Mall Flanders, &c. 


was Born in NewoArTe, and during a 


liv'd Honeft, and died a Penitent, 


MISFORTUNES 


Of the FAMous 
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Life of continu'd Variety for Threeſcore Years, 
beſides her Childhood, was Twelve Ycar'a 
Whore, five times a Wife (whereof once to her 
own Brother) Twelve Year a Thief, Eight Lear a 
Tranſported Felon in Virginia, at laſt grew Rich, 
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the Prince s- Arms n inſt Exerter Chan 


in the Strand. MDDCKX1. | 
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ginning of her Account, ſhe gives the Reaſons 


THE 


with Novels and Romances, 4 | 
it. will be hard for a private Hi- 
— ſtory to be taken for Genuine, 

where the Names and other Circumſtances 
of the Perſon are concealed, and on this 


Account we muſt be content to leave the 


Reader to paſs his own Opinion upon the 
enſuing Sheets, and take it juſt as he ple. 
—_ er 'Y 
TAE Author is here ſuppos'd to ke 
writing her own Hiſtory, and in the very be 


why ſhe thinks fit to conceal hee true. Name, 
after which there is no Occaſion to ſay any 
tore about that. 8 


A 2 


— a —— 
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debauch'd from her Youth; nay, even he- 


It 4 is true; that the original of this Story 100 
is put into new Words, and the Stile of the in t. 
famous Lady we here ſpeak of is a little al- E= 
ter' d., particularly the is made to tell her 
own Tale in modeſter Words than ſhe told to 
it at firſt : ; the Copy which came firſt to 
Ha and, having been written in Language, 
more ike one ttt in Newgate, the none grown 
Penitent and Humble; as ſhe afterwards pre- x 
ants to 1935 Mt ot: 5 er <3 24 wrebiddl to! 


17 HE Per ST di in a baling 95 Sey : 4 


* making it what you now: ſee it to be, 4 | 


has - had no little difficulty to put it into 2 F , 
Dreſs fit to be ſeen, and to make it ſpeaæk 
„Language fit to be read: When a Woman |: 


ing the Off, ſpring of Debauchery and 2 
Vice, comes to give an Account of all. ber 


vicious Practiſes, and even to deſcend to the 1 of 
particular Occaſions and Circumſtances, by to 
which ſhe firſt became wicked; and of all the be 


in threeſcore Year, an Author muſt be hard 


progreſſion of Crime which ſhe run through 


; a * hs put 


41 5 


15 PREFACE. .Y 
put Es: wrap i it up ſo han: as not to give 
ry room, eſpecially for vitious, Readers to turn 
the i to his Difadyantage, 1 A A 5 
Alx poſſible Care 1 ee kak been Ae 
J to give no leud Ideas, no immodeſt Turns in 
the new drefling up this Story, no not to tlie 
Worſt parts of her Expreſſions ; to this Pur. 
= poſe ſome of the vicious part of her Life, 
2 which , cou 'd not be modeſtly told, 1s quite 
left out, and ſeveral other Parts, are very 
much ' ſhortn'd ; what is left tis hoy” d 
„ will not offend the chaſteſt Reader, or the 
ma deſteſt Hearer; and as t the beſt uſe is made 
even of the worſt Story: the Moral tis hop? 
Vill keep the Reader ſerious, even where the 
Story might incline him to be otherwiſe * To 
give the Hiſtory, of a wicked Life repented 
of, neceſſarily requires that the wick' d Part 
houl l be made as wicked, as the real Hiſtory 
of it will bear; to illuſtrate and give a ea 
to the Penitent part, which is certainly the 
beſt and brighteſt, if related with equal Spi- 
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| Ir is ſuggeſted there ent be the fame 
Life, the ſame Brightneſs and Beauty, i in re- 
| Iateing the penitent Part, as is in the criminal 
Part: If there is any Truth in that Suggeſti-⸗ 
on, I muſt be allow'd to ſay, tis becauſe 2 
there” is not the ſame taſte , kg; 1 in the 
Reading, and indeed it is too true that the 3 
difference lyes not in the real worth of the 
Subject; ſo much as in the Guſt and Pale 3 
of the Reader. l 


WA UT as this Work is chiefly cg 8d 1 
ed to thoſe who know how to Read it, 
and how to make the good Uſes of it, 


will be much more pleas'd with the Moral, # 
than the Fable; with the Application, than 


Writer, with the Life of the Perſon * 
written of. | x 


＋ HERE is in this Story dice of y 
delightful Incidents, and all of them uſe- 
fully apply'd. There is an agreeable turn | 

Art- 


which the Story all along recommends to : 1 
them; ſo it is to be hop'd that ſuch Readers A 


-with the Relation, and with the End of the = - 


#4 4 
ral. 3 


jan 


the N 


n 


of Story, which introduces it. 


be PRESAGE. vii 


ä Artfully given them in the relating, that na- 


turally Inſtructs the Reader, either one way, 
or other. -The firſt part of her leud Life 


with the young Gentleman at Colcheſter, has 


ſo many happy Turns. given it to expoſe 
the Crime, and warn all whoſe Circum- 
ſtances are adapted to it, of the ruinious End 
of ſuch things, and the fooliſh Thoughtleſs 
and abhorr'd Conduct of both the Parties, 
that it abundantly attones for all the lively 
Diſcription ſhe gives of her Folly and Wick- 
edneſs. | b 

Lats D N r | 
TAE. enen of hex Lover at the 
Bath, and how brought by the juſt alarm 


* 


of his fit of Sickneſs to abandon her; the juſt 
Caution given there againſt even the lawfu] 
Intimacies of the deareſt Friends, and how 


unable they are tb preſerve the moſt ſolemn 
Reſolutions of Vertue without divine Aſli- 


ſtance; theſe are Parts, which to a juſt Diſ- 


cernment will appear to have more real 
Beauty in them, than all the amorous Chain 


4% 


© , Fol ' 
4 4 1 
0 * F -P : » >, . : # 
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i I. pied. 
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7 15 A {i13y . S ö 
4: Na Word, AS the whole Refatipnt | is Cars | 


Fully garb[' of all "the Levity, atid L obe. 
neſs that Was in it: : $01 it is airs ppl. and 
1665 the utmoſt cate to vertuous And re- 

Ugious Uſes. None can without being gutl- 
ity of manifeſt In ſuſtice, caſt any Reproich 
upon it, or upon out Petzen in publiching fe. 


Lerner 


166) Tur Advocstes for the Stage, have in 
"all Ages made this the great Argument to 
f perfaade” People that their Plays are uſe ful, 
and that they ought to be allow'd in the moſt 
b civil d. and in the moſt religious Goverh- 
ment; Namely, That they are applyed to 
| ertudüs Purpoſes, and that by the moſt 
lively Repreſentations, they fail not to re- 


"commend Vertue, and "generous Principles, 


And to diſcourage and expoſe all ſorts of 4 
Viee and Corruption of Manvers z and were 
it true that they did ſo, and that they con- 
tantly adhered to that Rule, as the. Teft of 
their acting on the Theatre, "exacly ras. be 


ſaid in their Favour. I 


„Hun cbeleur he wofinite witiaty of this 


Book, this Fuego: is moſt ſtrictly ad 


hered 


; þ 


1 


* f 
5 E * 


Ihe Pane WOE ix 
ered to; there is not a wicked Adtion i in 
any Part of it, but is firſt and laſt rendered 
VUnhappy and Unfortunate +: here is not 

2 ſuperlative Villain brought upon the Stage, 
but either he is brought to an unhappy End, 
or brought to be a Penitent: There is not an 
| Yb thing mentio d, but it is condemn'd, even 


in the Relation, nor a vertuous juſt Thing, 
> but it carries its Praiſe along with it: What 
can more exactly. anſwer the Rule laid down, 
to recommend, even . thoſe Repreſentations 
of things which have ſo many other juſt 
4 - Obje&ions lying againſt them? Namely, of 

Example, of bad Company, 'obſeene . 

Ne eee e r 


3 :-Upo u. lis Foundatian this Book i is re 
| | —— to the Reader, as a Work from 
every part of which ſomething may be 
N and ſome juſt and religious Infe- 
rence is drawn, by which the Reader will 
have ſomething, of EE if he ne 
to make uſe of 1 it. 1 | 


sin wwthe Exploits of this Lody af Fame 
ad if : beer Depredations upon - Mankind ſtand 
ed 1 1 as 


3 


x tHe PRETAOUR 


as ſo many warnings to honeſt People to be- 


ware of them, intimating to them by 
what Methods innocent People 
in, plunder d and robbd, and 


by Conſe- 


dittle innocent Child, dreſs d fine by the va- 
mity of the Mother, to go to the Dancing 


Mereafter; as is likewiſe: her picking : the 
Gold- Watch from the ee 8 * 
"0 Parks * 05 
HUT 240 VII 10 tt | | £13 43 
%G H 2 1 getting a. once Fee a 13 
ed M ench at the Coaches in St. Fobn: -ſlreet ;, 


Harwich ;, all give us excellent Warnings 
in ſuch Caſes to be more preſent to our- 
65 os: in ſudden 140 pore of —_— Sort, 


Hen gpnlicatin to A ſober. Life; . 
11Quftrious' Management at laſt in Virginia, 


with her Tranſported Spouſe; is a Story fruit- 


ful of Inſtruction, to all the unfortunate Crea- 
tures who are oblig d to ſeek their Re-eſta. 


. Vliſhment abroad 5 whether "_ the 'Miſery 
of 


x - 
5 1 SS * 
E * * 75 1 1 3 2920 : 


are drawn 
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quence hom to: avoid them. Her robbing a 


School, is a good Memento to ſuch Props 


her Booty made at the Fire, and again at 


— 
E. 
(Qu 


N i 

The PRE TAC W 
of Tranſpottation, or other Diſaſter; letting 
them know, that Diligence and Appllerisd 
have their due Encouragement, even in the 
27 remoteſt Parts of the World, and that no 
Caſe can be ſo low, ſo deſpicable, or ſo 
empty of Prof; ped, but that an unwearied 
2 Induftry will go a great way to deliver us 
from it, will in time raiſe the mearteſt 
2 Creature to appear again in the World,” and 
give him a new Caſt for his Life. | 


Tuxsx are a few of the ſerious Infe- 
rences which we are led by the Hand to in 
this Book, and theſe are fully ſufficient to 
Juſtife any Man in recommending it tothe 
World, and much more to Juſtifie the Pab- 
lication of it. 


 TurgrE are two of the moſt beauti- 
ful Parts ſtill behind, which this Story gives 
Tome Idea of, and lets us into the Parts of 
them, but they are either of them too long 
to be brought into the ſame Volume; and 
indeed are, a: I may call them whole Volumes 
of themſelves, (viz.) 1. The Life of her 
| n as ſhe calls her, who had run 
thro” N 


„ The Pg 2 . 
thro', it ſeems, in. a, few. ears all the. emi- 
nent degrees of a Gentlewqipan,a W Whore,” ang. 

a-Bawd ; a Midwife, and 4. Midwife-keeper, 
23, they are call d, a Pawn-broker, 2 Child- 
taker, a Receiver of Thieves. and of Thieves 955 
purchaſe, that is to ſay, of ſtolen Goods 3, 
and ina a Word, her ſelf : 2 Thief, 2 1 
e e and te Like, d yer n 
2 Fenitent. 4 ˙1N 1 3-6 4948 03. 1IARKTL) 


x 30 Tut feond is the Tie of ber Trans 
1 ond Husband, a Highway-man; who it 


s lid a twelve 9 Life of ſucceſs- 

. fol. V Vi > 55 2 Nr 

| bot came of. fo well, 28 to de' A Voluntier 
Free not a Convict; and in whoſe 


A ' 


Life there is an incredible Verte. A 


1 u 2s T have faid, theſe are geo 


| lang to bring in here, ſo neither can I make 
= e ſe of their r coming out 55 chemſelves. | 


W 


ſelf, e gan 7 Ho" r own Life 
0 the foll End of ir-unk({s they can write 


on the and even at 


it i 


es ons 14. hh 


he üb 2 M 


10 3 Ae 21. 


it after they are gead; 7. but her Husbarid's 
Life being written by a third Hand, gives 
a fall Account of them both, how long 
they. A together in that Country, and how 
they came both to Eng lend: again, after about 
eight Lear, in which time they were grown 
very Rich, and where ſhe liv'd it ſeems, to be 
very old ; but wasnot fo extraordinary a Pe- 
nitent, as ſhe was at firſt ; it ſeems only that 
indeed ſhe always ſpoke with abhorence of 
_ former Life, and of every Part of it. 


a 4 x her laſt Scene at Maryland, and Vip- 
- ginja, many pleaſant things happen'd, which 
- makes that part of her Life very agreeable, 
but they are not told with the ſame Elegancy 
as thoſe accounted for by herſelf ;'fo it is 
till to the more Ane that we break 


, 
— v — 5 


| MISFORTUNES | 


1 Of the Famous 


wo 


J Moll Flanders; Nc. 


e 17 True Name is ſo well-known in the 

ABR Records, or Regiſters at Newgate, and in 

| the Old- . Baily, and there are fome things 
of ſuch Conſequence ſtill depending 

0 there, relating to my particular Cons | 
duct, that it is not to be expected 1 ſhould fer my, 
Name, or the Account of my Family to this 
Work; perhaps, after my Death it may 1 better 
known, at preſent it would not be proper, no, 


not tho' a —— Pardon ſhould be iſſued, eben 


without 8 ard Seca of - Nr or 
S—_ Gd NS 


"I 
" I 


* 1 ; 
. % RY” 
b \ 9 
K. * 4 9 
d ' * . 
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2 has — 


wh 1 


A 
B © BY 4 
pp”: ETSY tell you,” tha 997 
13 who are dut bf the Wa of 
or by 


3 me arm, having gobe ont of the 
BY . nd the CHAk. 


. 2 N we by the Name of Moll Flanders , fo 
b Jon may 
der 285 Name till I dare own "who I have been, as 
well as who lam 
IHA x been told, that i in one of our Neigh- 
Ner- Nations, whether 3 it be in France, or where 
I kifow noty they have an Order from the 
Kg, that when any Criminal is condemn'd, ei- 
ther to Die, or to the Gallies, or to be Tranſport- 
= ed, If they leave any Children, as fuch are ge- 
= nerally unprovided for, by the Poverty or For- 
3 2 of their Parents ; To they are immediate- 
put into an Hoſpital call'd the Houſe of Orphans, 
where they are Bred up, Cleath'd, Fed, Taught, 
= and when fit to go out, are plac d out to Trades, 
. A "a 25 20 Services, fo as to be well able to p proggide 
| ers. by an honeſt  ndpftczbuy Behavi- 
2 
x 5 Hap this been the Cuſtgin in our Country, 
=. had not been left a poor  defolate Gitl without 


—— 


n 


which, I 
E even 
5 
ES Sate or ho to Amend it, nor brought into a 
Wy Courfe of Life, which was not only ſcandalous ifi 
3 AY den but, xghich in its ordinaty Courſe, tended to 
The. ſwift Deſtruckion both of Soul and Body. 
Br the Caſe was orherwile here, my Mo- 
e convicted of Felony. for a certain per- 
8 * . wach pan NS. 3 


N 5 in the World, as was my Fate; and 
e hangs only expo d 22 great Diſt 
Hefdre I was capable, eicher of Under 


= 
. 


ay L often expected . F 
give 2 leave to ſpeak of myfelf. un- 1 


en into the Care of the Government, and 


Friends, witfout Cloaths, without Help or Helper 
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by 5 =o oppotty ey . wat, © three Pieces + tus | 
- Holland, of a certain Draper in Cheap ſider Ci 
ry i cumſtances are #0 gong to repeat, An have 
9. 3 heard them relatgd ſo many Ways, that 1 can 
» fſtcarce be certain, which is the right Account te 
— ___ However it was, this they all sgree in, hae 
8 my Mother pleaded her Belly, and being found 

| k with Child; the was reſpited for about 
1- foe n Months, in which time havitig brought me 
Ee into the World.” and being about again, ihe was 
e calld Down, as they term it, to her fazer ndg- 
1 ment, but obtain d the Favour of being Tranfport- 
t- ed to the Plantations, and left me about If 4 4 
_ Lear old; and in bad Hands you may "be ſure. 
r- TRHIS js too near the firſt Hours of, my Life, for 
B me to relate any thing of myſelf, but by den 
id tis enough to mention, that as I was born in ſuch 
's, an unhappy Place, Thad no Pariſh to have Recourſe” 
t, to for my Nouriſhment in my Infaney, nor can . 
8. ive the leaſt Account how I . kept alive; other, 
de than that as I have been told, ſome Relation of my 


Mothers took me away for a while as a Nurſe, ic 7 
* whoſe Sn, or by whole Direction I know *2 
hing at all of it: 
0 x E firſt account that I can Recollect, or could 
ever learn of myſelf, was, that T bad wandred a- 
mong a Crew o thoſe People they call Gypſies; 
or Egyptzans ; but Fbelieve it was but à very little 
while that I had been among them, for I had nor 
had my Skin diſcolour'd, or blacken'd, as they do ; 
: 12 75 young to all the Children the) carry about 
With them, nor can 1 tell how camèe among „ 
them, or how Igot from them. - 3 
II was at Colcbefter in Eſſex, that thoſe Peo- 6. 
* K me; and I have a Notion in wo Head, thanf- 


| "a N * is, that T hi myſelf and 3 
2 | B 2 | 17 ID 4. 

= 5 5 3 x : "Fo 4 | | {> | 8 > 
1 * Ke 1 7 i 3 4 e * & 2 2 8 
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wen 45 not go y arther. with 6.4 but 1 
am no bo tobe particalge. i that Account; 
only remember, Heing taken up 
by ſome of the Pariſh 01 ol Colcbeſter, 
I gave an Account, that I * into the Town 
with the Gypſies, but that I would not go any 
' farther» with them, and that ſo they had left 
me, hut whether they were gone that I knew not, 
nor could they expect it of me; for tho they fent 
. Found the Country to enquire after chem, it ſeems 
they could not be found. 

1 WAs now in ,a Way to be provided 
for ; for tho? I was not a Pariſh Charge upon 
this, or that part of the Town by Law ; yet as 
my Caſe came to be known, and that I was too 
Jung too any Work, being not above three Vears 

- old, Compaſſion : mov'd the Magiſtrates of the 
Town to order ſome Care to be taken of me, and 
4 became one of their on, as much as if I had been 
born in the Place. ' 

.+— E's the Proviſion they made for me, it was my 

-. 200d hap” tobe put to Nurſe, as they call. it, toa 

Woman. Wo was indeed Poor, but had been i in 

better Circumſtances, and who got a little Liveli- 

hood by taking ſuch as I was ſuppos'd-to be; and 

9 them with all Neceſlaries, till they were 

at à certain Age, in which it might be ſup- 

pes d den mig it go to Batik, or get their on 
= Bara; 

(> TH1 8 Woman had all had a 4 little. School, 

-wiiis'1\ the kept to teach Children to Read and to 

Work; and having, us I have ſaid, liv d before 

that in good Faſhion, ſhe bred up. the Children 

-the took with a'great deal of Art, as well as with 
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BUI that which was worth all the reſt, the 
bred them up very Religiouſly, being herſelf a 
very ſober pious Woman. (2.) Very Honſewifly 
and Clean, and, (30 Very Mannerly,and with good 
Behaviour: So that in a Word, excepting a plain 
Diet, courſe Lodging, and mean Cloths, we were 
brought up as Mannerly and as Genteely, as if we 
had been at the Dancing School 
I'Was continu'd here till I was eight years 
Old, when I was terrified with News, thatthe Ma- 
% giſtrates, as I think they call'd them, had order'd 
that I ſhould go to Service; I was able to do but 
wvery little Service where ever I was to go, except 
it was to run of Errands, and be a Druge ta ſome 
Cook-Maid, and this they told me of often, which 
put me into a great Fright; for I had a thorough 
Averſion to going to Service, as they call'd it, that 
is to be a Servant, tho* I was fo young; and 1 
told my Nurſe, as we call'd her, that I beliewd 
I could get my Living without going to Service 
if ſhe pleas'd to let me; for ſhe had Taugt me 
to Work with my Needle, and Spin Worſted, whieh 
is the chief Trade of that City, and I told her 
that if ſhe wou'd keep me, I wou'd Work for her. 

and I would Work very harre. 

I talk'd to her almoſt every Day gf Working 
hard; And in ſhort, I did nothing but Work and 
Cry all Day, which griev'd the good kind Wo. 
man fo much, that at laſt ſhe began to be con- 
cern'd for me, for ſhe Iov'd me very well. 
ONE Day after this, as ſhe came into the 
Room, were all we poor Children were at Work, 

the ſat down juſt over againſt me, not in her uſua! 
Place as Miſtreſs, but as if ſhe ſet herſelf ö n 
Puyxpoſe to obſerve me, and ſee me Work Ls 
*. = OE lamething ſhe had ſet me to, as Iremem- 
1 B33 nn 


— * * * 
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cy 


bor It was Marking ſome Shirts, which ſhe had 


to me: "Thou fooliſh Child, th ys ſhe, thou art 
= - W g; (tor I was 7955 then) prethee, 
What iy Cry for? becauſe they will take me 
away, ſays 


ſhe; but tho' you can't Work Houſe - Work, 
as vou call it, you will learn it in time, 
-and they won't put you to hard Things at firſt 3 
pes they will, ſays I, and if I can't do it, they 
will Beat me, and the Maids will Beat me to 
make me do great Work, and I am but a little 
Gir, and 1 can't do it, and then 1 cry'd again, 
till I could not ſpeak any more to her. 
Tuts movd my good Motherly: Nurſe, fo 
that ſhe from that time reſolv'd I ſhould not go 
to Service yet, ſo ſhe bid me not Cry, and ſhe 
vou d ſpeak to Mr. Mayor, and 1 ſhould not go to 
1 Serre ice till Iwas bigger. 
Ver, this did not Satisfie me, for to think of 
going to Service, was ſuch a frightful Thing to me, 
- that if ſhe! had afſur'd me I ſhould not have gone. 
. =ill:Fiwas 20 years old, it wou d have been the 
» Fame te me, I thou'd have cry d, I believe all the 
time, w1 4 the very W of 3 1's being to be 


began to be angry with me, and what wou'd you 
we have? ſays ſbe, don't I tell you that you ſhall not 

go to Service till * are bigger? Ay, ſays I, but 
then 1 muſt go at laſt, why, what? aid the, is the 


WY. 22+ 46 T, and cry d ny; till I Toar'd our 
Fd I 25 _ * 


taken to Make, and Ster while the began to Talk 


, and put me to Service, and I . 
can't Work Houſe-Work ; well Child, ſays 


Vn EN. he ſaw that I was not pacify d yet, ſne 


Girl mad? what, would you be a Gentlewoman? 


Fon — 5 * 
8 
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o 
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1 ns ſet the Id Gentlewoman a Laughing. 
at me, as you may be ſure it wonld; Well, Ma- 
dam forfooth; ſays ſhe, Gibing at me, yau would 
be a Gentle waman, and pray how will you come 
to be a Gentlewoman ? what, will you do it by 
Four Fingers Ends ? 4; 

VES, ſayt I again, very e 5 

Vn x. what can you Earn, Jay: be, what can 
you get at your Work? 

THREE-Pence, ſaid J, when 1 Spin, ad 5 
when I Work plain Work. Z 

Aras! poor Gentlewoman, ſaid fr agair 
LIN Tas will that do for ay e 

IT will 
live with you; an this 1 aid, in ſuch a pour 
petitioning Tone, that it made the poor Womans 
Heart yearn to me, as ſhe told me afterwards. 

Bur, ſays ſbe, that will nat . you, and buy you 
Cloths too; and whamuſt buy the little Gentlewo- 


; 


me, 


have it all. « bs m 
Pook Child: it won't keep you, ſays ſhe, it wi 
hardly keep you in Victuals. hi 


very Innocently, let me but live with you. * 
Wu, can you live without Victnals? ſays ſbe, 
yes, again.ſays I, very much like a Child, you may 
be ſure, an fill I cry'd heartily. 

IHA p no Policy in all this, you may eaſily 
ſee it was all Nature, * it was jo 5 d with o 
much Innocence, and 


ing tgo, 
ca 


A — le me ont of the teaching Room; 
B 4 dome 


eep me, 4 ys J. if yon will let me 


man Cloths, ſays he ahd ſmil'dall the while at 
J will Work Harder then, ſays I, and Jou Wall | 


Taxtx I will have no Victuals? ſays I, again 4 


much Pata, THROW. 
ſhort, it ſet the good Motherly Croats a werb: 
and ſhe cry d at laſt as faſt asl did, and then 
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ive with me, aud this pacify'd me for the preſent, 
SOMETIME after this, ſhe going to wait on 
_ the Mayor, and talking of ſuch things as belong'd 

to her Buſineſs, at laſt my Story came up, and m 
ood Nurſe told Mr. Mayor the whole Tale: He 
was fo pleas'd with it, that he would call his La- 
dy, and his two hters to hear it, and it made 
Mirth enough among them, you may beſure. 
' HowEwveER, not a Week had paſs'd over, but 
ana ſuddain comes Mrs. Mayoreſs, and her tw6 
Daughters to the Houſe to ſee my old Nurſe, and 
ta ſee her School and the Children: When they 
had look d about them a little: Well, Mrs. -------- 
lays the Mayoreſs to my Nurſe, and pray 
which is the little Laſs that intends to be a Gen- 
. tlewoman ? I heard, her and I was terrible fright- 
ed at firſt, tho? I did: not know why neither; but 
Mrs. Mayoreſs comes up,to me, Well Miſs ſays 
The,” And what are you at Work upon? The Word 
Mis was a Language that had hardly been 
Heard of in our School, and I wondred what ſad 
Name 1t. was ſhe'call'd me ; However, I ftood up, 
made a Curtſy, and ſhe took my Work out, of 
my Hand, look'd on it, and faid it was very well; 
then ne up one of my Hands, nay, ſays 
ſhe, the hild may come to be a Gentlewoman 
for oughtapby tody knows, ſhe has a Gentlewo- 
man's Hand, ſays ſhe ; this pleas'd me mightily 
vou may be ſure; but Mrs. Mayoreſs did not ſtop 
here, but giving me my Work again, the pur 
er Hand in her Pocket, gave me a Shilling, and 
bid me mind my Work, and learn to Work well, 
4388 J might be a Gentlewoman for — the 


_— 


1 


; ( 9 ) "Is. 
Now all thiswhile, iy good old Nurſe, Mrs: Mays 
© oreſs, and all the reſt of them did not underſtand me 
> at all, for they meant one Sort of thing, by the 
4 Word Gentlewoman, and I meant quite another; 
for alas, all I vhderſtood by being a Gentlewoman, 
was to be able to Work for myſelf, and get 
enough to keep me without that terrible Bug- bear 
XX going to Service, whereas they meant to live Great, 
Kich, and High, and I know not what. Ber 
WII, after Mrs. Mayoreſs was gone, her 


ut 
v6 two Daughters came in, and they calFd for 


> while to me, and I anſwer'd them in my Inno- 
-- cent way; but always if they ask'd me whether 


y KI refolv'd to be a Gentlewoman, I anſwer'd Yes :; 
n- Mat laſt one of them ash d me, what a Gentlewo- 
t- man was? that 22 me much ; but however, I 
ut explain'd myſelf negatively, that it was one that 
ys did not go to Service, tado Houſe- Work; they were 
d WW pleas d to be familiar me, and lik d my little 
n Prattle to them, which it ſeems was agreeable e- 
id MF nough to them, and they gave me Money too. 

p, As for my Money I gave it all to my Miſtreſs 
F Nurſe, as I call'd her, and told her ſhe ſhould 


baye all I got for myſelf when I was a Gentlewo- 
man, as well as now; by this and dame other 
of my talk, my ald Tutreſs n tounderſiand 

me, about what I meant by being a Gentlewomian , 
Wand that I underſtood by it to no more, Mau to be 
ble to get my Bread by my own Work, and at 

at, ſhe ask d me whether it was not ſo. | 
I told her yes, and inſiſted on it, that to do 
o, was to bes Gentlewoman; for ſays J, there is 
ſuch a one, naming a Woman that mended Lace, 
and waſh'd the Ladies Lac'd-heads, ſhe, ſays J, is a 
Gentlewaman, and they call her Madam. 


* 


Poor 


the Gentlewoman too, and they talk'd a long 


therefore I inſiſted that the was a Gentlewoman, 7 


3 | | -7 Of 


. 


0 100% 


my old Nurſe ou 
b 4 Gen ee that, mA ſhe 'Y 


. fon of pi 11 * had two or three 
. 


I Div „ not underſtand: any thing of chat; put 
1 .an{wer'd, I am ſure they call her Madam, and 
Ihe does not go to Service, nor do Houſe-Work, and 


and I would-be {ach a Gentlewoman as that. Sy it 

TRE Ladies were told all this again to be fore, Poul. 
and they made themſelves Merry with it, and e- 4 om: 
very now and then the young Ladies, Mr. Mayor Peach 
Daughters would come and ſce me, and ask where i lo; f 
the little Gentlewoman was, which made me not 
little Propd of myſelt. 1 

Tus held a, Bo while, and I Was oben vi- 
ſited by theſe young Ladies, and ſometimes they i 
brought others w them; ſo that J was known i 
* it, almoſt. all over the Ion. 

1 WA s noi about ten Fears old, and began 4 
to look a- little Womaniſh, for, I was mighty 
Grave and Humble; very Mannerly, and as 1 had if 
often heard the Ladi ies ſay I was Pretty, and fl 
would be a very handſome Woman, fo. you may 
beſure, that heamng them ſay. ſo, made me n 58 7 
little Pzand z however, that Pride had no ill 

upon rt, only as they often gave me Mo E 
eee e it my old ln {he boneft. Vo- I 1 
man, Wal A "py as to 12. it all out again for 

me, ae Head - Dreſſes, and, en aa. 
Gloves and Ribbons, and Iwent very Neat, and al- 
waysCleanz fot that I would do, and if Thad Rags on, 
4 =y always be Clean, or elſe L would dabble 
them in Water myſelf ,, but I/, my good Nurſe, . 
when I had Money given me, very honeftly laid jt | 
out for me, and wou d always tell the Ladies, this, 


250. 
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| 7 ( 11 ) _” 4 ff 
You hi that, was bought with their Money 3 . and, his 
Tr ſhe hade them oftentimes give me more; Till ai 4. f 
three Fas indeed call'd upon by the MagiltratewasT 
Innderſtood it, to go out to Service; but hen 
but as come to be ©: good a Workwoman myſelf, 
„and nd the Ladies were ſo kind to me, that it was 
and lain I could maintain myſelf, that is to ſay, I 
man, Would Earn as much for my Nurſe as ſhe was able 
Poyit to keep me; ſo ſhe told them, that if they 
ſore, Would give her leave, ſhe would keep the Gentle- 
nd e- roman as ſhe cal d me, to be her Aſſiſtant, and 
Hos each the Children, which I was very well able to 
here o; for I was very nimble at my Work, and had a 
not good Hand with my Needle, though I was yet very 
»  Woung. by LU TD 
n vi- — the kindneſs of the Ladies of the Town did 
they ot End here, for when they came to under- 
owl tand that I was no more maintain'd by the publick 
| \llowance, as before, they gave me Money oft- 
er than formerly; and as I grewup, they brought 
ne Work to do for them; ſuch as Linnen to Make, 


egan 
ghaty Bl 
"haa 
. 24 
and 


Or 
o. 
. for ba, PO 
lal- Sf their own, or their Childrens, ſome Stockings, 
on, Some Petticoats, ſome Gowns, ſome one thing, 
bble Wome another, and theſe my old Woman Mana- 
eed for me like a meer Mother, and keptthem for 
me, oblig d me to-Mend them, and turn them and 
twiſt them to the beſt Advantage, for ſhe was a 

rare Houſe- Wife. | 7 | "AT -. 


. 4 2 42 iat bde of * Ladieg wt fo much Fancy 


s N 


F und a quarter Old, my good old Nurſe, Mother 18 


there with the you Ladies, and they ſo e al 


than That before; and as I 2 I ſay, that il 


wo fe 


12 that ſhe wonld have me Home to her al 
bor a Month ſhe ſaid, to be among ber 

Aughters. Fit 

Now tho' this was exceeding kind in her, vet ge Ch 

' asmy old good Woman ſaid to her, unleſs ſhe re- nd t! 

ſolv'd to Rep me for good and all, ſhe would do the Whit ©; 
little Gentlewoman more harm then good: Well, ſe; 

fays, the Lady, that's true, and therefore III only Parrie 

e her Home for a Week then, that I may ſee how Ind ſu 


Daughters and ſhe agree together, and how 19 zoods 
1 e her Temper, and then I'll tell you more; and Weſt w 
in the mean time, if any Body comes to ſee her as 5 oma 
they us q to do, you way rity tell them, ul have I w: 
ſent her out to "my Hon E. | oy” dt w. 
Tus was prudently manag'd enoug?, and I oors 
went to the Ladies Houſe, but I was fo pleas' d“ 4 orſe, 
hillir 
with me, that 1 had enough to do to come away, | Estate 
and they were as unwilling to part with me. d w 
HoweEves, I did come away, and liv'd almoſt a had la 
Vear more with my honeſt old Woman, aud began do 
now to be very helpcul to her ; for I was almoft 1 IS 
fourteen Years old, was tall of my Age, and lobk'a 
a-little Womaniſh; but I had ſuch a Taſt of Gen- Wat it 
tec] living atthe Ladies Houſe, that Iwas not ſo ea- WW twi 
fie 1 Quarters as Ius Ito be, and Ithought fit of 
it was be a Gentlewoman indeed, for: Iframe 
had e ber Notions of a Gentlewoman now. ſhe 
A 


Was fine tobe a Gentlewoman, ſo Ilov'd to beamang d n 
| Gentlewomen, and the refore 1 long d to be there a No 
Bain. 4 2 Was 


-4 


"> ABOUT the Fine that I was dauere —. — Wide \ 


JOCS, 
„ Or 


Tx 
VN FE 


. ought rather to call her, fell 4 70 Dyed ; 1 
Was then in a ſad Condition indeed, for as there is 
8 10 
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mey Jo great Buſtle in putting an end to 3 


her Family, when once they are carried to the e 


her p tlie poor good Woman being Buried, the iin 


nilären ſhe kept were immediately removU by - 
yet e Church-Wardens; the School was at an Enc 
> re- Ind the Children of it had no more to do but 
the iſt ſtay at Home, till they were ſent ſome where 
ell, Wſe, and as for what ſhe left, her Daughter a 
nly Þarricd Woman with fix or ſeven Children, came 
how Ind ſwept it all away at once, and removing the 
»w I Boods, they had no more to ſay to me, than to 
and WK with me, and tell me, that the little Gentle- 
Tr as Woman might ſet up for her ſelf if ſhe pleas'd. 
ave I was frighted out of my Wits almoſt, and ral | 
rt what to do, for I'was, as it were, turn'd out of 
id I oors to the wide World, and that which was ſtill 
as Worſe, the old honeſt Woman had two and twenty 
as d Mhillings of mine in her Hand, which was all the 
vay, I ſtate the little Gentlewoman had in the World; 
a when I ask'd the Daughter for it, the huft me 
ot aß ed laught at me, and told me, ſhe had nothing 
gan do with it. ; | 
yoit 1 . 80 true, the good poor Woman had told 
bkd gr Daughter of it, and that it lay in ſuch a Place, 
zen · hat it was the Child's Money, and had call'd once 
ea - twice for me, to give it me, but I was unhappily 
ught it of the way, ſome where or other; and when 
or: l came back ſhe was paſt being in a Condition to 
o. Meak of it: However, the Daughter was ſo Ho- 
at it elt afterward as to give it me, tho' at firſt ſhe 
100g d me Cruelly about it. : 


"8 * , 


re a:. No W was I a poor Gentlewoman indeed, and 


9 
- 


by 
"0 


vas juſt that very Night to be turn'd into the 


ears ide World; for the Daughter remov'd all the 
1er I Woods, and I had not fo much as a Lodging to go 
. or a bat of Bread to Eat: But it ſeems ſome of 


re 358 


1614 \ — ; the 
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N — wks) had known my Clrchnifihcee] ; 
ich Compaſſion of me, as to acquaint® 
ay in ofs! Family T had been a Week, a 
mention ee: and immediately ſhe ſent heel ; 
Maid to fetch me 5 and two of her T Wen 
ers came with the Maid tho' unfent; fo 1 wen 
with them Bag and Baggage, and with a 
Heart you. may be ſure: The fright of my onl 
dit ion had made fach an Impreſſion upon me, i 
1 did not want now to be a Gentlewoman, buff 
Was very willing to be a Servant, and that any k | 
Kind of Setvant they thought fit to have me be. 
U T my new generous Miſtrefs, for ſhe er 


eaed the 2-04 oman I was with before, in eve read 

15 Thing, 7 well as in the matter of Eſtate; Iſaß net, 

In every Thing except Honeſty; and for that, tho Pra 

this was a Lady moſt exactly Juſt, yet I muſt noM inte 

forget to fay on all Occaſions, that the Firſt thi but 

Poor, - was 4 uprightly Honeſt as it was podſibl you 

: for any One to be. 3s te 

8 I as no ooner carried away asThave ſaid by Io. 4 ther 

Pc Gentlewoman, but the firſt Lady, that is to ſai eint 

* the Mayoreſs that was, ſent her two Daughters to tai Dar 
Qare of me; and another Family which had bb up 

Notice of me, when I was the little Gentlewomaiſ wer 


and had given me Work to do, ſent for me 195 hel 
ſo that I was mightily made of, as we i foe an 
they were not a little Angry, eſpecially, dal 
the Mayoreſs, that her Friend had taken me aw 
Won er AS 7% call'd it; for as ſnie ſaid, I was Hef 7 | 
» by Right, ſhe having been the firſt that took ar '$ 
Notice of me, but they that had me, wou'd 1 
part with me; and as for me, tho' ſhou'd ha 
been very well Treated with any of the other, 50 
1 could not be better than where I Was. 


HER 


C15) 
Here I contind'd till I was? be 
| - 18 Fears old, and here I had all the 2 


for my Education that could be imagi 
: ac ad Maſters home to the Houſe on to _ her 
Daughters to Dance, and to ſpeak” French, and to 
write, and others to teach b Muſi ck; and as 
was always with them, I learnfd'as faſt as they 
and tho' the Maſters were not appointed to teach 
me, yet I learn'd by Imitation and enquiry, all that 
they learn'd by Inſtruction and Direction. So that 
in ſhort, Tlearn'd to Dance, and ſpeak French as well 
as any of them, and to Sing much better, for I had 
=: woeter Voice than ae of 8 nat ſo 
readily come at playing on the cord or Spin 
a net, becauſe I had , babrument of my . to 
practice on, and echld only come at theirs in the 
intervals, when they left it, which was uncertain, 
but yet I learn'd tollerably a ua and the 
. ung Ladies at ot two Inſtruments, that 
a * oy, a Harp ny So and a Spinnet. too, and 
y thi then they Taught me themſelves; But as to Dan- 
cing they could hardly help my learning Country 
Dances, becatiſe they always wanted me to make 
up even Number; und on the other Hand, they 
oma were as heartily Willing to learn me every thin 
er hei that they had been Taught themſelves, as I 5 
be to take the Learning. 
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Lada f B this Means I had, as I have ſaid above, all 


aws the Advantanges of Education that I could have 
bad, if T had been as much a Gentlewoman as they 
2 were, with whom I liv'd, and in ſome things. 
Pd n 1 had the Advantage of my- Ladies, tho they were 
my Superiors; but they were all the Gifts of Na- 
ture, and Which all their Fortunes could not 
5 furnich. Firft, I was apparently Handſomer than 
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eee Voice; in all which you will I hope 


of myſelf, but 
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Bur that which I was too vain of, was my i 


LE 


WE 6 Secondly, I was better ſhap'd, 


7 
5 
4 * 


* 0 too 
Aung better, by which I mean, 1 his 


allow me to lays I do not ſpeak my own Conceit 
e Opinion of all that knew the 


7 


IHA with all theſe the common Vanity of 
my Sex (vix.) That being really taken for very 
Handſome, or if you pleaſe for a great Beauty, 
I very well knew it, and had as good an Opini- 7 
on of myſelf, as any body elſe could have of me; 
and particularly I lov'd to hear any body ſpeak # 
of it, which could not but happen to me ſome- 
times, and was a great Satisfaction to me. wot 
Tus far I have had a ſmcoth Story to tell of kno 
myſelf, and in all this Part of my Life, I not Wand 


— 
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6, * 


only had the Reputation of living in a very alot 


good Family, and a Family Noted and Reſpected it, 
every where, for Vertue and Sobriety, and for ons. 


Woo 
Ruin, or rather my vanity was the Cauſe of it. ye! 
The Lady in the Houſe where I was, had two Sons, Wh: 


young Gentlemen of very: promiſing Parts, and 8 h) 
of extraordinary Behaviour; and it was my tai 
» Misfortune to be very well with them both, but ay 
they manag'd themſelves with me in a quite 
different Manner. roi? en; oe -- we, 
Tux eldeſt a gay Gentleman that knew the Wave 


rer! 
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Town, as well as the Country, and tho' he had rea! 
Levity enough to do an ill -natur'd thing, yet hadi 
as . -- ad 


ett) 
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—_ . 


too much Judgment of things to pay too dear I 
* his Pleaſures ; he began with that wei Snatle* 
to all Women, (vix.) nne upon all Occatts © 
it ons how pretty I was, as he call'd it; how agree- 
able, how well Carriaged, and the like; and this he 
2X contriv'd fo ſubtilly, as if he had known as 
XX well, how to catch a Woman in his Net, as a Pa- 
tridge when he went a Setting; for he wou'd con- 
trive to be talking this to his Siſters when tho' I 
-was not by, yet when he knew I was not {> far oft, 
but that I ſhould be ſure to hear him: His Siſters , 
k XZ would return ſoftly to him, Huſh*Brother, the 
will hear you, ſhe is but in the next Room; then he 
would put it off, and Talk ſoftlier, as if he gad pot 
11 of Fk&nown it, and begun to ackowledge he was Wrong; 
[ not and then as if he had forgot himſelf, he would ſpeak 
very A aloud again, and I that was ſo well pleas'd to hear 
ected it, was ſure. to Liſſen for it upon all Occaſi- 
1 for ons. wars | 
acter AFTEx he had thus baited his Hook, and found 
oung ply enough the Method how to lay it in my Way, 
ither he 4 an opener Game; and one Day going by 
elſe, his Siſter's Chamber when was there, doing ſome- 
dneſs A thing about 2 her, he comes in with an Air 
of gayty, O! Mrs. Betty, ſaid he to me, How do you 
s my o Mrs. Betty? don't your Cheeks burn, Mrs. Bet- „ 
X it. n I made a Curtſy, and bluſh'd, but ſaid nothing; 
Sons, What makes you talk ſo Brother, ſays the Lady; 
, and hy, ſays he, we have been talking of her below 
3, my Stairs this half Hour; Vell ſays his Siſter, you can 
, but ay no Harm of her, that I am ſure, ſo tis no mat - 
quite er what you have been talking about; nay, ſays 
, tis ſo far from talking Harm of her, that we 
w the have been talking a great deal of good, anda. _ -; 
e had reat many fine Things have been ſaid of MW 
t had Witty, I aſſure you; and particularly, that ſhe is fe 
too ” | 8 Hand- 


229 


* ö k ; 
I : Fg 
© 7 0 F 
( 17 . —_ -— WP 
» Is 
* 1 
1 


5 


* 


e 


— 


\ 
- 


- 
- 


" I I underſtand yon Brother, Ceplies the Lady 4 
1 very ſmartly,) you ſuppole I have the Money, 
and want the Beauty; but as Times go now, the 
firſt will do without the laſt, ſo J have the better 
- . = 


3 
5 8 


Wh, 2 ou for Beauty; will ſteal a Husband ſometimes 
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times makes as good a Market, and rides in 
Coach before her. r 
I thought it was time for me to withdraw, and 
leave them, and I did ſo; but not ſo far, but that 
I heard all their Diſcourſe, in which I heard a- 
bundance of fine things ſaid of myſelf, which ſerv'd 
to prompt my Vanity; but as I ſoon found, was not 
the way to encreaſe my Intereſt in the Family; 
for the Siſter, and the younger Brrother fell grie- 
| viouſly out about it; and as he ſaid, ſome very 
diſſobliging things to her, upon my Account, ſo 
I could ealily ſee that ſne Reſented them, by ber 
future Conduct to me; which indeed was very un- 
juſt to me, for I had never had the leaſt thought ' 
of what ſhe ſuſpected, as to her younger Brother ; 
= 1 - 25 Brother in ce ys emo 
Way, had ſaid a t many things, as in je 
which I had the ly to — 2 in earneſt, 
or to flatter myſelf, with the hopes of what Lought 
to have ſuppos d he never intended, and perhaps 
never thought of, ©" * ' 
I x happey'd one Day that he came running up 
Stairs, towards the Room where his Siſters us d to 
ſit and Work; as he often us'd to do; and calling to 
them before he came in, as was his way too, I 
being there alone, ſtep d to the Door. and ſaid, Sir, 
the Ladies are not here, they are Walk d down 
the Garden; as I ftep'd forward, to ſay this to- 
8 wards the Door, he was juſt got to the Door, and 
claſping me in his Arms, as if f had been by Chance, 
FF ©: Mrs. Betty, ſays he, are you here? that's better 
tin; Fwant to ſpeak with you, more than I do wit! 
wem, and then having me in his Arms he Kiſs'd 
times me chree or four times. 12 

ance 1 ſtruggl'd to get away, and yet did it but Y 
ten faintly neither, and he held me faſt, and ſtil. . 4 
time | 9 . E 2 Kiſs d 8 | 
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very quickly, and away he went leaving me infi- 
nitely pleas d tho ſurpris d, and had there not been 


neſt, and the Gentleman was not. 


ken any Liberty he thought fit with me; but WM 


* L | F, 


Kid me, till he was almoſt out of Breath, and ke 
then, fitting down, fays, dear Betty I am in Love pir 


. . . x 4 ; 
with you. ; Wy, 


Hs Words I muſt confeſs fir d my Blood; all fru 
my Spirits flew about my Heart, and put me into mo 
Diforder enough, which he might eaſily have ſeen De 
in my Face: He repeated it afterwards ſeveral it 
times, that he was in Love with me, and my Heart Vii 
fpoke as plain as a Voice, that I lik'd it; nay, when or 
ever he ſaid, I am in Love with you, my Bluſnes 7,, 
plainly reply'd , wou'd yon were Sir. | Led 
'  , HowEvVER nothing elſe paſs'd at that time 1 it 8 to r 
was but a Surpriſe, and when he was gone, I ſoon he 


recover d myſelf again. He bad ſtay'd longer at! 


with me, but he happen'd to look ont at the beg 
Windo, and ſee his Siſters coming up the Garden, Ar; 
ſo he took his leave, Kiſs d me again, told me he Hot 
was very ferious, and T ſhould hear more of him 7 


one Mis forune in it, I had been in the Right, but 
the Miſtake lay here, that Mrs. Betty was in Ear- 


* 


' FROM this time my Head run upon ſtrange * 
Things, and I may truly ſay, I was not myſelf, 
to have ſuch a Gentleman talk to me of being in 


Love with me, and of my being ſuch a charming H 
Ereature, as he told me I was, theſe were things I N Wor 
knew not how to beag, my vanity was elevated to a or 
the laſt Degree: It iMrue, I had my Head full of and 

Pride, but knowing nothing of the Wickedneſs of 
thetimes, I had not one Thought of my on Safety, was 
or of my Vertue about me; and had my. young hap 
Maſter offer'd it at firſt Sight, he might have ta- man 
but e 
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he did not ſee his Advantage, which was my hap- 

WM pineſs- fur that time oo to oe 
Ar this Attack, it was not long, but he 
found an opportunity to catch me again, and al- 
moſt in the ſame Poſture, indeed it had more of 
Deſign in it on his Part, tho' not on my Part; 
it was tow ; the young Ladies were all gone a 

& Viſiting with their Mother; his Brother wes out 
of Town; and as for his Father, he had been at 
London for a Week before; he had fo well watch- 

= ed me, that he knew where I was, tho" I did not « 
ſo much as know that he was in the Houſe , and 
© he briskly comes up the Stairs, and ſeeirg me 
at Work comes into the Room to me directly, and 
began juſt as he did before with taking me in his 
Arms, and Kiſling me for almoſt a quarter of an 
Hour together. 3 

Ix was his younger Siſters Chamber, that I 
was in, and as there was no Body in the Houle, 
but the Maids below Stairs, he was it may be 
the ruder: In ſhort, he began to be in Earneſt with 
2 me indeed; perhaps he found me a little too eaſie, 


for God knows I made no Reſiſtance to him while 
ge he only held me in his Arms and Kiſs'd me, in- 
if; deed I was too well pleas'd with it, to reſiſt him 
in g much. 8 3 
mg HowEvEeR as it were, tir'd with that kind of 


ork; we ſat down, and there he talk*d with me 


happy, I ſhould be the ſaving of his Life; and 
many ſuch fine things, I ſaid little to him again, 
but eaſily. diſcover'd that I was a Fool, and that 


9 ö I did not in the leaſt perceive what he meant. 8 


* 


Y : * a 3 ; * 9 * 


Tux he walk d about the Room, and taking me 


by the Hand, Iwalk d with him; and by and by, ta- 


king his Advantage, he threw me down upon the 
Bed, and Kiſs'd me there moſt violently; but to give 
him his Due, offer d no manner of Rudeneſs to me, 


only Kiſs'd me a great while; after this he thought | 
he had heard ſome Body come up Stairs, ſo he got 
off from the Bed, lifted me up, profeſſing a great 
deal of Love for me, but told me it was all an honeſt 


Affection, and that he meant no ill to me; and 
wich that he put five Guineas into my Hand, and 
went away down Stairs. . 

I Wa s more confounded with the Money than 
I was before with the Love; and began to be ſo ele- 
vated, that I ſcarſe knew the Ground I ſtood on: 
Lam the more particular in this part, that if my 
Story comes to be read. by any innocent young 
Body, they may learn from it to Guard them- 


ſieelves againſt the Miſchiefs which attend an 


early Knowledge of their own Beauty; if a young 


Woman once thinks herſelf Handſome, ſhe ne- 
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ver doubts the Truth of any Man, that tells her 
he is in Love with her ; for if ſhe believes herſelf 


Charming enough to Captivate him, tis natur 


* 


to expect the Effects of it. N 


Tx 1s young Gentleman had fird his Inclina- 3 


tion, as much as he had my vanity, and as if he had 3 
found that he had an opportunity, and was-ſorry 8 


he did not take hold of it, he comes up again in a Fa 
half an Hour, or thereabouts, and falls to Work with 
me again as before, only with a little leſs Intro- 


duct ion. 


AN p, Firſt, when he enter d the Room, he 
turn ' d about, and ſhut the Door. Mrs. Betty, ſaid 
he, I fancy'd before, ſome Body was coming up 
Stairs, but it was not ſo 5 however, adds be, if 4 
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they find me in the Room with 


you, they ſhan't 
catch me a Kiſſing of you; I told him I did not 


know who ſhould be coming up Stairs, for I be- 


| Hev'd there was no Body in the Houſe, but the 


Cook, and the other Maid, and they never came 
up thoſe Stairs; well my Dear, ſays he, tis good to 
be ſure however, and-ſo he its down and we be- 

n to Talk; and now, tho' I was ſtill all on fire 

th his firſt viſit, and {aid little, he did as it were 
put Words in my Mouth, telling me how paſho- 
natelyhelov'd me, and that tho he could not men- 
tion ich a thing, till he came to his Eftate, yet he 
was reſolv'd to make me happy then, and himſelf - 
too, that is to ſay, to Marry me, and abundance of 
ſuch fine things, which I poor Fool did not under- 
ſtand the drift off, but acted as if there was no 
ſuch thing as any kind of Love, but that Which 
tended to Matrimony ; and if he had ſpoke of that, 
1 had no Room, as well as no Power to have faded 
No; but we were not come that length x et. 


WE had not fat long, but he got up, and ſtop- 
ing my very Breath with Kiſſes, threw me upon 


the Bed again, but then being both well warned; 
he went farther. with me then Decency permits 
me to mention, nor had it been in my power 
to have deny'd” him at that Moment, had he of- 


fer d much more than he did. 39 
HowWE VER, tho he took theſe Freedoms with 
me, it did not go to that, which they call the laft 
Favour, Which, to do him Juſtice, he did not at- 
tempt; and he made that ſelf denyal of his 4a 
Plea for all his Freedoms with me upon other 
Occaſions after this: When this was over, he 
ſtay d but a little while, but he put almoſt a 


- 


* * A 


- Handful of Gold in my Hand, and left me; 


a thoufand Proteſtations 8 his Paſſion forane, = * 
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of hi loving me above all the Women in the 
orld. . 3 
Ix will not be ſtrange, if I now began to think, 
but alas! it was but with very little ſolid Re- 
flection: I had a moſt unbounded Stock of Vani- 

and Pride, and but a very little Stock of Vertue; 


I did indeed caſt ſometimes with myſelf what my 


Foung Maſter aim'd at, but thought of nothing, 

at the fine Words, and the Gold; whether he 
intended to Marry me, or not to Marry me, ſeem' d 
a Matter of no great Conſequence to me; nor did 
my Thoughts ſo much as messe to me the Neceſ- 

ſity of making any Capitulation for myſelf, till 
he came to make a kind of formal Propoſal to me, 
as you ſhall hear preſently. 


ing ruined without the leaſt concern, and am a 
fair Memento to all young Women, whoſe 2 1 
3 their Vertue; Nothing was ever ſo 


upid on both Sides, had J a&ed as became me, 
and reſiſted as Vertue and Honour requir'd ; this 
Gentleman, had either Deſifted his Attacks, find- 
wg no room to expect the Accompliſhment of his 
Deligu, or had made fair, and honourable Propo- 
ſals of Marriage; in which Caſe, whoever had 
blam'd him, no Body could have blam'd me. In 
ſhort, if he had known me, and how eaſy the 
Trifle he aim'd at, was to be had, he would have 
troubled his Head no farther, but have given me four 
or five Guineas, and have lain with me the next 
time he had come at me; and if I had known his 
Thoughts, and how hard he thought I would be to 
be gain' d, I might have made my own Terms with 
him; and if I had not Capitulated for an imme- 
diate Marriage, I might for a Maintenance till 
Marriage, and might have had what 1 my 
5 . or 


nus I gave up myſelf to a readineſs of be- | 


the 
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1 For he was already Rich to Exosſs, beſides what he 


Fad in Expectation; hut I feem'd wholly to have 
abandoned all ſuch Theug 


ſuch Thoughts. as theſe, and was 
"1 taken up Onely with the Pride of my Beauty, 
and of being belov'd. by ſuch a Gentleman ; 
Xs for the Gold I ſpent whole Honrs in looking 
5 


upon it; I told the Guineas over and over a thou- 


land times a Day: Never poor vain Creature was 
"$0 wrapt up with every part of the Story, as I was, 


near my Ruin was at the Door; indeed I think, 
I rather wiſh'd for that Ruin, than ſtudyed to a- 
8 x 701d It. | £ _— IS 

x the mean time however, I was cunning e- 
*FMmough, not to give the leaſt room to any in the 


Family to ſuſpe& me, or to imagine that I had 


3 | 5 : 
the leaſt Correſpondence with this young Gentle- 


q man; I ſcarceeverlook'd towards him in publick, 


us; but for all that, we had every now and then 
little Encounter, where we had room for a 
Word or two, and now and then a Kiſs ; but no 


eſpecially confidering that he made more Cir- 
cumlocution, than ifh 

he had occaſion for, and the Wo k appearing 
Mifficult to him, he really made it ſo. | 
Bor as the Devil is an unwearied Tempter, 
Wo he never fails to find opportunity for that 
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Wickedneſs he invites to: It was one Evening 


iſters, and himſelf, and all very innocently Mer- 


ry, when he found Means to convey a Note into. 
my Hand, by which he 1 me to underſtand, _ 
chat he would to Morrow deſire me publickly to 82 


9 


5 


not Conſidering what was before me, and how. 


gor Anſwer d if he ſpoke to me, if any Body was near 


1 fair opportunity for the Miſchief intended; and 
e had known my Thoughts 


that I was in the Garden, with his two younger 
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fuch petty Buſineſs to do, that F ſhould be ſure 
wy: 2d white, ooo Een 
WEN he had given me my Errands, he told 
them a long Story of a Viſit he was going to make 
to a rug they all knew, and where was to be 
uc 


fach and füch Gentlemen, aud how Merry "they 

were to be; and very formally asks his Siſters to 1 

go with him, and they as formally excus- d them- 

Nes, becauſe of Company that they had No- 
tie was to come and &iſit them that Afternoon, 
which by the Way he had contriv'd on purpoſe. 


if 
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H x had ſcarce done ſpeaking to them, and giĩ- 


a F 
* 
1 4 


X was a Gentleman, who liv'd about three Miles 
out of Town, to whom he had ſpoken on pur- 
poſe the Day before, to lend him his Charriot for 
= a particular occaſion; and had appointed it to call 
for him, as it did about three a- Clock. 
©, IMMEDIATELY. he calls for his beſt Wig, Hat 
and Sword, and ordering his Man to go to the o- 
ther Place to make his Excuſe, that was to ſay, 
be made an Excuſe” to ſend his Man away; he 
prepares to go into the Coach: As he was going, he 
top'd! a whale, and ſpeaks mighty earneſtly to 
me about his Buſineſs, and finds an Opportunity 
to ſay very ſoftly to me, come away my Dear as 
eon as ever you can. I ſaid nothing, but made a 
Curtſy, as if I had done fo to what he ſaid in pub- 
lick; in about à Quarter of an Hour IT went out 
too, I had no Dreſs, other than before, except that 


kak hot 


had a Hood, a Mask, a Fan anda pair of Gloves 
old Bl in my Pocket; ſo that there as not the leaſt Suſpi- 
ake cion in the Houſe : He waited for me in the Coach 


in a back Lane, which he knew I muſt paſs by; and 
had directed the Coachman whether to go, which 


was to a certain Place, call'd Mile-End, where li- 
em- ved a Confident of his, where we went in, and 
No- 


where* was all the Convenience in the World to 
oon, be as Wicked as we pleas'd. . + 
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wWarx we were together, he began to Talk 


very Gravely to me; and to tell me, he did not 
bring me there to betray me , that his Paſſion for 


me, would not ſuffer him to Abuſe me; that he re- 


folv'd to Marry me as ſoon as he came to his Ẽ- 
ſtate, that in the mean time, if I would grant 

his Requeſt, he would Maintain me very Honoura- * 
bly, and made me a thouſand Proteſtations of his 
Sincerity, and of his Affection to me; and That he 

would never abandon me, and as I may ſay, made 
a thouſand more Preambles than he need to have 


= 


HowEwvVeER as he preſs'd me to ſpeak, I told 


him, I had no Reaſon to queſtion the Sincerity of 


bis Love to me, after ſo many Proteſtations, 
But — and there I ſtopp'd, as if I left him to 


Gueſs the reſt; But WRA r my Dear? ſays he, 


I gueſs what you mean; what if you ſhould be 


with Child, is not that it? Why then, ſays be, 


III take Care of you, and Provide for you; 
and the Child too, and that you may ſee IT am 
not in Jeſt, ſays be, here's an Earneſt for you; and 
with that he pulls out a filk Purſe, with an Hun- 
dred Guineas in it, and gave it me; and I'll give 
you ſuch another, ſays be, every Year till I Marry 
1 Mx Colour came, and went, at the Sight of the 
Purſe, and with the fire of his Propoſal together; ſo 
that I could not ſay a Word, and he omg ov =] 
ceiv'd it; fo putting the Purſe into my Boſom, 
I made no more Reſiſtance to him, but let him do 
_ Juſt what he pleas'd; and asoften as he pleas'd; and 


us Tfhmſh'd my own Deſtruction at once, for 


rom this Day, being forſaken of my Vertne, and 
my Modefty, I had nothing of Value left to re- 


commend me, either to God's Bleſſing, or Man's 


Aſſiſtance, 
3 B T 


7 
'Y 
6 
* 


7 
4 
. 

9 9 


q 


Alk 
not 
for 
re- 


9 when I was in ſuch a low Condition 2 and 


— 


+» * 


. IF = * % 41 
#4 a, 
* „ 


* 


3 (29) 
Bor things did not End here, I'went back to 
= the Town, did the Buſineſs he publickly directed 
me to, and was at Home before any Body thought 
me long; as for my Gentleman, he ſtaid out as 
he told me he would, till late at Night, and there 
vas not the leaſt Suſpicion in the Family, either 
on his Account or on mine. | 
WB had after this, 1 Opportunities to 
repeat our Crime; chiefly by his contrivance; eſ- 
pecially at home; when his Mother and the youn 

Ladies went Abroad a Viſiting, which he watch 

ſo narrowly, as never to miſs ; knowing always be- 
fore- hand when they went out; and, then fail d not 
to catch me all alone, and ſecurely enough; ſo that 
ve took our fill of our wicked Pleaſure for near half 
Ja Lear; and yet, which was the moſt to my Satis- 
faction, I was not with Child. | 
Bor before this half Year was expir d, his 
© younger Brother, of whom I have made ſome men- 
5 tion in the beginning of the Story, falls to work 
with me; and he finding me alone in the Garden 
one Evening, begins a Story of the ſame Kind to 
me, made good honeſt Profeſſions of being in 
Love with me; and in ſhort, propoſes fairly and 
Honourably to Marry me, and that before he 
made any other Offer to me at all. | | 

I was now confounded and driven to ſuch an 
Extremity, as the like was never known; at leaſt 
not to me; I reſiſted the Propoſal with Obſti- 
nancy; and now I began to Arm my ſelf with 


Arguments: TIlaid before him the inequallity of 


the Match, the Treatment I ſhould meet with in 


the Family; the Ingratitude it wou'd be to his 


IX good Father and Mother, who had taken me into 


3X their Houſe upon, ſuch generous Principles, and 
in "oy 


wh 
. 


a 0 9 1 

Iſaid.every thing to difſtiade him from his De-| ; 
ſign that J could imagine; except telling him the 
Truth, which wou'd indeed have put an end to it 
all, but that I durſt not think of mentioning. 
- Bu 1 here ha ppen'd a Cireumftance that I did #7 
not expect indeed, which put me to my Shifts; | 
for this young Gentleman as he was plain and 
Honeſt, & he pretend ed to nothing with me, but 
what was ſo too; and knowing his own Innocence, 9 
he was not ſo careful to make his having a Kind. 
neſs for Mrs. Betty, a Secret in the Houſe, as his 
Brother was; and tho he did not let them know 7 
that he had talk'd to me about it, yet he ſaid e- 
nough to let his Siſters perceive be Lov'd me, and = 
| his Mother ſaw it too, which tho' they took no No- * 
tice of it to me, yet they did to him, and imme- 
diately I found their Carriage: to me alter'd, more 
than ever before. 4 
I ſaw the Cloud, tho I did 101 foreſes the Storm; 4 
It was eaſie, I : ſay, to ſee that their Carriage” ro 
me was alter d, and that it grew worſe and worſe ence 
every Day; till at laſt I got Information among A 
the Servants, that I ſhou'd, in a very little wüle, 
be delir'd to remove. | --B | have 

Las not alarm'd at the News, having a Full 88 . 
dale ien that I ſhould be otherwiſe provided for; 
and eſpecially, conſidering that I had Reafon 
very Day to expect I ſhould be with Child, 51 
that then I ſhould be oblig d to remove wien 
nx Pretences for it. .. I 

AFTER ſome time, the younger Gentleman 
took an Opportunity to tell me, that the i 
Kindneſs he had for me, had got vent in the £ þ 

Family 5 he did not Charge me with-it, be ſaid, 1c 
for lie knew well enough which way it came out; * : ” b 
hne told me his plain way ef Talking had bl * 
4 the 8 -. 
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de; he intended to Marry me: That it was true his 
and Father and Mother might Reſent it, and be un- 
but kind, but that he was now in a Way to live, be- 
ice, ing bred to the Law, and he did not fear Main 
nd- taining me, agreeable to what I ſhould expect; and 
his that in ſhort, as he believed I would not be a- 
ow ſham'd of him, ſo he was reſolv'd not to beaſham'd 
| e- of me, and that he ſcorn'd to be afraid to own me 
nd now, who he reſolv'd to own after I was his Wife, 
No- and therefore I had debe to do but to give 
me- 5 my Hand, and he would Anſwer for all the 

9 Teit. | | | BETS 
5 I was now in a dreadful Condition indeed, and 
m; now I repented heartily my eaſineſs with the el- 


to deſt Brother, not from any Reflection of Conſci- 


rſe ence, but from a View of the Happineſs I might 
ong A have ors, and had now made impoſhble; for 
4 | 


tho' I had no great Scruples of Conſcience as I 


ae, : 
EF have ſaid to ſtruggle with, yet I could not think 


Ga. of being a Whore to one Brother, and a 


for; Wife to the other; but then it came into my 


make me his Wife, when he came to his Eſtate; 
out > but I preſently remember'd what I had often 


”. 


Nan having me for a Wife, after he had Conquer'd se 
for a Miſtreſs, and indeed till now, tho' I ſaid 1 


the 1 


= 


. 
o 


the thought of it often, yet it gave me no Diſtur- 


aid, bance at all, for as he did not ſeem in the leaſt to 


Bounty, the he had the Diſcretion himſelf to de- 


y * Thoughts, that the firſt Brother had promis'd to 
H 


thought of, that he had never ſpoken a Word of 


leſſen his Affection to me, ſo neither did he leſſen his 


475 ſire 
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fire me not to lay out a Pemy of what he gave 
me in Cloaths, or to make the leaſt ſhow Extra- 
ordinary, becauſe it would neceſſarily give Jea- 
louſie in the Family, ſince every Body knew! 


? 


A 


could come at ſuch things no manner of ordina- 

70 Wag but by ſome private Friendſhip, which 
ey would preſently have ſuſpe&ed. X eaſ 
Bu'T I was now in a great ſtrait, and really *F Cn 


knew not what to do, the main Difficulty was wit 
this; the younger Brother not only laid cloſe Siege TI h. 
to me, but ſuffered it to be ſeen z he would come in- too 
to his Siſters Room, and his Mothers Room, and Te; 


ſ down, and Talk a Thouſand kind things of me, Tre 
and to me, even before their Faces, and when but 
they were all there: This grew ſo Publick, that mai 
the whole Houſe talk'd of it, and his Mother re- I lo 
prov'd him for it, and their Carriage to me ap- him 

ard quite Altered: In ſhort, his Mother and 

ad let fall ſome Speeches, as if ſhe intend- Con 
ed to put me out of he Family, that is in Eng- 3 how 
liſh, to turn me ont of Doors. Now, I was ſure that 


this could not be a Secret to his Brother, only, that me, 
he might not think as indeed no Body elſe yet did, unl. 
that the youngeſt Brother had made any 7 2X Ten 
ſal to me about it; But as I eaſily cou'd ſee that not 
it would go farther, fo I ſaw likewiſe there was fron 
an abſolute Neceſſity to ſpeak of it to him, or 1 
that he would ſpeak of it to me, and which to fra 
do firſt I knew not; that is, whether I ſhould no 
break it to him, or let it alone till he ſhould g f 
break it to me. | os 
U ro ſerious Confideration, for indeed now from. 

I began to Conſider things very ſeriouſly, and Faul 
never till now: I ſay, upon ſerious Conſiderati- 4 e, 
on, I reſolv'd to tell him of it firſt, and it was Tha 
not long before I had an Opportunity, for the leſt 


very 


o 
. 


a 


* | . 
. - 
Narr next Day his Brother went to London upon 
ome Bufineſt, and the Family being ofit a Viſit- 
ing, juſt as it had happen'd before, and as indeed 
was often the Caſe, he came according to his Cu- 
ſtom to ſpend an Hour or Two with Mrs. Betty. 


WHEN he came and had fate down a while, he 
=X eaſily percery'd there was an alteration in my 
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*X Countenance, that I was not ſo free and pleaſaut 
with him, as I us'd to be, and particularly, that 
ege I had been a Crying; he was not long before he 
in- took notice of it, and ask'd me in very kind 
and Terms what was the Matter, and if any thing 
me, Troubl'd me: I wou'd have put it off if I could, 
hen but it was not to be Conceal'd; ſo after ſuffering 
hat many Importunities to draw that out of me, whica 
re- I long'd as much as poſſible to Diſcloſe; I told 

him that it was true, ſomething did Trouble me, 
and ſomething of ſuch a Nature, that I could not 
nd- B Conceal from him, and yet, that I could nor tell 
Eng · how to tell him of it neither; that it was a 14 0 


ſure that not only Surpriz'd me, but greatly perplex 
that me, and that I knew not what Courſe to take, 
did, unleſs he would Direct me: He told me with great 
»po- 2 Tendernefs, that let it be what it wou'd, I ſhould 
at not let it Trouble me, for he would Protect me 
was rom all the World. = 
, or I then begun at a Diſtance, and told him I was 
h to Afraid the Ladies had got ſome ſecret Informati- 
dulden of our Correſpondence z for that it was eaſie 
duld o ſee, that their Conduct was very much chang d 
'- Exowards me for a great while, and that now it was 
now {ome to that paſs, that they. frequently found 
and Fault with me, and ſometimes fell quite out with 
4 e, tho' I never gave them the leaſt Occaſion : 
hat whereas, I us'd always to lye with the El- 
eſt Siſter, I was lately put to lye by my ſelf, 4 
Dine | 5 . 
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with one of the Maids; and that L had over - hearũ 


one of the Servants had told me, that ſhe had 


heard I was to be Turn d out, and that it was not 4 
Tafe for the Family, that I ſhould be any longer N , 


in the Houſe. 


% 


. He ſmil'd when he heard all this, and Task'd 
him, how he could make ſo light of it, when he 
muſt needs know, that if there was any Diſcove- 
ry, I was Undone for ever? and that even it 
would hurt him, thb not Ruin him, as it would 


me: I upbraided him, that he was like all the 
reſt of the Sex, that when they had the Charact- 


er and Honour of a Woman at their Mercy, often 
times made it their Jeſt, and at leaſt look'd upon 
it as a Trifle, and counted the Ruin of thoſe, they 3 


bad hat their Will of, as a thing of no value. 


H x ſaw me Warm and Serious, and he chang d 

bis Stile immediately; be told me, he was ſorrx 
>  Fſhould have ſuch a thought of him; that he had 
= Never given me the leaſt Occaſion for it, but had 
been as tender of my. Reputation, as he could be 
of his own; that he was ſure our Correſpondencde 
had been manag'd with ſs much Addreſs, that not 
one Creature in the Family had ſo much as a Suſ- 
piciop of it; that if he ſmil'd when, I told 

im my Thoughts, it was at the Aſſurance he late 
ly receiv d, that Hur underſtanding one, another, 


was not {> much as known or guefs'd at z and tha. 
when he had told me, how much Reaſon he had to 
be Eaſie, Iſhould Smile as he did, for he was very 


certain, it would give me a full Satisfaction. 
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them ſeveral times talking very Unkindly about 
me; but that which confirm'd it all, was, that 


"THis is a;Myſtery I canngt underſtand, ſays © 
J, or. how it ihould be to my Satisfaction, that I 
am to be turn'd out of Doors; for if our Correſ- 
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pondenoe is not diſcover d, Iknow not what eli 
H have done to change the Countenances af the 
whole Family to me, ot to have them Treat be 
as they do now, who formerly uſed me with. 
much Tenderneſs, as if I had been one of their 
"Way look you Child, ſays he, that they are 
VUneaſie about you, that is true; but that the 
have the leaſt Suſpicion of the Caſe as it is, and 
2 as it reſpects you and I, is ſo far from bèing True, 
that they aufer my Brother Rolin; and in ſhort, 
they are fully perſuaded he makes Love to yu: 
Nay, the Fool has put it into their Heads too him 
ſelf, for he is continually Bantring them about it, 
and making a Jeſt of himſelf; I confeſs, I think 
he is wrong to do ſo, becauſe he can not but ſee it 
vexes them, and makes them Unkind to you; but 
tis a Satisfaction to me, becauſe of the Aſſurance 
it gives me, that they do not ſuſpect me in 
leaſt, and I hope this will be to your Satisfa 
. Soit is, ſays T, one way, but this does not reach ** -* 
my. Caſe at all, nor is this the chief Thing that 
Trouhles me, tho' I have been concern'd about 
that too: What is it then, ſays be? With which, 
I fell into Tears, and could ſay nothing to him at 
all: He ſtrove to pacifie me all he could, but be- 
gan at laſt to be very preſſing upon me, to tell 

what it was; at laſt Taxſwer d, that I thanght I 
ought to telbhim too, and that he had ſome right 

to know it, beſides, that I wanted his Direction in 

the Caſe, for I was in ſuch Perplexity, that 1 
knew not what Courſe to take, and then I related 

the whole.Afﬀazr to him: I told him, how inpriident- 

ly his Brother had manag'd himſelf, in making 
himſelf ſo Publick; for that if he had kept it a 

ah. 1's v; D2 Secret 
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Secret, as ſuch a Thing 'ought to have been, 1 
conld but have Denied him Poſitively, without 
ES, giving any Reaſon for it, and he would in Time 
Have. ceas d his Sollicitations; but that he had the 
Vanity, firſt, to depend upon it that I would not 
Deny ham, and then had taken the Freedom to tell 
his Reſolution of having me, to the whole Houſe. 
I told him how far I had reſiſted him, and told 
bim how Sincere and Honourable his Offers were, 
but ſays I, my Caſe will be doubly hard'; for as 
they carry it Ill to me now, becauſe he defires to 
have me, they'll carry it worfe when they ſhall 
. fing TI have Deny'd him, and they will preſently 
fay, there's ſomething elſe in it, and then out it 
- comes, that I am Marry'd already to ſomebody 
elſe, or elſe that T would never refuſe a Match ſo 
much above me as this was. 
Inu Is Diſcourſe ſurpriz d him indeed very much: 
He told me, that it was a critical Point indeed for 


to Manage, and he did not ſee which way! 


"Should get out of it; but he would confider of it, 


"= and let me know next time we met, what Reſolu- 


tion he was come to about it; and in the mean 
time, defir'd I would not give my Conſent to his 
Brother, nor yet give him a flat Denial, -but that 
LI would hold him in Suſpence a while. 
I ſeem'ꝭ d to ſtart at his ſaying, I ſhould not give 
him my Conſent , I told bim, he knew very well, 
I had no Conſent to give; that he had Engag'd 
himſelf to Marry me, and that my Conſent was 
at the ſame time Engag d to him; that he had all 


along told me, I was his Wife, and I look'd upon 


my ſelf as effectually ſo, as if the Ceremony had 


paſe'd , and that it was from his own Mouth that! 


did fo, he having all along perſuaded me to call 


_ 


Wa NM ww 5©4yu tu: ri Fr 3 (Þ rx 


. _ — pg” Sy 
_ * < wi .  Y Xs = v9 2 4 — 
= 4 —_— W Ker > ot AY ar PORN =» ' r . a n 4 * 
we. iy, by W r Wed p Cr * 7% w 1 j g 2 1 3 4 Der „„ 0 — 2 — 2 
r . | "IR Les. BEES 8 5 -- A __ . 
A "F —_— — 3 * S % N Ka * . . Ie oy wad Fi \ ; * q \ k {= ya d. F av ET 1 
12 . PX VS. of Pu x £ * a F - 2 = = 8 * A * ed * 5 3 % - by X 
& p — £Y Ct - - = 5 4 Ow * = ., 8 . 4 4 - 4 - þ 8 . „ LT ff 4 © i * 
n — : Z 2 « SIT * 1 Cat : LP Py N | k _—__ ">: 
of — . * vw «© 3 . = 


4 e 
n 
1 s a — 1 7 

: rr * 
PI. * ä 


AY 
o - 
#< »" A 40 4 mg * 
— = a "+. „ * 
I * * — £ os 


A Ow 1 wo 


ww, ww 0 Fw O 


4 

2 EN 8 ( 37 . 
5 Wet L - my Dei ſays be, don't be Conceinit 
at that now, if IA pour Husband, III be as 
good as = Husband you,” and do not let thoſe 
v4 Cingy Trouble you now, but let me look a little 
farther into this Affair, and I ſhall be able toſay 
* ques time we meet. 
g fy'd me as well as he could wich! this, 
but 1 nnd e was very Thoughtful, and that 
tho he was very kind to me, and kiſs d me a 
thouſand Times, and more'I believe, and gave me 
Money too, yet he offer d no more all the while 
we were together, which was above two Hou 
and which I much wonder'd at, indeed at that 
Time, conſidering how it us d to be, and what 
Opportunity we hal. 

H 18 Brother did not come From Lokdon, For 
five or ſix Days, and it was two Days more, before 
he got an 9 to talk with him; but then 
getting him by himſelf, he began to talk 
Clofe to him about! it; and the fame Evening got 
an Opportunity, (for we had a long Conference 
together) to repeat all their Diſcourſe to me, 
Which as near as I can remember, was to the pur- 
poſe following. He told bim he heard ſt 
News of him ſince he went, (viz.) that he made 
Love to Mrs. Betey: Well, ſays his Brother, a lit- 
| -tle Angrily, and ſo 1 di, And what then! > What 
has any body to do with that ? Nay, fays bis Bro- 
ther, don t be Angry Robin, I don't pretend to 
dave any thing to do with i it; nor do I pretend to 
be Sos with you about it: Bur I find they do 
concern Yhemſelves about it, and that they have 
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1 -uſed the poor Girl IN about it, which I ſhould 


take as done to my ſelf , Who do you mean by 
THE? ſays Robin, ment my RE, and the 
rh, ſays the elder Brother. 
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11 "Bux: „Bark ye, k Ws Brother, are you 15 


Formel do you real the Girl, you 1 

be free with me you know ny. then ſays Robin, FF 
A: will be free with yqu, I. Love her above all 
the Wamen in the World, and I will have Her, 
let them ſay, and do. what they will, 1 believe the 
n will vot Deny me.. 

Ir ſtuck me to r Heart when he told mo this, 
Me tho it was moſt rational to think I would not 
Deny him, Jet I Rue in my own. Conſcience, I 
muſt Deny: bim, and:I faw;my Ruin in my being 
oblig dito do ſo; but IL knew it was my. buſineſs 
to N 1 er 0 x pes him in 

tor t . | 

AT: aig , does he think I cannot Deny him? 
_ he aH find I can Deny him, for all that, Y 
Wm e n my(dear ſaps be, but let me give ou 

hole Frory as it-weat on between us and then F 
IN veu will. 9 
Tux he went on and bold ne, that he reply” b 
1 But Brother, you know She has nothing. 
and you'may have ſeveral Ladies with good For- 
ines: Tis, no matter for that, ſaid Robin, 1 
Lope the Girl; and I will never pleaſe my Pock- 
et an Marxying, and nat pleaſe my Fancy; and 
ſo my Pear adds be, ie i n Oppafing him. 

Yes, yes, ſays , yan thall {ee I can Oppaſe 
him, 1 have learnt to > thy NO now, tho Þ had 3 
t learnt i it before; ifthe beſt Lord in the Land 
offer d me Marriage now, J could cot IE 8 
ſa NO ta him 2 

Wu, but my Pear ſays he, What aun you A 

ops to im? You knowgas-you ſaid when we talk d 1 
it before e, he will ask you many Queſtions i 

about. it, 5 all the Houſe will W what the A 

meaning of It ſhould ' OS A 
N 8 of f HY 
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W my ſays Iſmiling, I can ſtop all their Mouths 
at one Clap, by telling him and them too, that 
X Iam Married already to his elder Brother. 

H x fmil'd a little $00 at the Word, but I could 
ſee it Startled him, and he could not hide the diſ- 
order it put him into; however, he return'd, 
Why tho? that may be true in ſome Senſe, yet I 
ſuppoſe you are but in Jeſt, when you talk of 
7 wing ſuch an Anſwer as that, it may not be 
Convenient on many Accounts. * 845 
No, no, ſays I pleaſantly, I am not fo fond of 
letting that Secret come out, without your Conſent, 
Bor what then can you ſay to him, or to them, 
2X ſays be, when they find you poſitive againſt a Match, 
which would be apparently fo . to your Ad- 


vantage? | 
| W x, ſays I, ſhould I be at a loſs? Firſt of all, 

I am not oblig'd to give them any Reaſon at all, 
on the other hand, I may tell them, I am Mar- 
ried already, and ſtop there, and that will be a 
full Stop too to him, for he can have no Reaſon. 
to ask one Queſtion after it. ; 

Ax, ſays be, but the whole Houſe will teize 
you about that, even to Father and Mother, and if 
= you deny them poſitively, they will be Difoblig'd 
gat you, and Suſpicious beſides. x 
1 H Y, ſays I, What can I do? What would you 
have me do? I was in ſtrait enough before, and as 
TI told you, I was in Perplexity before, and ac- 
x quaited you with the Circumſtances, that I 
might have your Advice, ' 1 
Mx dear ſays he, I have been conſidering very 
much upon it, you may be ſure, and tho' it is a 
piece of Advice, that has a great many Mortifi- 
cations in it to me, and may at firſt ſeem Strange 
to you, yet all Things conſider'd, I ſee no better 
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find him hearty and in Earneft, Marry him. 


way for vou, than to let him go on; and if e- 
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I gave hima look full of Horror at thoſe Word, 
and turning Pale as Death was at the very point 

of linking down out of the Chair I fat in: When 

_ giving a ſtart, my Dear, ſays be aloud, What's I. 


the matter with you? Where are you a going? 


| anda _ many ſuch things; and with jogin 
and ca 


Minutes more. 


Wu N I was fully recover d he began again; 4 
My dear ſays be, What made you ſo Surpriz d at 


Hat I ſaid, I would have you conſider Seriouſly 


of it? you may fee plainly how the Family ftand 1 | 
in this Cafe, and they would be ſtark Mad if it 
was my Caſe, as it is my Brothers, and for I ought 


Tee, it would be my Ruin and yours too. 


Proteftations and Vows to be ſhaken by the dif- 


like of the Family? Did I not always object that 
to you, and you made a light thing of it, as 
What you were above, and would not Value; and 


calling to me, fetch'd me a little te my (elf, I | 
tho it was a good while before I fully recover d 
my Senſes, and was not able to ſpeak for ſeveral 


— AY i ſaysT, ſtill ſpeaking angrily ; are all your E. 


is it come to this now ? Said J. is this your Faith Wai 


and Honour, your Love, and the Solidity of your 


Promiſes ?- | 


H continued perfectly Calm, | rotwithſtand- 3 
ing all my Reproaches, and I was not ſparing of 


them at all; but be reply'd-at laſt, My Dear, 1 


have not broken one Promiſe with you yet; I did | 
tell-you I would Marry you when F was come to # 


my Eſtate ; but you ſee my Father is a hail healthy 


Man, and may live theſe thirty Tears ſtill, and 2 


not be Older than ſeveral are round us in the 
Town; and you never propos d my Marry ing you 


70 , ſooner 
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(64) 1 

ou I boner, becauſe you know it might be my Ruin, 

and as to all the reſt, I have not fail'd you in — 
thing. you have wanted for nothing. 


I could not deny-a Word of this, and had no- 
thing to ſay to it in general; but why then, Jays 
1 can you perſwade me to ſuch a horrid ſtop, as 

leaving you, ſince you have not left me? 

will you allow, no Affection, no Love on my 

Side, where there has been ſo much on your Side? 

Have I made;you no Returns? Have I given no 

XZ Teſtimony of my Sincerity, and of my Paſhon? are 

the Sacrifices I have made of Honour and Modeſty 

in; to you, no Proof of my being ty'd to you in 

Bonds too ſtrong to be broken? ili 


- 


Bur here my Dear, ſays he, you may come in- 
to a ſafe Station, and appear with Honour, and 
with ſplendor at once, and the Remembrance of 
what we have done, may be wrapt up in an eter- 
nal Silence, as if it had never happen d; you ſhall 
always have my Reſpe&, and my fincere Affecti- 
on, only then it ſhall be Honett, and perfectly 
{Juſt to my Brother, you ſhall be my Dear Siſter, 
as now you are my Dear—and there he ſtop d. 

-Y our Dear whore, ſays I, you would have 
ſaid, if you had gone on; and you might as well 
have ſaid it; but I underſtand you: However, I de- 
ſire you to regemper the long Diſcourſes you 
have had watt me, and the many Hours pains 
Pou have taken to perſwade me to Lee myſelf 
n honeſt Woman; that I was your Wife in- 
tentionally, tho not in the Eye of the World; 
and that it was as effectual a * that had 
pass d between us, as if we had been publickly 
Wedded by the Parſon of the Pariſn; you know 
and cannot but remember, that theſe have been 


Pour own Worgs to me. 
| 18 8 1 
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(42) ] 
1 bound this: was - a little too cloſe upon him, 
but I made it up in what follows ; he ſtood ftock il 
Rill'for a while, and faid nothing, and I went on 
thus you cannot, ſays I, without the higheſt in- 
1 that I yielded upon all theſe Pex- i 
waſions without a Love not to be queſtioned, 
not to be ſhaken again by any thing that could 
28 afterward: If you have ſuch diſhonoura- WP 
ble Thoughts of me, I muſt ask you what Founda- 
tion in any of my Behaviour have I given for ſuch F 


A Suggeſtion. 1 * bd: hi -+* 
Ix than I have yielded to the Importunitics of 
my Affection; and if Thave been -perſwaded to 
believe that I am really, and in the Eſſence of 
the Thing your Wife, thall I nom give the Lye 
to all thoſe Arguments, and call myſelf youf᷑ 
Whore, or Miſtreſs, which is the fame thing? And e 
wilt you Transfer me to your Brother? Can you 
Transfer myr Affection? Can you bid me ceaſe o- 
Ving you, and bid nie love him? is it in my Power 2 
think. you to make fach a Change at Demand > WM 


* 


No Sir, {aid I, depend upon it tis impoſſible, and 
whatever 8 of your Side may be, Irin 
ever be True; and I had much rather, ſince it is 
come that unlappy Length =, be your Whore his I 
2 your Brothers wenne e 
Hr appear d pleas'd, and touch'd with the 
impreſſion of this laſt Diſcourſe, zud told me 
that he ſtood where he did before; that he had 
not been Unfzithful to me in af oe Promiſe be 
had ever made yet, but that there were fo marry WF © 
terrible things preſented themſelves to bis View IM ,- 
in the Affair before. me, and that on my Ac- i - 
count in particular, that he had thought of the 
other as a Remedy ſo effectual, as nothing could 
come up to it: That he thought this would not be 
4 | N 0 N : an 


(43) 


in. han we ſhould in the Station we were now in, as 
der. hings might happen: That he durſt ſay, I could 
Hot apprebend any thing from him, as to be- 
Traying a Secret, which could not but be the De- 
 Sfrugion of us both, if it came out: That he had 
Ja. but one Queftion to ask of me, that conld lye in 
ch the way of it, and if that Queſtion was anfwer'd 
in the Negative, hs could not but think ſtill it 
$of was the only Step I could take. 
to I gueſs d at his Queſtion preſently, namely, 
Whether I was ſure I was not with Child? As to 
that, I told bim, he need not be concern'd about it, 
for I was not with Child; why then my Dear, ſays 
a be, we have no time to Talk farther now; con- 
1 fider of it, and think cloſely about it, I cannot 
but be of the Opinion fall, that it will be the 
XX beſt Courſe you can take; and with this,” he took 
> IF. his Leave, and the more haſtily'too, his Mother and 
= Siſters Ringing at the Gare, juſt at the Mo- 
ment that he had riſen up to go 
= Hz left me in theutmoſtCanfuſion of Thought; 
and he eaſily perceiv'd it the next Day, and all 
the reſt of the Week, for it was but Tueſday Even- 
ing when we talked , but he had no O i- 
J do come at me all that Week, till the Sunday 
after, when I being indiſpos'd did not go to 
Church, and he making ſome Excuſe for the like, 
w & «AND now he had me an Hour and a Half again 
c- dy myſelf, aud we fell into the ame Arguments all 
Over again, or at leaſt fo near the ſame, as it would 
de to no purpoſe to repeat them at laſt, I ask'@ 
Aim warmly what — he muſt have of my Mo- 
del, hat heco uld ſuppoſe, I ſhould ſo much as En. 
WES - | tertam 
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therefore, Tentreated him if he had one Grain of 


_ Jandſf he roſe up:to take his leave; I roſe up too, 


out into ſuch a Paſſion of Crying, that tho! 1 


*herfain'a thought of lying with two Brothers? And nuch 
aſſur d him ĩt could never be: I added if he was to nge, 
tell me that he would never ſee me more, than, Me E 
which nothing but Death could be more Terrible, uilt 

et I could never entertain a thought ſo Dif. 


ourable to my ſelf, and ſo Baſe to him; and nn 


Reſpect or Affection left for me, that he wonld ach, 
peak no more of it to me, or that he would pull y ex] 
bis Stord out and Kill me. He appear'd ſurpriz d 11 

at my 3 as he call'd it, told me I was un- Delir 
Kind to my ſelf, and unkind to bim in it; ear 1 
that it wds:aCrifis unlook d for upon us both, and d. 1 
impoſſible for either of us to foteſee; but that he lie 
did not ſee any other way to ſave us both from 
Ruin, and therefore he thought it the more Un- 
kind; but that if he muſt ſay ng more of it to 
me, he added with an unuſual Coldneſs, that he 
Aid not know any thing elſe we had to talk of; 


s if with the {ſame Indifference, but when he 
came to give me as it were a parting Kiſs, I burſt 


would have ſpoke, I could not, and only preſſing 
his Hand, ſrem'd to give him the Adieu; buỹt 
cry dvenemently. ß n 
HE Was ſenſibly mov'd with this; ſo he fat e 
down again, and ſaid a great many kind things to 
urg d the neceſſity of what he had ꝓroppſed ; all! 
the while inſiſting, that if I did refuſe, he wauld i 
notwithſtanding provide for me; but letting me hinę 
plaiuly ſee, that he would derline me in the man 
dint; dap, even as à Miſtreſs; making it a point ine t 
of Honour not to lye with the Woman, thatefor 
onght hecknew, might come tb. be his Mothes 
Wake. | Tus 
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ru x bare loſs of him as a Gallant was not ſq 
ind och my AfMiRtion, as the loſs of his Perſon, who 
to indeed 1 Lov'd to Diſtraction ; and the loſs of a 
an, the Expectations I had, and which I always had 
dle, built my Hopes upon, of having him one Day for 


Dil. y Husband: Thefe things oppreſs d my Mind 
ind o much, that in ſhort, I fell very ill, the agoni- 


of Ms 5f my Mind, in a word, threw me into a high 
ald Feaver, and long it was, that none in the Fami- 
ull y expected my F K wy 
2d IF 1 was reduc'd very low indeed, and was often 


m- Delirious and light Headed ; but nothing lay ſo 
t; year me, as the fear, that when I was light Head- 
nd ed, 1 ſhould ſay ſomething or other to his Preju- 


ice; I was diftreſs'd in my Mind alſo to ſee him, 
nd ſo he was to ſee me, for he really Lov'd me 
moſt paſſionately; but it could not be; there was 
Hot the leaſt Room to deſire it, on one fide, or o- 
her, or ſo much as to make it Decent. 

3 X IT was near five Weeks that I kept my Bed, 
nd tho? the violence of my Feaver abated in three 
Weeks, yet it ſeveral times Return'd; and the 
Phy liczjans Fab two or three times, they could do 
o more for me, but that they muſt leave Nature 
nd the Diſtemper to fight it Out; only ftrength- 
ning the firſt with Cordials to maintain the 
Þtrugle: After the end of five Weeks I grew bet- 
er, but was fo Weak, ſo Alter'd, ſo Melancholly, 
Ind recover'd ſo Slowly, that the Phyficians ap- 
Prehended I ſhould go into a Conſumption ; and 
Which vex'd me moſt, they gave it as their Opi- 
ion, that my Mind was Oppreſs'd, that ſome- 
ing Troubl'd me, and in ſnort, that Twas I w 
os; upon this, the whole Houſe was ſet upon 
eto Examine nie, and to preſs me to tell, whe- 
4 her T was in Love or not, and with who? but as | 


4 


6 {(: wy EN Y 
tue might, Adeny'd. my being in Love at all. 
TRE had on this OGerglten a Squable one Day $ x 
| about me at Table, that had like to have put wel 7 
1 Family in an Uproar;.and for ſometime 1 
they ha ppen'd to be all ar Table, but the Fa- 
ther ; as for me I was Ill, and in my Chamber: al 4 
the beginning of the Talk, which, was juſt as Fo F 
bad finiſh'd their Dinner, the old Gentlewoman 
who had ſent me ſomewhat. to Eat, call'd her Maid 
to go up, and ask me if I wontd/have any rl 
but the Maid brought down; Word, I had not Eat. ip 
en half what ſhe EY ſent me already. , ti 
AL A 8, ſays the old Lady, t. that poor Girl 1 am 
afraid ſhe will never be well. . 
WEIL ſays tbe a Brother, How ſhoulal 4 
Mes, Berey be well, they ſay ſheis:n Love? 
Dh 2 ching of It; A the old Gentlews: 


i dow . know ſays the eldeſt Sifter, what 40 l 1 
. made ſuch à rout about her being 
13 dme, and ſo Charming, ang I know not 
8 * 0 Te? in her hearing tao, that has turn d 3 
tze Cxeatures Head I believe, and who ö 
what poſſeſſions may follow ſuch Doings ? ”o_ my 
N 17 i gon. t 8 what 11 make of it. 3 
| Siſter, you muſt ackno wiedge is 
very i naler ys the elder Brother, Ki 4 | 
Ax, and a great. deal Handſomer ghan, yoo BN 0 
$i r, Jays Robin, and that's your Mortificat ion. 4 
E L L, well, that is not the Queſtion, ſays bi 
Gier, the, Girl is well enough, and ſhe knows it a1 
n 3 the need not be Wet, it to wake taug 
er Vain. 1 
I 4 
Mx are not a talking of her bel 12 2. 23 
te elder Brother, but of her 70 Love zit 
ma be ſhe is in Love with berſelf, it ſeems my 
: ſl think lo, 174 


'2 


93 
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1 would ſhe was in Lone: with me, Jays nobis 
quickly put her out of her Pain. | 
WHraT d' ye mean by that Son, ſoy the "a 
ady, How can you talk ſo ? 
ix at Madam, ſays Robin again, ve honeſt- 
Ay, Do vou think I'd let the poor Girl Die for 
*# E one that 15 near at hand to be had too. 
= FYE Brother, { ſay the ſecond Siſter, how can 
Fou talk fo ? would you take a Creature that has 
4 not a Groat in Nev forld? - 
pern Child ſays Robin, Beauties a . 
8 tion, and 5 with it, is a double Port 
tion; I with thou hadft half her Stock of both 
for thy Portion: So there was her Mouth opp'd, 
I find, ſays the eldeſt Siſter, : if Betty is not in 
A Love. 1m 4 * * is; I wonder he has not broke 
his Mind t to Betty, I warrant ſhe won't ſay N O. 
zue that yield when they're ask d ſay;.Ro- 
bin, are one ſtep before them that were never 
ing asked to yield, Siſter, and two Steps before them 
10t %% that ad before they are ask d: And that's an 
rn Anſwer to you Siſter. | 
Tuts fir the Siſter, and ſhe flew into a Pa- 
my 8 Mon, and ſaid, things were come to that paſs, that 
it was time the Wench meaning me, was out of 
is WF the Family; and but that ſhe was not fit to be 
rund ont, ſhe hap'd her Father and Mother 
K aim) frag conſider of it, as ſoon as ſhe could be re- 
1 Robin re eply d, That mas bufiogls for the Miſter 
it and Miſtreſs of the Family, who were not to be 
taught by One, that had 15 d little Judgment as his 
4 eldeſt Si REY 4 


x WM Iz run up erat deal farther; the Siſter Scold- 
F ed, Robin Rally'd and Banter'd, but poor Betty 
1 laſs? d -Ground be it extreamly in the head 1 


r 
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plain'd to her, that it was very hard the Doctor 


but told me, ſince there had been ſuch a Clamour f 
among them, and that her JOunger Son Talk'd af- 
e 


4: Shs * f 
= 


| % 
Beard af it, and I cry'd heartily, and the via 
Lady came up to me, ſome body having told her 
that T was {6 much concern'd about it: I com- 


lould. paſs ſich a Cenſure upon me, for which 


they had no Ground; and that it was ſtill harder, 


conſidering the Circumſtances I was under in the 
Family; chat 1 hop'd I had done nothing to leffen 
her Eſteem for me, or given any Occaſion for the 
Bickering between her Sons and Daughters; and 
Thad more need to think of a Coffin, than of be- 
ing in Love, and beg d ſhe would not let me ſaf- 
fer in her Opinion for any bodies Miſtakes, but 
'' SHE was ſenſible of the Juſtice of what I ſaid, 


ter ſuch a rattling way as he did; ſhe defir'd.I | | 
would be {6 Faithful to her, as to Anſwer her but 
one Queſtion ſincerely , I told her T would with 


all my heart, and with the utmoſt plaineſs and "7 
Sincerity : Why then the Queſtion was, Whether . Wa 
there was any thing between her Son Robert and clo 
me? I told her with all the Proteſtations of Sin- ber 
.cerity that I was able to make, and as I might Ja 
well do, that there was not, nor ever had been; T be 9 0) 
Told ber, that Mr. Robert had rattled and . 'Y Fa 
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. 
Tu ald. Lady was fully fatisfy'd, and kiſs d 
me, ſpoke chearfully to me, and bid me take care 
of my Health, and want for nothing, and ſo took 
her leave: But when ſhe came down, ſhe found 


the Brother and all his Siſters as reg by the 


Ears; they were Angry even to Paſſion, at his up- 
braiding them with their being Homely, and 
having never had any Sweet-heart, never having 
been ask d the Queſtion, and their being ſo for- 
ward as al moſt to ask firſt : He rallicd them upon 


Humour'd, ho ſhe Sung better than they did, 
and Danc'd better, and how much Handſomer ſhe 
was; and in doing this, he omitted no IIl- natur'd 
Thing that could vex them, and indeed, puſh'd 
too hard upon them: The old Lady came down 
in the height of it, and to put a ſtop to it, told 
them all the Diſcourſe ſhe had had with me, and 
how I anſwer' d, that there was nothing between 
Mr. Robert and J. 25 | 

\ Sn e's wrong there, ſays Robin, for if there 
was not a great deal between us, we ſhould be 
cloſer together than we are: I told her I Loy's 


her hugely, ſays he, but I could never make the 


__ believe I was in Earneſt ; I do not know 
ow you ſhould ſays his Mother, no body in their 
Senſes could believe you were in Earneft, to Talk _ 
ſo to a poor Girl, whoſe Circumſtances you know, © 


4 ſo well. 


„kun prethee Son addeſbe; ſince you tell me that 
you cou 


fo in your Diſcourſe, that no body knows we-. 
ther Ou are in Earneſt Or in Jeſt: But as I find = 


the Girl by 7 5 own Confeſſion has anſwer t 


wuelx, I with you * do ſo too, and tell wem 


ſeriouſſ x, 


d not make her believe you were in Ear- 8 225 
neſt, what muſt we believe about ĩt? for you ramble 
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any thing in it or no? Are you in Earneſt or no? to f. 

Are vou Piſtracted indeed, or are you not? Tis N 

2 a weighty Queſtion, and 1 wiſh you vous make no! 

— u# — 3 about it. ther 
Bx my Faith Mata fa ays Robin, tis in vain N 

to mince the Matter, or tell any more Lyes a- to t 

þ tout ĩt, I am in Earneſt, as much as a Man is, that's of 
going to be Hang 'd. 1 Mrs. Betty would lay ſhe I 

Lovd me, and that ſhe would Marry me, I'd bee 

4 have her to morrow Morning faſting ; and ſay, it n 
E To have, and to hold. inſtead of eating my Breakfaſt. BR 1 
WE I. L, ſays the Mot ber, then there's one Son and 
loſt and ſhe faid it in a very mournful Tone, as thi 

one greatly concern'd at it. ing 

I hope not Madam, ſays Robin, no Man i 1s loſt Ol: 

when a-good Wife has found bim. uc 
Wx but Child, Jays the old Lady, ſhe is a nor 

I Beggar. wit 
aur then Madam, ſhe hn the more need of £ 
Charity ſays Robin TI take her off of- the hands Bre 


olf the Pariſh, and the and I'll Beg together. 

E LED 8 bad Jeſtivg with ſuch things, , ſays the. 8 

TE "RG 
don't]. & Madam, 9 Robin: We'll come 

aud beg your Pardon Madam; and our Beling 

Madam, and my Fathers. 

ITB I s is all out of the way Son, ſays the Ab 
ther, if you are in Earneſt yon are Undone. 

I am afraid not - ſays be, far I am really aid 

* Me won't have me, after all my + Siſters, huttng 


amd bluſtring; I believe I ſhall never be able < ing 
ö perſuade her to it. Ts; 4 Cin St: 
” 125 4A T's a fine Tale indeed, the is not 0 far W. 
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ſort 


to ſ 
BY Mi” Ab- Vit f. y ROBIN, Mrs. Betty's | 


no Fool; But Mrs. Baty may be Engag d ſome o- 
ther way, And what then? 

NAL, ſays the eldeſt Sifter, we can ſay nothing 
to that, Who muſt it be to then ? She is never out 
of the Doors, it muſt be between you. 

I have nothing to 8 to that ſays Robin, 1 have 
been Examin'd e hed f my Brother, If 
it muſt be e us, 80 to Work with him. 
Tx 1s ſtung the elder Brother to the Quick, 
and he concluded that Robin had diſcover d ſome- 
thin However, he kept himſelf from appear- 
iſturb d; Prethee ſays he, don't go to ham 
2 Stories off upon me, I tell you; T deal in no 
ſuch Ware; I have nothing toſay to Mrs. Betty, 
nor to any of the Mi ifs Betty's in lie Pariſh 5 5 and 
with that he roſe up and bruſh d __ pt | 

No, Jays the 40 Siſter, T dare anſwer for my I 
Brother, he knows the World better. | 
bh Txvs the Diſcourſe ended ; but it left the 

elder Brother quite confounded : He concluded his 
Brother had made a full Diſcovery, and he began 
to doubt, whether I had been concern'd in it, or 
not; but with all his Management, he could not. 
way it about to get at ine; at laſt, he was ſo 
ex d, that he was quite Deſperate, and re- 
> tolvd he wou'd come into my Chamber and ſee 
me, bo 770 came of it: In order to this, he 
contriv'd it ſo; that one Day after Dinner, witch- 
Ing his eld Sifter, till — could ſee her 
Stairs, he runs after her, Hark ye Sifter, N be, 
Where is this ſick Woman ? may not a body fes 
ker? TES, ſays the Sifter, 1 believe you may, but 
Kt me go firſt a little, and FN tell you ; 15 ihe 
"Ws : | 4 AE 2 run #3 


RE 


5 ges 1 958 ſhe has learif — 


any more than other People? 


N . 
N - 
"S ** 
—_ ww ) 
8 a 
9 
ws. = 
o 9 


r 
| (52 _ 5 8 B 

4 : 1 | i x . » MN 
miu up tothe Door, and gave me fotice; and pro- 
1 ſently call'd to him again: BROT HE x, ſays ſhe 


inn the ſame kind of Rant: Well, ſays be, at the 


EW > HSE 


glad to ſee you ſo Merry: Sir ſays J, but I think 
the Doctor might have Fund ſome thing better to 
do, than to make his Game at his Patients: If I 
had been IN of no other Diſtemper, I know the 
Proverb too well to have let him come to me: 
What Proverb Jays he? O! I remember it now: 
1 5 | | 
. © There Love is the Caſe, 
„e Doctor's an Aſs. 


Is not that it Mcs. Betty? I finil'd, and ſaid 
nothing: Nay, ſays be, I think the effect hasprov'd 
to be Love; for it ſeems the Doctor has been a- 

e to do you but little Service, you mend very 
lowly they ſay, I doubt there's ſomewhat in it 
. 1 D rn & 45.53% Va AS 
"x | "2 a8 -* - = Mrs. 


1 + + XP 
| R * * 
* = re TT . L 
o 


vou may come if you pleaſe; ſo in he came, juft 
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Mis Bett), 1 doubt you are Sick of the Inclyea- 
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bl. bles, and that is Love; I ſmil'd and ſaid, No, in- 
*X deed Fir, that's none of my Diſtem 


K. to 467 
Wr had a deal of ſuch Dileourke and ſome-- 


times others that ſignify'd, as little; by and by 


He ask d me to Sing them a Song; at which 1 
ſmil'd, and ſaid, my ſinging Days were over: 
At laſt he ask'd me, if he ſhould Play upen his 
Flute to me; his Siſter ſaid, ſhe believ'd it Bobs 
hurt me, and that my Head could not bear it; 
bow'd and ſaid, No, it would not hurt me: And 
pray Madam, faid I, do not hinder it, Tlove the 
Muſick of the Flute very much; then his Siſter 
ſaid, well do then Brother; with that he pnll'd 
out the Key of his Cloſet, Dear Siſter, ſays be, I 
am very Lazy, de ſtep to my Cloſet and. fetch 
my Flute, it lies in ſuch a Drawer, naming a 
Place where he was ſure it was not, that ſhe might 
be a little while a looking for it. ear 
As ſoon as ſhe was gone, he related the whole 
Story to me, of the Diſcourſe his Brother had a- 
bout me, and of his puſhing it at him, and his 
concern about it, which was the Reaſon of his 
contriving this Viſit tome: Iaſſur'd him, I had 
never open'd my Mouth either to his Brother, of 
to any Body elſe; I told him the dreadful Exi- 
gence I was in; that my Love to him, and his offer- 
ing to have me forget that Affection, and remove it 
to another, had thrown me down; and that Thad 
a thouſand Times wiſh'd I might Die, rather than 
Recover, and to have the ſame Circumſtances to 
Wag! with as I had before; and that this back: 
wardneſs to Life, had been the great Reaſon. of 
the flowheſs of my Recovering: ' I added, that 1 
foreſaw, that as ſoon as I was well, I muſt, quit 
the Family; and that as for Marrying his Brot ber, 
. 23 a abhor d 
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abhor'd the thoughts of it, after what had been 
my Caſe with him, and that he might depend up- 
-on. it, I would never ſee his Brother again upon 2 
that Subject; That if he would break all his he 
Vos and Oaths, and Engagements with me, be 1 
that between his Conſcience and his Honour, and 
himſelf: But he ſhould never be able to ſay, that 
I who he had perſuaded to call my ſelf his Wife, 
and who had en him the Liberty to uſe me as a 
Wife, was not as Faithful to him as a Wife ought 


to be, what ever he might be to me. tie 

H x was going to reply, and had ſaid, That he rei 

was forry I could not be perſuaded, and was a We 

going to ſay more, but he heard his Siſter a wb 
E ming, and ſo did 1; and yet I forc'd out theſe fer 
ter Words as a reply, That I ꝙuld never be per- to 
8 fvaded to Love one Bother, and Marry another : D. 
He ſhook his Head and faid, Then I am Rind, ha 
meaning himſelf; and that Moment his Siſter th 
enter d the Room, and told him ſhe could not Pr 


t find the Flute, Well, ſays be merrily, this Lazi- 
= _neſswon't do, ſo he gets up, and goes himſelf to 
= Foto look for it, but comes back without too; 
ot but that he could have found it, but becauſe 
his Mind was a little Diſturb'd, and he had no 
mind to Play; and beſides, the Errand he ſent 
his. Siſter of, was anſwer'd another way; for he ® 
only wanted an Opportunity to ſpeak to me, 
which he gain'd, tho” not much to his Satisfaction. 
* T had however, a great deal of Satisfaction in 
having ſpoken my Mind to him with Freedom, 

and with ſuch an honeft Plaine, as I have rela- 
ted; and tho” it did not at all Work that way, 
Ideſix'd, that is to ſay, to obhge the Perſon to me 
the more; yet it took from him all Sn of 
guitirg me, but by a down right breach of n 
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and (giving up all the Faith of a Gentleman to 
me, which he had ſo often engaged by, never to 
abandon me, but to make me his Wife as ſoon as 
he came to his Eſtate. e e 
Ir was not many Weeks after this, before I 
was about the Houſe again, and began to grow 
well; but IT continu'd Melancholly, fitent, 
dull, and retir'd, which amaz'd the whole Fa- 
mily, except he that knew the Reaſon of it; 
yet it was a great while before he took any No- 
tice of it, and I as backward to ſpeak, as be, carried 
reſpectfully to him, but never offer d to ſpeak a 
Word- to him, that was particular of any kind 
whatſoever , and this continn'd for ſixteen or 


to be diſmiſsd the Family, on Account of what 
Diſtaſte they had taken another Way, in which I 
had no Guilt; foI expected to hear no more of 
this Gentleman, after all his ſolemn Vows, and 
Proteſtations, but to be ruin'd and abandon'd. 
Ax laſt I broke the way myſelf in the Fami- 
I, for my Removing; for being talking ferionſly 
with the old Lady one Day, about my own Cir- 
cumſtances in the World, and how my Diſtemper 
had left a heavineſs upon my Spirits, that I was 
not the ſame thing I was before: The old Lady 
ſaid, I am afraid Betty, what I have ſaid to you, 
about my Son, has had ſome Influence upon you, 
and that you are Melancholly on his Account 
Pray will you let me know how the Matter ſtands 
with you both? if it may not be improper, for 
as for Robin, he does nothing but Rally and Ban- 
ter when I ſpeak of it to him : Why truly Ma- 
dam, faid I, that Matter ſtands as I wiſh it did 
not, and T ſhall be very ſincere with you jn it, 
What ever befalls me Mr. Robert has ſeve- 
3 8 4 ral 


ſeventeen Weeks, ſo that as I expected every Dar 
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dees tbe the Ruin of my Son; but if it be as you 
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upon you as a kind of a Snare to my Son; and I 
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ſeveral times propos d Marriage to me, which 
is what I had no Reaſon to expect, my poor 


Circumſtances. conſider' d; but I have always re- 9 


ſiſted him, and that perhaps in Terms more poſi- 
tive than became me, conſidering the Regard that 
Lought to have for every Branch of your Family: 
But ſaid I, Madam, I could never ſo far forget 


my Obligations to you, and all your Houſe, to 


offer to Conſent to a Thing, which I know muſt 
needs be Diſobliging to you, and this I have made 
my Argument to him, and have poſſitively told 
him, that I would never entertain a Thought of 
that kind, unleſs I had your Conſent, and his Fa- 
thers alſo, to whom I was bound by ſo many in- 
vincible Obligations. * | 
Ap is this poſſible Mrs. Betty, ſays the old 
Lady? than you have been much Juſtier to us, 
than we have been to you; for we have all look'd 


* 


had a Propoſal to make to you, for your Remo- 
Ving, for fear of it; but I had not yet mention'd 


it to you, becauſe I thought you were not — l 


Well, and I was afraid of grieving you too mu 
Jeaft 36:ſhould thro' you down again, for we have 
all bed for you ſtill, tho' not ſo much, as to 


o 
. - 


Tay, we have all wrong'd you very much. 


As to the Truth of what I ſay, Madam, ſaid I, I 


refer you to your Son himſelf, if he will do me any 
Juftice, he muſt tell you the Story juſt as I have 


told it. — ; 


Aw AY goes the old Lady to her Danghters, 
and tells them, the whole Story, juſt as I had told 


= It her, and they were furpris'd at, it, you ma 


be fi 
coul 


re, as I believ'd they would be; one ſaid, fe 
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never have thought it; another ſaid; Robin 
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2s 2 Fool, a Third ſaid ſhe, would not believe 
5 2 Word of it, and ſhe would warrant that Robix 
would tell the Story another way; but the 
old Gentlewoman, who was reſolv'd to go to the 
it | dottom of it, before I could have the leaſt Oppor- 
tunity of Acquainting her Son, with what had 
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t FT paſ'd, reſolv'd too, that the would Talk with her 

o bon immediately, and to that purpoſe ſent for 

ſt him, for he was gone but toa Lawyers Houſe in 

e the Town, upon ſome petty Buſineſs of his own, 

d and upon her ſending, he return'd immediately. 

f 4 3 Upon his coming up, to them, for they were , 
all ſtill together; fir down Robin, ſays the old La- 


dy, I muſt have ſome talk with you; with all my 
of Heart, Madam, ſays Roban, looking very Merry 3 
T hope it is about a good Wife, for I am at 
a great | loſs in that Affair: How can that 
be, ſays his Mother, did not you ſay, you reſol- 
ved to have Mrs. Betty? Ay Madam, ſays Robin; 
but there is one has forbid the Bauns: Forbid the 
Banns ! ſays his Mother, who can that be? Even 
= Mrs. Betty herſelf, ſays Robin. How fo, ſays his 
Mother; Have you ask'd her the Qneſtion then? 
Les, indeed Madam, ſays Robin; I have attack d 
ber in Form, five times ſince ſhe was Sick, and am 
beaten off; the Jade is ſo ſtout, ſhe won't Capi- 
tulate, nor yield upon any Terms, except ſuch as 
I cannot effectually Grant: Explain your ſelf, 
& Jays the Mother, for I am ſur pris d, I do not under- 
ſtand you, I hope you are not in Earneſt. 
Xt War, Madam, ſays be, the Caſe is plain e- 
nougzh upon me, it explains itſelf; ſhe wont have 
me. He ſays; is not that plain enough? I think 
tis plain, and pretty rough too; well but ſays tbe 
Mother, you talk of Conditions, that you cannot 
Grant, what, does ſhe want a Settlement? ler 
ri = n Jointee g | 
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Jointure TO tobe according to her Portion; but ¶ Nheſe 
what Fortune _ ſhe bring you? Nay, as to For 9 Had c 
une, eh Robin, ſhe is rich enough; I am ſatisfyd 4 9 2 orr 
zn that Point; but *tis T that am not able to come! ions 
up to her Terms, and ſhe is poſitive The will not ent 
Have me without. A Deve 
HERE the Siſters put in, Madam, ſays the 4 Con 
cord Siſter, tis impoſſible to be ſerious with him ; he ble t 
will never give a direct Anſwer to any thing; you er 
had better let him alone, and talk - more of it more 
to him; you know how to diſpoſe of her 1 43 
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his way, if you thought there was any thin in tho 
it; Robin was a little warm'd with his Siſters 122 
rudeneſs, but he was even with her; and yet with a gr. 
. good Mlanmers too: There are two ſorts of People, ion 
Madam, ſays be, turning to bis Mother, that there not 
3s no contending; with, that is a wiſe Body and done 
2 Foo], tis alittle hard 1 ſhould engage with both 4 tert 
of them together. if it 
TH E younger Siſter than put in, we muſt be 7 conf 
Fools indeed, fays ſhe, in my Brother's Opinion, if h. 
that he ſhould think we can believe, he has ſeri- but 
ouſly ask'd Mrs. Betty to rd him, and that the Ref 
A has refus'd him. = how 
= 1 Anſwer, and Anſwer not, ſays Solomon; L rephjed | 4 for 
hor Brother: When your Brother had ſaid to your 
Mother, that he had ask d her no leſs than five 
Times, and that it was ſo, that ſhe poſitively De- 
mied him; methinks a younger Siſter need not 3 F 
queſtion the Truth - it, when her Mother did 
not: My Mother y u ſee did not underſtand it, 
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ys the ſecond Siſter 1 Theres ſome difference ſays 
= Robin, oy deſiring me to Arden it, and * 
__ " xelling me ſh&id not believe it. 3 
* WELL but Son, ſays the old Lady, if you are diſ- | 
7 gil to let us into the Myftery of it, What at wore 


ry 


* 3 a | * 
e 
but cheſe hard Conditions? Yes Madam ſays Robin, x 
For- Had done it before now, if the Jeazers here had not 
Hyd orried me byſway of Interruption : The Condi- 
ome tions are, that I bring my Father and you to Con-: 
not ent to it, and without that, ſhe proteſts ſhe will 
eever ſee me more upon that Head; and theſe 
e ſe. Conditions as I ſaid, I ſuppoſe I ſhall never be a- 
1; he ble to Grant; 1 hape my warm Sifters will be An- 
you ſwer'd now, and Bluſh a little; if not, I have no 
Ff it more to ſay till Ihear farther. | 18 
of Tuns Anſwer was ſurprizing to them all, 
1 tho leſs to the Mother, becauſe of what I had 
ters ſaid to her; as to the Daughters they ſtood Mute 
vith a great nile; but the Mother ſaid with ſome Pa- 


* 
| . 


ple, nion, WEIL I., Ihad heard this before, hut Icon d 


xere not believe it; but if it is fo, then we have all 
and done BE TNF wrong, and ihe has behav'd bet» 
oth ter than I ever expected: Nay, ſays the eldeſ Siſter, 
i it is ſo, ſhe has acted Handſomely indeed: I 
be confeſs ſays the Mot ber, it was none of her Fault, 
on, if he was Fool enough to take a Fancy to her; 
eri- but to give ſuch an Anſwer to him, 1thews more 
ſhe WF Reſpect to your Father and me, than I can tell 
bow to Expreſs; I ſhall value the Girl the better 
led BY 
* Robin, unleſs you will give your Conſent : I'll 
conſider of that a while ſays the Mother, I afſure 


way to bring me to Conſent : I wiſh it would go 
quite thro” with it, ſays Robin; if you had as much 


making me Rich, you would ſoon Conſent to it. 


for it, as long as I know her. But I ſhall not ſays 


you, if there were not ſome other Objections in 
the way, this Conduct of hers would go a great © 


thought about making me Eaſie, as yan have about 


Ft W HY Robin, ſays the Mother again, Are o 
really in Earneſt > Would you ſo fain have her as 
you-pretend? Really Madanntſzys Robin, I we 


. by . 
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ot 


r 
tis hard you ſhould Queſtion me upon that Head. 
after all T have ſaid: I won't fay that I will have 


ber, how can: J reſolve that point, when you ſee 


I cannot have her without your Conſent ? beſides 


T am not bound to Marry at all: But this T N 


will ſay, I am in Earneſt in, that T will never 
have any body elſe, if I can help it; ſo you may 


Determine for me, Betty, or no Body, is the Word; Y7 
and the Queſtion which of the Two ſhall be in 
your Breaſt to decide Madam; provided only, that 


my good bumour d Siſters here, may have no Vote in it. 


ALL this was dreadful to me, for the Mother -. 


began to yield, and Rolin prefs'd her Home in it: 
On the other hand, ſhe adviſed with the eldeſt 
Son, and he uſed all the Arguments in the World 
to perſuade her to Conſent; alledging his Bro- 
thers paſſionate Love for me, and my generous 
Regard to the Family, in refuſing my own. Ad- 
vantages, upon ſuch a nice point of Honour, and 
a thouſand ſuch Things : And as to the Father 
he was a Man in a hurry of publick Affairs, and 
etting Money, ſeldom at Home, thoughtful: of 
e main Chance; but left all thoſe Things to his 
Wife. 25 33. 
' You may eaſily believe, that when the Plot 
was thus, as they thought broke out, and that eye- 
1 one thought they knew how Things were car- 
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ried: It was not ſo Difficult, or ſo Dangerous, for ** | 
the elder Brother, who no body ſuſpected of any b 


thing, to have a freer Acceſs to me than before: 


Nay the Mother, which vas juſt. as he wiſh'd, Pro- * * 


pos d it to him to Talk with Mrs. Betty; for it 
may be Son ſaid ſhe, you may ſee farther into the 
Thing than 1; and fee if you think the has been 

o Poſitive as Robin ſays ſhe has been, or no. This 
was as well as he could wiſh, and he as it were 
HOW yiclding 
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„dns to Talk, with me at bis Mother's Re- 
[ queſt, . She brought me to him into her own 


Chamber; told me her Son had ſome Buſineſs with 
me at her Requeſt, and deſir d me to be very Sin- 


hy gere with him; and then ſhe left us together, and 


he went and ſhüt the Door after her. 


I. 


Fx. He came back to me, and took me in hi 
Arms and kiſsd me very Tenderly; but told me, 


he had a long Diſcourſe to hold with me, and it 


was now come to that Criſis, that I ſhould make 
my ſelf Happy or Miſerable, as long as I Liv'd : 
That the Thing was now gone ſo far, that if I 
could not comply with his Deſire, we ſhould be 
both Ruin'd : Then he told me the whole Story 
between Robin, as he call'd him, and his Mother, 
and Siſters, and himſelf; as it is above: And now 
XZ dcar. Child, ſays he, conſider what it will be to 
Marry a Gentleman of a good Family, in good 


& Circumſtances, and with the Conſent of the whole 


= Houſe, and to enjoy all that the World can give 
vou: And what on the other Hand, to be ſunk in- 
to the, dark Circumſtances of a Woman that has 
W loſt her Reputation; and that tho' I ſhall be a 


wate Friend to you while I live, yet as I ſhall 
be ſuſpected always; ſo you will be afraid to ſee 
me, and I ſhall be afraid to own you. 

HE gave me no time to Reply, but went on 


Ir with me thus: What has happen'd between us 


Child, fo long as we both agree to do ſo, may be 


Y buried and forgotten: I ſhall always be your ſin- 
cCere Friend, without any Inclination to nearer In- 
timacy, when you become my Siſter, and we 


ſhall ave all the honeſt part of Converſation 
E any Reproaches between us, of having 
done amiſs: I beg of you to conſider it, and do 
not ſtand in the way of your own Safety and Proſ- 
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perity; and to ſatisfie you that I am Sincere, ad- 
ded he, I here offer you 500 l. in Money, to make 
veu ſome Amends for the Freedoms I have, taken 
with you, which we ſhall look upon as ſome of the 
—_— our Lives, which tis hop'd we may Re- 
nt of. |. 79? L Hex 1 
5 He ſpoke this in fo much more moving Terme 
than it is poſſible for me to Expreſs, and with ſo 
much greater force of Argument than I can re- 
peat: That I only recommend it to thoſe who 
Read the Story, to-ſuppoſe, that as he held me a- 
bove an Hour and Half in that Diſcourſe, fo he 
anſwer'd all my Objections, and fortified. his Diſ- 
courſe with all the Arguments, that humane Wit 
and Art could Deviſe. E 
I cannot ay however, that any thing he ſaid, 
made Imprethon enough upon me, ſo as to give me 
any thought of the Matter; till he told meat 
laſt very plainly, that if I refus'd, he was ſorry i 
to add, that he could never go on with me in that 


Station as we ſtood before; that tho? he Lovw'd me then 

as well as ever, and thatT was as agreeable ta him, rify 

as ever; yet, Senſe of Vertue had not ſo far for- on 
Taken him, as to fufter him to lye with a Woman, . wo1 

that his Brother Courted to make his Wife; aud ff in; 

he took his leave of me, with a denial in this eaſ 
Affair; whatever he might do for me iu the ] 
Point of ſupport, grounded on his firft Engage- fec 
ment of maintaining me, yet he would not have Iin 
me be ſurpriz d, that he Was oblig'd to tell me, Kr 
de could not allow himſelf to fee. me -any i= of. 
more; and that indeed I could not expect it of i ®2 
Him, f : $226 3 10 45 Br 
I'receiv'd this laſt part with ſome tokens of Sur- m 


S.- 2 and Diſorder, and had much a do, to avoid 
king down, for indeed I lov'd him to an Extra- 
LED "gd  *___ Vaganice, il 


we 
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agance, not eaſie to imagine; but he perceiy'd 
1 we Diforder, he entreated me to conſider feri- 
WT ouſly of it, aſſur d me that it was the only wa 
to Preſerve our mutual Affection, that in this 
Station we might love as Friends, with the utmoſt 
bPaſſion, and with a love of Relation untainted; 
tree from our juſt Reproaches, and freę from o- 
ther Peoples Suſpicions; that he ſhould ever 
acknowledge his happineſs owing to me; N 
would be Debtor to me as long as he liv'd, . 
would be paying that Debt as long as he had 
Breath; Thus he wrought me up, in ſhort, to a 
iſ- kind of Heſitation in the Matter; having the 
X Dangers on one Side repreſented in lively Fi- 
gures, and indeed heightn'd by. my Imagination 
of being turn d out to the wide World, a meer 
caſt off Whore, for it was no leſs, and per- 


: | * * . 


at X haps expos'd as fuck ; with little to provide 
ry for myſelf; with no Friend, no *Acquain- 
It IX tance in the whole World; ont of that Town, and 
ne there I could not pretend to ſtay; all this ter- 
n, rify'd me to the laſt Degree, and he took care up- 
ron all Occafions to lay it home to me, in the 
n, *# worſtColours that it could be poſſible to be drawn 
if in on the other Hand, he fail'd not to ſet forth the 


3 eaſy proſperous Life, which I was going to live. 
3 HE anſwer'd all that I could object from Af- 
fection, and from former Engagements, with tel - 


ve ling me the Neceſſity that was before us of ta- 
ce, king other Meaſures now; and as to his Promiſes 
wy of Marriage, the nature of things be ſaid, had put 


anEnd to that, by the probability of my being his 
Brothers Wife, before the time to which his Pro- 
miſes all referr'd, 


ments 


Tus in a Word, I may ſay, he Reaſon'd me 
out. of my Reaſon; he conquer d all my Argu- 
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im, and had the Thanks of a faithful Friend for 


was of being drop'd by both of them, and left a- 
lone in the World to x; f 


ance, that. it was eaſie to ſee I ſhould go to Church, 


to make him ve 


Copy = N 
ments, and I began to ſee a Danger that I was in? e. 
which I had not conſider d of before, and that . mif. 


P = 
9 1 


A 


d to ſhift for myſelt. — 
IIS, and his perſwaſion, at length PrevaiF'd h. 
with me to Conſent, tho' with ſo much Relu&. a 3 


like a Bear to the Stake; IT had ſome little Ap- * 
prehenſions about me too, leaſt my new Spouſe, 
who by the way, I had not the leaſt Affection for; 
Thould he be skilful enough to Challenge me. on 
another Account, upon our firft coming to Bed 
together; but whether he did it with Deſign, or 
not, I know not; but his elder Brother took care 
much Fuddled before he went 
to Bed; ſo that I had the Satisfaction of a drunken 
Bedfellow the firſt Night: How he did it I know 8 
not, but I concluded that he certainly contiriv d 
it, that his Brother might be able to make no 
Judgment off the difference between a Maid and a 
married Woman; nor did he ever Entertain any 
Not ions of it, or diſturb his Thoughts about it. © 
+I ſhould go back a little here, to where I left 
off; the elder Brother, having thus manag'd me, 
his next  buſinefs was to Manage his Mother, 
and he never left till he had brought her to ac: 
quieſce, and be paſſive in the thing; Even 
without acquainting the Father, other than by 
Poſt Letters: So that ſhe conſented to our Marry 
ing privately, and leaving her to manage the Fa- 
ther afterwards. 3 n 2 
+ THEN he Cajol'dwith his Brother, and perſwad- 
ed him what Service he had done him, and how he 
had brought his Mother to Conſent, which tho 
Fruz, was not indeed done to ſerve him, but to 
ſerve himſelf; but thus diligently did he cheat 


ſhift- : 


* 


%% 00 
BS ſhifting off his Whore into his Brothers Arms for 
a Wife. So certainly does Intereſt baniſh all man- 

ner of Affection, and ſo naturally do Men give 

up Honour and Juſtice, Humanity, and even 

TChhriſtianity, to ſecure themſelves. "OS 
lmuſt now come back to Brother Robin, 2s we al- 
ways call'd him 3 WHO havin & ot his Mother's Con- 
ſent as above, came big with the News to me, and 
told me the whole Story of it; with a Sincerity fo 

viſible ; that I muſt confeſs it griev'd me, that I 

muſt be the Inſtrument to abuſe ſo honeſt a Gen- 

tleman ; but there was no Remedy, he would have 
me, and I was not oblig'd to tell him, that I was 
his Brother's Whore, tho' I had no other way to 
put him off; ſo I came gradually into it, to his 

FX Satisfa&ion, and behold, we were Married. 

Mops rx forbids me to reveal the. Secrets 

of the Marriage Bed, but nothing could have hap- 

pen'd more ſuitable to my Circumſtances than 
that, as above, my Husband was ſo Fuddled when 
he came to Bed, that he could not remember in 
the Morning, whether he had had any Converſa- 
tion with me or no, and I waFoblig'd to tell him 
be bad, tho' in reallity he had not, that I might be 

2 1 he could make no enquiry about any thing 

= cle. q : 

= Tr concerns the Story in hand verylitt le, to en- 

ter into the farther particulars of the Family, or of 

myſelf, for the fiveYears that Iliv'd with this Hus- 
band; only to obſerve that J had two Children by 
him, and that at the end of five Year he Died : 

He had been really a very good Husband to me, 

and weliv'd very agreeably together ; But as he 

had not receiv'd much from them, and had in the 
little time he liv'd acquir'd n great Matters, ſo 

my Circumſtances were not great; nor was I 
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loſs of my Husband nor indeed can I ſay, that! 


after our Marriage, but carried it juſt as a Brother 


ther was Married, and we being then remov'd to 


could not bear the fight of his being given to a- 


e 
much mended by the Match: Indeed I. had pre- 
ſerv'd the elder Brother's Bonds to me, to paß 
me 500 l. which he offer d me for my Conſent to 
Marry, his Brother; and this wah what I had 
ſaved of the Money he formerly gave me, and a- 
bout as much more by my Husband, left me a 
Widow with about 1200 J. in my Pocket. 
Mx two Children were indeed taken happily '* 
off of my Hands, by my Husband's Father and 
Mother, and that by the way was all they got by 2 
Mrs. Betty. | | „ 1 
I confeſs I was not fuitably affected with tbe 


ever Lov'd him as I ought to have done, or as was 
propoſtigpable to the good Uſage I had from him, 
or he was a tender, kind, good humonr'd Man as 
any Woman could deſire ; but his Brother being ſo 
always in my fight, at leaff, while we were in the 
Country, was a continual Snare to me; and I ne- 
ver was in Bed with my Husband, but I wiſh'd my 
ſelf in the Arms of his Brother; and tho' his Bro- 
ther never offer'd me the leaſt Kindneſs that way, 


(nia. lend 


ought to do; yet, it was impoſſible for me to do 
fo to him: In ſhort, I committed Adultery and 
Inceſt with him every Day in my Deſires, which 
without doubt, was as effectually Criminal in the 
Nature of the Guilt, as if I had actually doneit. 

BENHORE my Husband Died, his elder Bro- 


London, were written to by the old Lady to come, 
and be at the Wedding; my Husband went, but I 
pretended Indiſpoſition, and that I could not poſ- 
Iibly Travel, ſo I ſtaid behind; for in ſhort, I 


nother Woman, tho I knew I was never to Joys 


3 wih 
k 9393 * 


— 


* 
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I was now 4s above, left looſe to the World, and 
being ſtill Young and Handſome, as every body 


A | ſaid of me, and I aſſure you, I thought my ſelf 74 


and with a tollerable Fortune in my Pocket, 


| = no ſmall value upon my ſelf : I was Courted 
1 


ſeveral very conſiderable Tradeſmen; and par- 
ticularly, tart warmly by one, a Linnen-Draper, 
at whoſe Houſe after my Husband's Death I took 
a Lodging, his Siſter being my Acquaintance 
here I had all the Liberty, and all the Opportu- 
nity to be Gay, and appear in Company that I 
could defire ; my Landlord's Siſter being one of 
the Madeſt, Gayeſt things alive, and not ſo much 
Miſtreſs of her Vertue, as I thought at firſt ſhe 
had been: She brought me into a World of wild 
Company, and even brought home ſeveral Per- 
ſons, ſuch as ſhe lik'd well enough to Gratifie, to ſee 
her pretty Widow, ſo ſhe was pleas'd to call me,andthat 
Name Igot in a little time in Publick; now as Fame 
and Fools make an Aſſembly, I was here wonder- 
fully Careſs d; had abundance of Admirers, and 
ſuch as call'd themſelves Lovers; but I found not 
one fair Propoſal among them all; as for their 
common Deſign, that I underſtood too well to be 
drawn into any more Snares of that Kind: The 
Caſe was alter'd with me, I had Money in my 
Pocket, and had nothing to ſay to them: I had 
been trick'd once by that Cheat calPd, LOVE, but 
the Game was over; Iwas reſolv'd now to be Mar- 
3 or Nothing, and to be well Married, or not 
at all. 
I lov'd the Company indeed of Men of Mirth _ 
and Wit, Men of Gallantry and Figure, and was 
often entertain'd with ſuch, as I was alſo with o- 
thers ; but I found by juſt Obſervation, that the 


brighteſt Men came upon ＋ dulleſt Errand, that is 
* 2 to 


668) 


o ſay, the Pulleſt, as to what I aim'd at on the other 
Hand, thoſe who came with the beſt Propoſals, were 
the -Dulleſt and moſt diſagreeable Part of the 
World: I was not averſe to a Tradeſman, but then 
I wonld have a Tradeſinan forſooth, that was ſome- 
thingof a Gentleman too; that when my Hus- 
band had a. mind to carry me to the Court, or to 
the Play, he might become a Sword, and look as 


one that bad the mark of his Apron- ſtriugs upon 
his Coat, or the mark of his Hat upon his Perri- 
wig; that ſhould look as if he was ſet on to his 
Sword, when his Sword was put on to him, and 
that carried his Trade in his Countenance. 

WELL, at laſt I found this amphibious Crea- 
ture, this Land-water-thing, call'd, a Gentleman- 
Tradeſman, and as a juſt, Plague upon my Folly, 
I was catch'd in the very Snare, which as I might 
ſay, I laid for my ſelf; ; I ſay laid for my ſelf, for J 
2 not Trepan.d I confeſs, but I betray'd my 
„ ee e eee 
ITA IS was a Draper too, for tho my Com- 
rade would have brought me to a Bargain with 
her Brother; yet when it came to the Point, it 


neyer be kept for a Miſtreſs, that had Money to 
keep er ſelf. A 5 8 . 8 
Ins my Pride, not my Principle, my Mo- 
ney, not my Vertue, kept me Honeſt; tho as it 
prov'd, I found I had much better have been Sold 
my She Comrede to her Brother, than have Sold 
my ſelk as I did to a Tradefman, that was Rake, 
Gentleman, Shop keeper, and Beggar all together. 
Bur I was hurried on (by my Fancy to a 
Gentleman) to Ruin my ſelf in the groſſeſs Man- 
i 0 a 


r 3 
e 1 


like a Gentleman, as another Man; and not be 


was it ſeems for a Miſtreſs, not a Wife, and 1 
kept true to this Notion, that a Woman ſhould 


3 Wy 
ner that ever Woman did; for my new Husband 
coming to a lump of Money at once, fell into 
ſuch a profuſion of Expence, that all I had, and 
all he had before, if he had any thing worth men- 
tioning, would not have held it out above one Year, 

HE was very fond of me for about a quarter of 

a Year, and what I got by that,was, that I had the 

pleaſure of ſeeing a great deal of my Money 3 | 
upon my felf, and as I may fay, had ſome of the 

{pending it too: Come, my dear, ſays he to me one 

Day, Shall we go and take a turn mtothe Country 

for about a Week ? Ay, my Dear, ſays I, Whether 

would you go? I care not whether ſays be, but 1 
have a mind to look like Quality for a Week ; 
we'll goto OxroRD fays he: How ſays I, ſhall. 
we go, I am no Horſe Woman, and tis too far 
for a Coach; too far ſays he, no Place is too far for 
a Coach and Six: If I carry you out, you ſhall 
Travel like a Dutcheſs z hum Jays I, my Dear tis 
a Frolick, but if you have a mind to it I don't 
care? Well the time was appointed, we had a rich 
Coach, very good Horſes, a Coachman, Poſtilion, 
and two Footmen in very good Liveries; a Gen- 
tleman on Horſeback, and a Page witha Feather in 
his Hat upon another Horſe, The Servants all call'd 
him my Lord, and the Inn-Keepers you may be 
ſure did the-like, and I was ber Honour, the Coun- 
teſs; and thus we Travel'd to Ox FoRD, and a 
very pleaſant Journey we had.; for, give him his 
due, not a Beggar alive knew better how to be a 
Lord than my. Husband : We ſaw all the Rarctics 
at OXFORD, talk'd with two or three Fellows 
of Colleges, about putting out a young Nephew, 
that was left to his Lordihip's Care to the Univer- 
ſity, and of their being his Tutors ; we diverted our 
{elves with bantering ſeveral other poor Scholars, 
= 3 with 


with hopes of being at leaſt his Lordſhip's Chap- 
la ins and putting ona Scarf; and thus having liv'd 
like Quality indeed, as to Expence; we went a- 
way. for Northampton, and m a word, in about 
twelve Days ramble came Home again, to the 
Tune of about 93 I. Expence. _ 

VANITY 3 the perfection of a Fop ; my Hus- 
band had this Excellence, that he valued nothing 
of Expence, and as his Hiſtory you may be ſure, 


has very little weight in it; tis enough to tel! 


u, that in about two Years and a Quarter he 
Broke, and was not fo happy to get over into the 
Mint, but got into a Spunging-Houſe, being Ar- 
reſted in an Action too heavy for him to give Bail 
to, ſo he ſent for me to come to him. 

_*IT was no ſurprize to me, for I had foreſeen 
ſometime, that all was going to Wreck, and had 
been taking care to reſerve ſomething if I conld, 
tho it was not much for myſelf : But when he ſent 
for me, he behav'd much better than I expected, 
and told me plainly, he had plaid the Fool and 
ſuffer'd himſelf to be Surpriz d which he might 


Have prevented; that now he foreſaw he could 


not ſtand it, and therefore he would have me go 
Home, and in the Night take away every thing I 
had in the Houſe of any Value and ſecure it; and 
after that, he told me, that if I could get away 
Icol. or 200 l. in Goods out of the Shop, I ſhould 
do it, only ſays be, let me know nothing of it, 
neither what you take, or whether you carry it; 
for as for me ſays be, Iam reſolv'd to get out of 
this Houſe and be gone, and if you never hear of 
me more, my Dear, ſays he, I with you well ; I am 
only ſorry for the Injury I have done you: He ſaid 
ſome very handſome Things to me indeed at Part- 
ing; for I told you he was a Gentleman, and that 
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was all the benefit I had of his being ſo; that he 
uſed me very handſomely, and wit good Man- 
ners upon all Occaſions, even to the laſt, only 
"= (ſpent all T had, and left me to Rob the Creditors 
for ſomething to Subſiſt on. bs FE 
4 How EVER, I did as he bad me, that you may 

be ſure, and having thus taken my leave of him, 
I never ſaw him more; for he found means to 
break out of the Bailiff's Houſe that Night, or 
the next, and got over into France; and for the reſt, 
the Creditors ſcramblꝰd for it as well as they could: 
How I knew not, for I could come at no Know 
ledge of any thing, more than this; that he came 
Home about three a Clock in the Morning, caus'd. 
the reſt of his Goods to be remov'd into the Mint, 
and the Shop to be ſhut up, and having rais'd what 
Money he could get together, he got over as I 
ſaid to France, from whence I had one or two Let- 
ters from him, and no more. 5 | 

I did not ſee him when he came Home, for he 
having given me ſuch Inſtructions as above, and 
I having made the beſt of my Time; I had no 
more Buſineſs back again at the Houſe, not know- 
ing but I might have been ſtop'd there by the 
Creditors; for a Commiſion of Bankrupt, being 
ſoon after Iſſued, they might have ſtop'd me by 
Orders from the Commiſioners: But my Husband 
having ſb dextrouſly got out of the Bailiff's Houſe: 
by letting himſelf down in a moſt deſperate Man- 
ner, from almoſt the top of the Houſe, to the 
top of anorhef Building, and leaping from thence 
which was almoſt two Stories, and which was e- 


nough indeed to have broken his Neck: He came 
home and got away his Goods, before the Credi- 
tors could come to Seize, that is to ſay, before 


they 


7 1 


* 


Ne 72) 
they could get out the Commiſſion, and be ready 
to ſend their Officers to take Poſſeſſion. 5 
Mx Husband was fo civil to me, for fill I ſay, 
he was much of a Gentleman, that in the firſt Letter 
he wrote me from France, he let me knoy where 
he had Pawn'd 20 Pieces of fine Holland for 3ol. 
Which were really worth aboye gol. and enclos'd 
me the Token, and an order for the taking them 
+ Up, paying the Money, which I did, and made 
in time above 1001. of them, having Leiſure to 
cut them and ſell them, ſome and ſome, to private 

Families, as opportunity offer d. | 
© However with all this, and all that J had ſe- 
cur'd before, I found upon caſting things up, my 
Caſe was very much alter'd, and my Fortune 
much leſſen'd, for including the Hollands, and a 
Parcel of fine Muſlins, which. I carry'd off before, 
and ſome Plate, and other things; I found J 
could hardly muſter up 500 J. and my Condition 
was very odd, for tho' I had no Child, (I had had 
one by my Gentleman Draper, hut it was buried,) yet 
'T was a Widow bewitch'd, I had a Husband, and 
no Husband, and I could not pretend to Marry a- 
gain, tho' T knew well enough my Husband would 
never ſee England any more, if he liv'd fifty Years : 
Thus I ſay, 1 was limitted from Marriage, what Of- 
fer ſoever might be made ine: and I had not one 
Friend to adviſe with, in the 1 L wasin, at 
leaſt not one I durſt Truſt the Secret of my Cir- 
cmuſtances to, for. if the Commiſſioners were to 
have been inform'd where I was, I ſhould have 
been fetch'd up, and examin d upon Oath, and 
all I had fav'd be taken away fromme. 
Vo thele Apprehenſions the firſt thing I did, 
was to go quite out of my Knowledge, and go by 
another Name: This I did effectually, for I 
«IN | 3 8 went 


— hs — * — 
8 "7 5 - 2 p 
Wo < SO > * wa — 


— 
* * A * ＋ 
* = N 
n 


| 
| 

| 
* 
E 
. 


- * 
-y 
DP 


r * . 7 
r 


: 8 7 


U 
= 
f 
* 
y 
os. 
_—_ : 
+ 
4 
'S 
_ 
4 
„ 
| U 
1 4 
_ 
* 
& : 
. 
1 | 
y : 
_ 
_ 5 
R 
. = 
. 
I 
15 +4 
_—_ ; 
KEE 
3 4 
\ *” ka 
\ 2 4 
x 
* 
{ - 
. 
7 un 
. 
1 . 
I 
b Ta 
4A 
_ 
19 
"4 a 
{4 +1} 
t] i 
a 
i 
5 
i, ' { 
Wa. 
TY 
. 


- 
l 
1 
# 
> 
- 
* 
1 
1 


1 
o * 
1 
yl . 
* 

v5 


Wa] 


SF . \g © www, 0 Fu” 


„ * v 5 Ws 
e 3 vF 1 n p —— ene 6 —_ * * 
8 "x - - 0 q ”, 7 ? 44 : . D 4 
a « 11 * ices AM „ * a a; __ 2 
Re 


5 * P 
Pa % 
pe - WT 
N 5 
23 on ww” 


C73 ) 

gent into the Mint too, took Lodgings in a very 
3 Place, dreſt me up in the Habit of a WI. 
dow, and call'd myſelf Mrs. Flanders. 

HERE, however I conceal'd myſelf, and tho? 
my new Acquaintances knew nothing of me, yet 
J loon got a great deal of Company about me; and 
whether it be that Women are ſcarce among the 
& Sorts of People that generally are to be found there; 
or that ſome Conſolation in the Miſeries of the 
Place, are more Requiſite than on other Occaſions, 
I ſoon found an agreeable Woman was exccedingly 
valuable among the Sons of Affliction there; and 


F 


that thoſe that wanted Money to pay Half a 
Crown in-the Pound to their Creditors, and that 
run in Debt at the Sign of the Bull for their Din- 
ners, would yet find Money for a Supper, if they 
lik'd the Woman. 
= How ag 75 myſelf Safe yet, tho' I be- 
gan like my Lord Rocheſters Miſtreſs, that lov'd 
= his Company, but would not admit him farther, 
to have the Vandal of a Whore, without the Joy; 
and upon this ſcore tir'd with the Place, and in- 


deed with the Company too, I began to think of 
Removing,  _ | 2 FP 
_ , IT as indeed a Subject of ſtrange Reflection to 
me, to ſee Men who were overwhelm'din perplex'd 
Circumſtances; who were reduc'd ſome Degrees 
below being Ruin'd; whoſe Families were Objects 
of their own Terror and other Peoples Charity; 
yet while a Penny laſted, nay, even beyond it, 
endeavouring to drown their Sorrow in their Wick- 
edneſs; heaping up more Guilt upon themſelves, 
labouring to forget former things, which now it 
was the proper tune togemember, making more 
Work for Repentance, and Sinning on, as a Remedy 
„„ 


BA 


2 
8 


B00 + it is none of my Talent to preach; thef: 
- Men were too wicked, even for me; there was 


was more eaſie than to ſee how Sighs would inter- 


their very Mouths, when they had parted wit 
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perhaps the poof weeping Wife comes over to him, 


and this adds to his ſelf Reproaches but when he 
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ſomething horrid and abſurd in their way of Sin- 
ning, for it was all a Force even upon themſelves; 
they did not only act againſt Conſcience, but a- 
gainſt Nature; they put a Rape upon their Tem- 
per to drown the Reflections, which their Circum- 
ſtances continually gave them; and nothin 
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5 
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rupt their Songs, and paleneſs, and anguiſh fit 
upon their Brows, in ſpight of the ford Smiles 
they put on; nay, ſometimes it would break out at 


their Money for x lewd Treat, or a wicked Em- 
brace ; I have heard them, turning about, fetch 
a deep Sigh, and cry what a Dag am [! Well Betty, 
my. Dear, LN drink thy Health tho', meaning the 2 
Honeft Wife, that perhaps had not a Half a Crown 
for herſelf, and three or four Children: The next 
Morning they are at their-Penitentials again, and 


either brings him ſome Account of what his Cre- 
ditors are doing, and how ſhe and the Children are 
turn'd out of Doors, or ſome other dreadful News; 


bas Thought and Por'd on it till he is almoſt 
Mad, having no Principles to Support him, no- 
thing within him, or above him, to Comfort him; 
but finding it all Darkneſs on every Side, he flyes 
to the ſame Relief again, (viz.) to Drink it away, 
Pebauch it away, and falling into Compan 
of Men in juſt the ſame Condition with himfelf, 
he repeats the Crime, and thus he goes every Day 
one Step onward of his way to Deſtruction. 


I 


k + 


Av * * % by wen © 


I was not wicked enough for ſuch Fellows ag 

theſe yet; on the contrary, I began to conſider 
here very ſeriouſly what I had to do; how things 
ſtood with me, and what Courſe I ought to take: 
I knew I bad no-Friends, no not one Friend, or 
Relation in the World; and that little I had left 
apparently waſted, which when it was gone, I 


g | ſaw nothing but Miſery and Starving was before 


me: Upon theſe Conſiderations, I ſay, and filFd 
with Horror at the Place I was in, and the dread- 
ful Objects, which I had always before me, I 
= 7eſolv'd to be gone. ; 5 
I had made an Acquaintance with a very ſober 
good ſort of a Woman, who was a Widow too like 
me, but in better Circumſtances ; her Husband 
had been a Captain of a Merchant Ship, and ha- 
ving had the Misfortune to be Caſt away coming 
Home on a Voyage from the Weſt-Indies, whi 
would have been very profitable, if he had come 
ſafe; was ſo reduc'd by the Loſs, that tho* he had 
ſaved his Life then, it broke his Heart, and kill'd 
him afterwards, and his Widow being perſued 
by the Creditors was forc'd to take Shelter in the 
Mint: She ſoon made things up with the help 
of Friends, and was at Liberty again; and finding 
that I rather was there to be conceaFd, than by a- 
ny particular Proſecutions, and finding alſo that 
T agreed with her, or rather ſhe with me in a juſt Ab- 
horrence of the Place, and of the Company; ſhe 
invited me to go Home with her, till I could put 
myſelf in ſome poſture of ſettling in the World 
to my Mind; withal telling me, that it was ten to 
one, but ſome good Captain of a Ship might take 


a Fancy to me, and Court me, in that part of the 
Town where ſhe liv d. 


8 T ac- 
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L accepted her offer, and was with her Half a 
Pear, and ſhould have been longer; but in that WM 
Interval what ſhe propos'd to me happen'd to her- 
ſelf, and ſhe | magxy?d/ very much to her Advan- 

tage; but whoſe Fortune ſoever was upon the En- 

creaſe, mine ſeem'd to be upon the Wane, and I 
found nothing preſent, except two or three Boat- 
Jwains, or ſuch Fellows, but as for the Com- 
manders they were generally of two Sorts. 1. 


* 


had no power to recomend: That Money only 
7 | made 


Such as having good Buſinefs, that is to ſay, a 195 
good Ship, refolv'd not to Marry, but with Ad- had } 
vantage, that is, with good a Fortune. 2. Such i Pave 
as being out of Employ, wanted a Wife to help * 
them to a Ship, I mean. (1.) A Wife, who | 7 
having ſome Money could enable them to hold, - — 
as they call it, a good part of a Ship themſelves, 5 
40 to encourage Owners to come in, Or. (2.) A Ke 
Wife who if the had not Money, had Friends who ps 
were concern'd in Shipping, and fo could help to that 
put the young Man into good Ship, which to for 
them is as good as a Portion, and neither of theſe 5 * 
was my Cafe ; ſo I look d like one that was to he he 
% y SaaS BE B 
Tz 15 Knowledge I ſoon learnt by Experience, Hom 
(u.) That the State of things was altered, as to Liao 
Matrimony, and that I was not to expect at Lon- * 
don, what I had found in the Country; that Mar- Fa 
riages were here the Conſequences of politick Sche- £5 
mes, for forming Intereſts, and carring on Buſi- * 
neſs, and that Lo vH had no Share, or but very Thi 
little in the Matter. | BATES the 
(; THAT, as my Siſter in Law, at Colcheſter. had BW Co 
laid Beauty, Wit, Manner 8, Sence, good Humour, 4 = 
good Behaviour, Education, Vertue, Piety, or a: — 
ny other Qualification, whether of Body or Mind, 
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(77) 
made a Woman agreeable : That Men choſe Mi- 
Wtreſſes indeed by the guft of their Affection, and 
Wit was requifite. to a Whore to be Handſome, well 
ſchap d, have a good Mein, and a graceful Behaviour; 
but that for a Wi fe, no Deformity would ſhock the 
d 7 Fancy, no ill Qualities, the Judgement; the Mo- 
ney was the thing; the Portion was neither crook- 


8 * 
* 
ö | 
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at- . 
2 ech or Monſtrous, but the Money was always a- 
I. greeable, whatever the Wife was. Tp” 


= ON the other Hand, as the Market run very 
d. Unhappily on the Mens fide, I found the Women 
ich bad loſt the Privilege of ſaying No, that it was a 
& Favour now for a Woman to have TRE QUE 
to ox ask'd, and if any young Lady had ſo much 
Id. Arrogance as to Counterfeit a Negative, ſhe 
never had the Opportunity given her of denying 


= twice ; much leſs of 3 that falſe Step, 
ho 8 and accepting what ſhe had, but ſeem'd to de- 
* cline: The Men had ſuch Choice every where, 


to that the Caſe of the Women was very unhapy 3 
for they ſeem'd to Plie at every Door, and if 
he the Man vag by great Chance refus d at one Houſe, 
5 he was ſue to be receiv'd at the next. 225 
BESLDES this, 1 obſerv'd that the Men made no 


— ſcruple to ſet themſelves out, and to go a Fortune 
1 Hunting, as they call it, when they had really no For- 
1 tune themſelves to Demand it, or Merit to deſerve 


- it; and That they carry'd it fo high, that a Woman 
- was ſcarce allow'd to enquire after the Character, 
or Eſtate of the Perſon that pretended to her: 


Ts This, I had an Example of, in a young Lady at 
d the next Houſe to me, and with whom I had 
- Contracted an intimacy; ſhe was Courted b 


a young Captain, and though ſhe had near 
200004. to her Fortune, ſhe did but enquire of 
ſome of his Neighbours about his Character, his 
| | | Mo- 
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Moral, or Subſtance; and he took Occaſion at the 
A Viſit to let her kno 


verſation with me about it, and unboſom'd her- 


think I ougit to take him upon his own Recom- 


— — 2 


on her without Reſenting it, ſne would be render d 


Reſentment, and either to bring him on again, or 
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| truly, that he took it | 
very 111, and that he not give her the Trou- 
ble of his Viſits any more: I heard of it, and as 
1 had begun my Acquaintance with her, I went 
to ſee her upon it: Se enter'd into a cloſe. Con- 


ſelf very freely; I perceiv'd preſently that tho 
ſhe — herſelf very ill us'd, yet ſhe had no 
power to reſent it, and was exceedingly Piqu'd | 
that ſhe had loſt him, and particularly that ano- | 
ther of leſs Fortune had gain'd him. 
I fortify'd her Mind againſt ſuch a Meanneſs, as 
Fcald it; I told her, that as low as I was in the 
World, I would have deſpis'd a Man that ſhould 


mendation only, without having the liberty to 
inform myſelf of his Fortune. and of his Cha- 
racter; allo I told her, that as ſhe had a good For- 
tune, ſhe had no need to ftoop to the Diſſaſter of 
the times; that it was enough that the Men could 
inſult us that had but little Money to recommend 
us; but if ſhe ſuffer'd ſuch an Affront fo paſs up- 


low - priz d upon all Occaſions, and would be the 
Contempt of all the Women in that part of the 
Town; that a Woman can never want an Op- 
rtunity to be Reveng d of a Man that has us d 
er ill, and that there were ways enough to hum- 
ble ſuch a Fellow as that, or elſe certainly Wo- 
men were the moſt unhappy Creatures in the 
World. hh . S l | CIS 
- I found ſhe was very well pleas'd with the 
Diſcourſe, and ſhe told me ſeriouſly that ſhe 
would-be very glad to make him ſenſible of her juſt 


have 
, . 


hs. ' A * 
Þ ' * . 
: " 
> t 
| — — 
5 » 


" * 
429 


have the Satisfaction of her Revenge being as 
publick as poſſible. „ | 
I told ber, that if ſhe would take my Advice, I 
would tell her how ſhe ſhould obtain her Wiſhes 1a 
both thoſe things; and that I would engage I would 
bring the Man to her Door again, and 'make 
him beg to be let in: She ſmil'd at that, and ſoon 
let me ſee, that if he came to her Door, her Re- 


ſentment was not fo great as to give her leave to 


let him ſtand long there. 6 

How EVER, ſhe liſſened very willingly to my 
offer of Advice; ſo I told ber, that the firſt thing 
ſhe ought to do, was a piece of Juſtice to herſelf, 
namely, that whereas ihe had been told by ſe- 
veral People, that he had reported among the 
Ladies, that he had left her, and pretended to give 
the Advantage of the Negative to himſelf; ſhe 
ſhould take care to have it well ſpread among the 
Women, which ſhe could not fail of an Opportunity. 
to do in a Neighbourhood, ſo addicted to Family 
News, as that ſhe liv'd in was; that ihe had en- 
quired into his Circumſtances, and found he was not 
the Man as toEftate he pretended to be: Let them 
be told Madam, ſaid I, that you had been well in- 
farm'd that he was not the Man that you expected, 
and that you thought it was not ſafe to meddle 
with him, that you heard he was of an ill Tem- 
pen and that he boaſted how he had us d the 
Women ill upon many Occaſions, and that par- 
ticularly he was Debauch'd in his Morals, &c. 
The laſt of which indeed had ſome Truth in it; 
but at the ſame time, I did not find that ſhe 
ſeem'd to like him much the worſe for that 
part. + : 


| As 


bad Circumſtances; that he was under a Neceſſity 
"Bf a Fortune to fupport his Intereſt with the 
_ Owners of the 9 he Commanded: That his own 


% 


had promis'd to take. | 


all knew was not very uncommon for ſuch kind 


* | 


C 8.) 

As T had put this into her Head, ſhe cime.thoſt 
zeadily into it; immediately ſhe went to Work 
to find Inſtruments, and ſhe. had very little dif- 
ficulty in the Search; for telling her Story in ge- 
neral tb a Couple of Goſſips in the Neighbourhood, 
it was the Chat of the Tea Table all over, that part 
of the Town, and I met with it where ever I viſited : 
Alfo, as it was known that I was Acquainted with 
the young Lady herſelf, my Opmion was ask d 
very often, and I confirm'd it with all the ne- 
ceſſary Aggravations, and ſet out his Character in 
the blackeſt Colours; but then as a piece of fecret 
Intelligence, added, as what the other Goſſips knew 
nothing of (viz.) That I had heard he was in very 


Part was not paid for, and if it was not paid 

uickly his Owners would put him out of the 
Ship, and his Chief Mate was likely to Command 
it, who offer'd to buy that Part which the Captam 


I added, for I confeſs I was heartily piqu'd at 
the Rogue, as I call'd him, that I had heard a Ru- 
mour too, that he had a Wife alive at Plymouth, 
and another in the Weſt Indies, a thing which they 


of Gentlemen. > 
-- FTxrs work'd as we both defir dit, for preſent- 


ty the young Lady at next Door, who had a Father la 
and Mother that Govern'd, both ber, and ber Fortue, he 
was ſhut up, and her Father forbid him the Houfe : CO 
Alſo in ene: Place more where he went, the Wo- L 
man had the Courage, however ſtrange it was, to ſay R 
No, and he could try no where but he was Reproach- 5 


ed with his Pride, and that he pretended not to 
| give 
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give the Women leave to enquire into hie Cha- 


racter, and the liłke. 


W II, by this time he began to be ſenſible of 


his miſtake, and having allarm'd all the Women 


on that ſide the Water, he went over to Ratclif, 
and got acceſs to ſome of the Ladies there; but 
tho' the young Women there too, were according 


to the Fate of the Day, pretty willing to be ask'd, 


2 ſuch was his ill luck, that his Character fol- 
ow'd him over the Water, and his good Name 
was much the ſame there, as it was on our ſide; 
fo that tho” he might have had Wives enough, yet 
it did not happen among the Women that had 
good Fortunes, which was what he wanted. 
Bor this was not all, ſhe very ingenioufly 
manag d another thing her ſelf, for the got a young 
Gentleman, who was a Relation, and was indeed. 
a marry'd Man, to come and viſit her Two or 
Three times a Week in a very fine Chariot aud 
good Liveries, and her Two Agents and I alſo, 
preſently ſpread a Report all over, that this Gen- 
tleman came to Court her; that he was a Gentle- 
man of a Thouſand Pounds a Year, and that he 
was fallen in Love with her, and that ſhe was 
going to her Aunt's in the City, becauſe it was 
inconvenient for the Gentleman to come to her 
with his Coach in Redrif, the Streets being fo 
narrow and difficult. bn 3 

. THis took immediately, the Captain was 
laugh'd at in all Companies, and was ready to 
hang himſelf ; he tryed all the ways poſſible to 
come at her again, and wrote the moſt paſſionate 
Letters to her in the World, excuſing his former 
Raſhneſs, and in ſhort, by great Application, ob- 
tained leave to wait on her again, as he ſaid, to 
clear his Reputation. x | 
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Ar this meeting ſhe had her full Revenge of 


him; for ſbe told him ſhe wondred what he took 


her to be, that ſhe ſnould admit any Man to a 


Treaty of fo much Conſequonce, as that of Mar- 
riage, without enquiring very well into his Cir- 
cumſtances ; that if he thought ſhe Was to be 
huft d into Wed lock, and that the was in the ſanie 
Circumſtances which her Neighbours might be in, 
(vix.) to take up with the firſt good Chriſtian 
that came, he was miſtaken; that in a word his 
Character was really bad, or he was very illi be- 
holding to his Neighbonrs ; and that unleſs he 
could clear up ſome Points, in which ſhe had juſt- 
Iy been Prejudiced, ſhe had no more to ſay to 
him, but to do herſelf Juſtice, and give him the 
Satisfaction of knowing, that ſhe was not afraid 
to ſay NO, either to him, or any Man elſe. 

Wirn that ſhe told him what ſhe had heard, 
or rather vais d her ſelf by my means, of bis Cha- 
,rader ; his not having paid for the Part he pre- 


tended to Own of the Ship he Commanded; of 


the Reſolntion of his Owners to put him ont of 


the Command, and to put his Mate in his ſtead 


and of the Scandal rais d on his Morals; his ha- 
ving been reproach'd with ſuch and ſuch Women; 
and his having a Wife at Plymouth and in the Veſt- 
Indies, and the ike, and ſhe ask d him, whether 
he could deny that ſhe had good Reaſon, if theſe 
things were not clear'd up, to refuſe him; and in 


the mean time to inſiſt upon having Satisfaction 


in Points fo ſignificant as they were? 
| He was ſo confounded at her Diſcourſe that he 


could not anſwer a word, and ſhe al moſt began to 
believe that all was true, by his diforder, tno' at 


raiſer of all thoſe Reports herſelt. 
7 £ *. Ar TER 


the ſame time ſhe knew that ſhe had been the 


» 
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A721 be dme he recover d himſelf u lit- 
ley and from that time became the moſt humble, 
the moſt modeſt, and 1 importunate Man alive 
in his Courtſhip. . - 

SAE carried her jeſt on a great way, ſhe 4010 
bim, if he thought ſhe was ſo at her la ſhift, that 
ſhe could or ought to bear ſuch Treatment, and if 
he did not ſee that ſhe did not want thoſe who 
thought it worth their while to come farther to 
her than he did, meaning the Gentleman who the 
had brought to viſit her by way of ſham. 

SRE brought him by theſe tricks to ſubmit to 
all poſſible meaſures to ſatisfie her, as well of his 
Circathifhiices, as of his Behaviour. He brought 
her undeniable Evidence of his having paid for his 
part of the Ship; he brought her Certificates from 
his Owners, that the Report of their intending to 
temove him from the Command of the Ship, and 
put his chief Mate in, was falſe and groundlefs; 
in ſhort, he was quite the reverſe of what he was 
before. 

Tus I convinc'd her, that if the Men ide 
their Advantage of our Sex in the Affair of Mar- 
riage, upon the ſuppoſition of there being ſuch 
Choice to be had, and of the Women beihg fo 


eaſie; it was only owing to this, that the Women 


wanted Courage to maintain their Ground, and 
to play their Part; and that according to my Lord 
Rocheſter, 


«© 4A Woman's neer ſo ruin'd but ſhe can 
«© Revenge berſelf on her undoer, Man, 


Ar rer theſe things, this young Lady otaid 
her part ſo well, har they ſhe reſolved to have 
him, and that indeed having him was the mam 

G2 * bent 
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bent of her deſign; yet ſhe made his obtaining her 
= Hero Ha the moſt difficult thing in the World; 
2 zend this! ſhe did, npt by a haughty Reſerv'd 
Carriage, but by a juſt Policy, turning the Ta- 
bles upon him, and playing back upon him his 
-own Game; for as he pretended by a kind of lofty 
* Carriage, to place himſelf above the occaſion of a 
Character, and to make enquiring into his Cha- 
racter a kind of an affront to him; ſhe broke with 
him upon that Subject; and at the fame time that 
me made him ſubmit to all poſſible enquiry after 
his Affairs, ſhe apparently ſhut the Door àgainſt 
his looking into her own. | ; 
I x was enough to him to obtain her for a Wife, 
as to what ſhe had, ſhe told him plainly, that as 
he knew her Circumſtances, it was but juſt ſhe 
ſhould know his; and tho' at the ſame time he 
had onhy known her Circumſtances by common 
Fame, yet he had made fo many Proteſtations 
of his Paſſion for her, that he could ask no more 


ramble according to the Cuſtom of Lovers In 
mort, he left himſelf no room to ask any more 
queſtions about her Eſtate, and ſne took the ad- 
vantage of it like a prudent Woman, for ſhe 
plac'd part of her Fortune ſo in Truſtees, without 
Teri him know any thing of it, that it was quite 
out of his reach, and made him be very well con- 
tent with the reſt. | n 
II is true ihe was pretty well beſides, that is 
to ſay, he had about 1400 l. in Money, which 
ſhe gave him, and the other, after ſome time, 
ſhe brought to light, as a perquiſite to her ſelf; 
which he was to accept as a mighty Favour, ſec- 
ing though it was not to be his, it might eaſe him 
in the Article of her particular Expences; and by 
| * mu 
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"= - but her Hand to his grand Requeſt, and the like 
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much the more an obliging Husband to her When 


(85) 
muſt add, that by this Coridu& the Gentleman | 
himſelf became not only the more humble in his 
Applications to her to obtain her, but alſo was 


he had her: I cannot but remind the Ladies here 
how much they place themſelves below the com- 
mon Station of a Wife, which if I may be al- 


low'd not to be Partial is low enough already; I 


ſay they place themſelves below their common 
Station, and prepare their own MOTO, 
by their ſubmitting ſo to be inſulted by the 
Men before-hand, which-I confeſs I fee no Neceſ- 
lity of : 3 
Tn 1 $ Relation may ſerve therefore: to let 
the Ladies ſee, that the Advantage is not ſo much 


on the other Side, as the Men think it is; and 
tho it may be true, that the Men have but too 


much Choice among us; and that ſome Women 
may be found, who will diſhonour themſelves, 
be Cheap, and Eaſy to come at, and will ſcarce 
wait to be ask'd , yet if they will have Women, 
as I may ſay, worth having, they may find them 


- as uncomatable as ever; and that thoſe that are 


otherwiſe, are a Sort of People that have ſuch 
Defficiencies, when had, as rather recommend the 
Ladies that are Difficult than encourage the Men 


to go on with their cafie Courtſhip, and expect 
Wives equally valluable that will come at firſt 


call. * 
Nornixo is more certain, than that the Ta- 
dies always gain of the Men, by keeping their 
Ground, and letting their pretended Lovers ſee 
they can Reſent being {lighted, and that they are 
not aftraid of ſaying NO. They, I obſerve in- 
fult us mightily, with telling us of the Number of 
Women; that the Wars and the Sea, and Trade, 
875 G 3 and 
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and other Incidents have carried the Men fo 
much away, that there is no Proportion between 
.the Numbers of the Sexes; and therefore the 


„ Women have the Diſadvantage , but I am far 
From Granting that the Number of the Women 


is {0 great, or the Number of the Men fo ſmall ; 


but if they will have me tell the Truth, the Diſ- 
advantage of the Women, is a terrible Scandal 


— 


CY 


upon the Men, and it lyes here, and here only; 


Namely, that the Age is ſo Wicked, and the 
Sex ſo Debanch'd, that in ſhort the Number of 


| 0 ſuch Men, as an honeſt Woman ought to meddle 


with, is ſmall indeed, and it is but here and there 


that a Man is to be found who is fit for a Wo- 
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, very abſurd. 


man to venture upon. $ 

Bur the Conſequence even of that too a- 
mounts to no more than this; that Women ought 
to be the more Nice; For how do we know the 
juſt Character of the Man that makes the offer ? 
To fay, that the Woman ſhould be the more eaſie 
on this Occaſion, is to ſay, we ſhould be-the for- 
warder to venture, becauſe of the greatneſs of 
the Danger; which in my way of Reaſoning is 


O the contrary, the Women have ten Thou- 


ſand times the more Reaſon to be wary, and 
backward, by how much the hazard of being be- 
tray d is the greater; and would the Ladies con- 


ſider this, and act the wary Part, they would 


diſcover every Cheat that offer'd ; for, in ſbort, the 


Lives of very few Men now a-Days will bear a 


Character; and if the Ladies do but make a lit- 


tle Enquiry, they will ſoon be able to diſtin- 


1 
* 


gif the Men, and deliver themſelves: As for 


Women that do not think their own Safety worth 
their Thought, that impatient of their preſent 
Ia 8 -. | State 
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State, reſolve as they call it to take the firſt 
good Chriſtian that comes; that runs into Matri- 
mony, as a Horſe ruſhes into the Battle; I can 
ſay nothing to them, but this, that they are a 
Sort of Ladies that are to be pray'd for among 
the reſt of diſtemper'd People; and to me they 
look like People that venture their whole Eſtates 
in a Lottery where there is a Hundred Thou- 
{and Blanks to one Prize. | 
No Man of common Senſe will value a Woman 
the leſs, for not giving up herſelf at the firſt Attack, 
or for accepting his Propoſal without -enquiring 
into his Perſon or Character; on the contrary, he 
muſt think her the weakeſt of all Creatures in 
the World, as the Rate of Men now goes; In 
ſhort, he muſt have a very contemptible Opini— 
on of her Capacities, nay, even of her Under- 
ſtanding; that having but one Caſt for her Life, 
{hall caſt that Life away at once, and make Ma- 
trimony like Death, be a Leap in the Dark. 

I would fain have the Conduct of my Sex a 
little Regulated in this particular, which is the 
Thing, in which of all the parts of Life, I think 
at this Time we ſuffer moſt in: Tis nothing but 
lack of Courage, the fear of not being Marry'd at 
all, and of that frightful State of Life, call'd an 
old Maid , of which I have a Story to tell by it- 
{elf : This I ſay, is the Woman's Snare; but would 
the Ladies once but get above that Fear, and ma- 
nage rightly, they would more certamly avoid 
it by ſtanding their Ground, in aCaſe fo abſolute- 
ly Neceſlary to their Felicity, than by expoſing 
themſelves as they do; and if they did not Mar- 
ry fo ſoon as they may do otherwiſe, they would 
make themſelves amends by Marrying ſafer ; ſhe 
is always Married too ſoon, who gets a bad Hus- 

G 4 band, 
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band, andſheisnever Married too late, who . 8 

good one: In a Word, there is no Woman, Defor- 
mity, .or| loſt Reputation excepted, but if ſhe ma- 
nages well, may be 1 ſafely one time or 
other; but if ſhe Precipates herſelf, it is ten 
Thouſand to one but ſhe is undone. . 
Br I come now to my own Caſe, in which 
there was at this time no little Nicety. The 


- 


found Occaſion. * ER 
I Communicated my Thoughts to my intimate 
Friend the Captain's Lady; who I had ſo faith- 
fully ſerv'd in her Caſe with the Captain; and 
who was as ready to ſerve; mein the ſame kind 
as I could deſire: I made. no ſcruple to lay my 
Circumſtances open to her, my Stock was but low, 
forT had made but about 5401. at the Cloſe of 
my laſt Affair, and I had waſted ſome of that; 
However, I had about 460 l. left, a great many 
| VE ; ; e 
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yery rich Cloaths, a gold Watch, and Þme Jewels, 


tho of no extraordinary value, and about 30 % 


-4ol.left in Linnen not diſpos'd of. 


M Dear and faithful Friend, the Captain's 
Wife was ſo ſenſible of the Service I had done 
her in the Affair above, that ſhe was not only 
a ſteddy Friend to me, but knowing my Circum- 
ſtances, ſhe frequently made me Preſents as Moe 


ney came into her Hands; ſuch as fully amount: 


ed to a Maintenance; ſo that I ſpent none of my 
own; and at laſt ſhe made this unhappy Propoſal 


to me (vix.) that as we had obſery d, as above; 


how the Men made no ſcruple to ſet themſelves - 


out as Perſons. meriting a Woman af Fortune, 
when they had really no Fortune of their on; 


it was but juſt to deal with them in their own 
way, and if it was poſſible, to Deceive the De- 


CEIVeCT. | 


I Captain's Lady, in ſhort put this Pro- 
ject into my Head, and told me if I would be 
rul'd by her I ſhould certainly get a Husband af 


Fortune, without leaving him any room to Re- 


_ proach me with want of my on; I told her as 


I-had Reaſon to do, That I would give up my- 


ſelf wholly to her Directions, and that I-wonld 


have neither Tongue to ſpeak, ur Feet to ſtep, ini 


that Affair, but as ſhe ſhould direct mey, depend- 


ing that ſhe wauld Extricate one out Hf every 


Difficulty that ſhe brought me into, hich ſhe 


{aid ſhe would Anſwer for, 263 Fa 
Tx firſt ſtep ſne put me upon, was to call her 
Couſin, and go to a Relations Houſe of hers iu 
the Country, where ſhe directed me; and where 
ſhe bronght her Husband to viſit me, and calling 
me Cou in, ſhe work'd Matters ſo about, that her 


Husband aud ſhe together Invited me moſt paſli- 


onately 


5 
onately to eme to Town and be with them, for 
they now 1w'd in a quite different Place from 

where they were before. In the next Place ſhe 
tells her Haeband, that I had at leaſt 15001, For- 
tune, and that after ſome of my Re lat ions Iwas 
1 he to haye a great deal more. 
Ix was enbugh' to tell her Husband thus, there 
needed nothing on my Side; I was but to ſit ſtill 
and wait the Event, for it preſently went all o- 
ver the Neighbourhood: that the young Widow 
at Captain — 8 was 4 Fortune, that ſhe had 
at leaſt 1500 l. and perhaps a great deal more, 
und that the Captain ſaid ſo; and if the Captain 
was as Ed at time about me, he made no ſeru- 
ple to afſirm it, tho he knew® not one Word of 
the Matter, other than that his Wife had tald 
- kim ſb; and in this he thought no Harm, for he 
really believ'd it to be ſo, becauſe he had it from 
dis Wife, { fender à Foundation will thoſe Fel- 
lows:bofld upon, if they do but think there is a 
Fortune in the Game: With the Reputation of this 
Fortune, I preſently found myſelf bleſe'd with ad- | 
mirers endugh, and that I had my Choice of Men, 1 
as ſcarce as they ſaid they were,which by the way con- 4 
firms what I was faying before : This being my Gals, 
Iwho had a fübeile Cem to play, had — now, 1 
| to do but to ſingle out from An all, the pro- q 
pereſt Man that might be ſo my Pur poſe; that 
x to ſay, the Man who was moſt likely to depend 
upon the bear ſay of a Fortune, and not enquire 
oo far into the particulars; and unleſs I'did this, 
I did 71 for my Caſe would not bare much 
| En u Nin 
i pick'd out my Man bone chuck difficulty;by 
"the judgement I made of his way of Courting me 
Thad let him Tun on with his Proteſtations and 
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Oaths that heloy'd me 77 N all the World; that if I 
would make him ha Mt hat was enough all which 


I knew was upon ſition, nay, it was upon à 
full Satisfaction, tha I was very Rich, tho' Ine- 
ver told him a Word of it myſelf. 

'Tx1s was my Man, but 7 was to try him to 
the bottom, and indeed in that conſiſted my Safe- 
10 z for if he baulk'd, I knew I was undone, as 

urely as he was undone if he took me; and if 1 
did not make ſome ſcruple about his Fortune, B 
was the way to lead him to raiſe ſume about mine; 
and firſt therefore, TI pretended on all occaſions to 
doubt his Sineerity, and told him, perhaps he 
only courted me for my Fortune; he ſto pd m 
Mouth in that part, with the Thander of his 
Proteſtations, as above, but ſtill I Ns ee to 
doubt. | 

ONE Morning he ny off his Diathond 
and writes upon the G aſs of the Sath 1 in 1 Cha: | 
ber this Line, 


Ton I Love, and you alone. 


I read it, and ask'd him to lend me his ning, with | 
which I wrote under it thus, 8 


And ſo in Love ſays every one, | 1 2 


He takes his Ring again, and writes another Line : 
thus, 8 


Virtue alone is an Eſtate. 
I borrow d it again, and I wrote under it, 
But Money's Vertue , Gold is Fate. 


He colour d as red as Fire to ſee me turn fo q 
upon him, and in a kind of a Rage told me bs. 
Would Conquer me, and writes again th, "© 
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I .ſcorn your Gold, and yet I Tẽ. t 


I ventur'd l upon the. laſt caſt of Poetry, as 
N gu'll ſee, for I wrote boldly under his laſt, 


1 
f I'm Poor Let's ſee bow kind you'll probe. ol 
"This was a ſad Truth to me, whether he believ'd J 


me or no I cou'd not tell; I ſuppoſed: then that 8 
e did not. However he flew to me, took me in * 
his Arms, and kiſſing me very eagerly, and with 
the greateſt Paſſion ima inable e held me faſt hi 
till he call dfor a Pen = Ink, and then tald me he Wi 
could not wait the tedious writing on the Glaſz, fie 
but pulling out a piece of Paper, he began and tc 
r ſ 
Be mine, with all your Poverty. > | Ne 1 
* his Pen and follow'd him immediately 


hi 
mat de 3 le: a w 
Tet ſecretly you hope I lie, i ; n 
. H x told me that was unkind, becauſe it was not i 
j̃uſt, and that Iput him upon contradicting me, which 1 
did not confift with good Manners, any more than J 
with his Affection; and therefore ſince I had in- K 
ſenſibly drawn him into this poetical ſcribble, he v 
beg d Iwould not oblige him to break it off, ſo he L 
writes again, 1585s 210604 1 
Let Love alone be our Debate. 


I wrote again, 


* 


She Loves enough, that does not hate. 
his he took for a favour, and ſo laid down the 
tee that is to ſay the Pen; I ſay he took it 
or a fayour, 305 a mighty one it was, if he had 
. knowwall: However he took it as I meant it, 


— 


3 


* \ N that 


oy 
* 
— 


— r 


(93) 3 
that is, to let him think I was inclin'd to go dn 
with him, as indeed I had all the Reaſon in the 


World to do, for he was the beſt humoured mer- 


ry ſort of a Fellow that I ever met with; and I 
often reflected on my ſelf, how doubly criminal 
it was to deceive ſuch a Man; but that Neceſſity, 
which preſs d me to a Settlement ſuitable to my 
Condition, was my Authority for it, and certain- 
Iy his Affection to me, and the Goodneſs of his 
Temper however they mightargue againft uſing 
him ill, yet they ſtrongly argued to me, that he 
would better take the. Diſappointment, than ſome 
fiery tempered Wretch, who might have nothin 

to recommend him but thofe Paſſions which woul 

ores only to make a Woman miſerable. all her 

ays. WER 


when he found it to be true, he had fore-cloſed all 


manner of objection, ſeeing whether he was in jeſt —- + 


or in earneſt, he had declar'd he took me without 
any regard to my Portion, and whether I:was in 
Jeſt or in earneſt, I had declar'd my ſelf to be ve- 
ry Poor, fo that in a word, I had him faſt both 
ways; and tho he might ſay afterwards he was 
cheated, yet he could never {ay that I had cheat- 
ed him. Ai 0 25 Hel 

He perſued me cloſe after this, and as I ſaw 

here was no need to fear loſing him, I play'd the 
indifferent part with him longer than Prudence 
might otherwiſe have dictated to me: But I con- 


ſidered how much this caution and indifference | ” ” 


would give me the advantage over him, when 
ſhould come to be under the Neceſſity. of owning 


my own Circumſtances to him; and I manag'd it 
the more warily, becauſe I found he inferr'd from 
TT thence, 


Bes1DEs, tho” I had jeſted with him, as 
he ſuppos'd it, fo often about my Poverty, yet, 


' T9 | 
See, as indeed he ought to da, that 1 eithes 
had the more Money, or the more Judgment, and 
would not venture at all. 
1 Toox the freedom one Day, after we had 
talk'd pretty cloſe to the Subject, to tell him, 
that it was true I had receiv'd the Compliment oe - 
a'Lover from him 3 namely, that he would take 
me. without enquiring into my Fortune, and I 
would make him a ſuitable return in. this, (viz.) 
«. that I would make as little enquiry into his as 
conſiſted with Reafon, but I hoped he would al- 
low me to ask a few Queſtions, ich he ſhould 
anſwer or not as he thought fit; and that I would 
not be offended if he did not "anſwer me at all ; 
one of theſe: Queſtions related to our manner of 
living, and the place where, becauſe I had heard 
he had a great Plantation in Virginia, and that 
he had talk'd of going to live there, and I told 
him I did not care to be Tranſported. 

H x began from this Diſcourſe to let me volun- 
t rily into all his Affairs, and to tell me in a 

rank open way, all his Cireumſtances, by which 1 
found he was very well to paſs in the World; but 
that great part of his Eſtate conſiſted of three 
Plantations, which he had in Virginia, which 
brought him in a very good Income, generally 
ſpeaking, to the tune or 3ocl. a Year; but that 
if he was to live upon them, would bring him in 
four times as much very well; thought I, you 
Mall carry me thither as ſoon as you pleaſe, tho 

I won't tell you fo before-hand. 

IBS TED with him extremely about the Fi- 
gure he would make in Virginia; but I found he 
would do. any thing I deſired, tho he did not 
ſeem glad to have me under value his Plantations, 
fo I turn'd my Tale; I told him I had good _ th. : 

f — 
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ton not to deſire to go there to live, becauſe If 


his Plantations were worth ſo much there, I had 


not a Fortune ſuitable to a Gentleman of 12000. 
Year, as he {aid his Eſtate would be. 

H reply'd generoufly, he did not ask what 
my Fortune was, he had told me from the begin- 
ning he would not, and he would be as good as 
his word; But whatever it was, he aſſur d me he 
would never deſire me to go to Virginia with him, 
or go thither himſelf without me, unleſs I was 
perfectly willing, and made it my Choice. 

ALL this, you may be ſure, was as I wiſh'd, 
and indeed nothing could have happen'd more 
per fectly agreeable; I carried it on as far as this 
with a fort of indifferency, that he often wondred 


at, more than at firft, But which was the only 


ſupport of his Courtſhip, and I mention it the ra- 
ther to intimate again to the Ladies, that nothing 
but want of Courage for ſuch an Indifferency, 
makes our Sex ſo cheap, and prepares them to be 
11] us'd as they are; would they venture the loſs 
of a pretending Fop now and then, who carries it 
high upon the point of his own Merit, they would 
certainly be {lighted leſs, and courted more; had 
I diſcovered really and truly what my great For- 
tune was, and that in all J had not full 500 J. 
when he expected 1500 l. yet I had hook*d him ſo 
faſt, and play'd him ſo long, that J was ſatisfied 
he would have had me in my worſt Circumſtances ; 
and indeed it was leſs a furprize to him when he 
learnt the Truth, than it would have been, be- 


cauſe having not the leaſt blame to lay on me, 


who had carried it with an air of indifference to 
the lait, he could not ſay one word, except that in- 
deed he thought it had been more, but that if it 
d been leſs he did not repent his bargain ; only 
4 at 
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that he ſhould not be able to maintain me fo well 


N —— Te a4 0a 0 | 15 51 
I ſhort, we were married, and very happily 
married on my ſide J aſſure you, as ts the Nan, 
for he was the beſt humour'd Man that ever Wo- 
man had, but his Circumſtances were not ſo 

as I imagined, as on the other hand he had not 
bettered himſelf by marrying ſo much as he ex- 
pected. * 8 gmt: t 
„ WHEN we were married I was ſhrewdly put 
to it to bring him that little Stock I had, and to 


Jet him ſee it was no more; but there was a ne- 


ceſſity for it, ſo I took my opportunity one Day 
when we were alone, to enter into a ſhort Dia- 


logue with him about it; MY Dear, ſaid IJ, we 


have been married a Fortnight, is it not time to 
let you know whether you have got a Wife with 
ſomething, or with nothing; your own time for 
that, my Dear, ſays be, J am ſatisfied that I have 
got the Wife I love, I have not tronbled you 
much, ſays be, with my enquiry after it. * 
TRHA T's true, ſaid I, but I have a great diff. 
culty upon me about it, which I fcarce, know how 
to manage. ; 78 | 
Wn T's that, my Dear, ſays he? 1 
Wu x, ſays I, tis a little hard upon me, and 
tis harder upon you; I am told that Captain 
(meaning. my Friend's Husband) has told 
you I had a great deal more Money than I ever 
pretended to have, and Iam ſure I never employ'd 
bim to do ſo. | 3: 
WILL, ſays be, Captain may have told 
me fo, but what then, if you have not fo much 
that may lye at his Door, but you never told me 
what you had, ſo I have no reaſory, to blame you 
if you have nothing at all, 2 bY 
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TBA is ſo juſt, ſaid I and ſo genevons, that 
it makes my having but a little a double Affliction 

to me. Deen 
Tx leſs you have, my Dear, ſays he, the worſe 
for us both; but J hope your Affliction you-ſpeak 
of, is not caus'd for fear I thould be unkind” to 
you, for want of a Portion, No No, if you have 
nothing tell me plainly, and at once; I may per- 
haps tell the Captain he has cheated me, but FE 
can never ſay you have cheated me, for did you 
not give it under your Hand that you were Poor, 
and 1d I ought to expect you to be. . 
WELL, ſaid I, my Dear, I am glad I have not 
been concern'd in decerving you before Marriage, 
if I deceive you ſince, tis ne'er the worſe; that 
am Poor is too true, but not fo Poor as to have 
«nothing neither; ſo I pull'd out ſome Bank Bills, 
and gave him abont a Hundred and Sixty Pounds, 
there's ſomething, my Dear, ſays I, and not quite 
all neither; 118 FI: He ; 
' ITHaD brought him ſo near to expecting no- 
thing, by what I had ſaid before, that the Money, 
tho the Sum was ſmall in it ſelf, was doubly 
welcome to him; he own'd it was more than 
he look'd for, and that he did not queſtion by my 

Diſcourſe to him, but that my fine Cloths, Gold 

Watch, and a Diamond Ring or two had been all 
„ | i 

I LET him pleaſe himfelf with that 160 J. two 
or three Days, and then having been abroad that 
Day, and as if I had been to fetch it, I brought 
him a Hundred Pounds more home in Gold; and: 
told him there was a little more Portion for him 
and in ſhort, in about a Week more I brought 
him 1801. more, and about 601. in Linnen, 
which I made. him uy I had been * 


* 


LY. WW 
to take with the oo h which IT gave him in Gold, as 
aCompaſitibn for a Debt of 6001. being little more 
than Five Shilling in the Pound, and overvalued too. 
And now, My DEAR, ſays Ito bim, I am very 
Orry to tell you, that there is all, and that I have 
given you my whole Fortune; I added, that if 
the Perſon who had my 6001. had not abus'd me, 


I had been worth a Thouſand Pound to him, but 
tat as it was, I had been faithful to him, and 


reſery'd nothing to my ſelf, but if it had been 
more he ſhould have had it. | 
H x wasſooblig'd by the Manner, and ſo pleas'd 
with the Sum, for he had been in a terrible fright 
Ieaſt it had been nothing at all, that he accepted 
it very thankfully: And thus I got over the Fraud 
of paſſing for a Fortune without Money, and cheat- 
ing a Man into Marrying me on pretence of a 
Fortune z Which, by the way, I take to be one of 
the moſt dangerous Steps a Woman can take, and 
in which ſhe runs the moſt hazard of being ill us'd 
afterwards. — Ge 

My Husband, to give him his due, was a Man of 
infinite good Nature, but he was no Fool; and 
Finding his Income not ſuited. to the manner of 
Living which he had intended, if I had brought 
him what he expected, and being under a Diſap- 
pointment in his return of his Plantations in Vir- 
ginia, he diſcover'd many times his inclination of 
going over to Virginia to live upon his own g and 
often would be magnifying the way of living 
there, how cheap, how plentiful, how pleaſant, 
and the like. e 

IBEGAN preſently to underſtand his mean- 
ing, and I took him up very plainly one Morn- 


ing, and told him that I did fo, that I found his 
Eſtate turn'd to no account at this diſtance, = 


par'd to what it would do if he liv'd upon the 


ſpot, and that I found he had a mind to go and live 
there; and I added, that I was ſenſible he had 
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been diſappointed in a Wife, and that finding his d 


Expectations not anſwer'd that way, I could do 
no leſs to make him amends than tell him, tliat I 
was very willing to go over to Virginia with him 
and live there. 2 


He faid a thouſand kind things to me upon the 
ſubject of my making ſuch a Propoſal to him: He 


told me, that however he was diſappointed in his 
Expectat ions of a Fortune, he was not diſappoint- 
ed in a Wife; and that I was all to him that a 


Wife could be, and he was more than ſatisfied in 


the whole when the particulars were put together; 
but that this offer was ſo kind, that it was more 


than he could expreſs. 


To bring the ſtory ſhort, we agreed to go; he 
told me, that he had a very good Houſe there, that 
it was well Furniſh'd, that his Mother was alive 
and liv'd in it, and one Siſter, which was all the 
Relations he had ; that as ſoon as he came there, 
his Mother would remove to another Houſe which 
was her own for life, and his after her Deceaſe; 
fo that 1 ſhould have all the Houſe to my ſelf; 
and I faund all this to be exactly as he had faid. 


To make this part of the ſtory ſhort, we put 


on board the Ship which we went in, a large quan» 


tity of good Furniture for our Houſe, with ſtores - 


of Linnen and other Neceſſaries, and a good Car- 
goe for Sale, and away we went. 


To give an account of the manner of our Voy- 


age, which was long and full of Dangers, is out of 
my way, -I kept no Journal, neither did my Hus-. 
band; all that I can fay is, that after a terrible 


paſſage, frighted twice with dreadful Storms, aud 
H 2 onc 
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once with what was ſtill more terrible, I mean a 
Pyrate, who came on board and took away almoſt 
all-our Proviſions; and which would have been 
beyond all to me, they had once taken my Huſ- 
band to go. along with them, but by entreaties 
were prevail'd with to leave him : I ſay, after all 


theſe terrible things, we arriv'd in Tork River in 


Virginia, and coming to our Plantation, we were 
receiv'd with all the Demonſtrations of Tender- 
neſs and Affection (by my Husband's Mother) that 
were poſſible to be expreſs d. Weir Yi Reeder 
- WE liv'd here all together, my Mother-in-law, 
at my entreaty, continuing in the Houſe, for ſhe 
was too kind a Mother to be parted with; my 
Husband likewiſe continued the ſame as at firſt, 
and I thought my ſelf the happieſt Creature alive 
when an odd and ſurprizing Event put an end to 
all that Felicity in a moment, and rendred my 


Condition the moſt uncomfortable, if not the 


moſt miſerable, in the World. SO IG 
Mx Mother was a mighty chearful good hu- 
mour'd old Woman, I may call her old Woman, 
for her Son was above Thirty; I ſay ſhe was 
very pleaſant, good Company, and us d to enter- 
tain me, in particular, with abundance of Stories 
to divert me, as well of the Country we were in, 
as of the People. 6 

"AMONG the reſt, ſhe often told me how the 
greateſt part of the Inhabitants of the Colony 
came thither in very indifferent Circumſtances 
from Exgland; that, generally ſpeaking, they 
were of two forts, either (I.) ſuch as were brought 
over by Maſters of Ships to be fold as Servants, 


ſuch we call them, my Dear, ſays ſhe, but they are 


more properly call'd Slaves. Or, (2.) Such as are 
Tranſported from Newgate and other Priſons, af- 
7 | +145 _ 
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ter having been found guilty of Felo d other 
Crimes puniſhable, with Death. rg. 
Wu Ex they come here, ſays ſhe, we make no 
difference, the Planters buy them, and they work 
together in the Field till their time is out; when 
*tis expir'd, ſaid ſbe, they have Enconragement 
given them to Plant for themſelves, for they have 
a certain number of Acres of Land allotted them 
by the Country, and they go to work to Clear and 
Cure the Land, and then to Plant it with To- 
bacco and Corn for their own uſe; and as the 
Tradeſmen and Merchants will truſt them with 
Tools, and Cloaths, and other Neceſſaries, upon 
the Credit of their Crop before it is grown, fo 
they again Plant every Year a little more than the 
Year before, and ſo buy whatever they want with 
the Crop that is before them. 

HEN CE Child, ſays ſbe, many a Newgate Bird 
becomes a great Man, and we have, continued ſhe, 
{ſeveral Juſtices of the Peace, Officers of the 
Train Bands, and Magiſtrates of the Towns they 
live in, that have been burnt in the Hand. 

SHE was going on with that part of the Story, 
when her own part in it interrupted her, and with 
a great deal of good - humour'd Confidence ſhe told 
me, ihe was one of the ſecond ſort of Inhabitants 
herſelf z that ſhe came away openly, having ven- 
tur'd too far in a particular Caſe, fo that ſhe was 
become a Criminal, and here's the Mark of it, 
Ca1LD, ſays ſhe, and pulling of her Glove, lack 
ye here, ſays ſbe, turning up the Palm of- her 
Hand, and ſhewed me a very fine white Arm and 
Hand, but branded in the inſide of the Hand, as 
in ſuch caſes it muſt be. 8 

T RIS Story was very moving to me, but my 
Mother (ſmiling ſaid, you need not think ſuch a 
: H 3 thing 
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thing ſtrange, Daughter, for as T told you, ſome 
of hs bet Men in this Country are burnt in the 
Hand, and they are not aſham'd to ownit, there's 
Major fays ſbe, he was an Eminent Pick- 
pocket; there's Juſtice Ba — 7 was a Shoplifter, 
and both of them were burnt in the Hand, and I 
could name you ſeveral, ſuch as they are. 
W had frequent.Diſcourſes of this kind, and 
abundance of inſtances ſhe gave me of the like 
after ſome time, as ſhe was telling ſome Stories 
of one that was Tranſported but a few Weeks 
ago, I began in an intimate kind of way to ask 
her to tell me ſomething of her own Story, which 
the did with the utmoſt plainneſs and Sincerity; 
how ſhe had fallen into very ill Company in Lon- 
don in her young Days, occaſion'd by her Mo- ſt 
ther ſending her frequently to carry Victuals and ſh 
other Relief to a Kinſwoman of hers who was a he 
Priſoner in Newgate, and who lay in a miſerable 


ftarving Condition, was afterwards Condemned to 0 
be Hang'd, but having got Reſpite by pleading her 1 
Belly, dyed afterwards in the Priſourn. H 
He RE my Mother-1n-Law ran out in a Ion fi; 
account of the wicked practices in that dreadful | 
Place, and how it ruin'd more young People than {1 
all the Town beſides ; and Child, ſays.my Mother, 6. 
perhaps you may know little of it, or it may be 4 
have heard nothing about it, bnt depend upon it, * 
ſays ſhe, we all know here, that there are more _ 
Thieves and Rogues made by that one Priſon of Ne, 


Newgate, than by all the Clubs and Societies of 5 
Villains in the Nation; tis that curſed Place, ſays & 


my Mot her, that half Peoples this Colony. 


HERE ſhe went on with her on Story {6 I 
long, and in ſo particular a manner, that I Dygan < 
5 1 


to be very uneaſy, but coming to one 9 7 
r A tha 


1 
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that requir'd telling her Name, I thought I ſhould 
have ſunk down in the place; ſhe perceived I 
was out of order, and asked meif I was not well, 
and what ail'd me? I told her I was ſo affected 
with the melancholy Story ſhe had told, and the 
terrible things ſhe had gone thro", that it had 
overcome me; and I beg'd of her to talk no more 
of it: Why, my Dear, ſays ſhe, very kindly, what 
need theſe things trouble you? Theſe Paſſages were 
long before your time, and they give me no trou- 
ble at all now, nay I look back on them with a 
particular Satisfaction, as they have been a means 
to bring me to this place? Then ſhe went on to 
tell me how ſhe very luckily fell into a good Fa- 
mily, where behaving herſelf well, and her Mi- 
ſtreſs dying, her Maſter married her, by whom 
ſhe had my Husband and his Siſter, and that by 
her Diligence and good Management after her 
Husband's Death, ſhe had improv'd the Plantati- 
ons to ſuch a degree as they then were, ſo that 
moſt of the Eſtate was of her getting, not her 
Husband's, for ſhe had been a Widow upwards of 
ſixteen Year. | 

IHEAR D this part of the Story with very lit- 
tle attention, becauſe I wanted much to retire and 
give vent to my Paſſions, which I did ſoon after; 
and let any one judge what muſt be the Anguiſh 
of my Mind, when I came to reflect, that this 
was certainly no more or leſs than my own Mother, 
and I had now had two Children, and was big with 
another by my own Brother, and lay with him 
ſtill every Night. . 

I Was now the moſt unhappy of all Women 
in the World: O had the Story never been told 
me, all had been well; it had been no Crime to 

H 4 have 
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Have lain with my Husband, fince as to his being my 

- my Relation, I had known nothing of it. to 
I HAD now ſuch a load on my Mind that it 24 
kept me M waking; to reveal it, which tio 
would bade been ſome eaſe to me, T cou'd not find to 


wou d be to any purpoſe, and yet to conceal it Ty 
wou'd be next to impoffible; nay, I did not doubt Iv 
but I ſhould talk of it in my ſleep, and tell my thi 
Husband of it whether I wund or no: If I diſco- | 
<6 ver it, the leaſt thing I could expect was to loſe qu 
my Husband, for he was too nice and too honeſt ve 
a Man to have continued my Husband after he to 
had known I had been his Siſter, ſo that I was pl 
perplex'd to the laſt degree. BL . 
ILE Av z it to any Man to judge what Diffi- th 
eulties preſented to my view, I was away from W 
my native Country at a diſtance prodigious, and he 
the return to me unpaſſable; I liv'd very well, ih 
but in a Circumſtance unſufferable in it ſelf; if 1 m 

had diſcover'd my ſelf to my Mother, it might be 
difficult to convince her of the Particulars, and I tt 
had no way to prove them : On the other hand, if es 
ſhe had queſtion'd or doubted me, I had been un- * 
done, for the bare Suggeſtion would have immedi- G 
_ ately ſeparated me from my Husband, without al 
gaining my Mother or him, -who would have been N 
EF - neither a Husband or a Brother; ſo that between the bi 
| ſurpriſe on one hand, and the uncertainty on the v 
bother, I had been ſure to be undone. W 
IN the mean time, as I was but too ſure of the I 
Fact, I liv'd therefore in open avowed Inceſt I 
and Whoredom, and all under the appearance of 11 
an honeſt Wife; and tho' I was not much touch- b 
ed with the Crime of it, yet the Action had t 
ſomething in 1c ſhocking ta Nature, and made 0 


* 
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my Husband, 4 be thought himſelf, even na oftous 
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to me, a 


Ho E VER, upon the moſt ſedate Conſidera- 


tion, I reſoly'd, that it was abſolutely neceſſary 


to conceal it all, and not make the leaſt Diſcove- 
of it either to Mother or Husband; and thus I 
liv'd with the greateſt Preſſure imaginable for 
three Year more, but had no more Children. 
-DvuRI1NG this time my Mother uſed to be fre- 
quently telling me old Stories of her former Ad- 
ventures, which however were no ways pleaſant 
to me; for by it, tho' the did not tell it me in 
plain terms, yet I could eaſily underſtand joyn'd 
with what I had heard my ſelf, of my firſt Tutors, 
that in her younger Days ſhe had been both 
WmrorEand THAEF; but ] verily believe ſhe 
had lived to repent ſincerely of both, and that 
ſhe was then a very Pious ſober and religious Wo- 
WELL, let her Life have been what it would 
then, it was certain that my Life was very un- 
eaſie to me; for I liv'd, as J have ſaid, but in the 
worſt ſort of Whoredom, and as I cou'd expect no 
Good of it, fo really no good Iſſue came of it, and 
all my ſeeming Proſperity wore oft and ended in 
Miſery and Deſtruction; it was ſome time indeed 
before it came to this, for, but I know not by 
what ill Fate guided, every thing went wrong 
with us afterwards, and that which was worle, 
my Husband grew ſtrangely alter'd; froward, jea- 
lous, and unkind, and I was as impatient of bear- 
ing his Carriage, as the Carriage was unreaſona - 
ble and unjuſt: Theſe things proceeded fo far, 
that we came at laſt to be in ſuch ill Terms with 
one another, that I claim'd a promiſe of him 
wach he entered willingly into with me, when I 
* | 9 cConſented 
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dbonſented to come from England with him (vix.) 


that if I found the Country not to agree with me, 

or tha I 43d not like to live there, I ſhould come 

away to gland again when I pleas' d, giving 

him a Year's wan i:g to ſettle his Affairs. 

' +I Say Io claim d this promiſe of him, and I 

muſt. confeſs. I did it not in the moſt obligin 

Terms that could be in the World neither; but I 

-, Iinfiſted that he treated me ill, that I was remote 

from my Friends, and could do my ſelf no Ju- 

_ © Nice, and that he was Jealous without cauſe, my 

Converſation having been unblameable, and he 

having no pretence for it, and that to remove 

* to England, would take away all Occaſion from 
by + 3 N. 


he could not avoid coming to a point, either to 

keep his word with me or to break it; and this 

notwithſtanding he uſed all the skill he was ma: 

ſtex of, and employ'd his Mother and other Agents 

to prevail with me to alter my Reſolutions; in - 

deed the bottom of the thing lay at my Heart, 

and that made all his Endeavours fruitleſs, for 

my Heart was alienated from him, as a Husband; 
14 


athed the Thoughts of Redding with him, an 


uſed a thouſand Pretences of Illneſs and Humour 
to prevent his touching me, fearing nothing more 
than to be with Child again by hun, which to be 
ſure would have prevented, or at leaſt delay d my 
going over to Exgland. = E 
. HowEveR, at laſt I put him ſo out of Humour, 
that he took np a raſh and fatal Reſolution, In 
ſhort T ſhould not go to Exgland; and tho he had 
promis'd me, yet it was an unteaſonable thing 
for me to deſire it, that it would be ruinous ta 
his Affairs, would Unhinge his whole Family, 21 
f = 


. — 


** 1 * 8 1.8 TE v { peremptorily upon it, that 
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be next to an Undoing him in the World; T 
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therefore I ought not to deſire it of him, an 
that no Wife in the World that valu'd her Fami- 
Iy and her Husbands proſperity would inſiſt up- 
on ſuch a thing. 

T Xx IS plung'd me again, for when I conſider, 
ed the thing calmly, and took my Husband as he 
really was, a diligent careful Man in the main 
Work of laying up an Eſtate for his Children, 
and that he knew nothing of the dreadful Cir- 
cumſtances that he was in; I could not but con- 
feſs to myſelf that my Propoſal was very unrea- 
ſonable, and what no Wife that had the good of 
her Family at Heart wou'd have defir'd. 

Bu T my Diſcontents were of an another Na- 
ture; I look'd upon him no longer as a Husband, 
but as a near Relation the Son of my own Mo- 


5 


ther, andIrefolv'd ſome how or other to be clear of 


him, but which way I did not know, nor did it _ 
ſeem poſſible, _. OE 77 
I is ſaid by the ill natured World of our Sex, 


that if we are ſet on a thing, it is impoſſible to 


turn us from our Reſolutions: In ſbort, I ne- 
ver ceas'd poreing upon the Means to bring to 
paſs my Voyage, and came that length with my 
Husband at it as to propoſe going without him. 

This provok'd him to the laſt degree, and he 
call'd me not only an unkind Wife, but an un- 
natural Mother, and ask'd me how TI could enter- 
tain ſuch a Thought without horror as that of 
leaving my two Children (for one was dead) 
without a Mother, and to. be brought up by 
Steamers, and never to ſee them more? It was 
true, had things been right, I ſhould not have 
done it, but now, it was my real deſire never to 


ſee them, or him either any more; and asto the 


Charge 
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7 um 4 K 
' —© 4 
. — 
' J I * | - 
— : OY ”-> — 0 - 
on 


"harge of unnatural I could eaſily anſwer it to 
myſelf, while I knew that the whole Relation 
was ' Unnatural in the higheſt degree in the 

 HowEvex, it was plain there was no bringing 
my Husband to any thing ; he, would neither ga. 
with me, or let me go without him, and it was 
quite out of my Power to ſtir without his Conſent, 
as any one that knows the Conſtitution of the 

Country I was in, knows very well. | 


Wr had many Family quarrels about it, and 
they began (in time) to grow up to a dange- 
rous Height, for as I was quite Eftrang'd from my 
Husband (as be was call d) in Affection, ſo I took 
no heed to my Words, but ſometimes gave him. 
Language that was provoking : And, in ſhort, 
ſtrove all I could to bring him to a parting with, 
me, which was what above all things in the World: 
oof $0. PTR 8 
H took my. Carriage very ill, and indeed he 
might well do fb, for at laſt I refus'd to Bed with 
him, and carrying on the Breach upon all occa- 
frons to extremity he told me once” he thought 1 
was Mad, and if I did not alter my Conduft, 
he would put me under Cure; that is to ſay, inte. 
a Mazd-Houfe ; I told him he ſhould find I was far 
enough from Mad, and that it was not in his 
power, or any other Villians to Murther me; I 
Confeſs at the ſame time I was heartily 7. 5 
at his Thoughts of putting me into a Mad-Houſe, 
which would at once have deſtroy'd all the poſſi - 
bility of breaking the Truth aut, whatever the 
oceation might bez for that then, no one would 
have given Credit to a word of it. | 


THis 
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Tx1s therefore brought me to a Reſoluti- 
on, whatever came of it to lay open my whole 
Caſe; but which way to do it, or to whom, was an 
inextricable Difficulty, and took me up many 
Months to Reſolve ; in the mean time, another Quar- 
rel with my Husband happen'd, which came up 
to ſuch a mad Extream as almoſt puſh'd me on to 
tell it him all to his Face; but tho" I kept it in 
ſo as not to come to the particulars, I ſpoke fo, 
much as put him into the utmoſt Confuſion, and 
in the End brought out the whole Story. | 

He began with a calm Expoſtulation upon my 
being ſo reſolute to go to England I defended it; 
and one hard Word bringing on another as is uſual 
in all Family ſtrife, he told me; I did not Treat 
himas if he was my Husband, or talk of my Chil- 


dren, as if I was a Mother; and in ſhort, that T did 
not deſerve to be us'd as a Wife: That he had us d 


all the fair Means poſſible with me; that he hal 
Argu'd with all the kindneſs and calmneſs, that 
a Husband or a Chriſtian ought to do, and that 
I made him ſuch a vile return, that I Treated him 
rather like a Dog than a Man, and rather like 
the moſt contemptible Stranger than a Hus- 
band: That he was very loth to uſe Violence with 
me; but that in ſhort, he ſaw a Neceſſity of it 


now. and that for the future he ſhould be oblig'd 


to take ſuch Meaſures as ſhould reduce me to my 
Puty. | 
Mx blood was now fir'd to the utmoſt, tho' F 
knew what he bad ſaid was very true, and nothing 
could appear more provok d; I told him forhis 
fair means and his foul they were equally con- 
temn'd by me; that for my going to England, 
I was refolv'd on it, come what would; and that 
as to treating him not like a Husband, and not 
' ſhowing 
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ſhowing my ſelf a Mother to my Children, there 
maght be ſomething more in it than he under- 
ſtood at preſent ; but, for his farther conſiderati- 
on, I thought fit to tell hini thus much, that he 
neither was my lawful Husband, nor they lawful 
Children, and that I had reaſon to regard neither 
of them more than I die. FEET? 
.IConress1TIwas mov'd to pity him when 1 
ſpoke it, for he turn'd pale as Death, and ftood 
mute as one Thunder ſtruck, and once or twice I 
thought he would have fainted; in ſhort, it put 
him in a Fit ſomething like an Apoplex; he 
trembl'd, a Sweat or Dew ran off his Face, and 
yet he was cold as a Clod, ſo that I was forced to 
run and fetch ſomething for him to keep Life in 
him; when he recover'd of that, he grew ſick and 
vomited, and in a little after was put to Bed, and 
in the next Morning was, as he had been indeed 
all Night, in a violent Fever. ITE 
 .., How EVER it went off again; and he reco- 
vered tho' but flowly, and when he came to be 4 
little better, he told me, I had given him a mor- 
tal Wound with my Tongue, and he had only one 
thing to ask before he defir'd--an Explanation y I 
Interrupted him, and told him I'was ſorry I had 
one ſo far, ſince I ſaw what diforder it put hint: 
into, but I deſir'd him not to talk to me of Ex- 
planations, for that would but make things 
r 
IIsã heighten'd his impatience, and indeed 
perplex'd him beyond all bearin g; for now he be- 
gan to ſuſpect that there was ſome Myſtery yet 
unfolded, but could not make the leaſt gueſs at 
the real Particulars of it; alb that run in his Brain 
was, that I had another Husband alive, which I. ; 
could not ſay in fact might not be true; 2 * 
2 aſſur 
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aſſur'd him however, there was not the leaſt of 


that In it Fa and indeed as to my other Husband 
0 


he was effectually dead in Law to me, and had 
told me T ſhould look on him as ſuch, ſo I had not 
the leaſt uneaſineſs on that ſcore. | 
Bur now found the thing too. far gone to 
conceal it much longer, and my Husband himſelf 
ro me an opportunity to eaſe my ſelf of the 
ecret much to my Satisfaction; he had laboured 
with me three or four Weeks, but. to 10 purpoſe, 
only to tell him, whether I had ſpoken thoſe 
words only as the effect of my Paſſion, to put him 
in a Paſſion? Or whether there was any thing of 
Truth in the bottom of them? But I continued 
inflexible, and would explain nothing, unleſs he 
would firſt conſent to my going to England, which 
he would never do, be ſaid, while he liv d; on the 
other hand I ſaid it was in my power to make him 
willing when Ipleas'd, NA x to make him entreat 
me to go; and this increaſed his Curioſity, and made 
him importunate to the higheſt degree, but it was 
all to u purpoſe. oy EN 
bp Þ 10 th he tells all this Story to his Mo- 
ther, and ſets her upon me to get the main Secret 
out of me, and ſhe us d her utmoſt Skill with me 
indeed; but I put her to a full ſtop at once, by 
telling her that the Reaſon and Myſtery of the 
whole matter lay in herſelf; and that it was my 
Reſpect to her that had made me conceal it, and 
that in ſhort I could go no farther, and therefore 
conjur'd her not to inſiſt upon it. : 

SHE was ſtruck dumb at this Suggeſtion, and 
could not tell what to ſay or to think, but lay- 
ing aſide the ſuppoſition as a Policy of mine, con- 
tinued her importunity on account of her Son, 
und if poſhble to make up the breach between us 

56 | two, 
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"two; as to that, I told Por, that. it was indeed 4 
ood deſign in her, but that it Was impoſlible td 


De done; and that if I ſhonldreveal to her the 125 
Truth of what ſhe deſir d, ſhe would grant it to 3 
be impoſſible, and ceaſe to deſir it: At laſt 1 *. 
ſeem' d to be prevail d on by her importunity, and 9 
told Her I dar'd truſt Ye? with a Secret of the ſhe 
greateſt Importance, and ſhe would ſoon ſee that thi 
this was fo, and that I would confent to lodge it fi 
4 her Breaſt, if ſhe would engage ſolemnly not i 
to acquaint, her Son with it without my con- 51; 


Sr was long in promiſing this part, but ra- 
ther than not come at the main Secret ſne agreed 


to that too, and after a great many other Preli- | 15 
minaries, I began and told her the whole Story: 70 
Firſt I told her how much ſhe was concern'd in ſn, 
All the unhappy breach which had happen'd be- * 
tween her Son and me, by telling me her own Ki. 
Story, and her London Name; aud that the ſur- fo 
prize ſhe ſee I was in, was upon that Occaſion : br 
hen I told her my own Story and my Name 2 
and. aſſur d het by fuch,othex Tokens as ſhe could to 
not deny that I was no othef, nor more or Jeſs it 
than her on Child; ber Daughter born of her Bo- ue 
dy in Newgate; the ſame that had ſav'd her from ba 
the Gallows by being in her Belly, and the ſame . 
that ſhe left in ſuch and ſuch Hans when ſhe was 1 
„ = th. 
_ IT is impoſſible to expteſs the Aſtoniſhment 22 
ſhe was in; ſhe was not inclin'd to believe the $7 
Story, or to remember the Particulars, for ſhe in 
immediately foreſaw the Confuſions that muſt an. 
follow in the Family upon it; but every thing Hi 
concurr'd ſo exactly wiih the Stories ſhe had told it 
me of her ſelf, and which if ſhe had not to 117 an 
6 ns $i n me | 
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would perhaps have been content to have de- 
nied, that the had ſtop'd her own Mouth, and ſhe' 
had nothing to do but to take me about the Neck 
and kiſs me, and cry moſt vehemently over me, 
without ſpeaking one word for a long time toge- 
ther; at laſt ſhe broke out, Unbappy Child! ſays 
foe, what miſerable chance could bring thee hi- 
ther? And in the Arms of my own Son too: Dread- 
ful Girl!! ſays ſhe, why we are all undone! Married 
to thy on Brother | Three. Children, and two, 
alive, all of the ſame Fleſh and Blood ! My ron 
nd my. Daughter lying together as Husband and 
Wife! All Confuſion and Deſtraction for ever! 
ini ſerable Family l what will become of us? What 
is to be ſaid? what is to be done? and thus ſhe 
run on for a great while, nor had I any power 10 
ſpeak, or if I had, did T know what to ſay, for 
every word wounded me to the Soul: With this 
kind of Amaſement on our Thoughts we .parted 
for the firſt time, tho! my Mother was more ſur- 
priz'd than I was, becauſe it was more News to 
her than to me: However, ſhe, promis d again 
to me at parting, that ſhe would ſay nothing of 
it to her Son, till we had talk d of it again. 
Ix pas not long, you may be fure, before we 
had a ſecond Conference upon the ſame Subject; 
hen, as if ſhe had been willing to forget the 
tory ſhe had told me of herſelf, or to ſuppoſe 
that I had forgot ſome of the Particulars, ſhe be- 
Fus to tell thein with Alterations and Omiſſions; 
but I refreſn'd her Memory, and ſet her to rights 
in many things which I ſuppoſed ſhe had forgot, 
and then came in ſo opportunely with the w ole 
Hiſtory, that it was impoſſible for her to go from 
it; and then fhe fell into her Rhapfodies again, 
and Exclamations at ee of her Misfor- 
| ry | tunes. 
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tunes: When theſe t] | 
her we fell into a cloſe Debate about what ſhould 
be firſt done before we gave an account of the 
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be all our Conſultations? we could neither of us 


ſee our way thro? it, nor ſee how it could be ſafe 


to open ſuch a Scene to him; it. was impoſſible to 


make any judgment, or give any gueſs at what 


« Temper he would receive it in, or what Meaſures 


he would take upon it; and if he ſhould have fo 
little Government of Himſelf, as to make it pub- 
lick, we eaſily foreſaw that it would be the ruin 
of the whole Family, and expoſe my Mother and 
me to the laſt degree; and if at laſt he ſhould 
take the Advantage the Law would give him, he 
might = me away with difdain,. and leave me 
to Sue for the little Portion that I had, and per- 
haps waſt it all in the Suit, and then be a Beg- 


gar; the Children would be ruin'd too, Buying 


no 5 Claim to any of his Effects; and thus 
thould ſee him perhaps in the Arms of another 
Wife in a few Months, and be iny ſelf the moſt 
miſerable Creature alive, © . 
Mx Mother was as ſenſible of this as I; and 
upon the whole, we knew not what to do; after 
ſome time, we came to more ſober Reſolutions, 
but then it was with this Misfortune too, that my 
Mother's Opinion and mine were quite different 
from one another, and indeed inconfiftent with 
one another; for my Mother's Opinion was, that 
TI ſhould bury the whole thing entirely, and con- 
tinue to live with him as my Husband, till ſome 
other Event ſhould make the diſcovery of it more 
convenient; and that in the mean time ſhe would 
endeavour to reconcile us together again, and re- 
ſtore our mutual Comfort and Family Peace, that 
| we 
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hings were EIttte ver with 


matter to my Husband, but to what purpoſe could 


+> bt} 1224 bots fone. Ke SS 


a. i. -. 


a rH a Wl. 6% wt. 


JD) krifcd. 


$0 = & 


. 
we might lie as we us'd to do together, and ſv let 

e whole matter remain a ſecret as cloſe as Death, 
for Child, ſays ſhe, we are both undone if it comes 
out. enn 
TJ o encourage me to this, ſhe promis'd to make 
me eaſy in my Circumſtances as far as ſhe was 


ſecur d for me ſeparately from my. Husband; fo 
that if it ſhould come out afterwards, I ſhould 
not be left deſtitute, but be able to ſtand on my 
own Feet, and procure Juſtice from him. 


Jud ent of the thing, tho it was very fair and 
ind in my Mother, but my Thoughts run quite 
another way. 3 | 
As to keeping the thing in our own Breaſts, 
and letting it all 

was impoſſible z; and I ask'd her how ſhe cou'd 
think I cou'd bear the thoughts of lying with my 
own Brother ? In the next place I 1 her that 
her being alive was the only ſupport of the Diſ- 
covery, and that while ſhe own'd me for her 
Child, and ſaw reaſon to be fatisfyed that I was 
fo, no body elſe would doubt it ; but that if ſhe 
ſhould die before the Diſcovery, I ſhould be ta- 
ken for an impudent Creature that had forg'd 


ſhould- be counted Craz'd and Diſtracted: Then 
I told her how he had threaten'd already to put me 
into a Mad-houſe, and what concern 1 hag een 
in about it, and how that was the thing tha foye 
me to the neceſſity of diſcovering it to 
had done. 8 | 

FROM all which J told her, that I had on the 
moſt ſerious Reflections I was able to make in the 
Cafe, come to this Reſolution, which I hop'd ſhe 
| 12 Would 


— — — — - - 
— 


E 


able, and to leave me what ſhe could at her Death, 


TRISs Propoſal did not agree at all with my 


remain as it was, I told her it 


ſuch a thing to go away from my Husband, or 
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would like, as a medium between both, viz.) that 
The ſhould uſe her endeavours with her Son to 
give me leave to go for England, as I had deſired, 
and to furniſh me with a ſufficient Sum of Money, 
either in Goods along with me, or in Bills for my 
Support there, all along ſuggeſting, that he might 
one time or other think it proper to come over to 
me. M., 5 we" 8.71 . 
T4 whenT was gone ſhe ſhould then in 
cold Blood, and after firſt obliging him in the 
folemneſt manner poſſible to Secreſie, diſcover the 
Caſe to him; doing it gradually, and as her own 
Diſcretion ſhould guide her, ſo that he might not 
be ſurpriz'd with it, and fly out into any Paſſions 
and Exceſſes on my account, or on hers, and that 
ſhe ſhould concern herſelf to prevent his lighting 
the Children, or Marrying again, unleſs he had a 
certain account of my-being Dead. | 
Trx1s was my Scheme, and my Reaſons were 
good; I was really alienated from him in the Con- 
EO of theſe things; indeed I mortally 
hated him as a Husband, and it was impoſſible to 


remove that riveted Averſion I had to him; at the 


ſame time it being an unlawful inceſtnous living 
added to that Averſion; and tho' I had no great 
concern about it in point of Conſcience, yet eve- 
ry thing added to make Cohabiting with him the 
moſt nauſeous thing to me in the World; and 1 
think verily it was come to ſuch a height, that I 
could, almoſt as willingly have embrac'd a Dog, 
as have let him offer any thing of that kipd to 
me, fgg which Reaſon I could not bear the thoughts 
of coming between the Sheets with him; I cannot 
ſay that I was right in point of Policy, in carry- 
ing it ſuch a length, while at the ſame time I did 


not reſolve to ciſcover the thing to him; but 1 
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am giving an account of what was, not of what 


ought or ought not to be. Fs P 
Ix this directly oppoſite Opinion to one ano- 
ther my Mother and I continued a long time, and 


it was impoſſible to reconcile our Judgments, 


many Diſputes we had about it, but we could ne- 


ver either of us yield our own, or bring over the 


other. | 1 
IINSIS TED on my Averſion to lying with 
my own Brother; and ſhe inſiſted upon its being 
impoſſible to bring him to conſent to my going 
from him to England; and in this uncertainty we 
continued, not differing ſo as to quarrel, or any 
thing like it; but ſo as not to be able to reſolve 
what we ſhould do to make up that terrible breach 
that was before us. ; r 
Ax laſt I reſoly'd on a deſperate courſe, and 
told my Mother my Reſolution, (viz.) that in ſhort, 
I would tell him of it my ſelf; my Mother was 
frighted to the laſt degree at the very thoughts of 
it ; but I bid ber be eafie, told her I would do it 
gradually and ſoftly, and with all the Art and 
good Humour I was Miſtreſs off, and time it alſo 
as well as I could, taking him in good Humour 
too: I told ber I did not queſtion but if I cou'd 
be Hypocrite enough to feign more Aff ction to 
him than I really had, I ſhould ſucceed in all my 
Deſign, and we might part by Conſent, and with 
a good Agreement, for I might love him well 
+= oat a Brother, tho' I could not for a Huſ- 
and. 

AL this while he lay at my Mother to find 
out, if poſſible, what was the meaning of that 
dreadful Expreſſion of mine, as he call'd it, which 
I mention'd before; namely, That I was not his 
lam ful Wife, nor my Children his legal Children: 

| I 3 My 
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My other put him off; told him ſhe could bring 
„ tõ no Exp 1 but found there was {ome- 


thing that diſturbd me very much, and ſhe hop'd 
- ſhe oa get it out of me i time, and in the 


mean time fecommended to him earneſtly to uſe 
me more tenderly, and win me with his uſual 
good Carriage; told bim of his terrifying and af- 


frighting me with his Threats of ſending me to a 
Mad-honſe, and the like,” and advis'd him not to 


make a Woman Neſperate on any account what- 
Dyer 


HR promis A her to ſoften his Behaviour, and 
bid her aſſure me that he lov'd me as well as e- 


ver, and that he had no ſuch deſign as that of 


ſending me to a Mad-houſe, whatever he might 
ſay in his Paſſion; alſo he deſir d my Mother to uſe 


the ſame Perſwaſions to me too, that our Affecti- 


ons might be renew'd, and we might live toge- 


= ther in a good underſtandin ng as we us'd to do. 


I Fop 10 D the Effects of this Treaty preſent- 
ly CN my Husband's Conduct was immediately al- 


ter d „Aud he was quite another Man to me; no- 


thing could be kinder and more obliging than he 
was to me upon all Occaſions; and I could do no 


leſs than make ſome return to it, which I did as 


well I con d; but it was but in an awkward 
manner at beſt, for nothing was more frightful 
to me than his Careſſes, and the Apprehenſions 
of being with Child again by him, was ready to 
throw ine into Fits; and this made me ſee that 
there was an abſolute neceſſity of breaking the 
Caſe to him without any more delay, which 
however I did with all the caution. and xeſerve 
imaginable. 

H had continued his alter Carriage to me 
near a Month, and we began to live a new kind 
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of Life with one another; and could I have ſatiſ- 
Hed my ſelf to have gone on with it, I 70 
might have continued as long as we had continu- 
ed alive together. One Evening as we were fit- 
ting and talking very friendly together under a 
little Auning, which ſerv'd as an- Arbour. at 
the entrance from our Houſe into the Garden, 
he was in a very pleaſant agreeable Humour, and 
{aid abundance of kind things to me, relating to 
the Pleaſure of our preſent good Agreement, and 
the Diſorders of our paſt breach, and what a Sa- 
tisfaction it was to him, that we had room to hope 
we ſhould never have any more of it. a, 
IFETCH'D a deep Sigh, and told him there 
was no Body in the World could be more delight- 
ed than I was, in the good Agreement we had al- 
ways kept up, or mare afflicted with the Breach 
of it, and ſhould be fo ſtill, but I was ſorry to 
tell him that there was an unhappy Circumſtance 
in our Caſe, which lay too cloſe to my Heart, 
and which I knew not how to break to him, that 
rendred my art of it very miſerable, and took 
from me all the Comfort of the reſt. 
_ He importun'd me to tell him what it was; I 
told him I could not tell how to do it, that while « 
it was conceal'd from him, I alone was unhappy 1 
but if he knew it: alſo, we ſhould be both ſo, and 
that therefore to keep him in the dark about it 
was the kindeſt thing that I could do, and it was 
.on that account alone that I kept a ſecret from 
him, the very keeping of which I thought would 
firſt or laſt be my Deſtruction. | 
IT as impoſſible to expreſs his Surprize at this 
Relation, and the double importunity which he 
uſed with me to diſcover it to him: He told me 
I could not be call'd FP him, nay, I could nor 
4 -— WY 1. 
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pe faithful to fm 3 i *Fconceal'd it from him 
told him I thought ſo too, and yet I could not 40 
it. He went back 5 What I had ſaid before to 
him, and told me he hoped it did not relate to 
what I had ſaid in my Paſſion 'and that he had 
reſolv'd to forget all that, as the Effect of a raſh 
provok d Spiriez I told him I wiſh'd I could for- 
ft it all too, but that it was not to be done, the 

mpreſſion was too deep, and I cou d not do it, it 
Was impoſſible. 

* then told me he was reſolved: not to differ 

with mein any thing, and that therefore he would 
importune me no more about it, reſolving to ac- 
quieſte in whatever I did or ſaid z. only be 
would then agree, that whatever it was, it £01 
8 285 intetrupt our quiet and our mutual kind- 
neſs. 
Tus was the moſt provoking thing he could 
Have ſaid to me, for I. really wanted his farther 
importunities, that I might be prevail'd with to 
brivg out that which idee! it was like Death to 
Mme to conceal z ſo I anſwyer d him plainly, that I 
could not ſay I was glad not to be importuned, 
tho' I could not tell how to comply; but come, 
my Dear, ſaid I, what Conditions will you mike 
with me upon the opening this Affair to you. 

Ax x Conditions in the World, ſaid” be, that 

you can in reaſon deſire of me; well, ſaid I, come, 

ive it me under your Hand, that ik yon do not 
Ls I am in any fault, or that I am willingly 
concern d in the Cauſes of the Misfortune that is 
to follow, you will not blame me, uſe me the 
warſe, do me any I jury, or make me be the Suf- 
ferer for tiat which is not my fault. 


THA, ſays be, is the moſt reaſonable demand 


in the Wo. 14; not to blame you for that which is 
not 
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ot your fault; give me & Pen and Ink, ' ſays be, 
5 I ran in and fetch'd à Pen, Ink, and Paper, 
and he wrote the Condition down in the very 
words I had propoſed it, and ſign'd it with his 
Name; well, ſays he, whats next, my Dear? 
Wu, ſays I, the next is, that you will not 
blame me for not diſcovering the Secret of it to 
you before I knew it. n er 
Vexvx juſt again, ſays be, with all my Heart; 
ſo he wrote down that alſo and fign'd it. 


WII, my Dear, ſays I. then 1 have but one 
Condition more to make with you, and that is, 
that as there is no body concern'd in it but you 
and T, you ſhall not diſcover it to any Perſon in 
the World, except your own Mother , and thatin 
all the Meaſures you ſhall take upon the diſcove- 
ry, as I am equally concern'd in it with you, tho 
eas. ipnocent as your ſelf, you ſhall do nothing in a 
Paſhon, nothing to'my Prejudice, or to your Mo- 
nr Prejudice, without my knowledge and con- 
3 155 | | 8 
*-THr1s a little amaz'd him, and he wrote down 
the words diſtinctly, but read them over and over 


before he Sign'd them, heſitating at them ſeveral- 


times, and repeating them; my Mother's Prejudice ! 
and your Prejudice! what myſterious thing can this 
be? however, at laſt he Sigu'd it. [XA 
WEIL I, ſays J, my Dear, I'll ask you no more 
under your Hand, but as you are to bear the moſt 
unexpected and ſurprizing thing that perhaps ever 
befel any Family in the World, I beg you to pro- 
miſe me you will receive it with Compoſure and 
a Preſence of Mind ſuitable to a Man of Senſe, 

-- I*'Lr- do my utmoſt, ſays be, upon Condition 


ou will keep me no longer in ſuſpence, for you 
Ferrity me with all theſe Preliminaries, 


WELL 
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-\WxzrL Lthen, ſays T it is this, as I told yo 
before in a Heat, that I was not your lawfu 
Wife, and that our Children were not lega 
* Childreny ſo I muſt let you know nom in calm- 
neſs, and in kindneſs, but with Affliction enough 
that I am your own Siſter, and you my own Bro- 


ther and that we are both the Children of our 


Mother now alive, and in the Houſe, who is 
convinc'd of the Truth of it, in a manner not to 
be denied or contradĩictee mm u. 
I S4 him turn pale, and look wild, and I 
Aid, now remember your Promiſe, and receive 1 
with Preſence of mind; for who cou'd have Lid 
more to prepare you for it, than I haye done? 
However Icall'd a Servant, and got him a little 
Glaſs of Rum, Which is the uſual Dram of the 
Country, for he was juſt fainting away. PR 
Wu N he was a little recover'd, I ſaid to bim, 
this Story you may be ſure requires a Iong Expla- 
nation, and therefore have patience and compoſe 
your Mind to hear it out, and I'Il make it as 
ſhort as I can, and with this, I told him what I 
thought was needfulof the Fact, and particularly 
how my Mother came to diſcover -it to me, as a» 
bove z and now my. Dear, ſays J, you will ſee 
Reaſon for my Capitulations, and that L neither 
have been the Cauſe of this Matter, nor could be 
fo, and that I could know nothing of it before 
now. ' 978 | r 1 net: 
IA fully fatisfy'd of that, ;ſays be, but tis a 
dreadful Surprize to me; however, I know a Re- 
medy for it all, and a Remedy that ſhall put 
an End to all your Difficulties, without your go- 
ing to — ; That would be -ftrangy faid I 
as all the reſt; No, No, ſays be, I'll make it ea - 
fie, there's no Body in the way of it all, but ay 
128 "6 
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ſelf ; He look d a little diſorder'd, when he:faid » 
this, but I did not apprehend any thing from it 
at that time, believing as it us d to be ſaid, that 
they who do thoſe things never talk of them; 
or that they who talk of ſuch things never do 
Bur things were not come their height with 
him, and I obſerv'd he became Penſive and Me- 
lancholly ; and in a Word, as I thought a little 
Diſtemper*d in his Head; I endeavour'd to talk 
him into Temper, and to Reaſon him into a kind 
of Scheme for our Government in the Affair, and 
ſometimes he would -be well, and talk with 
ſome Courage about it; but the Weight of it lay 
too heavy upon his Thoughts, and in ſhort, 
it went ſo far that he made two attempts upon 
himſelf, and in one of them had actually ſtrang- 
led himſelf, and had not his Mother come into 
the Room in the very Moment, he had died; 
but with the help of a Negro Servant, ſhe cut him 
down and recover'd him. . | 
 Tax1NnGss were now come to alamentable height 
in the Family : My pity for him now began to 
revĩve that Affection, which at firſt I really had 
| for him, and I endeayour'd ſincerely by all the 
kind Carriage I could to make up the Breach , 
but in ſhort, it had gotten too great a Head, it 
prey'd upon his Spirits, and it threw him into a 
look ling'ring Conſumption, tho? it happen'd not 
to be Mortal. In this Diſtreſs I did not know what 
; to do, as his Life was apparently declining, and 
I might perhaps have Marry'd again there, very 
much to my Advantage, it had been certainly 
my Buſineſs to have ſtaid in the Country; but 
my Mind was reſtleſs too, and uneaſie; I mo 
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(194). 
Vafter coming to England, and nothing would . 

5 tisſie me without it. 's 
I ſhort, by an anwearied importunity A | 
1 Hurband- who- was apparently decaying; as I Foot 
_ obſerv'd; was at laſt prevail'd with, and ſo my try 


own Fate puſhing me on, the way was made clear more 

for me, and -my Mother" concurxing, I odtain d A to m 

very! good Cargo for my coming to England. wit! 

Wu Ex I parted: with my Rrothee,, for ſuch reſo 

1 am now to call him ; we agreed that after I to g 

* arrivid he ſhould pretend to have an Account ſne 
| = I was Dead in England, and fo might Mar- chie 
ain when he would; he promis'd, and en- 1 

gag to me to Correſpond with me as a Siſter, The 

— to Aſſiſt and Support me as long as I liv'd; riv 


and that if he dy'd <ul me, he would leave ' Mis 
ſufficient to his Mother to take Care of me till, | the- 
_ an the Name of a Siſter; and he was in ſome re- { 
| ſpe& Careful of me, when he heard of me; but it I's 
was oddly. mannag'd that I felt the Diſappoint- f 
ments very ſenſibly afterwards, a you ſhall hear 


1 its time. DILL con 
ICaur away for England in: the Month of bro 
Augnſt, after Thad been Eight Years in-thatCoun- ite 
try, and now a new Scene of Misfortunes atten- ma! 
ded me, which perhaps few. Women have You wa: 
thro the like of. Pot 
Wx had an indifferent ed W til we of 
came juſt upon the Coaſt of England, and ' where eve 
we arriv'd in two and thirty Days, but were then for 
Ruffled with two or three Storms, one of which for 
drove us away to the . Coaſt of Ireland, and we BH Fr 
put in at Kinſale: We remain'd there about wa 
thirteen Days, got ſome Refreſhment on Shore, and 100 


put to Sea again, tho' we met with. very bad Wea- 
ther again in which the Ship ſprung her * 
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@ they call'd it, for I knew not what they meant : But 


we got at laſt into Milford Haven in Wales, where 
tho it was remote from our Port; yet having my 
Foot ſafe upon the firm 8 of my Native Coun- 
try the Iſle of Britain, Ireſolv'd to venture it no 
more upon the Waters, which had been ſo terrible 
to me; ſo getting my Cloths, and Money on Shore 
with my Bills of Loading, and other Papers, I 
reſoly'd to come for London, and leave the Ship 
to get to her Port as ſhe could; the Port whether 
ſhe was bound, was to Briſtol, where my Brothers 
chief Correſpondent liv'd. n 
I Go T to London, in about three Weeks, where 
Iheard a little while after that the Ship was ar- 


riv'd in Briſtol; but at the fame time had the 
- Misfortune to know that by the violent Weather 
The had been in, and the breaking of her Main- 
* ; ſhe had . damage on board, and that 


Wee: of er Cargo was ſpoil C. 
1 HAD now a new Scene of Life upon my 
Hands, and a dreadful Appearance it had; I was 


come away with a kind of final Farewel ; what I 


brought with me, was indeed confiderable, had 
it'come ſafe, and by the help of it I might have 
married again tollerably well; but as it was, I 
was reduc d to between two or three Hundred 
Pounds in the whole, and this without any hope 
of Recruit: Iwas entirely without Friends, nay, 
even fo much as without Acquaintance, for I 
found it was abſolately neceſſary not to revive 
former Acquaintances , and as for my ſubtle 
Friend that ſet me up formerly for a Fortune ſhe 
was Dead, and her Husband alſo; as I was in- 
form'd upon ſending a Perſon unknown to enquire, 

THe looking after my Cargo of Goods ſoon 
after oblig'd me to take a Fargly to Briſtol, 
8 | and 
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and during my attendance upon that Affair, 
I took the Diverſion of going to the Bath, for as 
as I was fill far from being old, ſo my Humour, 
which Was always Gay, continu'd fo to an Ex- 
am; and being now, as it were, a Woman of 
| . tho' I was a Woman without a Fortune, 
I expected ſomething, of other might happen in 
my way, that; might mend my Circumſtances as 

had been my Caſe before. TW 
_ THE Bath is a Place of Gallantry enough; Ex- 
penſive, and full of Snares; I went thither indeed 
in the, view of Ari any thing that might offer; 
47 I muſt do myſelf that Juftice, as to proteſt I 
new nothing amiſs, I meant nothing but in an 
boneft way; nor. had I any Thoughts about me 


at firſt that look d the way, which afterwards I 1 
ſuffered them to be guide). 

HRE I ſtay d the whole latter Seaſon, ts „ 
call d there, and Contracted ſome aeg f 

0 - 


- 
A 
n 
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quaintance, Which rather prompted the Ren f 
ell afterwards. into, than foxtify'd me againſt 
them: I liw d pleaſantly enough, kept good Com- 
pany, that is to ſaj, gay fine 5 ; but had 
the Diſcouragement to find this way of Hivin 
ſunk me exceedingly, and that as I had no ſettl d 
Income, ſo ſpending upon the main Stock was 
but a certain kind of bleeding to Death; and this 
gave me many ſad Reflections in the Intervals of 
my other Thoughts : However I ſhook them off, 
and, ſtill flatter'd myſelf that ſomething or other 
might offer for my Advantage... . ., 
Bur I was in the wrong Place for it; 1 was 
not none at Red7if, where If I had fet myſelf tol- 
lerably up, ſome honeſt. Sea Captain or other 
might have talk d with me upon the honourable 
terms of Matrimony; but I was at the JO 
OY where 


* 


| ail 2 1&5; Ki 127 ) ane 
where Men find a Miſtreſs fometimes, but very 
rarely look fot a Wife; and Conſequently all the 
particular Acquaintances a Woman can Expect 
to make there, muſt have ſome Tendency that 
iris 
I Hap ſpent the firſt Seaſon well enough, for 
tho' I had Contracted ſome Acquaintance with a 
Gentleman, who came to the Bath for his Di- 
verſion, yet I had enter'd into no felomans Treaty, 


% 


offers of Gallantry, and had manag'd that way 
well enough; I was not witked enough to come 
into the Crime for the meer Vice of it, and I had 
no extraordinary Offers made me that tempted 
me with the mat thing which Iwanted. 

' HewEveR I went this length the firſt Seaſon, 
(viz,) I contracted an Acquaintance with a Wo- 


TW ow Fw hag 


—_—_— 


Xx 
* % *%S 
* > a 
hn 


not kgep an ill Houſe, as.we call it, yet had none 
of the beſt Principles in herſelf :.I had on all 
oa fions behav'd myſelf fo well as not to get 
eaſt Slur upon my Reputation on any Ac- 
e bhatever, and all the Men that T had Con- 
vert With, were of ſo good Reputation that Thad 
not given the leaſt Refſection by Converſing with 
them; nor did any of chem ſeem to think there 
was room for a wicked Correſpondence, if they had 
any of them offered it; yet there was one Gentle- 
man, as above, who always ſingl'd me out for the 
Diverſion of my Company, as he call'd it, which 
| as be was pleas'd to ſay was very agreeable to him, 
but at time there was no more in it. 
| I Hp many melancholly Hours at the Bath 
| after all the Company was gone, for tho' I went 
| to Briffol ſometimes for the diſpoſing my Effects, 


U 5 
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| and for Recruits of Money, yet I choſe to come 


back 


* 


as it might be call'd : I had refiſted ſome Caſual - 


man in whoſe Houſe I Lodg d, who tho' ſhe did 
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rms wien the Woman in "whoſe Houſe 
gd.in the 'Symmer, 1 found that during the 
Winter I liv'd rather, cheaper there. than I could 
do any where elſe, here, T fa y, I paſs'd the Win- 
t 510 as heavily as Ih. ale d "the Antama chear- 
5 But having Siitrafted a near 1 
abe ſaid Nene , in whoſe Houſe 1 Lodg'd, 

I ala not avoid A en to her Perle 
of what lay hardeſt upon my Mind, and parti 
- eularly the chef ng of my 1 antes and 
the loſs of 1 my Fortune br the 280 of my 
Goods by Sea! 1 told her alſo tha da Mo» 
ther and a Brother in Virginia in 155 Circum- 
ſtances, and, as 1 bad really Written back to my 
Mother in Fend bo ud ay C Condition, 
and the great. Lofs d receiv'd, .which indee 
came to almoſt 9251 15 I did "wot fail to let on 


new Friend know, that I expected a Supply fro 
thence, and ſo indeed T did; 4 and as the Ships 
Vent from Briftol to Tork River in Vginia, 
back again generally i in leſs time than from 
don, and that my Brother Correſpoiiged chie 


Briſtol, I thought it was much better for me bog ; 


wait here for my Returns, than to go te Lon- 
don, where alfo I had not the leaſt Acquain- 
ance. 

My new Friend appear'd ſenſibly affected with 
my Condition, and indeed was ſo very kind, FX 
to reduce the Rate of my living with ; to fl 
low a Price during the Winter, that ſhe ping 
vinced me the got nothing by me, and as for 
* darin the Winter, I paid nothing at 
a 

Wne vp the Spring Seaſon came 'oh, ſhe conti- 
nu'd to be as kind to me as the could, and I lodg'd 


With 


yy iv Bath for m1 (x89 becanſe being 1 | 


, | * 


with her for a time, till it was found neceſſary.to 
do otherwiſe; ſne had ſome Perſons, of Charatter 
that frequently lodg'd in her Houſe, and in par- 
ticular the Gentleman who, as I ſaid, ſingl'd me 
out for his Companion the Winter before; ant! 
he came down again with another Gentleman It I 
his Company and two Servants, and lodg'd in the 
ſame Houſe : I ſuſpected that my Landlady had 
invited him thither, letting him know that I was 
{till with her, but ſhe deny'd it, and proteſted 
to me that ſhe did not, and he ſaid the ſame. 
IN a Word, this Gentleman came down and 
continu'd to ſingle me out for his peculiar Confi- 
dence as well as Converſation ; he was a compleat 
Gentleman, that muſt be confeſs'd, and his Com- 
pany was very agreeable to me, as mine, if 1 
might believe him, was to him; he made no Pro- 
feſſions to me but of an extraordinary Reſpect, 
and he had ſuch an Opinion of my Virtue, that 
as be often profeſsd, he believ'd if he ſhould offer = 
anything elſe, I ſhould reject him with Contempt; 
he on underſtood from me that I was a Widow, 
that Thad arriv'd at Briſtol from Virginia by the 
laſt Ships; and that I waited at Bath till the next 
Virginia Fleet ſhould arrive, by which I expected 
conliderable Effe&s, I underſtood by him, and 
by others of him, that he had a Wife, but that the 
Lady was diſtemper'd in her Head, and was un- 
der the Conduct of her own Relations, which he 
conſented to, to avoid any Reflections thiat might, 
& was not wniſual in ſuch Caſes, be caſt on him for 
miſmanaging her Cure; and in the mean time he 
came to the Bath to divert his Thoughts from the 
Diſturbance of ſuch a melancholy Circumſtance as 
that was, 
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Man at H 
great Eſtate; and indeed 1 had a great deal of 
salon t 
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groſs me, and I was ſeldom from him; I told ber 
"Tha 
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8 _ Ms JLandlady, who of ber own dead encbt⸗ 
= + rag the 


; Correſpondence on all Occafions, gave 
dvantageous Character of him, as of a 
nour and of Virtue, as well as of a 


me. an-. 


n to ſay ſo of him too; for tho' we lodg'd both 


on a Floor, and he had frequently come into my 


Chamber, even when J was in Bed; and I alfo in- 
to his when he was in Bed, yet he never offered 
any thing to me farther than a kiſs, or ſo much as 
ſolicited me to any thing till long after, as you 
ſhall hear. | | 


IFR EUER TIx took notice to my Landla- 


dy of his exceeding Modeſty, and ſhe again uſed 
to tell me, ſhe believ'd it was fo from the begin- 
ing; however ſhe uſed to tell me that ſhe 1 
or 


I ought to expect ſome Gratification from him 


my Company, for indeed he did, as it were, en- 


not given him the leaſt occaſion to think I 
wanted it, or that I would accept of it fr CY 
He told me ſhe would take that part upon hens 


me did fo, and manag' d it fo dextrouſty, that the 


firſt time we were together alone, after ſhe had 
talk'd with him, he began to enquire a little into 
my Circumſtances, as how I had ſubſiſted my ſelf 


fince I came on ſhore? and whether I did not want 


Money? I ſtood off very boldly, I told him that 
tho my Cargo of Tobacco was damag'd, yet 
that it was not quite loſt, that the Merchant 


| Thad been confign'd to, had ſo honeſtly manag d 
d 


for me that I had not wanted, and that I hop 


with frugal Management, I ſhould make it hold 


out till more would come, which I expected by 
the next Fleet; that in the mean time I had re- 


trench'd my Expences, and whereas I kept a * | 
| alt 
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laſt Seaſon, now I liv'd without; and whereas T 


had a Chamber and a Dining - room then on the 
firſt Floor, as be knew, I now had but one Room two 


8 of Stairs, and the like; but I live ſaid Las well 


atisfy'd' now as I did then; adding, that his Com- 


pany: had been a means to make me live much 


more chearfully than otherwiſe 1 ſhould have 


done, for which I was much oblig' d eto him; and 
ſo I put off all room for any offer for the preſent : 
However, it was not long before he attack'd me 
again, and told me he found that I was backward 
to truſt him with the Secret of my Circumſtances, 
which he was ſorry for; aſſuring me that he en- 


uir'd into it with no deſign to ſatisfie his own 


urioſity, but meerly to aſſiſt me, if there was 
any occaſion; but ſince I would not own my ſelf 
to ſtand in need of any aſſiſtance, he had but one 


thing more to deſire of me, and that was, that 1 


would promiſe him that when I was any way 
ſtrejighten'd, or like to be fo, I would frankly 
telBham of it, and that I would make uſe of him 
with e ſame freedom that he made the offer, add - 


ing, at I ſhould always find I had a true Friend, 


tho* perhaps I was afraid to truſt him. 


 IOM1TTED nothing that was fit to be ſaid ß 
one infinitely oblig'd, to let him know, that I hada 


due Senſe of his Kindneſs ; and indeed from that 
time, I did not appear ſo much referv'd to him as 


I had done before, tho' ſtill within the Bounds f 
the ſtricteſt Virtue on both ſides; but how free + 


ſoever our Converſation was, I cou'd not arrive 


to that fort of Freedom which he deſir' d, (viz.) to 


tell him I wanted Money, tho' I was fecretly ve- 
ry glad of his offer. 


So uE Weeks paſs'd after this, and till Inever 


ask d him for Money 3 my Landlady, a 
472 | 2 
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cunning Creature, who had often preſ#'d me to 


it, hut found that I cou'd not do it, makes a 
Story of her on inventing, and comes in blunt- 
Iy to me when we were together, O Widow, ſays 

He, I have bad News to tell vou this Morning; 

What is that, ſaid I, are the Virginia Ships taken 

by the French? for that was my fear. No, no, ſays 

"ſhe, but the Man you fent to Briſtol Yeſterday for 

Money is come back, and ſays he has brought 

none. ” 

No w I could by no means like her Project; 1 
thought it look'd too much like prompting. him, 
which indeed he did not want, and I ſaw x your that 
T ſhould loſe nothing by being backward to ask, 
ſo I took her up ſhort ; I can't imagine why he 
ſhould ſay fo to you, ſaid I, for I aſſure ycu he 

brought me all the Money I ſent him for, and 
here it is ſaid J, (pulling out my Purſe with 
about 12 Guineas in it) and added, I intend 
you ſhall have moſt of it by and by. 

Hx ſeem'd diſtaſted a little at her talking as 
me did at firſt, as well as I, taking it as I Fangiel 
he would as ſomething forward of her; but when 

he faw me give ſuch an Anſwer, he came imme- 


= * diately to himſelf again: The next Morning we 
talk'd of it again, when I found he was full ſa- 
tisfy'd; and ſmiling ſaid, he hop'd I would not 


want Money and not tell him of it, and that I 
had promis'd him otherwiſe: I told him F had been 
very much diflatisfy'd at my Landladies talking fo 


publickly the Day before of what ſhe had nothing 
do do with; but I ſuppos'd ſhe wanted what I ow'd 


her, which was about Eight Guineas, which I 
had reſulv'd to give her, and had accordingly gi- 
ven it her the ſame Night ſhe talk'd fo fooliſhly. 


| He 


"> 
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6433) 
H was in a mighty good Humour, when he 
heard me ſay, I had paid her, and it went off in- 
to ſome other Diſcourſe at that time; but the 
next Morning he having heard me up about my 
Room before him, he call'd to me, and I gnſwer-. 
ing, he ask d me to come into his Chamber; he 
was in bed when I came in, and he made me come 
and fit down on his Bed fide, fur be ſaid. he had 
ſomething to ſay to me, which was of ſome Mo- 
ment: After ſome verykind Expreſſions he ask'd me, 
if I would be very honeſt to him, and give a ſincere 
Anſwer to one thing he would deſire of me? after 
ſome little Cavil with him at the word Siuncere, and 
asking him if I had ever given him any Anſwers 
which were not Sincere, I promis'd him 1 would; 
why then his Requeſt was, be ſaid, to let him 
ſee my Purſe, I immediately put my Hand into 
my Pocket, and Laughing at him, pull'd it out, 
and there was in it three Guineas and a Half; 
then be ast d me, if there was all the Money I had? 
I & no, Laugbing again, not by a great 

deal. | "a 
WELL then, be ſaid, he would have me pro- 
miſe to go and fetch him all the Money I had e- 
yery Farthing : I told him I wonld, and I went into 
my Chamber, and fetch'd him a little private 
Drawer, where I had about ſix Guineas more, and 
ſome Silver, and threw it all down upon tHe Bed, 
and told him there was all my Wealth, honeſtly 


Ss | *t 
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to a Shilling : He look'd a little at it, but did nt 


me open a little Walnuttree box, he had upon 


tell it,and Huddled it all into the Drawer again,and 
reaching his Pocket, pull'd out a Key, and bad then 


the Table, and bring him ſuch a Drawer, 
which I did, in which Drawer, there was a great 
deal of Money in Gold, I believe near 200 Gui- 
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tirely as I had done: After this, he made me take 


4 a Maid, and keep Houſe, and his Friend that came 
* 


ÿũ gh. ; 2 200 
- neagbutIknewnothow much: He took the Drawer, th 
and taking my Hand; made me put it in, and take he 
a whole handful ; T was backward at that, but m 
| he held my Hand hard in his Hand, and put it ea 
1 into the Drawer, and made me take out as many * 
Cl Guineas almoſt as T could well take up at Bi 
| once, g e & he 
| Wur x I had done fo, he made me put them ſo 
into my Lap, and took my little Drawer, and th 
— ds out all my own Money among his, and T 
bad me get me gone, and carry it all Home into In 
my own Chamber. ( h 
_ T RELATE this Story the more particularly be- * 
cauſe of the good udo there was in it, and 'A 
to ſhow the temper with which we Convers'd : It 2 
Was was not long after this, but he began every 9 
Day to find fault with my Cloths, with my Laces, h 
= © and Head-dreſles; and in a Word, preſs'd me to bu t 
| , better, which by the way I was ay, Hr ms b 

1 to do, tho” I did not ſeem to be ſo, for I lov'd no- 

thing in the World better than fine ClothesfT told Y 
him I muſt Houſewife the Money he had lent me, F 
or elſe I ſhould not be able to pay him again. He ] 
then told me in a few Words, that as he had a * 
ſincere Reſpect for me, and knew my Circum- by 
* ances, he had not .Lent me that Money, but 
given it me, and that he thought I had merited 
it from him, by giving him my Company fo in- 
4 


vit him to Bath, being gone, he oblig'd me to 
W- = Dyet him, which I did very willingly, believe- 
ing 5 it appear d, that I ſhould loſe nothing by 
| it, nor did the Woman of the Houſe fail to find 
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then I got a Pallate Bed into his Rooin, and Ta 
in it juſt at his Bed's Feet. » i 


* 


We had liv'd thus near three Months, when 
the Company beginning to wear away at the Bath, 
he talk'd of going away, and fain he would have 
me to go to London with him: I was not very 


eaſie in that Propoſal, not knowing what Poſture I 


was to live in there, or how he might uſe me: 
But while this was in Debate he fell very Sick; 
he had gone out to a place in Somerſetſhire called 
Shepton, - where he had ſome Buſineſs, and was 
there taken very ill, and fo ill that he could not 
Travel, ſo he ſent his Man back to Bath to beg 
me that I would hire a Coach and come over to 


him. Before he went, he had left all i Money 
and other things of Value with me, and what to 
do with them F 


did not know, but I ſ:cur'd them 
as well asI could, and Lock'd up the Lodgings and 
went to him, where I found him very ill indeed 


however, I perſwaded him to be carry'd in a Lit- 


ter to the Bath, where there was more help and 
better advice to be had. LED 

He conſented, and I brought him to the Bath, 
which was about fifteen Miles, as I remember : 
here he continued very ill of a Fever, and kept 


his Bed five Weeks, all which time I nurs'd him 


and tended him my ſelf, as much and as carefully 


as if I had been his Wife; indeed if I had been 


his Wife I could not have done more; I fat up 
with him fo much and ſo often, that at laſt in- 
deed he. would not let me fit up any longer, .and 


I Was indeed ſenſibly affected with his Con 
tion, and with the Apprehenſion of loſipg ſuch 


Friend as he was, and was like to be to me, an 


Tus'd to ſit and Cry by him many Hours toge- 


ther : However at laſt he grew Better, and gave 
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** that he would recover, as indeed be did, the 
very flowly. 

WERE it otherwiſe than what L am going to 
ay, 1 ſhould not be backward to diſeloſe it, as tt 
18 Trent I have done in other Caſes in this Ac- 
count , but I affirm, that thro all this Converfa- 
tion, abating the freedom of coming into the 
Chamber when I or he was in Bed, and abatin 
the neceſſary Offices of attendin him Night an 
* Day when he was Sick, there had not pas d the 

leaſt immodeſt Word or Action dn us. O! 

that it had been ſo to the laſt. 

AFTER ſome time he gathered Strength, and 
bay well apace, and I would have remov'd my 
alate Bed, but he would not let me till he was 
able to venture himſelf without any Body to fit 
op with him, a then I remoy'd to my own 
amber. 

He took man y Occaſions to expreſs his Senſe 
of my Tenderneſs and Concern for him; and when 
he grew quite well, he made me a Preſent of Fif- 

ty Guineas for my Care, and, as he call d it, for 
hazarding my Life to ſave his. 

A p now he made deep Proteſtations of a ſin- 

cere inviolable Affection for me, but all along at- 
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| | tefted it to be with the utmoſt reſerve for my cot 
| - Virtue, and his own: I told him I was fully ſa- me 
f tisfyed of it; he carried it that length that he no 
proteſted to me, that if he was naked in Bed with Wi. 
tee, he would as facredly preſerve my Virtue, as aw 
= ac would defend it if I was aſſaulted by a Ra- 
= iher; I believ'd him, and told him I did fo, no! 
put this did not ſatisfie him, he would, he ies, the 
wWoait for ſome opportunity to give me an undoubt- as | 
i ed Teſtimony of it. 8 
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Ir was a great while after this that I had Oc- 
caſion, on my own Buſineſs, to go to Briffol, up- 
on which he hir'd me a Coach, and would go with 
me, and did ſo; and now indeed our intimacy in- 
creag'd : From B 7 


ri ſtol he carry d me to Glouceſter, 
which was meerly a Journey of Pleaſure to take the 
Air; and here it was our hap to have no Lodging in 
the Inn but in one large Chamber with two Beds in 
it: The Maſter of the Houſe going up with us to ſhow 
his Rooms, and coming into that Room, ſaid ve- 
ry frankly to him, Sir, It is none of my buſmeſs to 
enquire whether the Lady be your Spouſe or no, but 
if not, you may lie as boneſtly in theſe two Beds a 
i you were in two Chambers, and with that he pulls 
a great Curtain which drew quite croſs the Room, 
and effectually divided the Beds; well, ſays my 
Friend, very readily, theſe Beds will do, and 
as for the reſt, we are too near a kin to lye to- 
gether, tho' we may Lodge near one another; 
and this put an honeſt Face on the thing too, 
When we came to go to Bed he decently 
went out of the Room till I was in Bed, and then 
went to Bed in the Bed on his own fide of the 
Room, but lay there talking to me a great while. - 
AT laſt repeating his uſual ſaying, that ge 
could lye in the naked Bed with me and not offer 
me the leaſt Injury, he ſtarts out of his Bed, and 
now, my Dear, ſays be, you ſhall fee how juſt I 
will be to you, and that I can keep my word, and 
away he comes to my Bed, 2 
I reſiſted a little, but I muſt confeſs I ſhould 
not have reſiſted him much, if he had not made 
thoſe Promiſes at all; fo after a little ſtruggle, 
& | ſaid, I lay ſtill and let him come to Bed; 
when he was there he took me in his Arms, and 
fo I lay all Night with him, but he had no more » 
ak « 
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d with me, or offer d any thing to me other than 

abracing me, as I tay, in his Arms, no not the 
whole Night, but. roſe up and dreſs'd bim in the 
Morning, and left me as innocent for him as I was 
IRIS was a ſurpriaing thing to me, and per- 
haps may be ſo to others who know how the Laws 
of Nature work; for he was a ſtrong vigorous brisk 
Perſon; nor did he act thus on a principle of Reli- 
gion at all, but of meer Affection; inſiſting on it, that 
tho I was to him the moſt agreeable Woman in 
the World, yet becauſe he lov d me he cou'd not 


wm 


* 


injure me. 


IO vx it was a noble Principle, but as it was 
what I never underſtood before, fo it was to me 

rfectly amazing. We Travel'd the reſt of the 
Fordey as we did before, and came back to 
the Bath, where, as he had opportunity to come 
to me when he would, he often repeated the 


Moderation, and I frequently lay with him, 
and he with me, and altho' all the familiarities 


between Man and Wife were common to us, yet 
he never once offered to go any farther, and 
he valued himſelf much upon it; I do not ſay 
that I was ſo-wholly pleas'd with it as he thought 


1 was: For I own I was much wickeder than he, 9 


you ſhall hear preſently.  — 


Wx liv'd thus near two Y ear, only with this 
exception, that he went three times to London in 
that time, and once he continued there four 


Months, but, to do him Juſtice, he always ſup- 
Ny d me with Money to ſubſiſt me very handſomly. 


* 
* 
* 

s — 


HA D we continued thus, I confeſs we had had 


much to boaſt of; but as wiſe Men ſay, it is ill 
venturing too near the brink of a Command, ſo - 
ve found it; and here again I muſt do him the Ju- 

"CD | ſtice, 
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. Nice to own, that the firſt Breach was not on hit 
part: It was one Night that we were in Bed tuges . 
ther warm and merry, and having drank, I think, 
a little more Wine that Night, both of us, than 
uſual, tho? not in the leaſt to diforder either of us, 
when after ſome cther follies which I cannot name, 
and being claſp'd cloſe in his Arms, I told him, (TI re- 
peat it with ſhame and horror of Soul) that I cou'd 
find in my Heart to diſcharge him of his Engage- 
ment for one Night and no more. 11 
.. _ Hs took me at my word immediately, and af- 
ter that, there was no reſiſting him; neither in- 
deed had I any mind to reſiſt him any more, let 
what would come of it. * 
Tuvus the Government of our Virtue was bro- 
ken, and I exchaneg'd the Place of Friend, for that 
unmuſical harſh-ſounding Title of WHore. In 
the Morning we were both at our Penitentials, I 
cried very heartily, he expreſs'd himſelf very 


* 


ſorry; but that was all either of us could do at 


that time; and the way being thus clear'd, and 
the bars of Virtue and Conſcience thus removed, 
we ox the leſs difficulty afterwards to ſtruggle 


7 


we had together for all the reſt af that Week, 
I look'd on him with Bluſhes; and every now 
and then ſtarted that melancholy Objection, what 
if TI hhould be with Child nom? What will become 
of me then? He encourag'd me by telling me, 
that as long as I was true to him he would bg.fo., 
to me; and ſince it was gone ſuch a length, (ien 
indeed he never intended) yet if I was with Child, 
he would take care of that, and of me too: This 
harden'd us both; I aſſur'd him if I was with Child, 
I would die for want of a Midwife rather Jo 2 
_—© 8 lame 


+ was but a dull kind of Converſation that 
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Name bim as the Father of it; and he aſſur'd me 


4 


I F ſhould never want if I ſhould be with Child 


Theſe mutual aſſurances harden'd us in the 
thing; and after this we repeated the Crime 
as often as we pleas'd, till at length, as I had 
fear'd, ſo it came to paſs, and I was indeed 
AFTER I was ſure it was ſo, and I had ſatiſ- 
fied him of it too, we began to think of taking 
meaſures for the managing it, and I propos'd 


truſting the Secret to my Landlady, and asking 


her Advice, which he agreed to: My Landlady, 


a Woman (as I found) us'd to ſuch things, made 


light of it; ſhe ſaid ſhe knew it would come to 
that at laſt, and made us very merry about it: 
As I ſaid above, we found her an Experienc'd old 
Lady ut ſuch Work; ſhe undertook every thing, 
engag d to procure a Midwite and a Nurſe, to ſa- 
ttisfie all Enquiries, and bring us off with Re- 
= * —+ ans and ſhe did fo very dexterouſly in- 


- Wren I grew near my time, ſhe defir'd m 

Gentleman t 0 e to London, or make as if 
be did fo; when ge was gone, ſhe acquainted the 
1 wn ar ber gfe, Ae was a Lady ready tolye 


in at her Hdyſe, biftthat ſhe knew her Husband 
very well, And gabe them, as ſhe pretended, an 
account of his Name, which ſhe called Sir Walter 


tleman, and that ſhe would anſwer for all Enqui- 
-_, nies, and the like: This ſatisfied the Pariſh Offi- 


dit as I could have done if I had really been myLady 
Lleaue; and was afſiſted in my Travel by three or 
four of the beſt Citizens Wives of Bath, who liv'd 
in the Neighbourhood, which however made mea 
ELIE i Ittle 


2 : 


'Cleave, telling them, he was a very worthy Gen- 


cers Trepe p and J lay IN N with as much Cre- 
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| Uttle the more expenſive. to him, I often ex- 

pjpreſſed my concern to him about it, but he bid me 
not be concern'd at it. , 

As he had furniſh'd me very ſufficiently with 

Money for the extraordinary Expences of my Ly- 

ing Inn, I had every thing very handſome about 

me; but did not affect to be Gay or Extravagant 

neither; beſides, knowing my own Circumſtances, 

and knowing the World as I had done, and that 

ſuch kind of things do not often laſt long, I took 

| care to lay up as much Money as I could for a 

2 wet Day, as I call'd it; making him believe it 

was all ſpent upon the extraordinary appearance 

of things in my Lying Inn. | 

B this means, and including what he had gi- 

ven me as above, I had at the end of my Lying 

Inn ahout 200 Guineas by me, including alſo what 

was left of my own. | 

I Was brought to Bed of a fine Boy indeed, 

and a charming Child it was; and when he heard 

of it he wrote me a very kind obliging Letter 

about it, and then told me, he thought it would 

look better for me to come away tor London as 

ſoon as I was up and well, that he had pro- 

*wided Appartments for me at Hammerſmith as if 1 

came thither only from London, and that after a 

little while I ſhould go back to the Bath, and he 

would go with me. | | 

IL1x'D this offer very well, and accordingly 

hir'd a Coach on purpoſe, and taking my Child 

and a. Wet-Nurſe to Tend and Suckle it, and a 

_ Servant with me, away I went for Lon- 

on. | 

He met me at Reading in his own Chariot, and 

Baking me into that, left the Servant and the 

Child in the hir'd Coach, and fo he brought me 


to 


2 
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AI fo my now F odgings at Heminierſmith, with which 
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abundance of Reaſon to be very well Pleas d,. 
for they were very handſome Rooms, and I ws 
5 N well accommod ate. 

AN p now was indeed in the height of what 
1 might call my Proſperity, and I wanted nothing 

ut to be a Wife, which however could not be in 
this Caſe, there was no room for it; and there- 
fore on all Occaſions I ftudy*'d to ſave what'I 
could, as I have ſaid above, againft a time of ſcar- 
ty; knowing well enough that fuch things as 
theſe do not always continue, that Men that Ley 
Miſtreſſes often change them, grow weary of 
them, or Jealous of them, or ſomething or other 
happens to make them withdraw their Bo ty; 
559 ſometimes the Ladies that are thus well us d, 
. are not careful by a prudent Conduct to preſerve 
the Eſteem of their Perſons, or the nice Article of 


of 


their Fidelity, and then they are juſtly caſt off 7 
'with Contempr. WoL AJ. LT 8 the 
Br I was ſecur'd in this Point, for as I had 85 
no Inclination to change, fo T had no manner of fol 
Acquaintance in the whole Houſe, and ſo no Temp- 18 
tation to look any farther; I kept no Company for 
but in the Family where I Lodg'd, and with a | 
Clergy may's Lady at next Door; ſo that when he * 


was abſent I'vifited no Body, nor did he ever find 
me out of my Chamber or Parlor whenever he 
came down, if I went any where to take the Air 
it was always with him. 0 


Tux living in this manner with him, and his = 
with me, was certainly the moſt undeſigned thing | f 
in the World; he often proteſted to me, that "Y 
when he became firſt acquainted with me, and Da 


even to the very Night when we firſt broke in fei 
upon our Rules, he never had the leaſt — 28 
** . | ; N 0 : 0 


Affection for me, 


on, but that it was all a ſurprize, and was owing 


ſcience oftentimes ſnatch a Man, eſpecially a Man 
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of lying with me 0 he alway had' a incere 


>. but not the leaſt real inclinati- 
on to do what he had done; I aſſur'd him I nev 

ſuſpected him, that if I had, I ſhonld not ſo eaſi 
ly have yielded to the freedoms which brought 1 


to the Accident of our having yielded too far t 
dur mutual Inclinations that Night; and rndeed I 
have often obſerv'd ſince, and leave it as a cauti- 
on to the Readers of this Story; that we ought to 
be cautious of gratifying our Inclinations in looſe 
and lewd Freedoms, leaſt we find our Reſolutions 
of Virtue fail us in the juncture when their Aſſi- 
ſtance ſhould be moſt neceſſary. 
Ir is true, and I have confeſs'd it before, that 
from the firſt hour I began to converſe with him, 
I refoly'd to let him lye with me, if he offer'd it; 
but it was becauſe I wanted his help and aſſiſtance, 
and I knew no other way of ſecuring him than 
that : But when we were that Night together, 
and, as I have ſaid, had ue ſuch a length, I 
found my Weakneſs, the Inclination was not to be 
reſiſted, but I was oblig'd to yield up all even be- 
fore he ask d it. ty * 
How v EER he was ſo juſt to me that he ne- 
ver upbraided me with that; nor did he ever ex- 
preſs the leaſt diſſike of my Conduct on any other 


Occaſion, but always proteſted he was as much 


delighted with my Company as he was the firſt 
Hour we came together, I mean came tugether as 


Bedfellows. : 


Ir is true that he had no Wife, that is to fay, 
ſhe was as no Wife to him, and ſo I was in no 
Danger that way, but the juſt Reflections of Con- 


of 


> 


V * 


* 614409 8 
of Senſe, from the Arms of a Miſtreſs, as it did 
him at laſt, tho? on another Occaſion. | 
Ox the other hand, tho' I was not without ſe- 


Fret Reproaches of my own Conſcience for the 


Life T led, and that even in the greateſt height of 
the Satisfaction I ever took, yet I had the terri- 
ble proſpe& of Poverty and Starving which lay 
bu me as a frightful Spectre, ſo that there was no 
looking behind me: But as Poverty brought me 
Into it, ſo fear of Poverty kept me in it, and I 
+ 7 07 reſolv'd to leave it quite off, if I 
could but come to lay up Money enough to main- 
tain me: But theſe were Thoughts of no weight, 
and whenever he came to me they vapiſh'd , for 
js Company was ſo 1 PAN, that there was no 
being melancholly when 

= were all the Subject of thoſe Hours when I was 
Alone. * 
1 LI v' ſix Year in this happy but unhappy 
Condition, in which time I brought him three 
Children, but only the firſt of them liv'd; and 


tho I remov'd twice in thoſe ſix Years, yet I came 


back the ſixth Year to my firſt Lodgings at Ham- 
anerſmath : Here it was that I was one Mornin 


ſurpriz d with a kind, but melancholy Letter from 


my Gentleman, intimating, that he was very 111, 
and was afraid he ſhould have another fit of Sick- 
nefs, but that his Wife's Relations being in the 
Houſe with him, it would not be practicable to 


have me with him, which however he expreſs d his 


great Diffatisfaction in, and that he wiſh'd I 


cou'd be allowed to Tend and Nurſe him as I did 


before. | 72 5 

I Was very much concern'd at this Account, 

and was very impatient to know how it was with 

him; I waited a Fortnight or 2 at] 
ear 


e was there, the RefleQi- 


ener zz eg. 


EFH 


nn 


bm Ry „ ww wy 


ds” þ 4 


to be v 


10 k 
 "A0a9T 
heard nothing, which ſurpriz d me, and L began 
uneaſy indeed; I think I may ſay, 
that for the next Fortnight I Was near to diſtract- 
ed: It was my particulaꝶ ſſifficulty, that I did not 
know directly where he was; for I underſtood at 
Arſt he was in the Lodgings of his Wive's Mother; 
but having remov'd my ſelf to London, I ſoon 
found by the help of the Direction I had for wri- 
ting my Letters to him, how to enquire after him, 
and there I found that he was at a Houſe in Ka 


bury, whether he had, a little before he fell Sic 


remov'd his whole Family; and that his Wife and 
Wives Mother were in the ſame Houſe, tho" the 
Wife was not ſuffered to know that ſhe was in the 


fame Houſe with her Husband. | 


HERE I alfo ſoon underſtood that he was at 
the laſt Extremity, which made me almoſt at the 
laſt Extremity too, to have a true acconnt : One 


Night I had the Curioſity to diſguiſe my ſelf like 


a Servant Maid. in a Round Cap and Straw Hat, 


and went to the Door, as ſent by a Lady of his 
Neighbourhood, where he liv'd before, and giving 
Mafter and Miſtreſſes Service, I ſaid I was ſent 


to know how Mr. - did, and how he had 
reſted that Night; in delivering this Meſſage I 
got the opportunity I detir'd, for ſpeaking with 
one of the Maids, I held a long Goſſips Tale with 
her, and had all the Particulars of his Illneſs, 
which T found was a Pleuriſie attended with a 
Cough and a Fever; ſhe told me alſo who was in 
the Houſe, and how his Wife was, who, by her 
Relation, they were in ſome hop+s might Recover 
her Underſtanding, but as to the Gentleman him- 


ſelf, in ſbort ſhe told me the Doctors ſaid there 
was very little hopes of him, that in the 
Morning they thoug 


he had been dying, and 
L* that 
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that he was but little better then, for they did 
not expect that he could live over the next 
Night. „ 1 If 
II IS was heavy News for me, and I began 
now to ſee an end of my Proſperity, and to fee 
alſo'that it was very well I had play'd the good 
Houſewife, and ſecur'd or ſaved fom<thing while 
he was alive, for that now I had no view of my 
own living before me. Lom RS 
Ir lay very heavy upon my Mind too, that I 
had a Son, a fine lovely Boy, above five Years 
old, and no Prowiſion made for it, at leaſt that I 
knew of; with theſe Conſiderations, and a fad 
art, I went home that Evening, and began to 
eaſt with my ſelf how I ſhould live, and in what 
3 to beſtow my ſelf, for the reſidue of my 
Life. An 3 
Lou may be ſure I could not reſt without en 
quiring again. very quickly what was become of 
him; and not venturing to go my ſelf, I ſent ſe- 
veral ſham Meſſengers, till after a Fortnights 
waiting longer, I found that there was hopes of 
his Life, tho” he was ſtill very ill; then I abated 
my ſending any more to the Houſe, and in ſome 
time after I learnt in the Neighbourhood that he 
was about Houſe, and then that he was Abroad 
again. 2 18 
_ 1 MADE no doubt then but that I ſhow'd ſœon 
hear of him, and began to comfort my ſelf with my 
Circumſtances being, as I thought, recovered; I wait- 
ed a Week, and two Weeks, and with much ſurprize 


* 


and amazement I waited near two Months and 


* 


5 — 
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heard nothing, but that being recover d he was 
gone into the Country for the Air, and for the 
better Recovery after his Diſtemper; after this it 


was yet two Months more, and then I underſtood 
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he wat come to his City · Houſe again, but Bal 4 


T heard nothing from him. e 

IHA D written ſeveral Letters for him, and 
Directed them as uſual, and found two or three of 
them had been call'd for, but not the reſt: I wrote 
again in a more preſſing manner than ever, and in 
one of them let him know, that 1 muſt beforc'd 
to wait on him myſelf, Repreſenting my Cir- 
cumftances, the Rent of Lodgings to pay, and 


the Proviſion for the Child wanting, and my own 


deplorable Condition, deſtitute of Subſiſtence 
after his moſt ſolema Engagement, to take Care 


of, and Provide for me; I took a Copy of this 


Letter, and finding it lay at the Houſe, near a 
Month, and was not call'd for, I found means to 


have, the Copy of it, put into his own Hands 


at a Coffee-Houſe, where I had by Enquiry found 
he us'd to go. "YN Res OO 

TE 1s Letter forc'd an Anſwer from him, by 
which, tho*I found I was to be abandon'd, yet 
I found he had ſent a Letter to me Catthnes 
fore, deſiring me to go down to the Bath again, 
its Contents I ſhall come to preſently. 1 
I x is True that Sick Beds are the times, when 


ſuch Correſpondences as this are look'd on with 
different Countenance, and ſeen with other 


Eyes then we ſaw them with, or than they ap- 
ear'd with before: My Lover had been at the 
ates of Death, and at the very brink of Eternity; 

and it ſeems had been ſtrook with a due remorſe, 

and with ſad Reflections upon his paſt Life of Gal- 


lantry, and Levity; and among the reft, this 


criminal Correſpondence with me, which was 
neither more or leſs, than a long continu'd Life 
of Adultery had repreſented it ſelf, as it really 


was, not as it had been formerly thought by 
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teſtat ion of the fellow Sinner; you can expect no 
other. 


upon which he writes me this following, 


* 


r 
him to be, and he look'd npon it now with a juſt, 
and a religious Aborrence, 
I IT cannot but obſerve alſo, and leave it for the 
Direction of my Sex in fuch Caſes of Pleaſure, 
that ien ever ſincere Repentance ſucceeds ſuch 
ime as tl is, there never fails to attend a Ha- 
tred of the Object; and the more the Affection 
might ſeem to be before, the Hatred will be the 
more in Proportion: It will always be fo, 
indeed it can be no otherwiſe; for there cannot 
be a true and ſincere Abhorrence of the Offence, 
aud the Love to the Cauſe of it remain, there 
will withan Abhorrence of the Sin be found a de- 


I found it fo here, tho good Manners, and Ju- 
ſtice in this Gentleman, kept him from carrying 
it on to any extream; but the ſhort Hiſtory of 
his Part in this Affair, was thus; he perceiv'd by 


my laſt Letter, and by all the reſt, which be went 


for aftcr, that I was not gone to the Bath, 
that has firſt Letter had not come to my Hand, 


* 


_ Madam, 


„ A ſurpriz'd that my Letter Dated the 8th 
„of laſt Month did not come to your Hand, 


J give you my Word it was deliver'd. at * 
„ Lodgings, and to the Hands of your Maid. 


I NeED not acquaint you with what has been 
my Condition for ſometime paſt; and how 


„ having been at the Edge of the Grave, I am 
by the unexpected andundeſery'd Mercy of Hea- 
* ven reſtor d again: In the Condition I have 


been in, it cannot be ſtrange to you that our un- 


* happy Correſpondence has not been the leaſt o 
12 85 . | nk 
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„ the Burthens which lay upon my Conſcience; I 
need ſay no more, thoſe things that muſt be re- 
“ pented of, muſt be alſo reform'd. 

* TW1s E you would think of going back to 
* the Bath, I encloſe you here a Bill for 50 l. for 
“ clearing your ſelf at your Lodgings, and carry- 
“ ing you down, and hope it will be no ſurprize 
* to you to add, that on this account only, and 
* not for any Offence given me on your fide, I 
« can EE YOU NO MORE; I will take due 
“ care of the Child, leave him where he is, or 
* take him with you, as you pleaſe, I wiſh you 
* the like Reflections, and that they may be to 
“your Advantage. I am, &c. | 


* 


IWaASõ ſtruck with this Letter as with a thou- 
ſand Wounds, ſuch as I cannot deſeribe; the Re- 
| proaches of my own Conſcience were ſuch as I can- 
not expreſs, for I was not blind to my own Crime: 
and I rcfle&ed that I might with leſs Offence have 
. continued with my Brother, and liv'd with him 
. as a Wife, ſince there. was no Crime in our Mar- 
. riage on that ſcore, neither of us knowing it. 
U T I never once reflected that I was all this 
while a marry'd Woman, a Wife to Mr. 
the Linner Draper, who tho' he had left me by 
p the Neceſlity of his Circumſtances, had no power 
, to Diſcharge me from the Marriage Contract 
Ty which was between us, or to give me a legal li- 

berty to marry again; ſo that I had been no lefs 
n than a Whore and an Adultreſs all this while: I 
W then reproach'd wy {elf with the Liberties I had 
m taken, and how I had been a Snare to this Gen- 
a- tleman, and that indeed I was principal in the 
re 
- 
of 
ne 


Crime; that now he was mercifully ſnatch'd 
out of the Gulph by a convincing Work upon his 
L 3 Mind, 
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Mind, but that I was left as if I was forſaken of 
God's Grace, and abandon'd by Heaven to a,con- 
tinuing in my wickedneſs. n 
Up ER theſe Reflections I continu'd very 
penſive and ſad for near a Month, and did not 

down to the Bath, having no inclination to be 
with the Woman who I was with before; leaſt, as 
T thought, ſhe ſhould prompt me to ſome wicked 
courſe of Life again, as ſhe had done; and be- 
tides, I was very loth ſhe ſhould know I was caſt 
off as aboye. | ha 
AN D now I was greatly perplex'd about my 
little Boy; it was Death to me to part with the 
Child, and yet when I conſider'd the Danger of 
being one time or other left with him to keep 
without a Maintenance to ſupport him, I then re- 
folv'd to leave him where he was; but then I con- 
cluded alſo to be near him my ſelf too, that I 
might have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing him, with- 
out the Care of providing for him. 

I ſent my Gentleman a ſhort Letter therefore, 
that I had obey'd his Orders in all things, but that 
of going back to the Bath, which I cou'd not think 
of for many Reaſons ;” that however parting from 
him was a Wound to me that I could never reco- 
ver, yet that I was fully ſatisfied his Reflections 
were juſt, and would be very far from deſiring 
to obſtruct his Reformation or Repentance. 
TEN I repreſented my own Circumſtances to 
him in the moſt moving Terms that I was able: I 
told him that thoſe unhappy Diſtreſſes which firſt 
mov'd him to a generous bod an honeſt Friendſhip 


for me, would, I hope, move him to a little con- 
cern for me now; tho* the Criminal part of our 
Correſpondence, which I believed neither of us 
intended to fall into at that time, was broken on ; 
r ilar rags 
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that I deſir'd to Repent as ſincerely as he had 
done, but entreated him to put me in ſome Con- 
dition, that I might not be epos d to the Temp- 
tat ions which the Devil never fails to excite us to 
from the frightful proſpect of Poverty and Di- 
ſtreſs; and if he had the leaſt Apprehenſions of 


my being troubleſome to him, I beg'd he. would 


put me in a Poſture to go back to my Mother in 
Virginia, from whence he knew I came, and that 
would put an end to all his Fears on that account 
I concluded, that if he would ſend me 5ol. more 


to facilitate my going away, I would, ſend him 


back a general Releafe, and would promiſe never 
to diſturb him more with any Importunities; un- 


leſs it was to hear of the well-doing of the Child, 


who if I found my Mother living, and my Cir- 
cumſtances able, I would ſend for to come over 
to me, and take him alſo effectually off of his 
Hands. -:- + + | 8 

TAIS was indeed all a Cheat thus far, viz. 
that I had no intention to go to Virginia, as the 


Account of my former Affairs there may convince 


any Body of; but the buſineſs was to get this laſt 
Fifty Pounds of him, if pojiible, knowing well 
enough it would be the laſt Penny I was ever to 
expect. | 

HowEveR, the Argument Ius'd, namely, of 
giving him a general Releaſe, and never troubling 
him any more, prevail'd effectually with him, 
and he ſent me a Bill for the Money by a Perſon 
who brought with him a general Releaſe for me to 
ſign, and which I frankly 1ign'd, and receiv'd the 


Money; and thus, tho? full fore againſt my wall, 


a final End was put to this Affair. 
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Ay p here I cannot but reflect upon the unbap- 
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"py Conſequence of tod great Freedoms between 


Perſons ſtated as we were, upon the pretence of 
innocent intentions, Love of Friendſhip, and the 
like; for the Fleſh has generally ſo great à ſhare 
in thoſe Friendſhips, that it is great odds but in- 
clination prevails at laſt over the moſt ſolemn Re- 
ſolutions; and that Vice breaks in at the breaches 


of Decency, which really innocent Priendſhip 
» ought to preſerve with the greateſt ſtrictneſs; but 
I leave the Readers of theſe things to their own 


juſt Reflections, which they will be more able to 
make effectual than I, who fo ſoon forgot my ſell, 
and am therefore but a very indifferent Mo- 
nitor. 77 | | a 
I Was now a ſingle Perſon again, as F may call 
my ſelf, I was loos d from all the Obligations ei- 
ther of Wedlock or Miftreſsſhip in the World 
except my Husband the Linnen Draper, who 


having not now heard from in almoſt Fifteen 


Year, no Body could blame me for thinking my 
ſelf entirely freed from; ſeeing alſo he had at his 
going away told me, that if I did not hear fre- 
nently from him, I ſhould conclude he was 
dead. you I might freely marry again to whom I 
leas'd. ee 
: I Now began to caſt np my Accounts, I had 


by many Letters, and much Importunity, and with 


the Interceſhon of my Mother too, had a ſecond re- 
turn of ſome Goods from my Brother, as I now 
call him, m Virginia, to make up the Damage of 


the Cargo I brought away with me, and this too 


was upon the Condition of my ſealing a general 
Releaſe to him, and to ſend it him by his Corre- 
ſpondent at Briſtol, which though I thought hard 


of, yet I was oblig'd to promiſe to do: However, 


I 
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all together, to about 400 l. 


of it was as above: I had no Acquaintance, which 


ö 
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manag d fo well in this caſe, that I got my Goods 
away before the Releaſe was ſign'd; and then I ab 
ways found ſomething or other to fay to evade 
the thing, and to put off the ſigning it at all; till 
at length I pretended I muft write to my Bro- 
ther, and have his Anſwer, before I could do it.- 
 IxcivDi1nNnGs this Recruit, and before I got 
the laſt 5ol. I found my 1 to amount, put 
that with that T 
had above 450 l. I had ſav'd above 1001. more, 
but I met with a Diſaſter with that, which was 
this; that a Goldſmith in whoſe Hands I had truſt- 
ed it, broke, ſo I loſt 0 l. of my Money, the 
Man's Compoſition not making above 30 l. out of 
his Tool. I had a little Plate, but not much, 
and was well enough ſtock'd with Cloaths and 
Linnen. | W-x# 

WIr E this Stock I had the World to begin 
again; but you are to conſider, that I was not 
now the ſame Woman as when I liv'd at Redrif, 
for firſt of all I was near 20 Years older, and did 
not-look the better for my Age, nor for my Ram- 
bles to Virginia and back again; and tho' IT omit- 
ted nothing that might ſet me out to Advantage, 
except Painting, for that I never ſtoop'd to, aud 
had Pride enough to think I did not want it, yet 
there would always be ſome difference ſeen be. 
tween Five and Twenty, and Two and — 

I caſt about innumerable ways for my future 
Stare of Life. and began to conſider very ſeri- 
ouſly what I ſhould do, but nothing offer d; I took 
care to make the World take me for ſomething 
more than I was, and had it given out that I was 
a Fortune, and that my Eftate was in my own 
Hands, the laſt of which was very true, the firſt 


was 


; - (194 
' was one of my worſt Misfortunes, and the Conſe 
quence of that was; I had no adviſer, at leaſtwho- 
cord adviſe and aſſiſt together; and above all, 1 
had no Body to whom I could in confidence com- 
48 mit the Secret of any Circumſtances to, and could 
= depend upon for their Secreſie and Fidelity; and 
11 I found by experience, that to be Friendleſs is the 
worſt Condition, next to being in want, that a 
Woman can be feduc'd to: 1 ſay a Woman, becauſe 
S, *tis evident Men can be their own Adviſers, and 
their on Directors, and know how to work them- 
felves out of Difficulties and mito Buſineſs better 
than Women ; but if a Woman has no Friend ta 
Communicate her Affairs to, and to adviſe and 
aſſiſt her, tis ten to ane but ſhe is: undone ; may; 
and the more Money ſne has, the more Danger 
ihe is in of being wrong'd and deceiv'd; and this 
| was my Cafe in the Affair of the Hundred Pound 
= "which I left in the Hand of the Goldſmith, as 
1 above, whoſe Credit, it ſeems, was upon the Ebb 
be fore, but I that had no knowledge of things, 
and no Body to conſult with, knew nothing of it, 
and fo loſt my Money. 8 Hits nin (FN of 2519 
Ix the next place, when a Woman is thus left 
deſolate! and void of Council, ſhe is juſt like a 
Bag of Money, or a Jewel dropt on the Highway, 
which is a Prey to the next Comer; if a Man of 
Virtue and upright Principles happens to find it, 
he will have it cried, and the Owner "a come to 
hear of it again; but how many times ſnhall ſuch 
a thing fall into Hands that will make no ſcruple 
of ſiezing it for their own, to once that at ſhall 
come into good Hands. s ac 1 
Iu Ie was evidently my Caſe, for I was now 
a looſe unguided Creature, and had no Help, no 
Aſſiſtance, no Guide for my Conduct „elne, 
ef b What 


n 
what I aim'd at, and what I wanted, but knew 


nothing how to purſue the End by direct means 
I wanted to be plac'd in a ſettled State of Living, 


and had 1 happen'd to meet with a ſober good 


Husband, I ſhould have been as faithful and true 
a Wife to him as Virtue it ſelf could have form'd ; 


Ik I had been otherwiſe, the Vice came in al- 


ways at the Door of Neceſſity, not at the Door of 
Inclination ; and I underſtood too well, by the 
want of it, what the value of a ſettl'd Life was, 
to do any thing to forfeit the felicity of it; nay, 
T ſhould have made the better Wife for all the 
Difficulties had paſs'd thro, by a great deal; nor 
did I in any of the Times that J had been a Wife, 
give my Husbands the leaſt uneafineſs on account 
of my Behaviour. WEN A 
Bur all this was nothing; I found no encou- 
raging Proſpect; I waited, I liv'd regularly, and 
with as much frugahty as became my Circum- 
ſtances, but nothing offer'd ; nothing preſented, 
and the main Stock waſted apace; what to do T 
kney not, the Terror of approaching Poverty lay 
hard upon my Spirits: I had fome Money, but 
where to place it I knew not, nor would the In- 
oY of it maintain me, at leaſt not in Lon- 
on. b | 
Ar length a new Scene open'd : There was in 
the Houſe, where I Lodg'd, a North Country Wo- 
man that went for a Gentlewoman, and nothing 
was more frequent in her Diſcourſe, than her ac- 
count of the cheapneſs of Proviſions, and the ea» 
lie way of living 1n her County ; how plentiful 
and how cheap every thing was, what good Com- 


pany they kept, and the like; till at laſt I told 


er ſhe almoſt tempted me to go and live in her 


County; for I that was a Widow, tho' I had fuffi- 


| cient 
7 | 


| 0 1569 | 
cient:to live on, yet had no way of encreafin 
and that London = an expenſive and TGA 
gant Place; that I found I could not live here un- 
er a Hundred Pound a Year, unleſs 1 kept no 
Company, no Servant, made no Appearance, and 
buried my ſelf in Privacy, as if I was oblig d to 
it by Neceſſity, rern heg 1 
1 S non have obſerv'd, that ſhe was always 
made to believe, as every Body elſe was, that l 
was a great Fortune, or at leaſt that I had Three 
ox Four Thouſand Pounds, if not more, and all 
in my dyn Hands; and ſhe was mighty ſweet up- 
on, me when ſhe thought me inc lind in the leaſt 
to go into her Country , ſhe ſaid ſhe had a Siſter 
liv d near Liverpool, that her Brother was a conſide- 
rable Gentleman there, and had a great Eſtate 
alſo in Treland; that ſhe would go down there in 
about two Months, and if I would give her my 
Company, thither, I ſhould be as welcome as her 
ſelf for a Month or more as I pleas'd, till I ſhould 
ſee how I lik d the Country; and if I thought fit 
o live. there, he would undertake they would 
take care, tho“ they did not entertain Lodgers 
Ni they would recommend me to ſome 
agreeable Family, where I ſhou d be plac d to my 
content. 5 $4 
Le Woman had known my real Circum- 


tances, ſhe would never have laid ſo Sang Snares, 
and taken ſo many weary ſteps to catch a poor 
deſolate Creature that was good for little when it 
was caught; and indeed I, whoſe caſe was almoſt 
deſperate, and thought I cou'd not be much worſe, 
was not very anz ious about what might befall me 

rovided they did me no perſonal Injury; ſol 1 
faffered my ſelf, tho' not without a great deal of 
Invitation, and great Profeſſions of ſincere Ten: 
374513 * IP - 
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ſhip and real Kindneſs, I ſay I ſuffer d my [elf to 
be prevail'd upon to go with her, and accordingly 
I pack'd up my Baggage, and put my ſelf in a 
Poſture for a Journey, tho? I did not abſolutely 
w whether I was to go. LE ary 


Ax p now 1 found * in great Piſtreſß; 


what little I had in the World was all in Money, 
a tag as before, a little Plate, fome Linnen, and 
my Cloaths; as for Houſhold ftuff Thad little or 
none, for I had liv'd always in Lodgings; but I 
had not one Friend in the World with whom to 
2 185 * e ar $9 Gro me bm to di- 
ſpoſe of it, and this perplex'd me Night and Day; 
Ithouht of the Bank, and of the Ges Compunice 
Im London, but I had no Friend to commit the Ma- 
nagement ot it to, and to keep and carry about 
with me Bank Bills, Talleys, Orders, and ſuch 
things, I look'd upon it as unſafe, that if they 
were loſt my Money was loſt, and then I was un- 


done; and on the other hand I might be robb'd, 
and perhaps murder'd in a ſtrange place for them; 
this perplex d me ſtrangely, and what to do knew 


Ir came in my Thoughts one Morning chat 1 


would go to the Bank my ſelf, where T had often 
been to receive the Intereſt of ſome Bills I had, 
which had Intereſt 3 on them, and where I 


had found the Clark, to whom I applyed my ſelf, 


very Honeſt and Juſt to me, and particularly ſo 
fair one time, that when I had miſs-told my Mo- 
- ney, and taken leſs than my due, and was coming 


away, he ſet me to rights and gave me the reſt, 


which he might have put into his own Pocket. 


I'WEeNT to him, and repreſented my Caſe 


very plainly, and ask'd To he would trouble him lf 


to be my Adviſer, who was a poor friendleſs Wi — 
| an 


"SET 6 58 ) | 
and knew not what to do: He told me, if I deſir'd 
his Opinion of any thing within the reach of his 


Buſineſs, he would do his Endeavour that I ſhould , 


not be wrong'd,. but that he would alſo help me 
td a good ſober Perſon who was a grave Man of 
his Acquaintance, who was a Clark in ſuch buſi- 
neſs too, tho not in their Houſe, whoſe Judgment 
was good, and whoſe Honeſty I might depend up- 
'on, fer, added he, I will . 4 for him, and for 
ever) ſtep be takes; if be wrongs you, Madam, 
one Farthiig, it ſhall lye at my door, I will make. it 
good; and he delights to aſſiſt People in ſuch Caſes, 
he does it as an act of Charity. 
IWS alittle at a ftand at this Diſcourſe, but 
after ſome pauſe I told him, I had rather have de- 
pended upon him becanſe I had found him honeſt, 
but if that cou'd not be, I would take his Recom- 
mendation ſooner than any ones elſe, I dare ſay, 
Madam, ſays he, that you will be as well ſatisfied 
with my Friend as with me, and he is thoroughly able 

to aſſiſi you, which I am not; it ſeems he had his 
Hands full of the Buſineſs of the Bank, and had 
engag'd to meddle with'no other Buſineſs than 


that of his Office, which I heard afterwards, - but 


did not underſtand then : He added, that his 
Friend ſhould take nothing of me. for his Advice 
or 5 8 and this indeed encourag d me very 
much. | TOY La #31 
Hk appointed the ſame Evening after the Bank 
"was ſhut, and Buſineſs over, for me to meet him and 
his Friend; and indeed as ſoon as I ſaw his Friend, 
and he began but to talk of the Affair; I was full: 
ſatisfied that I had a very honeſt Man to deal _ 
his Countenance ſpoke it, and his Character, as I 
heard afterwards, was every where ſo good, that 
I had no room for any more doubts upon me. 
5 7A n 
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Ax r E x the firſt meeting, in which I only ſaid 
what I had ſaid before, we parted, and he ap- 
pointed me to come the next Day to him, telling 
ine, I might in the mean time ſatisfie my ſelf of 
him by enquiry, which however I knew not how 
well to do, having no Acquaintance my ſelf. 
ACCoRDINGLY I met him the next Day, 
when I entered more freely with him into m) 
Caſe, I told him my Circumſtances at large, that 
was a Widow come over from America, perfectly 
deſolate and friendleſs, that I had a little Mo- 
ney, and but a little, and was almoſt diſtracted 
for fear of loſing it, having no Friend in the 
World to truſt with the management of it; that 
I was going into the North of England to live 
cheap, that my ftock might not-waſte ; thar I 
would willingly Lodge my Money in the Bank, 
but that I durſt not carry the Bills about me, and 


4 the like, as above; and how to Correſpond about 
le it, or with who, I knew not. 2 

is He told me I might lodge the Moncy in the 
id Bank as an Account, and its being, entred in the 
ll Books would entitle me to the Money at any time, 
ut and if I was in the North I might draw Bills on 
118 the Caſhire and receive it when I would; but that 
ce then it would be eſteem'd as running Caſh, and 


ry the Bank would give no Intereſt for it; that I 
might buy Stock with it, and ſo it would lye 1a 
ſtore for me, but that then if I wanted to diſpoſe 
of it, I muſt come up to Town on prrpoſe. to 
Transfer it, and even it would be with ſome GY; 
culty I ſhould receive the half yearly Dividend, 
unleſs I was here in Perſon, or had ſome Friend 1 
could truſt with having the Stock in his Name to 
do it for me, and that would have the ſame diffi- 
culty in it as before; and with that he look'd hard 
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beides, I dare tru 
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. 
at me and ſmil'd @ little, at laſt, ſays be, why do 
you not get a head Steward, Madam, that may 
take aud your Money together into keeping, 


and then you would have the trouble taken off of 


'our Hands? Ay, Sir, and the Money too it may 
be, ſaid I, for truly I find th: hazard that way is as 
much as ti t other way ; but I remember, I ſaid, 
Fecretly to my ſelf, I wiſh you would ask-me the 
Queſtion fair a T would conſider very ſeriouſly 
on it before I id NO. 

. He went on a good way with me, and I thought 
once or twice he was in earneſt, but to my real 


Affliction, I found at laſt he had a Wife; but 


when he own'd he had a Wife he ſhook his Head, 
and ſaid with fome concern, that indeed he had a 
Fife, and no Wife; I began to think he had been 
in the Condition of my late Lover, and that his 


Wife had been Diftemper'd or Eunatick, or ſome 


ſuch thing: However, we had not much more Diſ- 
courſe at that time, but he told me he was in too 
much hurry of buſineſs then, but that if I would 
come home to his Houſe after their Buſineſs was 
over, he would by that time conſider what might 


be done for me, to put my Affairs in a Poſture of 


Security; I told him I would come, and deſir d 
to know where he liv'd : He gave me a Direction 
in Writing, and when he gave it me he read it to 
me, and ſaid, there tis, Madam, if vou dare truſt 
your ſelf with me: Yes, Sir, ſaid J, I believe I 
may venture to truſt you with my ſelf, for you 
have a Wife you ſay, and I don't want a Husband; 
{ you with my Money, which 
Wall T have in the World, and 1 that were gone, 
Tmay truſt my ſelf any where. 
. He faid ſome things in Jeft that were very 
handſome and mannerly, and would have pleas d 
925 | | me 
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me very well if they had been in earneſt ; but that 
paſi d over, I took the Directions, and appointed 
to attend him at his Houſe at ſeven a Clock the 
ſame Evening. . 
Wu VN I came he made ſeveral Profoſals for 
my placing my Money in the Bank” in order to 
my having Intereſt for it; but ſtill ſome difh- 
culty or other came in the way, which he object- 
ed as not ſafe; and I found ſuch a ſincere difinter- 
eſted Honeſty in him, that I ay to muſe with 
my ſelf, that I had certainly found the honeft 
Man I wanted z and that I could never put my ſelf 


into better Hands; fo I told him with a greal deal 
of frankneſs that T had never met with Man or 


Woman yet that I could truſt, or in whom I cou'd 
think my ſelf ſafe, but that I ſaw he was ſo diſin- 
tereſtedly concern d for my ſafety, that I ſaid I. 
would freely truſt him with the management of 
that little I had, if he would accept to be Steward 
oe a poor Widow that could give him no Sa- 
ary. FL, | 
Hx ſmil'd, and ſtanding up with great Reſpect 
ſaluted me; he told me he could not but take it 
very kindly that I had ſo good aw Opinion of him; 
that he would not deceive me, that he would do 
ay thing in his Power to ſerve me and expect ro 
Sallary z but that he cou'd not by any means ac- 
cept of a Truſt, that it might bring him to be 


ſuſpected of Self-intereſt, and that if I ſhould die 
he might have Diſputes with my Executors, which 
he ſhould be very loth to encumber himſelf 


with. f | | | 

ITo Ip him if thoſe were all his Obje&ions I 
would foon remove them, and convince him, that 
there was not the leaſt room for any difficulty; for 
that fr/t as for ſuſpecting him, if ever I ſhould do it 
ö now 
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now was the time to ſuſpect him, and not put the 


Truſt into his Hands, and whenever I did ſuſpect 
him, he could but throw it up then and refuſe to go 


any farther; Then as to Executors, I aſſur d him I 


®had no Heirs, nor any Relations in England, and I 


would have neither Heirs or Executors but him- 
felf, unlefs I ſhould alter my Condition before I 
died, and then his Truſt and Trouble ſhould ceaſe 
together, which however I had no proſpect of yet 
but J told him if I died as I was, it ſhould be all 
his own, and he would deſerve it by being fo 
faithful to me as I was ſatisfied he wonld be. 
He chang'd his Countenance at this Difcourſe, 
and ask'd me, how I came to have ſo much good 
w2il for him? and looking very much pleas'd, faid, 
he might very lawfully wiſh he was a ſingle Man 
for my ſake, I fmil'd and told him, that as he 
was not, my offer could have no deſign upon 
him in it, and to wiſh, as he did, was not to be 


allow'd, *twas Criminal to his Wife. 


HE told me I was wrong; for, ſays be, Madam, 
as I {aid before, I have a Wife and no Wife, and 
*twould be no Sin to me to wiſh her hang'd, if 
that were all , I krow nothing of your Circum- 


ſtances that way, Sir, ſaid I; but it cannot be in- 


nocent to wiih your Wife dead; I tell you, ſays 


be again, ſhe is a Wife and no Wife; you don't 


know what I am, or what ſhe is. 

THAT's true, ſaid I, Sir, I do not know 
what you are, but I believe you to be an honeſt 
Man, and that's the cauſe of all my Confidence in 


ou. 3 3 FE 
Welt, well, ſays he, and fo J am, I hope, too, 


but Jam ſomething elſe too, Madam; for, ſays be, 


to be plain with you, I am a Cuckold, and ſhe is a 


with 
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ſaid I, is what I have nothing to do with. 


N . 
with ſuch an awkward ſnile, that J perceiv'd it 
was what ſtuck very cloſe to him, and he&look'd 
diſmally when he Rid it. ; 
IuAx alters the caſe indeed, Sir, ſaid I, as 
to that part you were ſpeaking of; but a Cuckold 
you know may be an honeſt Man, it does not al- 
ter that Caſe at all; beſides I think, ſaid I, ſince 

our Wife is ſo diſhoneſt to you, you are too 
oneſt to her, to own her for your Wit ; but that, 

NA x, ſays be, I do think to clear my Hands of 
her, for to be plain with you, Madam, added he, 
Jam no contented Cuckold neither: On the other 
band, I aſſure you it provokes me to the higheſt 
degree, but I can't help my ſelf, ſhe that will be 
a WV hore, will be a bore. 

I Wav'D the Diſcourſe, and began to talk of 
my Buſineſs, but I found he could not have done 
with it, ſo I let him alone, and he went on to tell 
me all the Circumſtances of his Caſe, too long 
to relate here, particularly, that having been 
out of England ſome time before he came to the 
Poſt he was in, ſhe had had two Children in the 
mean time by an Officer of the Army; and that 
when he came to England, and, upon her Submiſ- 
ſion, took her again, and maintain'd her very 


well, yet ſhe run away from him with a Linnen- 


Draper's Apprentice; robb'd him of what ſhe * 
could come at, and continued to live from him 
fill ;- fo that, Madam, ſays he, the is a Whore not 
by Neceſſity, which is the common Bait of your 


Sex, but by Inclination, and for the ſake of the 


Vice. | 
 _ WELL, I pitied him and wiſh'd him well rid 
of her, and ſtill would have talk*d of my Buſineſs, 
but it would not do; at laſt he looks ſteadily at 
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me, look you, Madam, ſays be, you came to ask 


Advice of me, and I will ſerve you as faithfully 
as if you were my own Siſter z but I muſt turn 


the Tables, ſince you oblige me to do it, and are 


fo friendly to me, andT think I muſt ask advice of 
you; tell me what muſt a poor abus d Fellow do with 


a Whore? what can I do to do my ſelf Juſtice upon 


ber ? 

ALas, Sir, ſays I, *tis a Caſe too nice for me 
to adviſe in, but it ſeems ſhe has run away from 
you, ſo-yop are rid of her fairly; what can you 
deſire more? Ay ſhe is gone indeed, ſaid he, but 


J am not clear of her for all that. 


TRAT's true, ſays I, ſhe may indeed run you 
into Debt, but the Law has furniſh'd you with 
Methods to prevent that alſo, you may Cry her 
down, as they call it. 4 

No, no, ſays be, that is not the Caſe neither, I 
have taken care of all that; tis not that part that 


I ſpeak of, but I would be rid of her fo that I 
might marry again. 


WELL, Sir, ſays I, then you muſt Divorce her; 


if you can prove what you ſay, you. may certain- 


ly get that done, and then, I ſuppoſe, you are 


Trar's very tedious and expenſive, ſays be, 
WAL, ſays I, if you can get any Woman you 


like to take your word, I ſuppoſe your Wife would 
-not diſpute the Liberty with you that ſhe takes 


herſelf. | | 2 
Ay, ſays he, but twou'd be hard to bring an 


honeſt Woman to do that; and for the other ſort, 
ſays be, T have had enough of her to meddle with 
-any more Whores. | 


Ir occurr'd to me preſently, I would have ta- 


ken your word with all my Heart, if you had but 


Ask d 


ric 
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ask d me the Queſtion, but that was to my Telf 


to bimTreply'd, why you ſhut the Door againſt any 


honeſt Woman accepting. you, for you condemn 
all that ſhould venture upon you at once, and 
conclude, that really a Woman that takes you 
now, can't be honeſt. | 5 

Way, ſays be, I wiſh you wonld ſatisfie me 
that an honeſt Woman would take me, I'd venture 
it, and then turns ſhort upon me, vill you take me, 
Madam ? 

T Ha T's not a fair Queſtion, ſays I, after what 
you have ſaid , however, leaſt you ſhould think 
T wait only for a Recantation of it, I ſhall an- 
ſwer you plainly NO mot I; my Buſineſs is of a- 
nother kind with you, and I did not expe& you 
would have turn'd my ſerious Application to you 
in my own diſtracted Caſe, into a Comedy, 

WRX, Madam, ſays be, my Caſe is as diſtract- 
ed as yours can be, and I ſtand in as much need of 
Advice as you do, for I think if I have not Re- 
lief ſome where, I ſhall be mad my ſelf, and I 
know not what ccurſe to take, I proteſt to 
you. BY 
Wu x, Sir, ſays 1, tis eaſie to give Advice in 
your Caſe, much eaſier than it is in mine; ſpeak 
then, ſays be, I beg of you, for now you encou- 
rage me. 

Why, ſays I, if your Caſe is fo plain as you ſay 
it is, you may be legally Divorc'd, and then you 
may find honeſt Women enough to ask the Qneſti-, 
on of fairly, the Sex is not ſo ſcarce that you ca 
want a Wife, 

WELL then, ſaid be, Tam in earneſt, Tl take 
your Advice, but ſhall I ask you one Queſtion ſe- 
r1ouſly before hand, | 
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An x Queſtion, ſaid I but that you did be- 


fore. 


No, that Anſwer will not do, ſaid he, for, in 


Mort, that is the Queſtion I ſhall ask. 


You may ask what Queſtions you pleaſe, but 
you have my Anſwer to that already, ſaid I, be- 
ſides Sir, ſaid I, can you think ſo Ill of me as that I 
would give any Anſwer to ſuch a Queſtion before- 
hand? Can any Woman alive believe you in earn- 
on or think you deſign any thing but to banter 

er? | * 3 
WII I, well, ſays he, I do not banter you, I 


am in earneſt, conſider of it. 
But, SIR, ſays I, @ little gravely, I came to 
you about my own Buſineſs, I beg of you let me 


know, what you will adviſe me to do ? 
IWIII beprepar'd, ſays be, againſt you come 
again. | | 
Nay, ſays I, you have forbid my coming any 


more. | 
WMV x fo, ſaid be, and look'd a little ſur- 


n 
BECAUSE, ſaid I, you can't expect I ſhould 
viſit you on the account you talk of. 
WELL, ſays be, you ſhall promiſe me to come 


again however, and I will not ſay any more of it 


till I have gotten the Divorce, but I deſire you 
will prepare to be better condition'd when that's 
done, for you ſhall be the Woman, or I will not 


be Divorc'd at all: Why I owe it to your unlook- 


ed for kindneſs, if it were to nothing elfe, but I 
have other Reaſons too. Hove. 


H could not have ſaid any thing in the World 
that pleas'd me better; however, I knew that the 


way to ſecure him was to ſtand off while the thing 
was ſo remote, as it appear d to be, and that it 
1 was 
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was time enough to accept of it when he was able 
to per form it; ſo I ſaid very reſpectfully to him, 
it was time enough to conſider of theſe things, 
when he was in a Condition to talk of them; in 
the mean time I told him, I was going a great 
way from him, and he would find Objects enough 
to pleaſe him better; We broke off here for the 
preſent, and he made me promiſe him to come a- 
gain the next Day, for his Reſolutions upon my 
own Buſineſs, whe after ſome preſſing I did; 
tho' had he ſeen farther into me, I wanted no 
preſſing on that Account. 


I CAME the next Evening accordingly, and 


brought my Maid with me, to let him ſee that! 


kept a Maid, but I ſent her away, as ſoon as I 
was gone in: He would have had me let the Maid 
have ſtaid, but I would not, but order'd her a- 
loud to come for me again abont Nine a-Clock, but 
he forbid that, and told me he would fee me ſafe 
Home, which by the way I was not very well pleas'd 
with, fuppoſing he might do that to know where 
I av'd, and enquire into my Character, and Cir- 
cumftances : However, I ventur'd that, for all that 
the People there, or thereabout knew of me, was 


to my Advantage; and all the Character he had 
of me, after he had enquir'd, was, that I was a 
Woman of Fortune, and that I was a very modeſt 


ſober Body; which whether true or not in the 


Main, yet you may ſee how neceſſary it is, forall 


Women wi;o expect any thing in the World, to 
preſerve the Character of their Virtue, even when 
perhaps they may have ſacrific'd the Tling itſelf, 
I FouND, and was not a little pleas'd witb it, 
that he had provided a Supper for me: I found alſo 
he liv'd very handſomely, and had a Houſe ver 
4 hand- 


* 


3 
handſomely furniſh*d, all which I was rejoyc'd at 
indeed, for I look d upon it as all my own. 

WE had now a ſecond Conference upon the 
Subject matter of the laſt Conference: He laid 
his buſineſs very Home indeed; he proteſted his 
Aff ction to me, and indeed I had no room to 
doubt it; kedeclar'd that it began from the firſt 
Moment I talk'd with him, and long before I had 
mention'd leaving my Eff: &s with him; *tis no 
matter when it begun, thought I, if it will but 
hold, "twill be well enough: He then told me, how 
much the offer I had made of truſting him 
with my Effects, and leaving them to him, had 
engag'd him; ſo I intended it ſhould, thought I, 
but then I thought you had been a ſingle Man too: 
After we had Supp'd, I obſerv'd he preſs'd me 
very hard to drink two or three Glaſſes of Wine, 
which however I declin'd; but Drank one Glaſs 
or two: He then told he had a Propoſal to make to 
me, which I ſhonld promiſe him I would not 
- take ill, if I ſhould not grant it: I told him I 
Hhop'd he would make no aiſhonourable Propoſal 
to me, eſpecially in his own Houſe, and that if 
it was ſuch, I deſir'd he would not propoſe it, that 
I might not be oblig'd to ofter any Reſentment to 
him, that did not become the reſpec I profeſs'd for 
him, and the Truft I had plac'd in him, in com- 
ing to his Houſe; and beg d of him he would give 
me leave to go away, and accordingly began to 
put on my Gloves, and prepare to be gone, tho' at 
the fame time I no more intended it, than he in- 
tended to let me. N | 

WEIL I, he 1mportun'd me not to talk of go- 
ing, he aſſur'd me be had no diſhonourable thing in 


his Thoughts about me, and was very far from of- 
fer ing any th ing to me that was diſhonourable and 
if I thought fo, he would chuſe to ſay no more of i-. 

| 3 RS | THAT 


__ TE 
nr part I did not reliſh at all; I told him, 
I wag ready to hear any thing that he had to. 
ſay, anne that he would ſay nothing un- 
worthy of himſelf, or unfit for me to hear; upon 
this, he told me his Propoſal was this, That I 
would Marry him, tho? he had not yet obtain'd 
the Divorce from the Whore his Wife; and to 
fatisfie me that he meant honourably, he would 
promiſe not to deſire me to live with him, 4 2 

to Bed to him till the Divorce was obtain d: My 
Heart faid yes to this offer at firſt Word, but it was 
neceſſary to Play the Hypocrite a little more with 
him; ſo I feem'd to decline the Motion with ſome 
warmth, and beſides a little Condemning the thing 

as unfair, told him, that ſuch a Propoſal could be 
of. no Signification, but to entangle us both in 
great Difficulties; for if he ſhould not at laſt ob- 
tain the Divorce, yet we could not diſſolve the 
Marriage, neither could we proceed in it; ſo that 

if he was diſappointed in the Divorce, I left him 

to conſider what a Condtion we ſhould both be in. 
IN SHORT, I carried on the Argument a- 
gainſt this ſo far, that I convinc'd him, it 
was not a Propoſal that had any Senſe in it: 
WELL then he went from 1t-to another, and 
that was, that I would Sign and Seal a Contract 
with him, Conditioning to Marry him as ſoon as. 
the Divorce was obtain'd, and to be void if he 
could not obtain it. OY | 

I Tor p him ſuch a thing was more Rational 

than the other; but as this was the firſt time that 
ever I could imagine him weak enough to be in 
earneſt in this Affair, I did not uſe to ſay XE s 

at firſt asking, I would conſider of it. | 

I'PiLayY'bd with this Lover, as an Angler does 

| with a Trout: I found I had him faſt on the Hook, 
| fo I. jefted with bie -w Propoſal, and put = 
1 1 off; 


= 6 4 
. off: I told him he knew little of me, a badiim 
enquire. about me; 1 let him alſo go Homeywith 
me to my Lodging, tho' I AT no 
to go in, for I told him it was not Decent. 
IN SRO r, I yenturſd, to avoid Signing a 
Contra& of Marriage, and the Reaſon why I did 
it, was becauſe the Lady that had invited me 
ſo earneſtly to go with her into Lancaſhire inſiſt- 
ed ſo 3 upon it, and promiſed me ſuch 
great Fortunes, and ſuch fine things there, that 
I was tempted to go and try; perhaps, ſaid £ 
J may mend myſelf very <A of d then 
made no ſcruple in my Thoughts; of quitting 


with, as not to leave him for a Richer. uf; 
IN a Word I avoided a Contract; but told him 

I would go into the North, that he ſhould know 
where to write to me by the Conſequence of the 
Buſineſs I had / entruſted, with him, that I would 
give ham a ſufficient Pledge of my Reſpect for 
im; for I would leave almoſt all I had in the 
World in his Hands; and I would thus far give 
him my Word, that as ſoon as he had ſu'd out a 
Divorce from his firſt Wife, if he would ſend me 
an Account of it, I wonld come up to London, and 
that then we would talk ſeriouſly of the Matter. 
I T was a baſe Deſign I went with, that I muft 
confeſs, tho I was invited thither with a Deſign 
much worſe than mine was, as the Sequel will diſ- 
cover; well I went with my Friend, as I call d ber, 
into Lancaſhire; all the way we went ihe Ca- 
reſſed me with the utmoſt appearance of a ſincere 
undiſſembled Affection; treated me, except my 
Coach hire all the way; and her Brother brought 
a Gentleman's Coach to Warrington, to receive us, 
and we were carried from thence to Liverpool with 
as much Ceremony as I could deſire ; We were alſo 
6 hs : entertain'd 
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my honeſt Citizen, who I was not ſo much in Love 
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 enterfain'dat'a Merchant's Houſe. in Livergool thres 
or four Days very handſomely ; I forbear to tell 
his Name, becauſe of what follow'd ; then ſhe 
told me ſhe would carry me to an Uncles, Houſe 
| of hers, where we ſhould be nobly entertain'd 
| ſhe did ſo, hex Uncle as ſhe call'd him, ſent a 
Coach and four Horſes for us, and we were car- 
ried near forty Miles, I know not whether. 

We came however to a Gentleman's Seat, where 
was a numerous Family, a large Park, extraordi- 
nry Company indeed, and where ſhe was call'd 
Couſin ; I told her if ſhe had reſolv'd to bring 
me into ſuch Company as this, ſhe ſhould have 
WP let me have 7 my ſelf, and have furniſh'd 
6 my ſelf with better Cloths z the Ladies took 
notice of that, and told me very genteely, they 
did not value People in their Country ſo much 
by their Cloths, as they did in London; that their 
Couſin had fully inform'd them of my Quality, 
and that I did not want Cloths to ſet me off; in 
ſhort, they entertain'd me not like what I was, 
but like what they thought I had been, Namely, . 
a Widow Lady of a great Fortune. 

Tx E firſt Diſcovery I made here was, that the 
Family were all Roman Catbolicks, and the Cou- 
fin too, who I call'd my Friend; however, I muft 
; ſay, that nothing in the World could behave better 
L to me; and I had all the Civility ſhown me that I 
. could have had, if I had been of their Opinon ; 

a The Truth is, I hadnot ſo much Principle of any 

p kind, as to be Nice in Point of Religion; and 1 

ö reſently learn'd to ſpeak favourably of the 

7 Romiſh Church; particularly I told them I ſaw 
t little, but the prejudice of Education in all thc 
3 Differences that were among Chriſtians about Re- 
1 ligion, aud if it had ſo happen'd that my Father 
a | 
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had been a Roman Cat holick, I doubted not but I 
fhould have been as well pleas'd with their Re- 
ligion as my own. + 
T xr s oblig'd them in the higheſt Degree, and 
as I was beſieg d Day and Night with good Com- 


pany, and pleaſant Diſcourſe, ſo I had two or 


three old Ladies that lay at me upon the Subject 
of Religion too; I was ſo Complaiſant that tho' I 
would not compleatly engage, yet I made no 


ſcruple to be preſent at their Maſs, and to con- 


form to all their Geſtures. as they ſhew'd me 
the Pattern, but I would not come too cheap; 
ſo that I only in the main encourag'd them to 
expect that I would turn Roman Catholick, if I 
was inſtructed in the Catholick Doctrine as they 
call'd it, and ſo the matter reſted, | 

I STAY*'D here about fix Weeks, and then my 
Conducter led me back to a Country Village, about 
fix Miles from Liverpool, where her Brother, (as 
ſhe call'd him) came to Viſit me in his own Chariot; 
and in a very good Figure, with two Footmen in 
a good Livery ; and the next thing was to make 
Love to me: As it had happen'd to me, one would 
think I could not have been cheated, and indeed 
J thought ſo myſelf, having a fafe Card at home, 
which I refolv'd not to quit, unlefs, I could mend 
myſelf very much: However in all appearance 
this Brother was a Match worth my liſſening to, 
and the leaſt his Eſtate was valued at, was a 
Too l. a Year, but the Siſter ſaid it was worth 
1500 J. a Year, and lay moſt of it in Ircland. ' 


ITRAT was a great Fortune, and paſs for 


ſuch, was above being a:k'd how much my Eſtate 
was; and my falfe Friend taking it upon a fooliſh 
hearſay had rais'd it from 5001. to 5ocol. and by 
tae time: ſhe came into the Country the cal ad) 

2 | 150001. 
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150001. the Iriſbman, for ſuch I underſtood him to be, 
was ſtark Mad at this Bait: In ſhort, he Courted 
me, made me Preſents, and run in Debt like a mad 
Man for the Expencesof his Equipage, and of his 
Courtſhip: He had to give him his due, the Appea- 


rance of an extraordinary fine Gentleman; he 


was Tall, well Shap'd, and had an extraordinary 
Addreſs; talk'd as naturally of his Park, and his 
Stables; of his Horſes, his Game- Keepers, his 
Woods, his Tenants, and his Servants, as if we 
had been in the Manſion-Houſe, and I had ſeen 
them all about me. capri 
HE never ſo much as ask'd me about my For- 
tune, or Eſtate , but aſſur d me that when we came 
to Dublin he would Joynture me in 6001. a Year 
good Land; and that he would enter into a Deed 
of Settlement, or Contract here, for the performance 
of it. 
IIS was ſuch Language indeed as I had not 
been us'd to, and I was here beaten out of all my 


Meaſures; I had a ſhe Devil in my Boſom, eve- 
ry Hour telling me how great her Brother liv'd: 


One time ſhe would come for my Orders, how L 
would have my Coaches painted, and how lin*d, and 


another time what Cloths my Page ſhould wear: 
In ſhort, my Eyes were dazl'd, I had now loſt my 


Power of ſaying No, and to cut the Story ſhort, 


I conſented to be married; but to be the more pri- 


vate we were carried farther into the Country, 
and married by a Romiſſi Clergyman, which I was 
aſſurd would marry us as effectually as a Church 

of England Parſon. 3 2 
ICANN Or ſay, but I had ſeme Reflections 
in this Affair, upon the diſhonourable forſaking my 
faithful Citizen; who lov'd me ſincerely, and who 
was endea vouring to quit himſelf of a e 
re 
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Whore, by whom he had been indeed barbaxuuſly 
us d, and promis d himſelf infinite Happineſs in his 
| pee choice; which choice was now giving up her 
elf to Another in-a manner almoſt as ſcandalous as 

Hers could r 
Bur the glittering ſhow of a great Eſtate, and 
of fine Things, which the deceived Creature that 
was now my Deceiver repreſented every Hour to 
my Imagination, hurried me away, and gave me 
no time to think of London, or of any thing there, 
much leſs of the Obligation I had to a Perſon of 
infinitely more real Merit than what was now be- 
Z . 
Bur the thing was done, f was now in the 
Arms of my new Spouſe, who appear'd ſtill the 
ſame as before; great even to Magnificence, and 
nothing leſs than a Thouſand Pound a Year could 

ſupport thẽ ordinary Equipage he appear'd in. 
_ AF.PER ve had been marry'd about a Month, 
he began to talk of my going to Veſt- cheſter in or- 
der to embark for Ireland. However, he did 
not hurry me, for we ſtaid near three Weeks 
longer, and then he ſent to,Cheſfter for a Coach to 
meet us at the Black Rock, as they call it, over- 
againſt Liverpool Thither we went in a fine Boat 
they call a Pinnace with fix Oars, his Servants, 
gag Horſes, and Baggage going in the Ferry Boar. 
e made his excuſe to me, that he had no Ac- 
quaintance at Cheſter, but he would go before and 
get ſome handſome Apartment for me at a private 
Houſe ; I ask'd him how long we ſhould ſtay at 
Cbeſter? he ſaid not at all, any longer. than one 
Night or two, but he would immediately hire a 
Coach to go to Holyhead, then I told him he ſhould 
by no. means give himſelf the trcnble to get pri- 
vate Lodgings for one Night or two, for that 
Cheſter 
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_ Cheſter being a great Place, I made no doubt but 


there would be very good Inns and Accommodati- 
on enough; ſo we lodg'd at aw Inn in the Weſt 
Street, not far from the Cathedral, I forget what 
Sign it Was alt. TR "22805 e 
HERE my Spouſe talking of my going to Fre- 
land, ask'd me if I had no Affairs to ſettle at Lon- 
don before we went off; I told him no not of any 
great Conſequence, but what might be done as 
well by Letter from Dublin: Madam, ſays he ve- 
ry reſpe&fully, I ſuppoſe the greateſt part of 
our Eſtate, which my Siſter tells me is moſt of 
it in Money in the Bank of England, lies ſecure 


enough, but in caſe it requir'd Transferring, or 
any way altering its Property, it might be neceſ- 


ſary to go up to London, and ſettle thoſe things 


before we went over. 


- = 


 ISEEMED to look ſtrange at it, and told him 
I knew not what he meant; that I had no Effects 
in the Bank of England that I knew of; andIhoped 
he could not ſay that I had ever told him IT had: 
No, he ſaid, Thad not told him fo, but his Siſter had 
ſaid the greateſt part of my Eſtate lay there, and 
I only mention d it my Dear, ſaid he, that if there 
was any occaſion to ſettle it, or order any thing abont 
it, we might not be oblig'd to the hazard and trouble 
of another Voyage back again, for he added, that he 
did not care to venture me too mnch upon the 
Sea. | 


I Was ſurpriz d at this talk, and began to 


conſider very ſeriouſſy, what the meaning of it 
muſt be? and it preſently occurr'd to me that my 
Friend, who calld him Brother, had repreſented 
me in Colours which were not my due; and I 
thought, ſince it was come to that pitch, that I 


would know the bottom of it before I went out of 


England, 


— 


* 


* 


(176) 


England, and before I ſhould put my ſelf into 


I knew not whoſe Hands, ina ſtrange Country. 
Uron this I call 'd his Siſter into my Cham- 
ber the next Morning, and letting her know the 
- Diſcourſe her Brother and I had been WH, the 
Evening before, I conjur'd her to tell me, what 
The had ſaid to him, and upon what Foot it was 
that ſhe had made this Marriage? $he,own'd that 
The had told him that I was a great Fortune, and 
ſaid, that ſhe was told fo at London e Told fo, ſays 
"I warmly, did I ever tell you ſo * No, ſhe ſaid, it 
was true I did not tell her ſo, but I had ſaid ſe- 
veral times, that what I had, was in my own diſpo- 
ſal: I did ſo, return'd I very quickly and haſtily, but 
I never told you T had any thing call'd a Fortune; 
no not that I had one Hundred Pounds, or the va- 
Jue of an Hundred Pounds in the World; and how 
did it conſiſt with my being a Fortune, ſaid I, 
that T ſhould come here into the North of Eng- 
land with you, only upon the account of — 
cheap? At theſe words which I ſpoke warm an 
ſigh'd, my Husband, and her Brother as ſhecall'd 
him, came into the Room; and I .deſir'd him to 
come and ſit down, for N ſomething of mo- 
ment to ſay before them both, which it was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary he ſhould hear. 

He look'd a little diſturb'd at the aſſurance with 
which I ſeem'd to ſpeak it, and came and ſat down 
by me, having firſt ſhut the Door; upon which I 
began, for I was very much provok'd, and turn- 
ing my ſelf to him, I am afraid, ſays I, my Dear, 
for I ſpoke with kindneſs on his ſide, that you 
have a very great abuſe put upon you, and an 
Injury. done you never to be repair'd in your mar- 
rying me, which however as I have had no hand 
in it, I defire I may be fairly acquitted of it ; 
| --— 
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and that the blame may lie where it ought to lie, 
and no where elſe, for I wath my Hands of every 
part of it. 

WRHAT Injury can be done me, my Dear, ſays 
he, in marrying you? I hope it is to my Honour 
and Advantage every way; I will ſoon explain it 
to you, ſays I, and I fear you will have no reaſon 
to think your ſelf well us d, but I will convince 
you, my Dear, ſays I again, that T have had no 

nd in it, and there I ſtop'd a while. 

HE look'd now ſcar'd and wild, and began, I 
belicvꝰd, to ſuſpect what follow'd ; however, look- 
ing towards me, and ſaying only go on, he ſat ſi- 
lent, as if to hear what I had more to ſay; fol 
went on; I ask'd fou laſt Night. ſaid I, ſpeaking 
tc him, if ever I made any toaſt to you of my 
Eſtate, or ever told you I had any Eſtate in the 
Bank of England, or any where elſe, and you 
own'd I had not, as is moſt true; and I defire yon 
will tell me here, before your Siſter, if ever I 
gave you any Reaſon from me to think fo, or that 
ever we had any Diſcourſe about it, and he own'd 
again I had not; but ſaid, I had appeared alway ; 
as a Woman of Fortune, and he depended on 1: 
that I was 9, and hoped he was not deceived. T 
am not enquiring yet whether you have been de- 
ceived or not, ſaid I, I fear you have, and I toc , 
but J am clearing my ſelf from the unjuſt Charge 
of being concern d in deceiving Nou. 

I have been now asking your Siſter if ever I 
told her of any Fortune or Eftate I had, or gave 
her any Particulars of it; and ſhe owns I never 
did: And pray, Madam, ſaid I, turning my ſelf to 
ber, be ſo juſt to me, before your Brother, to 
charge me, if you can, if ever I pretended to you 
that I had an Eſtate z- and why, if I had, ſhould I 
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come down into this Country with you on purpoſe 
to ſpare that little I had, and live cheap? She could 
not deny one word, but faid the had been told in 
London that I had a very great Fortune, and that 
:t lay in the Bank of England. r 

AN o now, Dear Sir, ſaid J, turning my ſelf to 
my nem Sponſe again, be ſo juſt to me as to tell me 
w:0 has abus'd both you and me fo much, as to 
make you believe I was a Fortune, and prompt 
you to court me to this Marriage? He cou'd not 
peak a word, but pointed to her; and after ſome 
more pauſe, flew out in the moſt furious Paſlion 
that ever I ſaw a Man in my Life; curſing her, 
and calling her all the Whores and hard Names 
he could think of; and that ſhe had ruin'd him, 
decla:ing that ſhe had told him I had Fifteen 
Thouſand Pounds, and that ſhe was to have Five 
Hundred Pounds of him for procuring this Match 
for him: He then. added, directing his Speech to 
me, that ſhe was none of his Siſter, but had been 
- his Whore for two Years before, that ſhe had had 
Oae Hundred Pound of him in part of this Bar- 
gain, and that he was utterly undone if things 
were as I ſaid; and in his raving he ſwore he 
would let her Heart's Blood out immediately, 
which frighted her and me too; ſbe cried, ſaid ſhe 
had been told ſo in the Houſe where I Lodg'd ; 
but this aggravated him more than before, that 
ſhe ſhould put ſo far upon him, and run things 
fuch a length upon no other Authority than a 
bear-ſay; and then turning to me again, ſaid very 


honeſtly, he was afraid we were both undone; for 


to be plain, my Dear, J have no Eſtate, ſays be, 
what little had, this Devil has made me run out 
in waiting'on you, and putting me into this Equi- 
page; ſhe took the opportunity of his being earneſt 
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in talking with me, and got ont of the Room, and 
I never ſaw her more. {+ 
 I'Was confounded now as: much as he, and 
knew not what to ſay: I thought many ways that 
T had the worſt of it, but his ſaying he was un- 
done, and that he had no Eſtate neither, put me 
into a meer diſtraction ; why. ſays I to him, this 
has been a helliſh Juggle, for we are married 
here upon the foot of a donble Fraud, you are un- 
done by the Diſappointment it ſeems, and if I had 
had a Fortune I had been cheated too, for you ſay 
you have nothing, E 

You would indeed have been cheated, my 
Dear, ſays be, but you would not have been un- 
done, for Fifteen Thouſand Pound would have 
maintain'd us both very handſomly in this Coun- 
try; and I aſſure you, added he, I had refoly'd to 
have dedicated every Groat of it to you; I would 
not have wrong'd you of a Shilling, and the reſt I 
would have made up in my Affection to you, and 
Tenderneſs of you as long as I Iiv'd. 

TRIS was very honeſt indeed, and I really 
believe he ſpoke as he intended, and that he was 
a Man that was as well qualified to make me hap- 
Py, as to his Temper and Behaviour, as any Man 
ever was; but his having no Eſtate, and being 
run into Debt on this ridiculous account in the 
Country, made all the Proſpect diſmal and dread- 
ful, and I knew not what to fay, or what to think 
of my ſelf. 

I'ToiD him it was very unhappy, that ſo 
much Love, and fo much Gogd-nature, as I diſco- 
vered in him, ſhould be thus precipated into Mi- 
ſery; that I faw nothing before us but Ruin, for 

as to me, it was my unhappinefs, that what little 
I had was not able to W * us a Weck, and 785 
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that I pull'd out a Bank Bill of 20 J. and eleven 
Guineas, which I told him I had ſaved out of my 
little Income; and that by the account that Crea- 
ture had given me of the way of living in that 
Country, I expected it would maintain me three 
or four Year, that if it was taken from me I was 
left deſtitute, and he knew what the Condition of 
a Woman among ſtrangers muſt be, if ſhe had no 
Money in her Pocket; however, I told him if he 
would take it, there it was. | 
x told me with a great concern, and I thought 
I ſaw Tears ſtand in his Eyes, that he would not 
touch it, that he abhorr'd the thoughts of ſtrip- 
ping me, and making me miferable ; that on the 
contrary, he had Fifty Guineàs left, which was 
all he had in the World, and he pull'd it out and 
threw it down on the Table, bidding me take it, 
tho* he were to ſtarve for want of it. 
I RETURN 'D, with the ſame concern for him, 
that I could not bear to hear him talk ſo; that on 
the contrary, if he could propoſe any probable 
method of living, I would dgzany thing that be- 
came me on my part, and that T would live as cloſe 
and as narrow as he cou'd deſire. 
He beg'd of me to talk no more at that rate, 
for it would make him Diſtracted , he ſaid he was 
bred a Gentleman, tho' he was reduced to a low 
Fortune; and that there was but one way left 
which he cou'd think of, and that would not do, 
unleſs I cou d anſwer him one Qneſtion, which 
However he ſaid he would not preſs me to; I told 
him I would anſwer it honeſtly, whether it would 
| by to his Satisfaction or no, that I could not 
re . 1 | 1 7 , * 
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( 181 ) 
Wu then, my Dear, tell me plainly, ſays be 
will the little you have keep us together in any Fi- 
gure, or in any Station or Place, or will it 
not ? 
Ir was my happineſs hitherto that J had not diſco- 
vered myſelf,or my Circumſtances at all; no not fo 
much as my Name, and ſeeing there was nothing 
to be expected from him, however good Humour- 
ed, and however honeſt he ſeem'd to be, but to 
live on what I knew would ſoon be waſted, I re- 
ſolv'd to conceal every thing, but the Bank Bill, 
and the Eleven Guineas, which I had own'd, and 
I would have been very glad to have loſt that, 
and have been ſet down where he took me np; 
T had indeed another Bank Bill about me of 3ol. 
which was the whole of what I brought with me, 
as well to Subſift on in the Country, as not know- 
ing what might offer; becauſe this Creature, 
the go-between that had thus betray'd us both, had 
made me believe ſtrange things of my Marry- 
ing to my Advantage in the Country, and I was 
not willing to be without Money whatever might 
happen. This Bill I concealed, and that made me the 
freer of the reſt, in Conſideration of his Circum- 
ſtances, for I really pittied him heartily. 
Bu r to return to his Queſtion, I told him I 
never willingly Deceiv'd him, and I never would : 
I was very ſorry to tell him that the little I had 
would not Subſiſt us; that it was not ſuſficient to 
Subſiſt me alone in the South Country; and that 
this was the Reaſon that made me put my ſelf 
into the Hands of that Woman, who calFd him 
Brother, ſhe having aſſur'd me that I might Board 
very handſomely at a Town calPd Mancbefter, 
where I had not yet been, for about ſix Pound a 
Year, and my whole Income not being above 15 l. 
5 N 3 4 
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= Year, I thought I might live eaſie upon it, and 
wait for better things. ft 


H x ſhook his Head, and remain'd Silent, and a 


very melancholly Evening we had; however we 
Supped together, and lay together that Night, and 
when we had almoſt Supp'd he look'd a little bet- 


ter and more chearful, and call'd for a Bottle of 


Wine; come my Dear, ſays be, tho? the Caſe is bad, 
it is to no purpoſe to be dejected, come be as eaſie 
as you can, I will endeavour, to find out ſome 
way ox other to live; if you can but Subſiſt your 
Telf, that is better than nothing, I muſt try the 
Morld again za Man ought to think like a Man: To 
de Diſcourag'd, is to yield to the Misfortune; 
with this he fill'd a Glaſs and Drank to me, hold- 
ing my Hand, and preſſing it hard in his Hand 
all the while the Wine went down, and Proteſt- 
ing afterward his main concern was for me. 
I x was really a truly gallant Spirit he was of, 
and it was the more Grievous to me: *Tis ſome- 
thing of Relief even to be undone by a Man of 
Honour, rather than by a Scoundrel; but here 
the greateſt Diſappointment was on his ſide, for 
he had really ſpent a great deal of Money, delud- 
ed by this Madam the Procureſs, and it was very 
remarkable on what poor Terms ſhe proceeded ; 
firſt the baſeneſs of the Creature herſelf ig to be 
obſerv d, who for the getting One Hundred Pound 
herſelf, could be content to let him ſpend Three 
or Four more, tho' perhaps it was all he had in 
the World, and more than all; when ſhe had not 


the leaſt Ground, more than a little Tea-Table 


Chat, to ſay that I had any Eſtate, or was a For- 
tune, or the like: It is true the Deſign of delud- 
ing a Woman of a Fortune, if I had been fo, was 


buaſe enough; the putting the Face of great Things 
; a * ; „ * upon 0 
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vpon poor Circumſtances - was a Fraud, and bad 
enough; but the Caſe a little differ'd too, and 
that in his Favour, for he was not a Rake that 
made a Trade to delude Women, and as ſome have 
done get ſix or ſeven Fortunes after one another, 
and then riffle and run away from them ; but he 
was really a Gentleman, unfortunate and low, but 
had liv'd well; and tho' if I had had a Fortune 
I ſhould have been enrag'd at the Slut for be- 
traying me; yet really for the Man, a Fortune 
would not have been ill beſtow'd on him, for he 
was a lovely Perſon indeed; of generous Princi- 
ples, good Senſe, and of abundance of good Hu- 
mour. . 

W had a great deal of cloſe Converſation 
that Night, for we neither of us Slept much; 
he, was as Penitent, for having put all thoſe 
Cheats npon me as if it had been Felony, and that 
he was going to Execution; he offer'd me again 
every Shilling of the Money he had about him, 
and ſaid, he would go into the Army and ſeek the 
World for more. 

 T ask'd bin, why he would be ſo unkind to car- 
ry me into Jreland, when I might ſuppoſe he 
cou'd not have Subſiſted me there? He took me 
in his Arms, my Dear, ſaid be, depend upon it, 
I never deſign'd to go to Ire/1nd at all, much leſs 
to have carried you thither; but came hither to be 
out of the Obſervation of the People, who had 
heard what I pretended to, and withal, that No 
Body might ask me for Money before I was 
furniſh'd to ſupply them. N 
Bu r where then, ſaid 1, were we to have gone 
next ? 7 wor 
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WA * my Dear, ſaid he, TIl confeſs the whole 
Scheme to you as I had laid it, I purpos'd here 
to ask you ſomething about your Eſtate, as you 
ſee I did, and when you, as I expected you would 
had enter'd into ſome Account with me of the 
particular, I would have made an excuſe to you, 
to have put off our Voyage to Ireland for ſous 
time, and to have gone firſt towards London. 
THEN my Dear, ſaid be, I reſolv'd to have 
conf. ſs'd all the Circumſtances of my own Af- 
fairs to you, and let you know I had indeed made 
uſe of theſe Artifices to obtain your Conſent to 
marry me, but had now nothing to do but to 
ask you Pardon, and to tell you how abundant- 
ly, as I bave ſaid above, I would endeavour to 
make you forget-what was paſt, by the felicity of 
the Days to come. 

TxuULY, ſaid I to him, I find you would ſoon 
have conquer'd me; and it is my Afflict ion now, 
that I am not in a Condition to let you ſee how 
eaſily I ſhould have been reconcil'd to you; and 
have paſs d by all the Tricks you had put upon 
me, in Recompence of ſo much good Humour 
but my Dear, ſaid I, what can we do now? We 
are both undone, and what better are we for 
our being reconcil'd together, ſeeing we have no- 


WE propos d a great many things, but nothing 
could offer, where there is nothing to begin with ; _ 
He beg'd me at laſt to talk no more of it, for 
be ſaid, T would break his Heart; ſo we talk'd of 
other things a little, till at laſt he took a Huſ- 
bands leave of me, and ſo we went to Sleep. 

He rife before mein the Morning, and indeed ha- 
ving lain Awake almoſt all Night,I was very nerd, 
and lay till near Eleven a- Clock, in this time b 

too 
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took his Horſes, and three Servants, and all his 
Linnen and Bagage, and away he went, leaving 
a ſhort, but moving Letter for me on the Table, 
as follows, | 


Mx Deas, 
TFT AM a Dog; I have abus'd yon; but I have been 
drawn in to do it by a baſe Creature, contrary to 
my Principle, and the general Practice of my Life: 
Forgive me, my Dear Task you Pardon with the great- 
eft Sincerity, I am the moſt miſerable of Men, in 
having deluded you : I have been ſo happy to Poſſeſs 
you, and am now ſo wretch'd as to be forc'd to fly from 
you: Forgive me, my Dear; once more I ſay forgive 
me! I am not able to ſee you Ruin'd by me, and myſelf 
unable to Support you : Our Marriage is nothing, I 
ſhall never be able to ſee you again: I here diſcharge 
yon from it; if you can Marry to your Advantage 
do not decline it on my Account; I here ſwear to you 
on my Faith, and on the Word of a Man of Honour, 
Twill never diſturb your Repoſe if I ſhould know of it, 
which however is not likely: On the other Hand, if you 
ſhould not Marry, and if good Fortune ſhould hefall me, 
it ſhall be all yours where ever you are. | 
I HAVE put ſome of the Stock of Money I have 
left, into Nerz ocket; take Places for your ſelf 
and your Maid in the Stage-Coach, and go for Lon- 
don; I hope it will bear your Charges thither, without 
breaking into your own: Again I ſincerely ask your Par- 


* don, and will do ſo, as often as T ſhall ever think of 
Jou. 


Adieu my Dear for Ever, 


| I am yours moſt Affectionatly, 
c | A. E. 
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Nori xc that ever befel me in my Life, ſunk 


ſo deep into my Heart as this Farewel: I re- 
proach d him a Thouſand times in my Thoughts 
for leaving me, for I would have gone with him 
thro' the World, if I had beg'd my Bread. I felt 
in my Pocket, and there I found ten Guineas, his 
Sold Watch, and two little Rings, one a ſmall 
Diamond Ring, worth only about ſix Pound, and 
the other a plain Gold Rang. 

I SAT me down and look'd upon theſe Things 
two Hours together, and ſcarce ſpoke a Word, till 
any Maid e me, by telling me my Din- 
ner was ready: I eat but little, and after Dinner 
1 fell into a vehement Fit of crying, every now 
aud then, calling him by his Name, which was 
0 ! ſaid I, come back, come back, 
Tl give you all J have; Fl beg, I'II ftarve with 
You, and thus I run Raving about the Room ſe- 
veral times, and then ſat down between whiles, 
aud then walking about again, call'd upon him to 
come back, and then cry'd again; and thus I — 

the Afternoon; till about ſeven a- Clock when it 
was near Dusk. in the Evening, being Auguſt, 
when to my unſpeakable Surprize he comes back 
into the Inn, but without a Servant, and comes 
directly up into my Chamber. 1 

IWas in the greateſt Confuſion imaginable, 
and fo was he too: I could not imagine what 
ſhould be the Occafion of it; and began to be at 
odds with myſelf whether to be glad or ſorry ; 
but my Affection byaſs'd all the reſt, and it was 

impoſſible to conceal my Joy, which was too great 
for Smiles, for it burſt out into Tears. He was no 
1ooner entered the Room, but he run to me and 
took me in his Arms, holding me faſt and almoſt 
ſtopping my Breath with his Kiſſes, but ſpoke 
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vot a Word; at length I began, my Dear, ſaid I, 
gave no Anſwer, for it was impoſſible for him to 


(187) 


how could you go away from me ? To which he 


ſpeak. | | 

WHEN our Extaſies were a little over, he told 
me he was gone about 15 Mile, bnt 1t was not in 
his Power to go any farther, without coming back 
to ſee me again, and to take his Leave of me once 
more. 997 
I Torp him how I had paſs'd my time, and 5 


I heard your Voice in my Life, I heard you calfMe 

aloud, and ſometimes I thought I ſaw you runnin 

after me; why ſaid I, what did I ſay ? for I ha 

not nam'd the Words to him, you call'd aloud, 

ſays he, and ſaid, O Femy ! O Femy! come back, come 
ack. 

I Lavght at him; my Dear ſays he, do not Laugh, 
for depend upon it, I heard your Voice as plain 
as you hear mine now; if you pleaſe, T'll go be- 
fore a Magiſtrate and make Oath of it; I then 
began to be amaz'd and ſurpriz'd, and indeed 
frighted, and told him what I had really done, 
and how I had call'd after him, as above. 
WE N we had amus'd ourſelves a while about 
this, I ſaid to him, well, you ſhall go away from 
me no more, III go all over the World with you 
rather: He told me, it would be a very difficult 
thing for him to leave me, but ſince it muſt be, he 
hoped I would make it as eaſie to me as I could, 
but as for ham, it would be his Deſtruction, that he 
foreſaw, (ON 8 


ebe | OS How: 
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HoweEveR he told me, that he Conſider'd his 
he had left me to Travel to London alone, which he 
was too long a Journey ; and that as he might as had 
well go that way, as any way elſe, he was re- real 
ſolv'd to ſee me ſafe thither, or near it; and if bea 
he did go away then without taking bis leave, I 1 
ſhould not take it ill of him, and this he made the 
me promiſe, | | | my 

H E told me how he had diſmiſs'd his three Ser- my 

. - wants, fold their Horſes, and ſent the Fellows a- van 

way to ſeek their Fortunes, and all in alittle time, kee 

EZ zta Town on the Road, I know not where; and ſays _ hav 

"= "2A coft me ſome Tears all alone by mylelf, We 

ink how much happier they were than their cam 

$ alter, for they could go to the next Gentleman's nee 

Houſe to fee for a Service, whereas, ſaid he, T knew and 

| not whether to go, or what to do with myſelf. F 
I Top him, Iwas ſo compleatly miſerable 30 

in parting with him, that I could not be worſe, and 

and that now he was come again, I would not go and 

from him, if he would take me with him, let him Lon 

go whether he would, or do what he would , and to k 

in the mean time J agreed that we would go to- Stag 

gether-to London ; but I could not be brought to Duy 

Conſent he ſhould go away at laſt, and not take his Hou 

leave of me, as he propos'd to do; but told him a W 

Jeſting, that if he did, I would call him back again B 

as loud as I did before; Then I pull'd out his Watch Fav 

and gave him back, and his two Rings, and his linc, 

Ten Guineas z but he would not take them, me | 

which made me very much ſuſpect that he reſolv d him, 


FEY 


to go off upon the Road, and leave me. 
Tux truth is, the Circumſtances he was in, 


the paſſionate Expreſſions of his Letter, the kind ſom; 
Gentlemanly Treatment I had from him in all nev« 
the Affair, with the Concern he ſhow'd for me in it, Pra 
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his manner of Parting with that large Share which 
he gave me of his little Stock left; all theſe 
had joyn'd to make ſuch Impreſſions on me, that I 
really lov'd him moft tenderly, and could not 
bear the Thoughts of parting with him. | 
Two Days after this we quitted Cheſter, I in 
the Stage Coach, and he on Horſeback ; I diſmiſs*d 
my Maid at Cheſter; he was very much againſt 
my being without a Maid, but ſhe being a Ser- 
vant hired in the Country, and I refolving to 
keep no Servant at London, I told him it would 
have been barbarous to have taken the poor 
Wenck, and have turn'd her away as ſoon as 1 
came to Town, and it would alſo have been a 
needleſs Charge on the Road, ſo I fatisfy'd him, 

and he was eaſie enough on that Score. 
He came with 'me as far as Dunſtable, within 
30 Miles of London, and then he told me Fate 
| and his own Misfortunes oblig'd him to leave me, 
| and that it was not Convenient for him to go to 
| London for Reaſons, which it was of no value to me 
| to know, and I ſaw him preparing to go. The 
Stage Coach we were in, did not uſually ſtop at 
| Dunſtable, but I deſiring it but for a Quarter of an 
Hour, they were content to ſtand at an Inn- Door 
| a while, and we went into the Houſe, | 
' BEING in the Inn, Itold him I had but one 
1 Favour more to ask of him, and that was, that” 
; lince he could not go any farther, he would give 
8 me leave to ſtay a Week or two in the Town with 
| him, that we might in that time think of ſome- 
thing to prevent ſuch a ruinous thing to us both, 
as a final Separation would be , and that I had 


ſomething of Moment to offer to him, that I had 
1 never ſaid yet, and which perhaps he might find 
8 Practicable to our mutual Advantage. 
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| „ 
Trrs was too reaſonable a Propoſal to be de- 
nied, ſo he call'd the Landlady of the Houſe and 
told ber, his Wife was taken ill, and ſo ill that ſhe 
cou'd not think of going any farther in the Stage 
Coach, which had tyr'd her almoſt to Death, and 
asked if ſhe cou'd not get us a Lodging for two or 
three Days in a private Houſe, where I might reſt 
me a little, for the Journey had been too much 
for me? The Landlady, a good ſort of Woman, 
well bred, and very obliging, came immediately 
to ſee me; told me, ſhe had two or three very good 
Rooms in a part of the Houſe quite out of the 
noiſe, and if I ſaw them, ſhe did not doubt but I 
would like them, and I ſhould have one of her 
Maids, that ſhould do nothing elſe but be appoint- 
ed to wait on me; this was ſo very kind, that I 
could not but accept of it and thank her; fol 
went to look on the Rooms, and lik'd them very 
well, and indeed they were extraordinarily Fur- 
niſh d, and very pleaſant Lodgings; fo we paid 
the Stage Coach, took out our Baggage, and re- 
folv'd to ftay here a while. bb 
HE REI told him I would live with him now till 
all my Money was ſpent, but would not let him 
end a Shilling of his own : We had ſome kind 
quabble about that, but I told him it was the 
laft time I was like to enjoy his Company, and I 
deſir'd he would let me be Maſter in that thing 
only, and he ſhould govern in every thing elſe, 
ſo he acquieſc'd. CEE: | 
HERE one Evening taking a Walk into the 
Fields, I told him I would now make the Propoſal 
to him I had told him of; accordingly I related 
to him how I had liv'd in Virginia, that I had a 
Mother, I believ'd, was alive there ſtill, tho my 
Husband was dead ſome'Years; I told him, _ 
= | a 


_ (191) 
a had not my Effects miſcarry'd, which by the way 
d I magnify'd pretty much, I might have been For- 


e tune good enough to him to have kept us from be- 
e ing parted in this manner: Then J entered into 
d the manner of Peoples going over to thoſe Coun- 
r tries to ſettle, how they had a quantity of Land 
ſt given them by the Conſtitution of the Place ; and 
h if not, that it might be purchaſed at ſo eaſie a 
| Rate that it was not worth naming. 
Y ITREN gave him a full and diſtinct account 
d of the nature of Planting, how with carrying over 
e but two or three Hundred Pounds value in Exgliſb 
1 Goods; with ſome Servants and Tools, a Man of 
r Application would preſently lay a Foundation 
t- for a Family, and in a very few Years be certain 
1 to raiſe an Eſtate. * | 
I IL r him into the nature of the Product of 
y the Earth, how the Ground was Cur'd and Prepa- 
r- red, and what the uſual encreaſe of it was; and 
id demonſtrated to him, that in a very few Years, 
e- with ſuch a beginning, we ſhould be as certain of 
being Rich, as we were now certain of being 
ll Poor. 
m He was ſurpriz d at my Diſcourſe, for we made 
id it the whole Subject of our Converſation for near a 
1e Week together, in which time I laid it down in 
1 black and white, as we ſah, that it was morally 


1g impoſſible, with à ſuppoſition of any reaſonable 
e, good Conduct, but that we muſt thrive there and 
do very well. 


* TH EN I told him what meaſures I would take 
al to raiſe ſuch a Sum as 300 l. or thereabouts; and 
ed Largued with him how good a Method it would be 
A to put an end to our Misfortunes, and reſtore our 


y Cireumſtances in the World, to what we had both 
at expected; and I added, that after ſeven Years, if 
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we liv'd, we might be in a Poſture to leave otir 
Plantation in good Hands, and come over ag#in 
and receive the Income of it, and live here and 
enjoy it; and I gave him Examples of ſome that 
had done fo, and liv'd now in very good Circum- 
Tances in London. 5 

IN ſhort, I preſs'd him ſo to it, that he almoſt 
agreed to it, but {till ſomething'or other broke it 
off again; till at laſt he turn'd the Tables, and 
he began to talk almoſt to the ſame purpoſe of 
Ireland. eee * 

HE told me that a Man that could confine him - 
ſelf to a Country Life, and that cou'd but find 
Stock to enter upon any Land, ſhould have Farms 
there for 50 l. a Lear, as good as were here let for 


-  200l. a Year; that the Produce was ſuch, and 


_ Rich the Land, that if much was not laid up, 
we were ſure to live as handſomely upon it as a 
Gentleman of 3oool. a Year could do in England , 
and that he had laid a Scheme to leave me in Lon- 
don, and go over and try; and if he found he could 
lay a handſome Foundation of living ſuitable to 
the Reſpe& he had for me, as he doubted not 
he ſhould do, he would come over and fetch 
me. | 
I Was dreadfully afraid that upon ſuch a Pro- 
poſal he would have taken me at my Word, (viz ) 
to ſell my little Income, as I call 'd it, and turn it 
into Money, and let him carry it over into Tre- 
land and try his Experiment with it; but he was 
too juſt to deſire it, or to have accepted it if I had 
offered it; and he anticipated me in that, for he 
added, that he would go and try his Fortune that 
way, and if he found he cou d do any thing at 
it to live, then, by adding mine to it when 
I went over, we ſhould live like our ſelves; _ 

; a that 
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that he would not hazard a Shilling of mine till 
he had made the Experiment with a little, and 
he aſſur d me that if he found nothing to be done 
in Treland, he would then comè to me and join in 
1% ,1:. ; | | ; 
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A 
| 10n to. prepare for 
our other Voyage, and then, he aſſur'd meg he 


would g0 with me. to America with all his 


I Cov LD bring him to nothing farther. than 


” 


this: However,” thofe Confultations entertain'd | 
us near a Month, during which I enjoy d his Com- 


* 


any, which indeed was the moft entertaining 
t ever I met with in my life before. In this 
time he let me into the whole Story of his own 
Life, which was indeed ſurprizing, and full of an 
inftnite Variety ſufficient tofill up a much brighter 
Hiſtory for its Adventures and Incidents, than 
any ever faw in Print: But I ſhall have occa- 
fion to ſay more of him hereafter. [71.516 
Wx parted at laft, tho* with the utmoſt re- 
In&ance on my ſide, and indeed he took his leave 
very unwillingly too, but Neceſſity oblig'd him, 
for his Reaſons were very good why he would not 


come to London, as I underſtood more fully ſome 


time ears inn ls: 
I GAvE him a Direction how to write to me, 
tho? {till I reſerv d the grand Secret, and never 


broke my Reſolution, which was not to let him 


ever know my true Name, who F was, or where 
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to be found; he likewiſe let me know how to 
write a Letter to him, ſo that he ſaid he wou'd be 
- ſure to receive it. | 
I CAME to London the next Day after we part+ 
ed, but did not go directly to my old Lodgings , 
but for another nameleſs Reaſon took a private 
Lodging in St. Fobn's fireet, or as it is vulgarly 
call'd St. Fones's near Clarkenwell, and here being 
perfectly alone, I had leiſure to fit down and re- 
ect ſeriouſly upon the laſt ſeven Months Ramble 
Ihad made, for I had been abroad no leſs; the 
* pleaſant Hours I had with my laſt Husband I look'd 
back on with an infinite deal of Pleaſure; but 
that Pleaſure was very much leſſen'd, when I 
found ſome time after that I was really with 
Child. ce 8 
Ius was a perplexing thing becauſe of the 
Difficulty which was before me, where I ſhould 
get leave to Lye Inn; it being one of the niceſt 
thipgs in the World at that time of Day, for 
a Woman that was aStranger, and had no Friends, 
to be entertain d in that Circumſtance without Se- 
curity, which by the way I had not, neither could 
I procure any. 
 IHapD taken care all this while to preſerve a 
Correſpondence with my honeſt Friend at the 
Bank, or rather he took care to Correfpond with 
me, for he wrote to me once a Week; and tho” I 
had not ſpent my Money fo faſt as to want any 
from him, yet I often wrote alſo to let him know 
I was alive; I had left Directions in Lancaſhire, 


* = 
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fo that I had theſe Letters, which he ſent, con- 


vey d to me; and during my Recefs at St. Fones's 
I receiv'd a,very obliging Letter from him, aſſu- 
ring me that his Proceſs for a Divorce from _ 
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Wife. went on with Succeſs, tho' he met with 


ſome Difficulties in it that he did not expect. 

I Was not diſpleas'd with the News, that his 
Proceſs was more tedious than he expected; for 
tho I was in no condition to have had him yet, 
not being ſo fooliſh to marry him when I knew 
my ſelf to be with Child by another Man, as ſome 
I know have ventur'd to do; yet I was not wil- 
ling to loſe him, and in a word, refolv'd to have 
him if he continu'd in the ſame mind, as ſoon as 
I was up again; for I ſaw apparently I ſhould 
hear no more from my other Husband ; and as he 
had all along preſs'd me to Marry, and had aſ- 
ſur'd me he would not be at all diſguſted at it, or 


ever offer to claim me again, ſo I made no ſcru- 


ple to reſolve to do it if I could, and if my other 
Friend ſtood to his Bargain; and I had a great 
deal of Reaſon to be aſſur d that he would ftand 
to it, by the Letters he wrote to me, which 


were the kindeft and moſt obliging that could 


be. 

I Now grew Big, and the People where I 
Lodg'd perceiv'd it, and began to take notice of 
it to me, and as far as Civility would allow, in- 
timated that I muſt think of removing; this 
put me to extreme perplexity, and I grew ve 
melancholy, for indeed I knew not what Courſe 
to take, I had Money, but no Friends, and was 
like now to have a Child upon my Hands to keep, 
which was a difficulty J had never had upon me 
yet, as the Particulars of my Story hitherto makes 
appear. 4 

I x the courſe of this Affair I fell very ill, and 
my Melancholy really encreas'd my Difteinper , 
my illneſs prov*d at length to be only an Ague, but 


my Apprehenſions were really that I ſhould Mif- 
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arry; I ſhould not ſay Apprehenſions, for in- 
deed L would have been glad to miſcarry, but I 
cou'd never be brought to entertain ſo much as a 


F 


thought of endeavcuring to Miſcarry, or of ta- D 
king any thing to make me Miſcarry, I abhorr'd, if 
Iſay ſo much as the thought of it. C 
How E vB, ſpeaking of it in the Houſe, the ne 
Gent lewoman who, kept the 0 propos d to me be 
to ſend for a Midwife; I ſcrupled it at fixſt, but p. 
after ſome es conſented to it, ene 1 had 9 
no particular Acquaintance with any Midwife al 
a. . e 1 
Ir ſeems the Miſtreſs, of the Houſe was not Vi 
ſo great a Stranger to ſuch Caſes as mine was, as I a; 
thought at firſt he had been, as will appear pre- V 
ſently, and ſhe ſent for a Midwife of the right 

ſort, that is to ſay, the right ſort for me. 

Tur Woman appear'd to be an experienc'd "at 
Woman in her Buſineſs, I mean as a Midwife, , but. A 
ſhe had another Calling too, in which, ſhe was as Pp! 


expert as moſt Women, if not more: My Land- 
lady had told her I was. very Melancholy, and 
that ſhe believ d that had done me harm; and C 
once, before me, {aid to her, Mrs. B—— meaning fo 
the Midwife, I believe this Lady's Trouble is of a tt 
kind that is prety much in your way, and there- m 


fore if you can do any thing for her, pray do pe 
for ſhe 6 a very cl Terria, 5 10 me Mi 
went out of the Rooo mn. of 
 ->IREAaLLY.did not underſtand her, but my hi 
Mother Midnight began very ſeriouſly; to. explain m 
what ſhe meant, as ſoon as ſhe was gone: Ma- it 
dam, ſays ſhe, you ſeem not to underſtand what n. 
Four Landlady means, and when you do under- We 
ſtand it, you need not let her know at all that w 
you do 10, N ſo 
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8 1 means that you are under ſome Circum- 
ſtances that may render your Lying: Inn difficult 
to you, and that you are not willing to be ex- 
pos d z I need ſay no more, but-to te you, that 
f vou. think fit to communicate ſo much of your 
Caſe to me, if it be ſo, as is neceſſary; for I do 
not deſire to pry into thoſe things, I perhaps may 
be in a Condition to aſſiſt you, and to make you 
perfectly eaſie, and remove all your dull Thoughts 
upon that Subject. | 


: 
* 


* Every word this Creature ſaid was a Cordial 


to me, and put new Life and new Spirit into my 


very Heart; my Blood began to circulate imme- 
diately, and I was quite another Body; I eat my 
Victuals again, and grew better preſently after it: 
She {aid a great deal more to the ſame pur poſe, 
and then having preſs'd me to be free with her, 
and promis'd in the ſolemneſt manner to be ſecret, 
me ſtop'd a little, as if waiting to ſee what Im- 
preſſion it made on me, and what I would fſay.* 
_ TIWas too ſenſible of the want I was in of ſuch 
a Woman, not to accept her offer; I told. her my 
Caſe was partly as ihe gueſs'd, and partly not, 
for I was really married, and had a Husband, 
tho' he was in ſuch Circumſtances, and fo re- 


mote at that time, as that he cou'd not ap- - 


pear publickly. 


S x took me ſhort, and told me, that was none 


of her Buſineſs, all the Ladies that caine under 
her Care were married Women to her; every Wo- 


man, ſays ſbe, that is with Child has a Father for 
it, and whether that Father was a Husband or 
no Husband, was no Buſineſs of hers, her Buſi- 
neſs was to aſſiſt me in my preſent Circumſtances, 
whether I had a Husband or no; for, Madam, ſays 
He, to have a Husband that cannot appear, is to 
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have no Husband in the ſenſe of the Caſe, and 
therefore whether you are a Wife or a Miſtreſs is 
all one to me. "OO ah 
Fo p preſently, that whether I was a 
Whore or a Wife, I was to paſs for a Whore here, 
ſo I let that go; I told her, it was true as ſhe ſaid, 
but that however, if I muſt tell her my Caſe, I 
muſt tell it her as it was; So TI related it to her as 
ſhort as I could, and I concluded it to her thus, I 
trouble you with all this, Madam, ſaid I, not that, 
- a you ſaid before, it is much to the pyrpoſe in your 
Affair, but this is to the purpoſe, namely, that I 
am not in any pain about being ſeen, or being publick 
or conceal d, for tis perfectiy . to me; but 
my difficulty is, that I have no Acquaintance in this 
part of the Nation. | 
 IUNDERSTA ND you, Madam, ſays ſbe, you 
have no Security to bring to prevent the Pariſh 
Impertinences uſual in ſuch Caſes; and perhaps, 
ſays ſhe, donot know very well how to diſpoſe of the 
Child when it comes; the laſt, /rys I, is not fo 
much my concern as the firſt ; Well, Madam, an- 
ſwers the Midwife, dare you put your ſelf into my 
Hands, I live in ſuch a place, tho' I do not en- 
quire after you, yon may enquire after me, my 
Name is B-— I live in ſuch a Street, naming the 
Street, at the Sign of the Cradle, my Profeſſion 
is a Midwife, and TI have many Ladies that come 
to my Houſe to Lye-Inn; I have given Security 
to the Pariſi in General Terms to ſecure them 
- from any Charge, from whatſoever ſhall come in- 
to the World under my Roof; 1 have but one 
Queſtion to ask in the whole Affair, Madam, ſays 
ſbe, and if that be anſwer'd, you ſhall be entirely 
Keaſie for all the reſt, | = 
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eſently underſtood what ſhe meant, and 
id er, Madam, I believe I underſtand you; I thank 
God, tho" I want Friends in this Part of the World, 
T do wot want Money, ſo far as may be Neceſſary, 
tho I do not abound in that neither: TaisT added, 
becauſe I would not make her expect great things; 
well Madam, ſays ſbe, that is the thing indeed, 
without which nothing can be done in 
theſe Caſes; and yet, ſays ſhe, you ſhall ſee that 
I will not impoſe upon you, or offer any thing 
that is unkind to you, and if you deſire it, you 
ſhal! know every thing before hand, that you 
may ſuit your ſelf to the Occaſion, aud be either 
coſtly or ſparing as yon ſee fit. 

T told bow ſhe ſeem'd to be fo perfectly ſenſi ble 
of my Condition, that I had nothing to 2 of her 
but this, that as I had told her that I had Money 
ſufficient, but not a great Quantity, ſhe 5 
order it 2 that I might be at as little e 
Charge as poſſible. | 

SHE replyed, that ſhe would bring i in an Ac- 
count of the Expences of it, in two or three Shapes, 
and like a Bill of Fare, I ſhould chuſe as I pleas'd, 
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and I deſir'd her to do ſo. 


Tux next Day ſhe brought it, and the Copy of 
her three Bills was as F ollow. 


1. ForThreeMonths Lodgiogi in "mY & 6 


* including my Dyet at 105. C 000 
2. Ford Nurſe for the Month, and f N \ 
Uſe of Child-bed Linnen — 10 0 


Child, and to the Godfathers and 
Clark — — 
| Q 4. 4, For 


3. For # Miniſter to Chriſten the TY. 
teh 


C 
$+ 
- 
A 
* 
4 

5 
- 
_ 
* 
= 
* 
S 
3 . 
3 
Sd 
— 
* 
* 


ps + — =, 8 . 
N 


= Ge » a #4 o g . 
4. — — - ww > 


- * 
y 7 » 9 2 
4 : 2. 
— * 22 


, -_ 
— ** 


— p Tan Gn 1 . 
- 7 — — - n + Ws W.. A . _ 1 
err 7 2 © ; ; 4 - "4 - : 1 ER. E - 3 * 
— n 22 ry < 


F - . 
Ents 


EY 


— — _ 
* — 1 p ns 
- 


r 
8 — 


| 
* 
1 


4 * , 
* 
n & 
- 


bo . a K 
F 0 = * , 
4 : l : 4 
8 4 | | 2 
7 
+ 4 4 
oo J 
7 * * * 


** For 3 a Supper. at the Cickenngs; 
if T had five Friends at it — . 
For her Fees as a Midwife, and be mi 
taking off the Trouble of. the 955 9 03.0 
08 ns 
Jo her Maid-Servant t eee 00 10 0 
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1 x I $ was the Ef Bill, the Second; wWas in the 
ſame Terms. 


$284.32 - wal 0 JOY 


1. For Three Months Lod in nd 
Diet, Sc. at 205. per ene an vis ; 13 eg 
2 For a Nurſe for the Month, and. 2 

the Les * Linnen and Lace 0 8 8 10 0 
3. For the Min er to Chriſten e 
Shild, &c. e 5 92 oo 0 

bw: For a Supper, and for Sweetmeats 03 03 0 
For her Fees, as above —— — o5 05 o 
For a Seryant- Maid TIS el 99 o 


T #1 s was the ſecond rate e Bill, thethird, 4. fe ſai, 


was for a degree Higher, and When che Father, 


or Friends appeared. 


Diet, having two Rooms and a 

Garret for a Servant. 
2. For a Nurſe for the Month, and 

the fineſt Suit of Child- bed Lin- 8. 4 oO 

nen — . — — 


1 ol 618 For 


* For Three Months Lodging and ; 
1 30 00 0 


4 ——_—— 
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FS. T. 45 d. 


17 1 184 4. Jan e i Ty. 
3. For the Miniſter to G riſten the , BY, 


- 


4. For a Supper, the Gentlemen 
ſend in the Wine — 


to 5 | C 
| 0 
f ; 06 00 o 
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For my Fees, &c. _—— —. 10 10 0 
The Maid, beſides their own Maid only oo 10 0 
_— IF. 44 


I Loox'p upon all the three Bills, and ſmil'd, 
and told her I did not ſee but that ſhe was very 
reaſonable in her Demands, all things Conſider d. 
and for that I did not doubt but her Accommoda- 
tions were good. 5 7 
SHE told me, I ſhould be Judge of that, when 
I ſaw them: I told ber, I was ſorry to tell her 
that J fear'd I muſt be her loweſt rated Cuſtomer, 
and perbaps Madam, ſaid I, you will make me the leſs 
Welcome upon that Account. No not at all, ſaid fbe, 
for Where I have One of the third Sort, I have 
Two of the Second, and Four to One of the Firſt, 
and I get as much by them in Proportion, as b 
any; but if you doubt my Care of you, I will al- 
low any Friend you have to overlook, and ſee if 
you are well waited on, or no. KH, 
Tune ſhe explain'd the particulars of her 
Bill; in the fift Place, Madam, ſaid ſbe,. I would 
have you Qbſerve, that here is three Months 
Keeping, y are but 10s. a, Week, I undertake 
to ſay you will not complain of my Table : I 
ſuppoſe, ſays ſhe, you do not live Cheaper where 
ou are now; no indeed, ſaid 1 nor ſo Cheap, 
For J give fix Shillings per Week for my Chamber, 
and find my own Diet as well as I can, which coſts 
me a great deal more, | 
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Tex Madam, ſays ſbe, If the Child ſhould not 
Iive, or ſhould be dead Born, as you know ſometime 
happens, then there is the Miniſter's Article ſa- 
ved ; and if you have no Friends to come to you, 
ou may ſave the Expence of a Supper; ſo that 
ke thoſe Articles out Madam, ſays ſhe, your * 
ing In will not coſt you above 51. 35. in all, 
more than your ordinary Charge of Living. 
IIA IVS was the moſt realbnable thing that I 
ever heard of; fo I ſmil'd, and told her I would 
come and be her Cuſtomer , but I told ber alſo, 
that as I had two Months, and more to go, I 
might perhaps be oblig'd to ſtay longer with her 
than three Months, and deſir'd to know if ſhe 
would not be oblig'd to remove me before it was 
Proper x no, ſhe faid, her Houſe was large, and 
xefides, ſhe never put any Body to remove, that 
had lain Inn, till they were willing to go; and 
if ſhe had more Ladies offer'd, ſhe was not. fo 
ill belov'd among her Neighbours, but ſhe could 
Provide Accommodation for Twenty, if there was 
occaſion. | 
I Founp ſhe was an eminent Lady in her 
way, and in ſhort, I agreed to put myſelf into her 
Hands, and promis'd her : She then talk'd of other 
things, look'd about into my Accommodations, 
where was found fault with my wanting Atten- 
dance, and Conveniencies, and that I ſhould not 
be us'd ſo at her Houſe : I told her, I was ſhy of 
ſpeaking, for the Woman of the Houſe look'd 
ſtranger, or at leaſt I thought fo ſince I had 
been III, becauſe I was with Child, and I was 
afraid ſhe would put ſome Affront or other upon 
me, ſuppoſing that I had been able to give but a 


Night Acconnt of myſelf. 
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O Deas, ſaid ſhe, her Ladyſhip is no ſtranger 
to theſe things; ſhe has try'd to entertain Ladies 
in your Condition - ſeveral times, but could not 
ſecure the Pariſh z and beſides, ſhe is not 

ſuch a nice Lady as you take her to be; however, 
ſince you are agoing you ſhall not meddle with 
her, but III fee you are a little better look'd 
after while you are here, than I think you are, 
and it ſhall not coſt you the more neither. 

I Dip not underſtand her at all; however I 
thank'd her, and ſo we parted; the next Morn- 
ing ſhe ſent me a Chicken roaſted and hot, and a 
pint Bottle of Sherry, and order'd the Maid to 
tell me that ſhe was to wait on me every Day as 
long as I ſtay'd there. 

THr1s was ſurpriſingly good and kind, and 1 
accepted it very willingly : At Night ſhe ſent tome 
again, to know if I wanted any thing, and how 
I did, and to order the Maid to come to her in the 
morning for my Dinner; the Maid had order to 
make me ſome Chocolat in the Morning before 
Me came away, and did ſo, and at Noon ſhe 
brought me the Sweetbread of a Breaſt of Veal 
whole, and a Diſh of Soup for my Dinner, and 
after this manner ſhe Nurs'd me up at a diſtance, 
fo that I was mightily well pleas'd, and quick- 
Iy well, for indeed my Dejections before were 
the principal Part of my Illneſs. 1 

I expected as uſually is the Caſe among ſuch 
People, that the Servant ſhe ſent me would have 
been ſome impudent brazen Wench of Drury- 
Lane Breeding, and I was very uneaſie at havin 
her with me, upon that Account, fo I would not 
let her lie in that Houſe, the firſt Night by any 
means, but had my Eyes about me as narrowly 
as if ſhe had been a publick Thief. 1 
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Mx Gentlewoman gueſs'd preſently what way 
the matter, and ſent her back witha ſhort Note, that 
I might depend upon the honeſty of her Maid; that 
ſhe would be anſwerable for her upon all Accbunts; 
and that ſhe took no Servants into her Houſe, 


was then perfectly eaſie, and indeed the Maids 
behaviour ſpoke for its ſelf, for a modeſter, quie- 
r. ſoberer Girl never came into any bodies F Ami- 
7, and I found her fo afterwards. 
As ſoon as T was well enough to go Abroad, I 
went with the Maid to ſee the Houſe, and to ſee the 
Apartment I was to have; and every thing was ſo 
Handſome and ſo clean, and well; that in ſhort, I had 
R to ſay, but was wonderfully pleas'd, and 
ſatisfy d with what 1 had met witli, which conſi- 
dering the melancholy Ci tances T was in, 
was far beyond what I look d for. 
I x might be expected that 1 ſhould give fome 
Account of the Nature of the wicked Practice of 
this Woman, in whoſe Hands I was now fallen; 
but it would be but too much Encouragement to 
the Vice, to let the World fee, what eaſie Mea- 
ſures were here taken to rid the Women's unwel- 
come Burthen of a Child clandeftinely gotten: This 
grave Matron had ſeveral ſorts of Practiſe, and 
this was one particular, that if a Child was born, 
tho' not in her Houſe, for ſhe had the og we 
to be calFd to many private Labours, ſhe had 
People at Hand, who for a Peice of ny would 
take the Child off their Hands, and off 
Hands of the Pariſh too; and thoſe Children, as ſhe 


ſaid were honeſtly provided for, and taken care 


of: What ſhould become of them all, Conſidering 
ſo many, as by her Account ſhe was concern'd 
with, I cannot conceive. Meals EE 
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IH many times Diſcourſes upon that Sub- 


ject with her; but ſhe was full of this Argument, 
that ſhe ſav d the Life of many an innocent Lamb, 
as ſhe call'd them, which would otherwiſe perhaps 
have been Murder'd; and of many a Woman, 
who made Deſperate by the Misfortune, would 
otherwiſe be tempted to Deſtroy their Children, 
and bring themſelves to the Gallows: I granted 
her that this was true, and a very commendable 
thing, provided tlie poor Children fell into good 
Hands afterwards, and were not abus'd, ſtarv'd, 
and neglected by the Nurſes that bred them up; ſhe 
anſwer'd, that ſhe always took care of that, and 
had no Nurſes in her Buſineſs, but what were v 
good honeſt People, and ſuch as might be depend- 
ed upon. | 


- ICov*'p ia nothing to the contrary, and ſo 
was oblig'd to lay, Madam I do not queſtion you 


do your part honeftly, but what thoſe People do 
afterwards, is the main Queſtion, and ſhe ſtop'd 
my Mouth again with ſaying, that. ſhe took the 
utmoſt Care about it. E ol tone 
TRE only thing I found in all her Converſati- 
on. on theſe Subjects, that gave me any diſtaſte, 
was, that one time in Diſcourſing about my be- 
ing ſo far gone with Child, and the time I ex- 
pected to come, ſhe ſaid ſomething that look d as 
if ſhe could help me off with my Burthen ſooner, 


if I was willing; or in Engliſh, that ſhe could give 
me ſomething to make me Miſcarry, if I had a 


defire to put an end to my Troubles that way 
but I ſoon let her ſee that I abhorr'd the Thoughts 


of it; and to do her Juſtice, ſhe put it off fo cle- 


verly, that I cou'd not fay ſhe really intended it, 
or whether ſhe only mentioned the practiſe as a 
horrible thing; for ſhe couch'd her words fo well, 
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and took my meaning ſo quickly, that ſhe gave 
her Negative before I could explain my ſelf, - 

To bring this part into as narrow a Compaſs as 
poſſible, I quitted my Lodging at St. Fones's and 
went to my new Governeſs,” for ſo they call'd her 
in the Houſe, and there I was indeed treated with 
fo much Cog ſo carefully look*d to, ſo hand- 
ſomely provided,” and every thing fo well, that I 
was f{urpris'd at it, and cou'd not at firſt ſee what 
Advantage my Governeſs made of it; but I found 
afterwards that ſhe profeſs'd to make no Profit of 
the Lodgers Diet, nor indeed cou'd ſhe get much 
Dy it, but that her Profit lay in the other Arti- 
cles of her Management, and ſhe made enough 
that way, I aſſyre you; for *tis ſcarce credible 


what Practice ſhe had, as well Abroad as at Home, 


and yet all upon the private Account, or in plain 


Enxgliſb, the whoring Account. 


WIII I was in her Houſe, which was near 


Four Months, ſhe had no leſs than Twelve Ladies 


of Pleaſure brought to Bed within Doors, and I 
think ſhe had Two and Thirty, or thereabouts, 
under her Condu& without Doors, whereof one, 
as nice as ſhe was with me, was Lodg'd with my 


old Landlady at St. Fones's. . 


THis was a ſtrange Teſtimony of the grow- 
ing Vice of the Age, and ſuch a one, that as bad 
as I had been my ſelf, it ſhock'd my very Senſes, 
I began to nauceate the place I was in, and 
above all, the wicked Practice; and yet I muſt 
fay that I never ſaw, or do I believe there was 
to be ſeen, the leaſt indecency in the Houſe the 
whole time I was there. 

Nor a Man was ever ſeen to come up Stairs, 
except to vilit the Lying-Inn Ladies within their 
Month, nor then without the old Lady with . 

Eltz; who 
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who made it à piece of the Honour of her Manage- 
ment, that no Man ſhould touch a Woman, no 
not his own Wife, within the Month; nor would 
ſhe permit any Man to lye in the Houſe upon any 
pretence whatcver, no not tho' ſhe was ſure it was 
with his own Wife, and her general ſaying for it 
was, that ſhe car'd not how many Children was 
born in her Houſe, but ſhe — — none got 
there if ſne could help it. — 588 ik 
IT might perhaps be carried farther than was 
needful, but it was an Error of the right Hand if 
it was an Error, for by this ſhe kept up the Repu- 
tation, ſuch as it was, of her Buſineſs, and ob- 
tain'd this Character, that tho' ſhe did take Care 
of the Women when they were Debauch'd, yet 
ſhe was not Inſtrumental to their being Debanch'd 
at all, and yet it was a wicked Trade ſhe drove 
too. | | 
WII I was here, and before I was brought 
to Bed, I receiv'd a Letter from my Truſtee at the 
Bank full of kind obliging things, and earneſtly 
preſſing me to return to London It was near a 
Fortnight old when it came to me, becauſe it had 
been firſt ſent into Lancaſhire, and then return'd 
to me; he concludes with telling me that he had 
obtain'd a Decree, I think he call'd it, againſt his 
4 Wife, and that he would be ready to make good 
, his Engagement to me, if I would accept of him, 
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d adding a great many Proteſtat ions of Kindneſs and 
it Affection, ſuch as he would have been far from 


« i offering if he had known the Circumſtances I had 
h been in, and which as it was I had been very far 
he . . | 
from deſerving. | 
IRETUKRNED an Anſwer to this Letter, and 
dated it at Leverpool, but ſent it by a Meflenger, 
alledging that it came in Cover to a Friend zu. 
| = Town. ** 4 


I 


„„ Fo, 

Town; T-pave: bim Joy ef his Deliverarice, but 
rais'd ſome Scruples at the Lawfulheſs of his Mar- 
rying again, and told him, Ifuppos?d: he would 
conſider very ſer iouſly upon that Point before he 
refolv'd on it, the Con ſequence being two great 


for a Man of lis Judgment to venture raſhly up- 


onda thing of that Nature; ſo concluded, wiſhing 
him very well in whatever he reſolv'd, without 
letting him into any thing of my own Mind, or 
giving any Anſwer to his Propoſal of my coming 
to London to him, but mention'd at a diſtance my 
intention to return the latter end of the Year, 
this being dated in April. 
Was brought to Bed about the middle of May, 
and had another brave Boy, and my ſelf in as good 
Condition as ufual on fuch Occaſions: My Go- 
verneſs did hep part às a Midwife with the greateſt 
Art and Dexterity imaginable, and far beyond 
. ever I had had any Experience of be- 
nne een more Dei och 3) 
HEN Care of me in my Travail, and after in 
my Lying: Inn, was ſuch, that if ſne had been 
my on Mother it cou'd not habe been better; 
let none be encourag d in their looſe Practiſes 
from this Dexterous Lady's Management, for the 
is gone to her place, and I dare ſay has left no- 
thing behind her that can or will come up to at. 
1 ene T' hadibeen brought to Bed about 
twenty two Days when Þ recerv'd another Letter 
from my Friend at the Bank, with the furprizing 
Nes that he had obtain d a final Sentence of Di- 
vorce againſt his Wife, and had ſerv'd her with it 
on ſuch a Day, and that he had fuch an Anſwer 
to give to all my Scruples about his Marry ing 
again, as I could not expect, and as he had no 
Deſire of; for that his Wife, who had been N 
o me 
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ſome Remorſe before for her uſage of him, as ſoon 
as ſhe had the account that he had gain'd his 
Point, had very unhappily deſtroy'd her ſelf 
that ſame Evening. 93 
He expreſs d himſelf very handſomly as to his 
being concern'd at her Diſafter, but clear'd him- 


ſelf of having any hand in it, and that he had 


only done himſelf Juſtice in a Caſe in which he 
was notoriouſly Injur'd and Abus'd: However, he 
ſaid that he was extremely afflicted at it, and had 
nd view of any Satisfaction left in this World, 
but only in the hope that I wou'd come and re- 
lieve him by my Company; and then he preſs'd 
me violently indeed to give him ſome hopes, that 
I would at leaſt come up to Town and let him ſee 
me, when he would farther enter into Diſcourſe 
about it. | | 

I Was exceedingly ſurpriz'd at the News, and 
began now ſeriouſly to reflect on my preſent 
Circumſtances, and the inexpreſſible Mistortune 
it was to tne to have a Child upon my Hands, 
and what to do in it I knew not; at laſt I opew'd 


my Caſe at a diſtance to my Governeſs, I appear'd . 


melancholy and uneaſie for ſeveral Days, and ſhe 
lay at me continually to know what troubl'd me; 
I could not for my life tell her that I had an offer 
of Marriage, after I had ſo often told her that I 
had a Husband, fo that I really knew not what to 
ſay to her: I own'd I had ſomething which very 
much troubl'd me, but at the ſame time told her I 
cou'd not ſpeak of it to any one alive. : 

SHE continued importuning me ſeveral Days, 
but it was iinpoſſible, I told her, for me to com- 


mit the Secret to any Body, this, inſtead of be- 


ing an Anſwer to her, encreas'd her Importuni- 
tics; ſhe urg'd her having been trufted with the 
P great eſt 
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We. greateſt Secrets of this Nature, that it was het 

uſineſs to Conceal every thing, and that to Diſco- 
ver things of that Nature would be her Ruin , ſhe 


5 


K& me if ever Ihad found her Tatling to her 
of Oer Peoples Affairs, and how could I ſuſpect 
her? ſhe told me to unfold my ſelf to her, was 
tell ing it to no Body; that ſhe was ſilent as Death; 
that it muſt be a very ſtrange Caſe indeed, 
that ſhe could not help me out of; but to 
conceal it, was to deprive myſelf of all poſſible 
Help, or means of Help, and to deprive her of 
the Opportunity of Serving me. In ort, ſhe had 
ſuch a bewitching Eloquence, and fo great a power 
of Perſwaſion, that there was no concealing any 
thing from her. OY 
- SoIrefolv'd to unboſome myſelf to her, I told 


: 


hier the Hiſtory of my Lancaſhire Marriage, and 


how both of us had been Diſappointed ; how we 
came together, and how we parted : How he ab- 
ſolutely Diſcharg'd me, as far as lay in him, and 
gave me free Liberty to Marry again, proteſting 
that if he knew eit he would never Claim me, or 
Diſturb, or Expoſe me; that I thought JI was free, 
but was dreadtully afraid to venture, for fear of 
the Conſequences that might follow in cafe of 
a Diſcovery. | IP 
. Txew I told her what a good Offer I had; 
ſhow d her my Friends two laſt Letters, inviting 
me to come to London, and let her ſee with what 
Affection and Earneſtneſs they were written, but 
blotted out the Name, and alſo the Story about 
the Diſſaſter of his Wife, only that ſhe was dead. 
SHE fell a Laughing at my ſcruples about mar- 
rying, and told me the other was no Marriage, 
but a Cheat on both Sides; and that as we were 
parted by mutual Conſent, the nature of the 
contra was deſtroy'd, and the Obligation was 
8 ; mutu- 
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mutually diſcharg'd : She had Arguments for 
this at the tip of her Tongue; and in ſhort, rea- 
ſon'd me out of my Reaſon ; not but that it was 
too by the help of my own Inclination. | 

Bu T then came the great and main Difficul- 
ty, and that was the Child ; this ſhe told me in 
ſo many Words muſt be remov'd, and that ſo, as 
that it ſhould never be poſſible for any one to 
diſcover it: I knew there was no Marrying with 
out entirely concealing that I had had a Child, for 
he would foon have diſcover'd by the Age of it, 
that it was born, nay and gotten too, fince m 
Parly with him, and that would have deſtroy'd 
all the Affair. 

Bu T it touch'd my Heart ſo forcibly to 
think of Parting entirely with the Child, and 
for ought I knew, of having it murther*d, or 
ſtarv'd by Neglect and IIl-uſuage, (which was 
much the ſame) that I could not think of it, 
without Horror; I wiſh all thoſe Women who 
conſent to the diſpoſing their Children out of the 
way, as it is call'd for Decency ſake, would con- 
ſider that *tis only- a contriv'd Method for Mur- 
ther; that is to ſay, a killing their Children 
with ſafety. 

TIT is manifeſt to all that underſtand any thin 

of Children, that we are born into the Worl 
helpleſs and uncapable, either to ſupply our own 
Wants, or ſo much as make them known; and 
that without help, we muſt Periſh ; and this 
help requires not only an aſſiſting Hand, whe- 
ther of the Mother, or {ome Body elſe; but there 
are two Things neceſſary in that aſſiſting Hand, 
that is, Care and Skill, without both which, halfthe 
Children that are born would die; nay, tho' they 
were not to be deny'd Food; and one half more 
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of thoſe that remain'd would be Cripples or 
Fools, looſe their Limbs, and perhaps their Senſe: 
I Queſtion not, but that theſe are partly the 
 Reafhns wiy Affection was plac'd by Nature 
in tie Hearts of Mothers to their Children; with- 
out which they would never be able to give: 
themſelves up, as tis neceſſary they ſhould, to the 
Care and waking Pains needful to the Support of 
their Children. 
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- ..SINCE this Care is needful to the Life of 
Children, to neglect them is to Murther them; 
again to give them up to be Manag'd by thoſe 
People, who have none of that needful Affection, 
plac'd by Nature in them, is to Neglect them in 
the higheſt Degree; nay, in ſome it goes farther, 
and is a Neglect in order to their being Loſt , ſo 
that tis even an intentional Murther, whether 
the Child lives or dies. | 

ALL thoſe things repreſented themſelves to my 
View, and that in the blackeſt and moſt fright ful 
Form; and as I was very free with my Governneſs, 
who I had now learn'd to call Mother; I repreſent - 
ed to her all the dark Thoughts which I had upon 
me about 1t, and told her what diſtreſs I was in: She 
ſeem'd graver by much at this Part than at the o- 
ther; but as ſhe was harden'd in thefethings beyond 
all poſſibility of being touch'd with the Religious 


part, and the Scruples about the Murther; fo 


ſhe was equally impenetrable in that Part, which 
related to Affection: She ask'd me if ſhe had not 
been Careful, and Tender of me in my Lying- 
Inn, as if T had been her own Child? I told her I 
own'd ſhe had. Well my Dear, ſays ſhe, andwhen 
you are gone, what are you to me? and what 
would it be to me if you were to be Hang'd ? 
Do you think there are not Women, who as it is 
their Trade, and they get their Bread by it, os 
ue 
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lue themſelves upon their being as careful of 
Children, as their own Mothers can be, and un- 
derſtand it rather better? Yes, yes, Child, ſays 
foe, fear it not, How were we Nurs'd ourſelves ? 
Are you ſure, you was Nurs'd np by your own 
Mother? and yet you look fat, and fair Child, ſays 
the old Beldam, and with that ſhe ſtroak'd me 
over the Face; never be concern'd Child, ſays he, 
going on in her drolling way; I have no Mur- 
therers about me, Iemploy the beſt, and the honeſt- 
eſt Nurſes that can be had; and have as few Chil- 
dren miſcarry under their Hands, as there would, 
if they were all Nurs'd by Mothers; we want 
neither Care ror Skill. 

SHE touch'd me to the Quick, when ſhe ask'd if 
I was ſure that T was Nurs'd by my own Mother; 
on the contrary I was ſure I wasnot ; and I trem- 
bled, and look'd pale at the very Expreſſion , 
ſure ſail I, to myſelf, this Creature cannot be a 
Witch, or have any Converſation with a Spirit 
that can inform her what was done with me be- 
fore IT was able to know it myſelf, and I look'd at 
her as if I kad been frighted; but re flecting that 
it cou'd not be poſſible for her to know any thing 
about me, that Diſorder went off, and I began to 
be eaſie, but it was not preſently. 

SHE perceiv'd the Diſorder I was in, but did 
not know the meaning of it; fo ſhe run on in her 
wild Talk .upon the weakneſs of my ſuppoſing, 
that Children were murther'd, becauſe they were 
not all Nurs'd by the Mother; and to perſwade me 
that the Children ſhe diſpasgd of, were as well 
us'd as if the Mothers had the Nurſing of them 
themſelves. 


Ir may be true Mother, ſays I, for ought 1 


know, but my Doubts are very ſtrongly ground- 
7 3 ed, 
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ed, indeed; come then, ſoy: ſhe, lets hear ſome of 


them : Why firſt, ſays 1, you give a Piece of 
Money to theſe People to take the Child off the 


Parents Hands, and to take Care of it as long as 


it lives; now we know Mother, ſaid I, that thoſe 
are poor People, and their Gain conſiſts in being 
quit of the Charge as ſoon as they can; how can 
I doubt but that, as it is beſt for them to have 
the Child die, they are not over Solicitous about 
its Life. | | 8 

TH 1s is all Vapours and Fancy, ſays the old 
Woman, I tell you their Credit depends upon the 
Child's Life, and they are as careful as any Mo- 
ther of you all. . | 

O Mother, ſays I, if I was but ſure my little 
Baby would be carefully look'd to, and have Juſtice 
done it, I ſhould be happy indeed; but it is im- 
poſſible I can be fatisfy*d in that Point, unleſs I 
faw it, and to ſee it, would be Ruin and De- 
ſtruction to me, as now my Caſe ſtands, . fo what 


to do I know not. 


A FINE Story! ſays the 1 you would 
ſee the Child, and you would not ſee the Child; 
you would be Conceal'd and Diſcover'd both to- 

gether; theſe are things impoſſible my Dear, ſo 
you muſt en do as other conſcientious Mothers have 
done before you; and be contented with things 


as they muſt be, tho' they are not as you wiſn 


them to be. | EE. 
Iunderſtood what ſhe meant by conſcientious Mo- 


_ hers, ſhe would have ſaid conſcientious Whores; but 


ſhe was not willing to diſoblige me, for really in 


this Caſe I was not a Whore, becauſe legally Mar- 


ried, the force of my former Marriage excepted. 
HowkEvkR let me be what T:would, I was not 


WW comeup to that pitch of Hardneſs, common to the 
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Profeſſion; I mean to be unnatural, and regard“ 
lefs of the Safety of my Child, and I preſerv'd 
this honeſt Affection ſo long, that I was upon 
the Point of giving up my Friend at the Bank, 
who lay ſo hard at me to come to him, and Mar- 
ry him, that in ſhort, there was hardly any room to 

eny him | 


Ax laſt my old Governneſs came to me, with 
her uſual Aſſurance, Come my Dear, ſays ſhe, I 
have found out a way how you ſhall be at a cer- 
tainty, that your Child ſhall be uſed well, and 
7 the People that take Care of it ſhall never 


now you, or who the Mother of the Child is, 


” 


O Mother, ſays ſhe, If you can do £9, you will 


engage me to you for ever: Welk ſays ſhe, are 
you willing to be at ſome ſmall Annual Expence, 
more than what we uſually give to the People we 
Contract with? Ay, ſays, with all my Heart, 


provided I may be conceal'd , as to that, ſays the 


Governneſs, you ſhall be Secure? for the Nurſe 
mall never ſo much as dare to Enquire about 
you, and you ſhall once or twice a Year go with 
me and ſee your Child, and ſee how 'tis uſed, and 
be ſatisfy'd that it is in good Hands, no Body 
knowing who you are. 


WV, a J, do you think Mother, that when 
e my Child, I ſhall be able to conceal © | 
my being the Mother of it, do you think that 


I come to le 


poſſi ble ? 
WII, well, ſays my Governeſs, if you diſco- 
cover it, the Nurſe ſhall be never the wiſer ; for 


ſhe ſhall be forbid to ask any Queſtions about” 
you, or to take any Notice; it the offers it ſhe 


ſhall loſe the Money which you are to be ſuppos'd 
to giye her, and the Child be taken from her too, 
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-1 Was very well pleas'd with this; ſo the 
next Week a Country Woman was brought from 
Hertford, or thereabouts, who was to take the 
Child off our Hands entirely, for 10 I. in Money; 
but if I would allow 51. a Year more to her, ſhe 
would be obliged to bring the Child to my Go- 
verneſſes Houfe as often as wè deſired, or we ſhould 
code down and look at it, and ſee how well ſhe 
s'd it. W 
I TAE Woman was a very wholeſome look'd 
likely Woman, a Cottager's Wife, but ſhe had 
very good Cloaths and Linnen, and every thing 
well about her, and with a heavy Heart and many 
Tear I let her have my Child : I had been 
own. at Hertford and look'd at her and at her 
Dwelling, which I 1;k'd well enough; and I pro- 
mis d her great Things if ſhe would be kind to the 
Child, ſo the knew at firſt word that I was the 
Child's Mother; but ſhe ſeem'd to be fo much out 
of the way; and to have no room to enquire after 
me, that I thought I was ſafe enough, ſo in ſhort 
I conſented to let her have the Child, and I gave 
her Ten Pound, that is to ſay I gave it to my Go- 
verneſs, who gave it the poor Woman before my 
Face, ſhe agreeing never to return the Child bak 


= tome, or to claim any thing more for its keeping 
= or bringing up; only that I promiſed, if ſhe took 


a great deal of Care of it, I would give her ſome- 
thing more as often as I came to ſee it; ſo that I 
was not bound to pay the Five Pound, only that I 
promiſed my Governeſs I would do jt; And thus 
my great Care was over, aftex a manner, which 
tao it did not at all ſatisfie my Mind, yet was 
the moſt convenient for me, as my Affairs then 
ſtood, of any that cou'd be thought of at that 
_ ">" I | 
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ITE began to write to my Friend at the 
Bank. in a. more kindly Style, and particularly 
about'the beginning of Fuly I ſent him a Letter, 
that I purpos'd to be in Town ſometime in Auguſt; 
he return'd me an Anſwer in the moſt Paſſionate 
Terms imaginable, and deſir d me to let him have 
timely Notice, and he would come and meet me 
two Days Journey: This puzzl'd me ſcurvily, and 
I did not know what Anſwer to make to it; ouce 
I was reſoly'd to take the Stage Coach to Veſt- 
cheſter on purpoſe only, to have the ſatisfaction 
of coming back, that he might ſee me really come 
in the ſame Coach; for I had a jealous thought, 
_— I had no Ground for it at all, leaſt he 
ſhould think I was not really in the Country, and 
it was no ill- grounded Thought, as you ſhall hear 
preſently. 

I endeavour'd to Reaſon my ſelf out of it, 
but it was in vain, the Impreſſion lay ſo ſtrong on 
my Mind, that it was not to be reſiſted; at laſt 
It came as an Addition to my new Deſign of go- 
ing in the Country, that it would be an excellent 
Blind to my old Governeſs, and would cover en- 
tirely all my other Affairs, for ſhe did not know 
in the leaſt whether my new Lover liv'd in London 
or in Lancaſhire, and when I told her my Reſolu- 
Frm ſhe was fully perſwaded it was in Lanca- - 

irs 11 | | 

HAVING taken my Meaſures for this Journey, 
I let her know eit, and ſent the Maid that tended 
me from the beginning, to take a Place for me in 
the Coach; ſhe would have had me let the Maid 
have waited on me down to the laſt Stage, and 
come up again in the Waggon, but I convinc'd her 
it wou'd not be convenient; when I went away 

| the told me, the would enter into no Meaſures for 
. N Correſpon- 
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Correſpondence, for ſhe ſaw ,cyidently that my 
Affection to my Child would cauſe me to write to 
her, aud to viſit her too when I came to Town 
again; I aſſur'd her it would, and fo took my 
leave, well ſatisſied to have been freed from ſu 
a Houſe, however good my Accommodations there 
had been, as I have related above. 
I took the Place in the Coach not to its full Ex- 
tent, but to a place call'd Stoye in Cheſhire, I think 
it · is, where I not only had no manner of Buſineſs, 
but not ſo much as the leaſt Acquaintance with 
any Perſon in the Town or near it: But I knew 
that with Money in the Pocket one is at home any 
where, {oI Lodg'd there two or three Days, till 
watching my opportunity, I found xoom in ano- 
ther Stage Coach, and took Paſſage back again for 
London, ſending a Letter to my Gentleman, that 
I ſhould be ſuch a certain Day at Stony - Stratford, 
where the Coachman told me he was to Lodge. 
Ir happen'd to be a Chance Coach that I had 
taken up, which having been hired on purpoſe to 
carry ſome Gentlemen to Veſt Cheſter who were 
going for Ireland, was now returning, and did not 
tye it ſelf up to exact Times or Places as the Stages 
1d, fo that having been oblig'd to lye ſtill a Sun- 
day, he had time to get himſelf ready to come out, 
which otherwiſe he cou'd not have done. | 
HoWEVER, his warning was ſo ſhort, that he 
could not reach to Stony Stratford time enough to 
be with me at Night, but he met me at a Place 
call'd Brickill the next Morning, as we were juſt 
coming into the Town. e 
 ICoNnFEss I was very glad to ſee him, for 
I had thought my ſelf a little diſappointed over 


Night, ſeeing I had gone ſo far to contrive my 


coming on purpoſe ; He pleas'd me doubly too 10 
the 
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the Figure he came in, for he brought a very hand- 
rin Coach and four Horſes with a 
Servant pang him. f f 

H E took me out of the Stage Coach immediate- 
ly, which ſtop'd at an Inn in Brickil, and putting 
in to the ſame Inn he ſet up his own Coach, and 
beſpoke his Dinner; I ask*'d him what he meant 
by that, for I was for going forwiord with the 
Journey; he ſaid no, I had need ot a little Reſt 
upon the Road, and that was a very good ſort of 
a Houſe, tho it was but a little Town ; ſo we 
would go no. farther that Night, whatever came 
of it. 

I D1D not preſs him much, for ſince he had 
come ſo far to meet me, and put himſelf to fo 
much Expence, it was but reaſonable I ſhould 
oblige him a little too, ſo T was eaſy as to that 
Point. 

AFTER Dinner we walk'd to ſee the Town, to 
ſee the Church, and to view the Fields, and the 
Country as is uſual for Strangers to do, and our 
Landlord was our Guide in going to ſee the Church; 
I obſery'd my Gentleman enquir'd pretty much 
about the Parſon, and I took the hint immediate- 
ly, that he certainly would prop & to be marri- 
ed; and tho* it was a ſudden thou, ht, it follow'd 
. that in ſhort T would not refuſe him; 
or to be plain with my Circumſtances, I was in 
no condition now to ſay NO, I had no reaſon now 
to run any more ſuch hazards. 

Bur while theſe Thoughts run round in my 
Head, which was the work but of a few Moments, 
I obſerv'd my Landlord took him aſide and 
whiſper'd to him, tho' not very ſoftly neither, 
for ſo much I over-heard, Sir, if you ſpall 
have occaſion —— the reſt I cou'd not hear, but it 
1 HE 8 * Re” ſeems 


„ = 


: 


| I 
(236 
 feems it was to this purpoſe, Sir, if you ba have 
occaſion for a Miniſter, I have a Friend a little way 
of that will ſerve you, and be as 2 as you pleaſe , 
my Gentleman anſwer'd loud enough for me to 
hear, very well, I believe I fhall. } | ho 
I W a s no ſooner come back to the Inn, but he 

fell upon me with irrefiſtable Words, that ſince 
he had had the good Fortune to meet me, and eve- 
ry thing concurr'd, it wou'd be haſtening his Feli- 
city if I would put an end to the matter juft there , 
what do you mean, ſays I, colouring a little, what 
in an Inn, and upon the Road! Bleſs us all, ſaid 
J, as if I had been ſurpriz'd, how can you talk fo! 
O1 can talk ſo very well, ſays be, I came a pur- 
pole to talk ſo, and I'll ſhow you that I did, and 
with that he pulls out a great Bundle of Papers; 

on fright me, ſaid I, what are all theſe; don't 

e frighted, my Dear, ſaid he, and kiſs d me, this 
was the firſt time that he had been ſo free to call me 
my Dear ; then he repeated it, don't be frighted, 
you ſhall ſee what it is all, then he laid them all 
abroad; there was fir the Deed or Sentence of 
Divorce from his Wife, and the full Evidence of 
her playing the Whore ; then there was the Certi- 
ficates of the Minifter and Church-wardens of the 
Pariſh where ſhe liv'd, proving that ſhe was buri- 
- ed, and intimating the manner of her Death; the 
Copy of the Coroner's Warrant for a Jury to fit 
upon her, and the Verdict of the Jury, who brought 
it in Non Compos Mentis ; all this was indeed to 

'the purpoſe, and to give me Satisfaction, tho”, 
by the way, I was not ſo ſcrupulous, had he known 
all, but that I might have taken him without it: 
However, I look'd them all over as well as I cou'd, 
and told him; that this was all very clear indeed, 
but that he need not have given himſelf the Trou- 
bleto h ave brought them out wita him, for it 
; was 
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was time enough: Well be ſaid, it might be time 
enough for me, but no time but the preſent time 
was time enough for him. 2 755 
THERE were other Papers roll'd up, and I 
ask d him, what they were? Why, Ay, ſays be, 
that's th: Queſtion I wanted to have you ask me 
ſo he unrolls them, and takes out a little Cha- 
green Caſe, and gives me out of it a very fine 
Diamond Ring; I could not refuſe it, if I had a 
mind to do ſo, for he put it upon my Finger; fo 
I made him a Curtſy, and accepted it; then he 
takes out another Ring, and this, ſays he, is for 
another Occaſion, ſo he puts that in his Pocket. 
Well, but let me ſee it tho”, ſays J, and ſmil'd, I 
gueſs what it is, I think you are Mad: I ſhould 
have been Mad if I had done leſs, ſays he, and 
fill he did not ſhow it me, and I had a great 
mind to ſee it; ſo I ſays, well but let me ſee it; 
hold, ſays be, firſt look here, then he took up the 
Roll again, and read it, and behold! it was a Li- 
cenſe for us to be married: Why, ſays J, are you 
Diſtracted? why you were fully ſatisfy'd that E 
would comply, and yield at i Word, or re- 
ſolv'd to take no denial ; the laſt is certainly the 
Caſe, ſaid he; but you may be miſtaken, ſaid I, no, 
no, ſays be, how can you think ſo? I muſt not be 
denied, I can't be denied, and with that he fell to 
Kiſſing me ſo violently, I could not get rid of him. 
- THERE was a Bed in the Room, and we were 
walking too and again, eager in the Diſcourſe, 
at laſt he takes me by ſurprize in his Arms, and 
threw me on the Bed and, himſelf with me, and 
holding me faſt in his Arms, but without. 
the leaſt offer of any Undecency, Court: 4 
me to Conſent with ſuch repeated Entreaties 
and Arguments; proteſting his Affection and. 
vowing he would not let me go, till I had 
| Pro- 
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promiſed him, that at laſt 1 faid, why you re: 
dlve not to be deny*d indeed, I think: 
ſayn he, 1 muſt not be denyed, I won't be deny d, 


* . 


can t be deny d: Well, well, ſaid I, and ws 


him a ſlight Kiſs, then you ſhan't be deny d, ſai 
Dr 3 198 © 

- He was Tranſported with my Conſent, and the 
kind manner of it, that T began to think Once, he 
took it for a Marriage, and would not tay for the 
Form, but I wrong'd him, for he gave over Kiſ- 
ling me, took me by the Hand, pull'd me 


up again, and then giving me two or three 


Kiſſes again, thank*'d me for my kind yielding 
to him; and was ſo overcome with the Satisfaction 
and Joy of it, that I ſaw Tears ſtand in his Eyes. 
ITuxN'D from him, for it fill'd my Eyes 
with Tears too; and I ask'd him leave to retire 


a a little to my Chamber: If ever I had a Grain of 
true Repentance for a vitious and abominable Life 


for 24 Years paſt, it was then. O ! what a feli- 
city is it to Mankind, ſaid I, to myſelf, that 
they cannot ſee into the Hearts of one another! 
How happy had it been for me, if I had been Wife 
to a Man of ſo much honeſty, and fo much Af- 


o 


TREN it occour'd to me what an abominable 


Creature am I! and how is this innocent Gentle- 


man going to be abus'd by me ! How little does 
he think, that having Divorc'd a Whore, he is 


- throwing himſelf into the Arms of another! that he 


is going to Marry one that has lain with two Bro- 
thers, and has had three Children by her on 


Brother! one that was born in Newgate, whoſe 


Mother was a Whore, and is now a tranſported 
Thief ; one that has lain with thirteen Men, and 


has had a Child fince he {aw me | poor Gentle- 


man 


o, no, 


him 1 


e 


n 
„„ Hs 
man! Jet I, What is he going to do? After this're- 
proaching my ſelf was over, it followed thus: Well, 
if I muſt be his Wife, if it pleaſe God to give me 
Grace, III be a true Wife to him, and love him 
ſuitably to the ſtrange Exceſs of his Paſſion for 
me; I will make him amends, if poſſible, by what 
he ſhall ſee, for the Cheats and Abuſes I put upon 
him, which he does not ſee. * 

HE was impatient for my coming out of my 
Chamber, but finding me long, he went down 
Stairs, and talk'd with my Landlord about the 
Parſon. | | N i i ene 

Mx Landlord, an Officious, tho' well-meaning 
Fellow, had ſent away for the Neighbouring Cler- 
gy Man; and when my Gentleman began to ſpeak 
of it to him, and talk of ſending for him, Sir, 
ſays he to him, my Friend is in the Houſe; fo 
without any more words he brought them toge- 
ther; When he came to the Miniſter, he ask'd 
him if he would venture to marry a couple of 
Strangers that were both willing? The Parſon ſaid 
that Mr. had ſaid ſomething to him of it; 
that he hop'd it was no Clandeſtine Buſineſs , that 
he ſeem d to be a grave Gentleman, and he ſup- 
pos d Madam was not a Girl, fo that the confent 
of Friends ſhould be wanted; to put you out of 
doubt of that, ſays my Gentleman, read this Pa- 
ker. and out he pulls the Licenſe; I am ſatisfied, 

vs 


the Miniſter, where is the Lady? you fhall 


ſee her preſently, ſays my Gentleman. 78 
Vue N he had ſaid thus, he comes up Stairs, 
and I was by that ſtime come out of my Room, ſo 
he tells me the Miniſter was below, and that he 
had talk with him, and that upon ſhowing him 


the L , he was free to marry us with all his 


W : Heart, 
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Heart, but he asks to ſee you, ſo he ask d if 1 
would let him come up. 133 
Tis time enough, ſaid J, in the Morning, is it 
not? Why, ſaid be, my Dear, he ſeem'd to ſcru- 


% 


1 it was not ſome young Girl ſtolen 
from her Parents, and J aſſur'd him we were both 
of Age to' command our own Conſent; and that 
made him ask to ſee you; well, ſaid I, do as you 
pleaſe; ſo up they brings the Parſon, and a merry 
good ſort of Gentleman he was; he had been told, 
it feems, that we had met there by accident, that 
I came in the Chefter Coach, and my Gentleman 
in his own Coach to meet me; that we were to 
have met laſt Night at Stony-Stratford, but that 
he could not reach fo far: Well, Sir, ſays the Par- 
ſon, every ill turn has ſome good in it; the Diſ- 
appointment, Sir, ſays he to my Gentleman, was 
yours, and the good Turn is mine, for if you had 
met at Steuy - Stratford J had not had the Honour 
to Marry you: LANDLORD have you @ Common- 

Prayer Book. 8 "ak: | 
I ſtarted as if I had been frighted, Lord, Sir, 
ſays I, what do you mean, what to marry in an 
Inn, and at Night too: Madam, ſays the Minſter, 
if you will have it be in the Church jp {hall ; 
but I aſſure you your Marriage will be as firm 
here as in the Church ; we are not tyed by the 
Canons to Marry no where but in the Church; 
and if you will have it in the Church it will be 
as public k as a Country Fair; and as for the time 
of Day it does not at all weigh in this Caſe, our 
Princes are married in their Chambers, and at 
Eight or Ten a Clock at Night. DEAL [of 
:I'Was a great while before I could be per- 
ſwaded, and pretended not to be willing at all to 
be married but in the Church; but it was all Gri- 
: mace 


3 


mace; ſo I ſeem'd at laſt to be prevail'd on, and 


my Eandlord, and his Wiſe, and Daughter, were 
call'd up: My Landlord was Father and Clark and 
all together, and we were married, and very Mer- 


ry we were; tho' Iconfefs the ſelf-reproaches'which 


I had upon me before, lay cloſe to me, and extorted 
every now and then a deep ſigh from me, which 
my. Bridegroom took notice of, and endeavour'd 
to encourage me, thinking, poor Man, that IT had 
ſome little heſitations at the Step I had taken fo 
haſtily. 


WE enjoy'd our ſelves that Evening compleat- 


iy, and yet all was kept ſo private in the Inn, 
t 


at not a Servant in the Houſe knew of it, for 
my Landlady and her Daughter waited on me, 
and would not let any of the Maids come up 
Stairs, except while we were at Supper: My 
Landlady's Daughter I call'd my Bride-maid, and 
ſending for a Shop-keeper the next Morning, I 
gave the young Woman a good Suit of Knots, as 
good as the Town would aftord, and finding it was 
a Lace-making Town, I gave her Mother a piece 
of Bone-lace for a Head. 

One Reaſon that my Landlord was ſo cloſe was, 
that he was unwilling the Miniſter of the Pariſh 
ſhould hear of it; but for all that ſomebody heard 
of it, ſo as that we had the Bells ſet a Ringing the 
next Morning early, and the Muſick, ſuch as the 
Town would afford, under our Window; but my 
Landlord brazen'd it out, that we were marry'd 
before we came thither, only that being his former 


Gueſs, we would have our Wedding Supper at his 
Houſe. | | 


WE cou'd not find in our Hearts to ſtir the next 
Day; for in ſhort having been diſturb'd by the 


Bells in the Morning, and having perhaps not 
$5 Q 


{lept 
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ſlept over much Before, we were fo ſleepy after- 


wards that we lay in Bed till almoſt Twelve a 
= Clock. e 1 
4 IB ROD my Landlady that we might not have f 
4 7 more Muſick in the Town, nor Ringirg of I 
= Bells, and ſhe manae'd it ſo well that we were ve- | 2 
= ry quiet : But an odd Paſſage interrupted all my 0 
= Mirth for a good while; the great Rcom of the A 
Y Houſe look'd into the Street, aud my new Spouſe b 
being below Stairs, I had walk'd to the end of the 15 
= Room, and it being a pleaſant warm Day, I had 2 
= opened the Window, and was ſtanding at it for 
4 ſome Air, when I ſaw three Gentlemen come by 5 
4 on Horſeback and go into an Inn juſt againſt us. 5 

= Ix was not to be conceal'd. nor was it ſo doubt- 1 
i ful as to leave me any room to queſtion it, but FI 
* the ſecond of the three was my Lancaſhire Huſ- - 
4 band: I was frighted to Death, I never was in he 
A ſuch a Conſternat ion in my Life, I thought I ſhould & 
. have ſunk into the Ground, my Blood run Chill in bu 
1 my Veins, and I trembl'd as if I had been in a df 
= cold Fit of an Ague: I ſay there was no room to Fe 
1 queſtion the Truth of it, I knew his Cloaths, I bo 
7 knew his Horſe, and I knew his Face. g 1 
N i Txe firft ſenſible Reflection I made was, that my ap 
. Husband was not by to ſee my Diſorder, aud that 5 | 
= I was very glad of: The Gentlemen had not been 1 
4 long in the Houſe but they came to the Window 1 f 
* of their Room, as is uſual; but my Window was ſhut de 
you may be ſure: However, I cou'd not keep from f : 
eeping at them, and there I ſaw him again, heard Je 
fm call out to one of the Servants of the Houſe M981 
for ſomething he wanted, and receiv'd all the ter- my 
ryfying Confirmations of its being the fame Per- - BEL 
ſon, that were po{Jible to be had. | 0 


ö wo Mx 


W 
Mx next concern was to know, if poſſible, what 1 
was his Buſineſs there; but that was impoſſible g 
Sometimes my Imagination form'd an Idea of one 
frightful thing, ſometimes of another , ſometimes 
T thought he had diſcover'd me, and was come to 
npbraid me with Ingratitude and Breach of Ho- 
nour z and ry Moment I fancied he was 
coming up the Stairs to Inſult me; and innumera- 
ble fancies came into my Head of what was never 
in his Head, nor ever could be, unleſs the Devil 
had reveal'd it to him. 9 142 
IREMAITIN b in this fright near two Hours; 
and ſcarce ever kept my Eye from the Window or 
Door of the Inn, where they were: At laſt hear- 
ing a great clutter in the Paſſage of their Inn, I 
tun to the Window, and, to my great Satisfaction, 
ſee them all three go out again and Travelon Weſt- 
ward; had they gone towards London, I ſhould 
have been ſtill in a fright, leaſt I ſhould meet him 
on the Road again, and that he ſhould know me; 
but he went the contrary way, and fo I was eas'd 
of thatDiſorder. 3 CEA 
Wx reſolv'd to be going the next Day, but a- 
bout fix a Clock at Night we were alarm'd with 
a great uproar in the Street, and People riding as 
if they had been ont of their Wits, and what was 


it but a Hue and Cry after three Highway Men, 


that had rob'd two Coaches, and ſome other Tra- 

vellers near Dunſtable Hill, and notice had, it ſeems, 
been given, that they had been ſeen at Brickill at 
ſuch a Houſe, meaning the Houſe where thoſe Gen- 


tlemen had been. | 


THE Houſe was immediately beſet and ſearch'd, 


but there were witneſſes enough that the Gentle- 
men had been gone above three Hours; the 
Crowd having gathered about, we had the News pre- 


2 


2 ſently ; 
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ſently ;; Land was heartily, concern'd now another 


(C228) 


way: Ipreſently told the People of the Houſe, that 
I durſt to ſay thoſe. were not the Perſans, for that 
knew one of the Gentlemen to bea very honeſt Per- 
fon, and of a good Eſtate in Lancaßire. | 
Ius Conſtable, who came with the Hue and 
Cry, was immediately inform'd of this, and came 
over to me to be {atisfy'd from my on Mouth, 
and I aſſur'd him that I ſaw the three Gentlemen 
as I was at the Window, that I ſaw them after - 
wards at the Windows of the Room they din'd in; 


5 that Iſaw them afterwards take Horſe, and I could 


aſſure kim I knew one of them to be ſuch a 
Man, that he was a Gentleman of a very good 
Eſtate, and an undoubted Character in Lanca- 
ſbire, from whence I was juſt now upon my 
Journey. | 

Tux aſſurance with which I deliver'd this, gave 
the Mob Gentry a Check, and gave the Conſta- 
ble ſuch Satisfaction, that he immediately ſound- 
ed a Retreat, told his People theſe were not the 
Men, but that he had an account they were very 
honeft Gentlemen, and ſo they went all back 
again; what the Truth of the matter was I knew 
not, but certain it was that the Coaches were rob'd 
at Dunſtable Hill, and 5601. in Money taken, be- 
tides ſome of the Lace Merchants that.always Tra- 


vel that way had been viſited too Ku to the: three 


Gentlemen, that remains to be explain d hereafter. 
WEIL I, this Allarm ftop'd us another Day, 
tho my Spouſe was for Travelling, and told me 
that it was always ſafeſt Travelling after a Rob- 
bery, for that the Thieves were ſure to be gone far 


enough off when they had allarm'd the Country; 


but I was afraid and uneafy, and indeed princi- 


s ally 


1 = 
. 1515414 


e * 


. 2 
pally leaſt my old Acquaintance ſhould be upon 
the Road ſill, and ſhould chance to ſee me. | 

INE VER liv'd four pleafanter Days together 
in my life, T was a meer Bride all this while, and 


my new Spouſe ſtrove to make me entirely eaſie 


in every thing; O could this State o“ Life have 
continued] how had all my paſt Troubles been for- 
got, and my future Sorrows been avoided? but I 
ad a paſt life of a moſt. wretched kind to ac- 
count for, ſome of it in this World as well as in 
another, _ x . 
Wr came away the fifth Day; and my Land- 
loxd, becauſe he ſaw me uneaſie, mounted himſelf, 
his Son, and three honeſt Country Fellows with 


good Fire-Arms, and, without telling us of it, 


follow'd the Coach, and would ſee us ſafe into 


Dunſtable; we could do no leſs than treat them 


very handſomely at Dunſtable, which Coſt my 
Spouſe about Ten or Twelve Shillings, and ſome- 


thing he gave the Men for their Time too, but my 


Landlord would take nothing for himſelf. | 

_ Txr1s was the moſt happy Contrivance for me 
that could have fallen out, for had I come to Lon- 
don unmarried, I muſt either have come to him 


for the firſt Night's Entertainment, or have diſ- 


covered to him that I had not one Acquaintance 
in the whole City of London that could receive a 
Joon Bride for the firſt Night's Lodging with her 
zpouſe ; But now being an old married Woman, I 
made no ſcruple of going directly home with him, 


and there I took Poſſeſſion at once of a Houſe well 


Furniſh'd, and a Husband in very good Circum- 
ſtances, ſo that I had a proſpe& of a very happ 


Life, if I knew how to manage it; and I had lei- 


ſure to conſider of the real Value of the Lite 1 


was likely to live; how different it was to be from 


Q 3 2 de 
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the looſe ungovern'd part I had acted before, and 
how much happier a Life of Virtue and Sobriety 
is, than that which we call a Life of Pleaſure. 
HA p this particular Scene of Life laſted, or 
Hud T learnt from that time TI enjoy'd it, to have 
taſted the true ſweetneſs of it, and had I not fallen 
into that Poverty which 1s the ſure Bane of Virtue, 
how happy had I been, not only here, but per- 
haps for ever? for while I liv'd thus, I was really 
a Penitent for all my Life paſs'd, I look'd back on 
it with Abhorrence, and might truly be ſaid to 
hate my ſelf for it; I often reflected how m 
Lover at the Bath, ftrook by the Hand of God, 
repented and abandon'd me, and refus'd'to ſee me 
any more, tho' he lov'd me to an extreme; but 
I, prompted by that worſt of Devils, Poverty, re- 
turn'd to the vile Practice, and made the Advan- 
tage of what they call a handſome Face, be the 
Relief to my Neceſſities, and Beauty be a Pimp 
e | 
N o w I ſeem'd landed in a ſafe Harbour, after 
the Stormy Voyage of Life paſt was at an end; and 
I began to be thankful for my Deliverance; I fat 


many an Hour by my ſelf, and wept over the Re- 


membrance of paſt Follies, and the dreadful Ex- 
travagances of a wicked Life, and ſometimes I 
flatter'd my ſelf that I had ſincerely repented. 
Bur there are Temptations which it is not in 
the Power of Human Nature to reſiſt, and few 
know what would be their Caſe, if driven to the 
Game Exigences: As Covetouſneſs is the Root of all 
Evil, ſo Poyerty is, I believe, the worſt of all 
Snares: But I wave that Diſcourſe till I come to 
the Experiment. | 3 
I LiIv'p with this Husband in the utmoſt 
Tranquility; he was a Quiet, Senſible, Sober Man, 


Virtuous, 


110 
Virtuous, Modeſt, Sincere, and in his Buſineſs Di- 
ligent and Juſt : His Buſineſs was in a narrow 
Compaſs, and his Income fufficient to a plentiful 
way of Living in the ordinary way; I do not ſay 
to keep an Equipage, and make a Fignre as the 
World calls it, nor did I expect it, or deſire it; for 
as T abhorr'd the Levity and Extravag.nce of m 
former Life, ſo I choſe now to live retir'd, frugal], 
and within our ſelves; I kept no Company, made 
no Viſits; minded my Family, and oblig'd my 
Husband, and this kind of Life became a Pleaſure 
to me, 

Wp liv'd in an uninterrupted courſe of Eaſe 
and Content for Five Years, when a ſudden Blow 
from an almoſt inviſible Hand, blaſted all my 
Happineſs, and turn'd me ont into the World in a 
Condition the reverſe of all that had been be- 
rang i 

M Husband having truſted one of his Fellow 
Clarks with a Sum of Money too much for our 
Fortunes to bear the Loſs of, the Clark fail'd, and 
the Loſs fell very heavy on my Husband, yet it 
was not ſo great neither, but that if he had had 
Spirit and Courage to have look'd his Misfortunes 
in the Face, his Credit was fo good, that as I told 
him, he would eaſily recover it; for to fink under 
Trouble is to double the Weight, and he that will 
Die in it ſhall Die in it. | 

Ir was in vain to ſpeak comfortably to him, 


the Wound had funk too deep, it was a Stab that 


touch'd the Vitals, he grew Melancholy and Dif- 
confolate, and from thence Lethargick, and died; 
I foreſaw the Blow, and was extremely oppreſs'd 
in my Mind, for I ſaw evidently that if he died I 
was undone, | . 


Q 4 1 


. 
"= = 


= 5 - = Tt» 
3 — 3 4 PR 
2. | 


—_— — — 


= . -—- _ * — _ 

„„ „ "4+ <1 

By WY err 
* * oh 4 


——_—_— 


Ne 


oy > 4- 1 
— 2 


% gt 
-, 


— — 
9 


LI - * 
6 
ol - AT « 


* 
— 
—_— 
— — — — 4 — * 
e - 


is E f 9 
n — — 
N — 
i 


„ 
IHA p had two Children by him and no more, 
for to tell the Truth, it began to be time for me 
to leave bearing Children, for I was. now Eight 
and Forty, and I ſuppoſe if he had liv'd I ſhould 
have had no more. % | 


 I'Was now left in a diſmal and diſconſolate 4 


Caſe indeed, and in ſeveral things worſe than ever : 
Firſt it was paſt the flouriſhing time with me 
when I might expect to be courted for a Miſtreſs ; 
that agreeable part had declin'd ſome time, and the 


Ruins only appear d of what had been, and that 


which-was worſe than all was this, that-I was the 
moſt dejected, diſconſolate Creature alive; I that 
had encourag'd my Husband, and endeavour'd to 
ſupport his Spirits under his Trouble, could not 
ſupport my own ; I wanted that Spirit in Trouble 
which I told him was ſo neceſſary to him for bear- 
10g the burthen. | | | 

Bur my Caſe was indeed Deplorable, for I 
was left perfectly Friendleſs and Helpleſs, and 
the Loſs my Husband had ſuſtain'd had reduc'd 
his Circumſtances ſo low, that. tho' indeed I was 
not in Debt, yet I could eaſily foreſee that what 
was left would not ſupport me long; that 
while it waſted daily for Subſiſtence, I had no 
way to encreaſe it one Shilling, ſo that it would 
be ſoon all ſpenc, and then I ſaw nothing before 
me but the utmoſt Diſtreſs, and this : repreſented 
it ſelf fo lively to my Thoughts, that it ſeem'd 
as if it was come, before it was really very near 
alſo my very Apprehenſions doubl'd the Miſery, for 
I fancied every Sixpence that I paid but for a Loaf of 
Bread, was the laſt that I had in the World, and that 


To- morrow I was to faſt, and be ſtary*d to Death. 


IN this Diſtreſs I had no Aſſiſtant, no Friend 


to comfort or adviſe me, I ſat and cried and tor- 


mented 


„ TNT. OOO 


REY: GT 

ented my ſelf Night and Day; wringing my 
Hands, I Cites inter ing The & Ts 
Woman; and indeed T have often wonder'd it had 
not affected my Reaſon, for I had the Vapours 
to ſuch a degree, that my Underſtanding was 
ſometimes quite loſt in Fancies and Imagina- 
tions. | : 
ILIV'p Two Years in this diſmal Condition 
waſting that little J had, weeping continually 
over my diſmal Circumſtances, and as it were on- 
ly bleeding to Death, without the leaſt hope or 
roſpect of help from God or Man; and now I 
had cried ſo long, and ſo often, that Tears were, 
as I might ſay, exhauſted, and I began to be De- 


ſperate, for I grew Poor apace. 


For a little Relief IJ had put off my Houſe and 
took Lodgings, and as I was W my Living 
ſo I fold off moſt of my Goods, which put a little 
Money in my Pocket, and I hv'd near a Year up- 
on that, ſpending very ſparingly, and eekin 
things out to the utmoſt, but ſtill when I look 
before me, my very Heart would ſink within me 
at the inevitable approach of Miſery and Want: 
O let none read this part without ſeriouſly re- 
flecting on the Circumſtances of a deſolate State, 
and how they would grapple with meer want of 
Friends and want of Bread; it will certainly 
make them think not of ſparing what they have 
only, but of looking up to Heaven for 0 port, 
and of the wiſe Man's Prayer, Give me not Foverty 
leaſt 1 Steal. 5 

LE T em remember that a time of Diltreſs is a 


time of dreadful Temptation, and all the Strength 


to reſiſt is taxen away; Poverty preſſes, the Soul 
is made Deſperate by Diſtreſs, and what can be 
done? It was one Evening, when being brought, 
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as I may ſap, to the laſt Gaſp, I think I may truly 
67 ILwWas Di i 


Lwas Diſtracted and Raving, when prompted 
y I know not what Spixit, and as it were, dent 


1 did not know what, or why; I dreſs' d me, for 


had ſtill pretty good Cloaths, and went out: T 
am very ſure T had no manner of Deſign in m 
Head, when I went out, I neither knew or conſi- 
dered where to go, or on what Buſineſs ; but as 
the Devil carried me out and laid his Bait for 
me, ſo he brought me to be ſure to the place, 


for I knew not whether I was going or what 


TW. 2 | 
WA NnDKING thus about I knew not whether, 


I pafs'd by an Apothecary's Shop in Leadenball- 


ſtreet, where I faw lye on a Stool juſt before the 
Counter a little Bundle wrapt in a white Cloth; 
beyond it, ſtood a Maid Servant with her Back to 
it, looking up towards the top of the Shop, where 


the Apothecary's Apprentice, as I ſuppoſe, was 


ſtanding up on thE Counter, with his Back al- 
ſo to the Door, and a Candle in his Hand, look- 
ing and reaching up to the upper Shelf for ſome- 
thing he wanted, ſo that both were engag' d mighty 
earneſtly, and no Body elſe in the Shop. 

 THr1s was the Bait; and the Devil who I faid 
laid the Snare, as readily prompted me, as if he 
had ſpoke, for I remember, and ſhall never for- 

get it, twas like a Voice ſpoken to me over my 


| Shoulder, take the Bundle; be quick; do it this 


Moment; it was no ſooner ſaid but I ſtep'd into 


the Shop, and with my Back to the Wench, as if I 


had ſtood. up for a Cart that was going by I put 
my Hand behind me and took the Bun le, and 


went off with it, the Maid or the Fellow not 


perceiving me, or any one elſe, | 


I x is impoſſible to expreſs the Horror of my 


Soul all the while T did it: When I went away I 


had no Heart to run, or ſcarce to mend my pace; 
I croſs'd the Street indeed, and went down the 
firſt turning I came to, and I think it was a Street 
that went thro' into Fenchurch. ſtreet, from thence 
I croſs d and turn'd thro? ſo many ways and turn- 
ings that I could never tell Which way it was, 
nor where I went, for I felt not the Ground, I 
Rept on, and the farther I was out of Danger, te 
faſter I went, till tyr'd and out of Breath, I was 
forc'd to ſit down on a little Bench at a Door, and 
then I began to recover, and found I was got into 
Thames: ſtreet near Billinſgate © T reſted me a little 
and went on, my Blood was all in a Fire, my 
Heart beat as if I was in a ſudden Fright : In ſhort, 


I was under ſuch a Surprize that I ſtill knew not 


whether I was a going, or what to do. 
AF TER I had tyr d my ſelf thus with walking 

a long way about, and ſo eagerly, I began to 
conſider and make home to my Lodging, where I 
came about Nine a Clock at Night. 
_ WHAT the Bundle was made up for, or on 
what Occaſion laid where I found it, I knew not, 
but when I came to open it I found there was a 
Suit of Child-bed Linnen in it, very good and al- 
moſt new, the Lace very fine; there was a Silver 
Porringer of a Pint, a mall Silver Mug and Six 
Spoons, with ſome other Linnen, a good Smock, 
and Three Silk Handkerchiefs, and in the Mug 
wrap'd up in a Paper Eighteen Shillings and Six- 
pence in Money. 

AlL the while I was opening theſe things I was 
under ſuch dreadful Impreſſions of Fear, and in 
ſuch Terror of Mind, tho' I was perfectly ſafe, 
that I cannot expreſs the manner of it; 1 lat me 
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hope in them; I knew not w 


oor as I was, if I had 


Goods, or a Rich, perhaps, ſaid I, it may be ſome 


4 


poor Widow like me, that had pack'd up. theſe 


for herſelf and a poor Child, and are.now ſtarving 


and breaking their Hearts, for want of that little 
they would have fetch'd 


and this Thought tor- 
mented me worſe than all the reſt, for three or 
four Days time. 8 5 

Bu r my own Diſtreſſes ſilenc'd all theſe Re- 
flections, and the proſpect of my own Starving, 
which grew every Day more frightful to me, har- 
den'd my Heart by degrees; it was then particu- 
larly heavy upon my Mind, that I had been re- 
form'd, and had, as I hop'd, repented, of all my 
paſs'd wickedneſles ; that I had liv'd a ſober, grave, 
retir'd Life for ſeveral Years, but now I ſhauld be 
driven by the dreadful Neceſſity of my Circum- 
ſtances to the Gates of Deſtrudion,Sonl and Body; 
and.two or three times I fell upon my Knees, 
praying to God, as well as I could, for Delive- 
rance; but I cannot. but ſay my Prayers had no 
at to do, it was 
and I 


all Fear without, and Dark within; 
* reflected 


+ (4 237) FER 
reflected on my paſs'd Life as not ſincerely repent- 
ed of, that Heaven was now beginning to puniſh 
me on this ſide the Grave, and would make me as 
miſerable as I had been wickelt. 
HA 1 gone on here I had perhaps been a true 
penitent; but I had an evil Counſellor within, 

and he was continually prompting me to relieve 
my {elf by the worſt means; fo one Evening he 
tempted me again by the ſame wicked Impulſe 

that had ſaid, take that Bundle, to go out again and 
ſeek for what might happen. 
IW r out now by Day: light, and wandre& 
about I knew not whether, and in ſearch of I knew 
not what, when the Devil put a Snare in my way 
of a dreadful Nature indeed, and ſuch a one as I 
have never had before or ſince; going thro A- 
dex ſgate-flreet there was a pretty little Child had 
been at a Dancing-School, and was going home, 
all alone, and my Prompter, like a true Devil, 
ſet me upon this innocent Creature; I talk'd to 
it, and it prattI'd to me again, and I took it by 

the Hand and led it a long till I came to a pav'd. 
Alley that goes into Bartholomew Cloſe, and I led 

it in there; the Child ſaid that was not its way 
home; I faid, yes, my Dear it is, I'll ſhow you 
the way home; the Child had a little Necklace on 
of Gold Beads, and T had my Eye upon that, and 
in the dark of the Alley I ſtoop'd, pretending to 
mend the Child's Clog that was looſe, and took off 
her Necklace and the Child never felt it, and ſo 
led the Child on again: Here, I ſay, the Devil 
put me upon killing the Child in the dark Alley, 
that it might not Cry; but the very thought 
frighted me ſo that I was ready to drop down, but I 
turn'd the Child about and bad it go back again, 


for that was not its way home; the Child ſaid ſo 


the 


ſhe would, 4nd I went thro' into Bartholomew Cloſe, 
and then turn'd round to another Paſſage that 
oes into Long-lane, ſo away into Charterbon ſe- 
ard and out into St. Fobn's-ftreet, then croſhng 
into Smithfield, went down Chick-lane and into 
Field-lane to Holbourn. bridge, when mizivg with 
the Crowd of People uſually paſſing there, it 
was not pofſible to have been found but; and 
thus I enterpriz d my fecond Sally into the 
TSSͤć!E!:!! Bernd Leiden 
TRE thoughts of this Booty put out all the 
thoughts of the firſt, and the Reflections I had 
made wore quickly off; Poverty, as I have ſaid, 
harden'd my Heart, and my own Neceſſities made 
me regardleſs of any thing: The laſt Affair left 
no great Concern upon me, for as I did the poor 
Chia no harm, I only ſaid to my ſelf, I had gi- 
ven the Parents a Juſt Reproof for their Negli- 
gence in leaving the poor little Lamb to come 
home hy it ſelf, and it would teach them to take 
more Care of it another tien. 
TH 18 String of Beads was worth about Twelve 
or Fourteen Pounds, I ſuppoſe it might have been 
formerly the Mother's, for it was too big for the 
Child's wear, but that, perhaps, the Vanity of 
the Mother to have her Chil look Fine at the 
Dancing School, had made her let the Child wear 
it, and no doubt the Child had a Maid ſent to take 
care of it, but ſhe, like a careleſs Jade, was taken 
up perhaps with ſome Fellow that had met her by 
the way, and ſo the pcor Baby wandred till it fell 
into my Hands. Y 5 ES 
HOWE VER, I did the Child no harm; I did 
not ſo much as fright it, for J had a great many 
tender Thoughts about me yet, and did oe 


— 


me to. 
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but what, as I may ſay, meer Neceſſity drove 
I Ha p a great many Adventures after this, but 
I was young in the Buſineſs, and did not know 
how to manage, otherwiſe than as the Devil put 
things into my Head; and indeed he was ſeldom 
backward to me : One Adventure I had which was 
very lucky to me; I was going thro* Lombard- 
freet in the dusk of the Evening, juſt by the end 
of Three King Court, when on a ſudden comes a 
Fellow running by me as ſwift as Lightning, and 
throws a Bundle that was in his Hand juſt behind 
me, as I ſtood up againſt the corner of the Houſe 
at the turning into the Alley; juſt as he threw it 
in he ſaid, God bleſs you Miſtreſs let it lie there 
a little, and away he runs ſwift as the Wind: After 


him comes two more, and immediately a young 


Fellow without his Hat, crying ſtop Thief, and 
after him two or three more, they purſued the two 


laſt Fellows ſo cloſe, that they were forced to 


drop what they had got, and one of them was ta- 


ken into the bargain, the other got off free. 


I STo0D ſtock ſtill all this while till they 


came back, dragging the poor Fellow they had 
taken, and luging the things they had found, ex- 
tremely well ſatisfied that they had recovered the 
Booty, and taken the Thief; and thus they paſs'd 
by me, for I look'd only like one who 


ood up 
while the Crowd was gone. f 
ON cx or twice Jask'd what was the matter, 
but the People neglected anſwering me, and I was 
not very importunate; but after the Crowd was 
wholly paſs'd, I took my opportunity to turn 
about and take up what was behind me and walk 


away: This indeed I did with lefs Diſturbance 
than I had done formerly, for theſe things I did 


not 
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A 775 ſteal, but they were ſtolen to my Hand: I got 
i late to my Lodgings with this Cargo, which was " 
a Peice of hne black Luſtring Silk, and a Peice of W. 
Velvet; the latter was but part of a Peice of about We 
A 11 Yards, the former was a whole Peice of th 
near 50 Yards it ſeems it was a Mercer's Shop for 
that they had rifled, I ſay rifled, becauſe the Goods no 
were ſo conſiderable that they had Loſt ; for the ON: 
Goods that they Recover'd were prett many, and Co 
I believe came to about ſix or ſeven ſeverat Peices Gl 
of Silk: How they came to get fo many I could too 
not tell; but as 1 had only robb'd the Thief I the 
made no ſcruple at taking theſe Goods, and being bol 
very glad of them too. — oY 
I Hap pretty good Luck thus far, and I made Go 
ſeveral Adventures more, tho' with but ſmall Pur- I w 
chaſe, Aa With good Succeſs, but I went in daily the 
dread that ſome miſchief would befal me, and that ter 
I ſhould certainly come to be hang'd at laſt ; The *fÞ1 
amprethon. this made on me was tos ſtrong to be the 
ſlighted, and it kept me from making attempts that do 
for ought I know might have been very ſafely ven 
perform' d but one thing 1 cannot omit, which wel 
was a Bait to me many a Day. I walk d frequent- got 
Iy out into the Villages round the Town to ſee if wit 


nothing would fall in my Way there; and going by Yea 
a. Houſe, near Stepney, I ſaw on the Window: but 
board two Rings, one a ſmall Diamond Ring, and 
the other a plain Gold Ring, to be ſure laid her 
there by ſome. thoughtleſs 7.4 that had more that 
Money than Forecaſt, perhaps only till he waſh'd . ble. 
her Hands. „5 8 

IWäarx'p ſeveral times by the Window to ob- Mis 
ſerve if I could ſee whether there was any Body 
in the Room or no, and I could ſce no Body, but drox 
ſtill I was not ſure; it came prefently into my 
| n 2-8 1 fore 
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Thoughts to rap at the Glaſs, as if Iwanted to ſpeak _ 
with ſome Body, and if any Body was there they 


would be ſure to come to the Window, and 
then I would tell them to remove thoſe Rings, 
for that I had ſeen two ſuſpicious Fellows take 
notice of them: This was a ready Thought, I rapt 
once or twice and no Body came, when ſeeing the 
Coaſt clear, I thruſt hard againſt the Square of 
Glaſs, and broke it with very little Noiſe, and 
took out the two Rings, and walk'd away with 
them very ſafe, the Diamond Ring was worth a- 
bout 31. and the other about 9s. 
 IWas now at a loſs for a Market for my 
Goods, and eſpecially for my two Peices of Silk, 
I was very loth to diſpoſe of them for a Trifle ; as 
the poor unhappy Theives in general do, who af- 
ter they have ventured their Lives for, perhaps a 


thing of Value, are fain to ſell it for a Song when 
they have done ; but I was refolv'd I would not 


do thus whatever ſhift I made, unleſs I was dri- 
ven to the laſt Extremity; however I did not 
well know what Courſe to take: AtlaſtTreſolv'd to 
go to my old Governneſs, and acquaint myſelf 
with her again: I had punctually ſupply'd the 51. a 
Year to her for my little Boy as long as I was able; 
but at laſt was oblig'd to put a ſtop to it : However 
I had written a Letter to her, wherein I had told 
her that my Circumſtances were reduc'd very low 
that I had loſt my Husband, and that I was not a- 
ble to do it any longer, and fo beg'd that the poor 
Child might not ſuffer too much for its Mother's 
Misfortunes. _ 

I Now madeher a Viſit, and I found that ſhe 
drove ſomething of the old Trade ſtill, but that 
{he was not in ſuch flouriſhing Circumſtances as be- 
fore, for ſhe had been Sued by a certain Gentle- 


man, who had had his Daughter ſtolen from him; 


R 


and. 
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and who it ſeems ſhe had helped to convey away ; 
and it was very narrowly that ſhe eſcap'd the 
Gallows; the Expence alſo had ravag'd her, and ſhe 
was become very poor, her Houſe was but meanly 
Furniſhed, and ſhe was not. in ſuch repute for her 
Practice as before; however ſhe ſtood upon her 
Legs, as they ſay, and as ſhe n buſt- 
ling Woman, and had fome Stock left, ihe was 
turn'd Pawn Broker, and liv'd pretty well. . 
Sn receiv'd me very civily, and with her 
uſual obliging manner told me, ſhe would not 
have the leſs reſpe& for me, for my being reduc'd , 
that ſhe had taken Care my Boy was very well 
look'd after, tho' I &uld not pay for him, and that 
the Woman that had him was eafle, fo that I need- 
ed not to Trouble myſelf about him, till 1 might 
be better able to do it effectually. THEE 
_ I FoLÞ her I had not much Money left, but 
that I had ſome things that were Montes worth, 
if the could tell me how I might turn taem into 
Money, ſheask'd me what it was I had, I pull d out 
the ſtring of gold Beads, and told her it was one of 
my Husbands Preſents to me; then I ſhow'd her the 
two Parcels of Silk which I told her I had from Jre- 
lam, and brought up to Town with me; and the little 
Diamond Ring; as to the ſmall Parcel of Plate and 
Spoons, I had found means to diſpoſe of them my- 
ſelf before; and as for the Childbed Linnen I had, 
ſhe offer'd me to take it herſelf, believing it to 
have been my own {ſhe told me that ſhe was turn'd 
Pawn- Broker, and that ſhe would {ell thoſe things 
for me as'/pawn'd to her, and ſo ſhe ſent preſent- 
ly for proper Agents that bought them, being in 
her Hands, without any ſcruple, and gave good 
Prizes tai: 1) i kd SL tot; 
I Now, began to think this neceſſary Woman 
might help mea little in my low Condition to 
"> tet, ' n 2 | 
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ſome Buſineſs, for I would gladly have turn'd mY. 
Hand to any honeſt Employment if I could have got 


it; but here ſhe was defficient ; honeſt Buſineſs did 
not come within her reach; if I had been younger, 


| perhaps ſhe might have helped me to a Spark, 


but my 'Thoughts were off of that kind of Live- 
lihood, as. being quite out of the way after 30, 
which was my Caſe, and ſo I told her. 

SE invited me at laſt to come, and be at her 
Houſe till I could find ſomething to do, and it 
ſhould coſt me very little, and this I gladly accepted 
of, and now living a little eaſter, I enter'd . 


Meaſures to have my little Son by my laſt Husband 


taken off; and this the made eaſie too, reſerving a 
Payment only of 51. a Year, if I could pay it. This 
was ſuch a help to me, that for a good while I left 
off the wicked Trade that I had ſo newly taken 
up ; and gladly I would have got my Bread by the 
help of my Needle if I cou'd have got Work, 
but that was very hard to do for one that had no 
manner of Acquaintance in the World. | 
Howvkx at laſt I got ſome Quilting- Work 
for Ladies Beds, Peticoats, and the like; and this 
I lik'd very well and work'd very bard, and with 
this I began to live; but the diligent Devil wan 
reſolv'dI ſhould continue in his Service, continual- 
ly prompted me to go out and take a Walk, that 
is to fay, to ſee if any thing would offer in the 
old Way. i bY 
ONE Evening I blindly obeyed his Summons, and 
fetch'd a long Circuit thro? the Streets, but met 
with no purchaſe and came Home very weary, 
and empty; but not content with that, Ewent our 
the next Evening too, when going by an Alehouſe 
I ſaw the Door 0: à little room open, next the very 
Street, and on the Table a filver Tankard, things 


much in uſe in publick Houſes at that time; it ſeems 
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Boy is gone for a Pint of Ale for me. 


. * 
pts 0 02 E 
ſome Company had been drinking there, and the 
careleſs Boys had forgot to take it away. © + 
I WEenT into the Box frankly, and? ſetting the 


ſilver Tankard on the Corner of the Bench, I ſat 


down before it, and knock'd with my Foot, a 


Boy came preſently, and I bad him fetch me a 


pint of warm. Ale, for it was cold Weather: the 
Boy run, and I heard him go down the Sellar to 
draw the Ale; while the Boy was gone, another 
Boy come into the Room. and cried, d ye call, I ſpoke 
with a melancholly Air, and ſaid, no Child, the 

WHILE I ſat here, IJ heard the Woman in the 
Bar ſay are they all gone in the Five, which was 
the Box I fat in, and the Boy ſaid yes; who fetch'd 
the Tankard away? ſays the Woman, I did, ſays ano- 
ther Boy, that's it, pointing it ſeems to another Tank- 
ard, which he had fetched from another Box by Mi- 


ſtake; or elfe it muſt be, that the Rogue forgot 
that he had not brought it in, which certainly 


he had not. ö | 
IHA all this, much to my fatisfaction, for I 
found plainly that the Tankard was not miſt, and 
yet they conclud Wit was fetch'd away; ſo I drank 
my Ale, call'd to Pay, and as I went away, 1 
ſaid, take care of your Plate Child, meaning a ſil- 
ver pint Mug, which e brought me Drink in; 
the Boy ſaid, yes Madam, very welcome; and away 
I came. | e 
A Came Home to my GovertneR,” ind now I 
thought it was a time to try her, that if I might 
be put to” the Neceſſity of being expos'd, ſhe 
might offer me ſome aſſiſtance; when I had been 
at Home ſome time, and had, an opportunity of 
Talking to her, I told her J had a Secret of the 
greateſt Conſequence in the World to En to 
| | er 


. 


1 


wy ba —_y 


n yy ww CY GY mY 


( 245 ) 

her if ſhe had reſpect enough for me to keep it a 
Secret : She told me ſhe had kept one of my Se- 
crets faithfully ; why ſhould I doubt her keep 
ing another? I told her the ſtrangeſt thing in 
the World had befallen me, and that it had made 
a Thief of me, even without any deſign ; and ſo 
told her the whole Story of the Tankard : And have 
ou brought it away with you my Dear, ſays ſhe, to 
be ſure IJ have, ſays I, and ſhew'd it her. But what 
{ſhall I do now, ſays I, muſt not I carry it again? 
CARRY it again! ſays ſhe, Ay, if you are mind- 
ed to be ſent to Newgate for ſtcaling it; why, ſays I, 
they can't be ſo bale to ſtop me, when I carry it to 
them again ? You don't know thoſe Sort of People 


Child, ſays ſbe, they'll not only carry you to New- 


gate, but hang you too withont any regard to the 
honeſty of returning itz or bring in an Account 
ofall the other Tankards they have loſt for you to 
pay for: What muſt I do then? ſays I, Nay, ſays 
ſhe, as you have pond the cunning part and ſtole 
it, you muſt e'n keep it, there's no going back 
now; beſides Child, ſays He, Don't you want it 
more than they do? I wiſh you cou'd light of fuch 
a Bargain once a Week. | | 
T'x1s gave me a new Notion of my Governeſs, 
and that ſince: ſhe was turn'd Pawn: Broker, the 
had a Sort of People about her, that were none 
of the honeſt ones thatW had met with there 


before. 


I HAD not been long there, but I diſcover'd 
1t more 2 than before, for every now and 


then I ſaw Hilts of Swords, Spoons, Forks, Tank- 
-ards, and all ſuch kind of Ware brought in, not 


to he Pawn'd, but to be fold down right; and ſhe 
bpught every thing that came without asking any 
. SR | Que- 
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did fo dexteriouſly that no Woman ever arriv'd to 
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Queſtions, but had very good Bargains as I found 
by her Diſcourſe. % #\ 


I Found alſo that in the following this Trade, 


ſhe always melted down the Plate ſhe bought, 


hat it might not be challeng'd , and ſhe came to 
me and told me one-Morning that ſhe was going 
to Melt, and if I would, ſhe would put my Tank- 
ard in, that it might not be ſeen by any Body; 


I told her with all my Heart; ſo ſhe weigh d it, 


and allow'd me the full value in Silver again; but 
T found ſhe did not do the ſame to the reſt of her 
Cuſtomers. 

SOMETIME after this, as I was at Work, and 
very melancholly, ſhe begins to ask me what the 
Matter was? as ſhe was us'd to do; I told her my 
Heart was heavy, I had little Work, and nothing 
to live on, and knew not what Courſe to take; 
ſhe Laugh'd and told me I muſt go out again and 


try my Fortune; it might be that I might meet 


with another Peice of Plate. O, Mother! ſays I, 
that is a Trade I have no skill in, and if I ſhould 


be taken I am undone at once; - ſays ſhe, I cou'd 
help you to a School-Miſtreſs, that ſhall make you 


as dexterous as her ſelf: I trembled at that Propoſal 
for hitherto I had had no Confederates, nor any Ac- 


quaintance among that Tribe; but ſhe conquer'd 
all my Mfdeſty, and all my Fears; and in a little 


time, by the help of this Confederate J grew as 


 Impudent a Thief, and as dexterous as ever Mo! 


Cut-Parſe was, tho* if Fame does not belie her, not 
—_— Hoa 7 15,5 

- Trex Comrade ſhe helped me to, dealt in three 
Craft. (viz.) Shop-litting, ſtealing of 
Shop- Books, and Pocket-Books, and taking oft Gold 
Watches from the Ladies Sides, and this laſt Ihe 


the 


4A 
the Perfection of that Art, ſo as to do it like 
her; I lik d the firſt and the laſt of theſe things 


very well, and I attended her ſome time in the 


Practiſe, juſt as a Deputy attends a Midwife with- 
out any Pay. | | UNE. 
Ar length ſhe put me to Frattife, ſhe. had 
ſhewn me her Art, and I had {Feral times un- 
hovk'd a Watch from her own fide with great dex- 
terity; at laſt ſhe ſhow'd me a Prize, and this 
was a young Lady big with Child who had a charm- 
ing Watch, the thing was to be done as ſhe came 
out of Church; ſhe goes on one ſide of the Lady, 
and pretends, juſt as ſhe came to the Steps, to 
fail, and fell againſt the Lady with fo much vio- 
lence as put her 1nto a great fright, and both cry'd 


out terribly , in the very moment that Me joſtl'd 


the Lady, I had hold of the Watch, and holding 
it the right way, the ſtart ſhe gave drew the Hook 
out and ſhe never felt it; I made off immediately, 


and left my School-miſtreſs to come out of her 


pretended Fright gradually, and the Lady too; 
and preſently the Watch was miſs'd; ay, ſays my 
Comrade, then it was thoſe Rogues that thruſt me 


down, I warrant ye; I wonder the Gentlewoman 


did not miſs her Watch before, then we might” 


have taken them. | 


SH E humour'd the thing ſo well that no Bo? 


ſuſpected her, and I wasgot home a ffll Hour before 


her: This was my firſt Adventure in Company, the 
Watch was indeed a very fine one, and had a'gtear 
many Trinkets about it, and my Governeis al: 


low'd us 200 for it, of which I had half, and thus 
I was enter'd a compleat Thief, harden'd to a 
Pitch; above all the Reflections of Conſcience 


or Modeſty, and to a Degree which I muſt ac. 


knowledge I never thought poſlible in me. 


R 4 Tus 


V 
__ Txvs the Devil who began, by the help af an 
_ irrefiſtable Poverty, to puſh me into this {gt 
edneſs, brought me on to a height beyond the 
common Rate, even when my Neceſſities were not 
- ſo great, or the proſpect of my Miſery fo terrify- 
ing; for I hadmow got into a little Vein of Work, 
and as I was not at a loſs to handle my Needle, it 
was very probable, as Acquaintance came in, I 
might have got my Bread honeſtly enough. 
I! muſt ſay, that if ſuch a proſpe& of Work had 
preſented it ſelf at firſt, when J began to feel the 
approach of my miſerables Circumſtances, I ſay, 


* . hadſuchaproſpeCtof getting my Bread by working 


Preſented it {elf then, I had never fallen into this 
wicked Trade, or into ſuch a wicked Gang as I was 
- now embark'd with; but practiſe had-hardened 

me, and I grew audacious to the laſt degree ; and 


the more ſo, becauſe I had carried it on fo long, 


and had never been taken; for in a word, my new 
Partner in Wickedneſs and I went on together ſo 

long, without being ever detected, that we not 

only grew Bold, but we grew Rich, and we had at 

; on time One and Twenty Gold Watches in our 
nds, = 


TREMEMBER that one Day being a little. 


more ſerious than ordinary, and finding I had ſo 
good a Stock-before-hand as I had, for I had near 
_ 2000. in Money for my Share; it came ſtrongly 
into my Mind, no doubt from ſome kind Spirit, 
if ſuch there be; that as at firſt Poverty excited 
me, and my Diſtreſſes drove me to theſe dreadful 
_ . Shifts; ſo ſeeing thoſe Diſtreſſes were now re- 


lieved, and I could alſo get ſomething towards a 


Maintenance by working, and had fo good a Bank 
to ſupport me, why thonld I not now leave off, 


; 1 . b ' , 
_ - 5 they ſay, while I was well; that'I could not 
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If 
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expel to go always free; and if I was once ſar+ 
pris d, and miſcarry'd, I was undone. 

THr1s was doubtleſs the happy Minute, when 
if IJ had hearken'd to the bleſſed hint from what- 
ſoever hand it came, I had ſtill a caſt for an eaſie 
Life; but my Fate was otherwi determin'd, 
the buſie Devil that ſo induſtriouſſy drew me in, 
had too faſt hold of me to let me go back; but as 
Poverty brought me into the Mire, ſo Avarice 
kept me in, till there was no going back; as to 
the Arguments which my Reaſon dictated for per- 
ſwading me to lay down, Avarice ſtept in and 


ſaid, go on, go on; you have had very good luck, 


go on till you have gotten Four or Five Hundred 


Pound, and then you ſhall leave off, and then 


you may hve eaſie without working at all. 
Tubus I that was once in the Devil's Clatches, 


was held faſt there as with a Charm, and had no 


Power to go without the Circle, till Iwas ingulph'd 
in Labyrinths of Trouble too great to get out 
at all. | | 

How EVER, theſe Thoughts left ſome Im- 


preſſion upon me, and made me act with ſome 
more caution than before, and more than my Di- 


rectors us d for themſelves. My Comerade, as I 
call'd her, but rather ſhe ſhould have been called 


my Teacher, with another of her Scholars, was 


the firſt in the Misfortune, for happening to be 


* 


upon the hunt for Purchaſe, they made an at- 


* 


tempt upon a Linnen - Draper in Cheapſde, but wer * 
ſnap'd by a Hawks-ey'd Journey - man, and BT 
with two pieces of Cambrick, which were taken 


alſo upon them. | 
T x 18 was enough to Lodge them both in New- 


44 


gate, where they had the Misfortune to have ſome 


of their former Sins brought to remembrance z 9 
: gther 


* 
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other Indictments being brought againſt, them, 


and the Facts being prov'd upon them, th were 0 
both condemned to Die; they both pleaded their t 
Bellies, and were both voted Quick with Child; r 
2M my Tutreſs was no more with Child than : 
I was. 1 
IW 1 frequently to ſee them, and Condole 4 
with them, expecting that it would be my turn 
next; but the place gave me ſo much Horror, re- a 
kflecting that it was the place of my unhappy Þ 
Birth, and of my Mother's Misfortunes, that I \ 
could not bear it, ſo I was forc'd to leave off 
going to ſee them. l. 1 
Ap Ol cou'dIhave but taken warning by their 1 
Diſaſters, I had been bappy ſtill, for I was yet I, 
free, and had nothing brought againſt me; bu : 
$ . not be, my Meaſure was not yet 1 
up. Up | - | 
| Me Comerade having the Brand of an old Of- A 

fender, was Executed; the young Offender was a 
ſpar d, having obtain*d a Reprie ve; but lay ſtarving 
along while an Priſon, till-at-Jaſt ſhe got her Name t 
into what. they call a Circuit Pardon, and ſo * 
een en 4 
IuIs terrible Exaniple,of my Comerade fright- 8 
ed me heartily, and for a good while I made no bo 

Excurſions; but one Night, in the Neighbourhood 4 
of my Governeſſes Houſe, they cryed Fire; my a 
_ Governeſs look'd out, for we were all up, and cry- 2 
ed immediately that ſuch a Gentlewaman's Houſe foe 
Was all of a light Fire a top, and ſo indeed it was: 7 
Here ſhe gives me a jog, now, Child, ſays ſhe, . 
there is a rare opportunity, the Fire being fo near 0 
that you may go 10 it before the Street is block'd 
upwit n the Crow'd; ſhe preſently gave me my Cue, Ar 
„80, Child, ſays be, to the Houſe, and run in and fell Ch 


- 
* 
* 


Child; come, this is a ſad time, let me help 2 
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the Lady, or any Body you ſee, that you come to 
help them, and that you came from ſuch a Gen- 
tlewoman (that 1s one of her Acquaintance farther 


up the Street); ſhe gave me the like Cue to the 
next Houſe, naming another Name that was alſo an 
Acquaintance of the Gentlewoman»of the Houſe, 
Away I went, and coming to the Houſe] found 
them all in Confuſion, you may. be ſure; I run 
in, and finding one of the Maids, Lord! Sweet- 
heart, ſaid J, how came this diſmal Accident? 
Where is your Miſtreſs? And how does ſhe do? 
Is ſhe ſafe? And where are the Children? I come 
from Madam to help you; away runs the 
Maid, Madam, Madam, ſays ſhe, ſcreaming as 
loud as ſhe cou'd yell, here is a Gentlewoman come 
from Madam to help us: The poor Woman 
half out of her Wits, with a Bundle under her 
Arm, ayd two little Children, comes towards 
me, Lord, Madam, ſays I, let me carry the poor 
Children to Madam „ ſhe deſires you to ſend 
them; ſhe'll take care of the poor Lambs, and im- 
mediately I takes one of them out of her Hand, 
and ſhe lifts the tother up into my Arms; ay, do, 
for God, ſake, ſays ſhe, carry them to ber; O thank 


her for ber kindneſs Have you any thing elſe to 


ſecure, Madam? ſays I, fbe will take care of it; O 
dear! ay, ſays ſhe, God bleſs ber, and thank her, 
take this bundle of Plate and carry it to ber too; O 
ſhe is a good Woman, O Lord, we are-utterly ruin'd, 
utterly undone; and away ſhe runs from me out of 


her Wits, and the Maids after her, and away 


comes I with the two Children and the Bundle. 
I Wa s no ſooner got into the Street, but I ſaw 

another Woman come to me, OI ſays ſhe, Mi- 

ftreſs, in a piteous Tone, you will let fall the 


and 
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and immediately lays hold of my Bundle fo carry 
at for me; no, ſays I, if you will help me, take 
the Child by the Hand, and lead it for me but to 
the upper end of the Street, III go with you and 


1 


„ 
* 


ſatisfie you for your pains. 

_-SHE coud not avoid going, after what I ſaid, 
but the Creature, in ſhort, was one of the ſame 
[Buſineſs with me, and wanted nothing but the 
Bundle; however, ihe went with me to the Door, 
for ſhe cou'd not help it; when we were come 
there I whiſper'd her, go Child, ſaid I, Iunderſtand 


your Trade, you may meet with Purchaſe enough. 
S8 E underſtood me and walk'd off; I thunder- 


ed at the Door with the Children, and as the Peo- 
ple were rais'd before by the noiſe of the Fire, I 


was ſoon let in, and J ſaid, is Madam awake, pray 
tell ber Mrs. — deſires the favour of her to take the 
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two Children in; r Lady, ſhe will be undone, 
their Honſe is all of a Flame; they took the Chil- 
ren in very civily, pitied the Family in Diſtreſs, 


and away came IT with my Bundle; one of the 


Maids ask'd me, if I was not to leave the Bundle 
too? I ſaid no, Sweetheart, tis to go to another 
Place, it does not belong to them. . 
I Was a great way out of the hurry now, and fo 
 Twenton, clear of any Body's enquiry,and brought 
1 the bundle of Plate, which was very conſiderable, 
ſitrait home, and gave it to my old Governeſs; ſhe 
told me ſhe would not look into it, but bad me go 
out again to look for more. = 
S8 E gave me the like Cue to the Gentlewoman 
of the next Houſe to that which was on Fire, and 
I did my endeavour to go, but by this time the 
allarm of Fire was ſo great, and fo many Engines 


playing, and the Street ſo throng'd with People, 
that I cou'd not get near the Houle, whatever : 
| cou' 


— 
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cou'd do; fo I came back again to my Governeſſes, 
and taking the Bundle up into my Chamber, I be- 
gan to examine it: It is with Horror that I tell what 
a Treaſure I found there; tis enough to ſay, that 
beſides moſt of the Family Plate, which was con- 
ſiderable, I found a Gold Chain, an old faſhion'd 
thing, the Locket of which was broken, ſo that I 
ſuppoſe it had not been us'd ſome Years, but the 
Gold was not the worſe for that; alſo a little Box 
of burying Rings, the Lady's Wedding-Ring, and 
ſome broken bits of old Lockets of Gold, a Gold 
Watch, and a Purſe with about 24 J. value in old 

_ of Gold Coin, and ſeveral other things of 

alue. 
Tu 1s was the greateſt and the worſt Prize that 
ever I was concern d in, for indeed, tho' as I have 


{aid above, I was harden'd now beyond the Power 


of all Reflection in other Caſes, yet it really touch'd 
me to the very Soul, when I look'd into this Trea- 
ſure, to think of the poor diſconſolate Gentlewo- 
man who had loſt ſo much by the Fire beſides , 
and who would think to be ſure that ſhe had ſav'd 
her Plate and beſt things; how ſhe wou'd be ſur- 
iz d and afflicted when ſhe ſhould find that ſhe 
ad been deceiv'd, and ſhould find that the Per- 
ſon that took her Children and her Goods, had not 
come, as was pretended, from the Gentlewoman 
in the next Street, but that the Children had been 
put upon her without her own knowledge. 
ISA I confeſs the inhumanity of this Action 
mov'd me very much, and made me relent ex- 


, ceedingly, and Tears ſtood in my Eyes upon that 
Subject: But with all my Senſe of its being cruel 
and Inhuman, I cou'd never find in my Heart to 

make any Reſtitution: The Reflection wore off, an 


I 
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began quickly to forget the Circumſtances that 
attended the taking them. Fr : 
No was this all, for tho” by this jobb I was 
become conſiderably Richer than before, yet the 


- 
1 
9 F : 


Reſolution I had formerly taken of leaving off 
this horrid Trade, when I had gotten a little more, 
did not return; but I muſt ſtill get farther, and 
more; and the Avarice join'd ſo with the Suc- 
_ ceſs, that I had no more thoughts of coming to 
a timely Alteration of Life; tho' without it I 
- cou'd expect no Safety, no Tranquility in the 
Poſſeſſion of what I had ſo wickedly gain'd , but 
à little more, and a little more, was the Caſe till. 

Ar length yielding to the Importunities of my 
Crime, I caft off all Remorſe and Repentance; and 
all the Reflections on that Head, turn'd to no more 
than this, that I might perhaps come to have one 
Booty more that might compleat my Deſires; but 
tho I certainly had that one Booty, yet every hit 
look d towards another, and was ſo encouraging 
to me to go on with the Trade, that I had no Guſt 
to the Thought of laying it down. 

I this Condition, harden'd by Succeſs, and re- 
ſolving to go on, I fell into the Snare in which I 
inted to meet with my laſt Reward for 
this kind of Life: But even this was not yet, for 
I met with ſeveral ſucceſsful Adventures more in 
this way of being undone, 

I remain'd ſtill with my Governeſs, who was 
fot a while * concern'd for the Misfortune of 
my Comerade that had been hang'd, and who it 
ſeems knew enough of my Governeſs to have ſent 
her the ſame way, and-which made her very un- 
eaſy , indeed ſhe was in a very great fright. 

Ir is true, that when ſhe was gone, and had not 
open d her Mouth to tell what ſhe knew; My oor 
vernets 
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verneſs was eaſy as to that Point, and perhaps 
glad ſhe was hang'd; for it was in her power to 
have obtain'd a Pardon at the Expence of her 
Friends; But on the other Hand, the loſs of her, 
and the Senſe of her Kindneſs in not making her 
Market of what ſhe knew, mov'd my Governeſs to 
Mourn very ſincerely her : I comforted her as 
well as I cou'd, and ſhe in return harden'd me to 
Merit more compleatly the ſame Fate. | 

How EVER as I have ſaid it made me the more 
wary, and particularly I was very ſhie of Shop- 
lifting, eſpecially among the Mercers, and Drapers 
who are a Set of Fellows, that have their Eyes very 
much about, them: I made a Venture or two among 
the Lace Folks, and the Mileners, and particularly 
at one Shop, where I got Notice of two young Wo- 
men who were newly ſet up, and had not been 
bred to the Trade: There, I think I carried off a 
Peice of Bonelace, worth fix or ſeven pound, and 
a Paper of Thread; but this was but once, it 
was a Trick that would not ſerve again, | 

Ir was always reckon'd a ſafe Job when we 
heard of a new Shop, and eſpecially! when the 
People were ſuch as were not bred to Shops; ſuch 
may depend upon it, that they will be viſited 
once or twice at their beginning, and they muſt 
be very Sharp indeed if they can prevent it, 

I Mare another Adventure or two, but they 
were but Trifles too, tho ſufficient to live on 
after this nothing conſiderable offering for a good 
while, I began to think that I muſt give over the 
Trade in Earneft ; but my Governeſs, who was 
not willing to loſe me, and expected great Things 
of me, brought me one Day into Company with 
kene Woman and a Fellow that went for her 

usband, tho? as it appear d afterwards ſhe was 

: not 


1 


F | 
" his Wife, but they were Partners it ſeems in the 
rade they carried on; and Partners in ſomething 
elſe too. In ſhort, they robb'd together, lay together, 
were taken together, and at laſt were hang'd to- 
gether. _ | | 
I Came into a kind of League with theſe two, 


by the help of my Governeſs, and they carried 


me out into three or four Adventures, where I 
rather ſaw them commit ſome Courſe and unhand 

Robberies, in which nothing but a great Stock 
of impudence on their Side, and groſs Negli- 
gence on the Peoples Side who were robb'd, could 
oe made them Succeſsful , ſo I refoly'd from that 
time forward to be very Cautious how I Adven- 
tur d upon any thing with them; and indeed 
when two or three unlucky Proje&s were propos'd 
by them, I declin'd the offer, and perſwaded them 


_ againſt it: One time they particularly pro- 


pos'd Robbing a Watchmaker of 3 Gold Watches, 
which they had Ey'd in the Day time, and 
Found the Place where he laid them ; one of them 
had ſo many Keys of all kinds, that he made no 
Queſtion to open the Place, where the Watch- 
maker had laid them; and ſo we made a kind of 
an Appointment; but when I came to look nar- 
rowly into the Thing, 1 found they propos'd 
breaking open the Houſe , and this as a thing out 
of my Way, I would not Embark in ſo they went 
without me: They did get into the-Houſe by 


_ main Force, and broke up the lock*d Place where 
the Watches were, but found but one of the Gold 
Watches, and a Silver one, which they took, and 


1 


ot out of the Houſe again very clear, but the 
Naur being alarm'd cried out Thieves, and the 


Man was purſued and taken, the young Woman 
had got off too, but unhappily was ſto 


pd at a 
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Diſtance, and the Watches found: upon her; und 


thus IT had a ſecond Eſcape, for they were. con- 
victed, and both hang'd, being old Offenders® tho 


bnt young People; as I ſaid before, that they rob- 


bed together, and lay together, ſo now they hang'd 
together, and there ended my new Partnerſhip. 

' I BEGAY now to be very wary, having {6 
narrowly eſcap'd a Scouring, and having ſuch an 
Example before me; but Ihad a new Tempter, who 
prompted me every Day, I mean my Governeſs; 
and now a Prize preſented, which as it came by 
her Management, ſo ſhe expected a good ' Share of 
the Booty; there was a good Quantity of Flan- 
ders-Lace Lodg'd ina private Houſe, where ſhe had 
gotten Intelligence of it; and Flanders-Lace, being 
then Prohibited, it was a good Booty to any Cu- 
ſtom-Houſe Officer that could come at it: I had 
a full Account from my Governeſs, as well of the 
Quantity as of the very Place where it was con- 
ceal'd, and I went to a Cuſtom-Houſe Officer, and 
told him I had ſuch a Diſcovery to make to him, 
of ſuch a Quantity of Lace, if he wauld aſſure 
me that I ſhould have my due Share of the Re- 
ward: This was ſo juſt an offer, that nothing could 
be fairer; ſo he agreed, and taking a Conſtable, 
and me with him, we beſet the Houſe, as I 
told him, I could go directly to the Place, 
He left it to me, and the Hole being very dark, I 
ſqueez'd myſelf into it with a Candle in my: Hand, 
and fo reach'd the Peices out to him, taking 


care as I gave him ſome, ſo to ſecure as much 


about myſelf as I could conveniently Diſpoſe of: 
There was near 300 l. worth of Lace in the whole; 


and I ſecur'd about 5ol. worth of it to myſelf: 


The People of the Houſe were not owners of the 
Lace, but a Merchant * had entruſted them 


hv.” th 


with it ; ſo that they were not ſo ſurpriz d as 1 
thought they would be. 1-8. E651. 

Ley r the Officer overjoy'd with his Prize, 
and fully ſatisfy'd with what he had gat; and ap- 
pointed to meet him at a Houſe of his own di- 
recting, where I came after I had diſpos d of the 
Cargo I had about me; of which he bad not the 
» Jeaft Suſpicion ; when I came to him, he began 

to Capitulate with me, believing I did not under- 
ſand the right I had to a Share in the Prize, and 
would fain have put me off with Twenty Pound, 
but I let him know that I was not fo ignorant as 
he ſuppos'd I was; and yet I was glad too, that 
he offer d to bring me to a certainty ; I ask'd 
1600. and he riſe up to 30 l. I fell to 80l. and he 

riſe again to 4ol. in a Word, he offer'd 5ol. and I 

conſented, only demanding a Peice of Lace, which 

I thought came to about 8 or 9 Pound, as if it 
had been for my-own Wear, and he agreed to it, 

{oI got 501. in Money paid me that ſame Night, 

and made an End of the Bargain; nor did he ever 

know whgq I was, or where to enquire for me; ſo 
that if it had been diſcover'd, that part of the 
Goods were embezzel'd ; he could have made no 
Challenge upon me for it. 11 
IVERY punctually divided this Spoil with 
my Governeſs, and I paſs'd with her from this 
time for a very dexterous Manager in the niceſt 

Caſes z I found that this laft was the beſt, and ea- 

ſieſt ſort of Work that was in my way, and I made 

it my buſineſs to enquire out prohibited Goods; 
and after buying ſome uſually betray'd them, but 
none of theſe Diſcoveries amounted to any thing 

Conſiderable ; not like that Irelated juſt now]; but 

I was willing to act ſafe, and was {till Cautious of 
runing 
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running the great Riſques which I found others did, 
and in which they Miſcarried every Day. , 

TH E next thing of Moment, was an attempt 
at a Gentlewoman's gold Watch, it happen'd in a 
Crowd, at a Meeting-Houſe, where I was in very 
great Danger of being taken; I had full hold cf her 
Watch, but giving a great Joſtle, as if ſome body 
had thruſt me againft her, and in the Juncture 
giving the Watch a fair pull, I found it would not 
come, fo I let it go that Moment, and cried out 
as if I had been kill'd, that ſome body had Trod 
upon my Foot, and that there was certainly Pick- 
pockets there ; for ſome body or other had given 
a pull at my Watch, for you are to obſerve, that on 
theſe Adventures we always went very well 
Dreſs'd, and IT had very good Cloaths on, and a 
_—_— Watch by my Side, as like a Lady as other 

olks. 

I HAD no ſooner ſaid fo, but the tother Gentle- 
woman cried out a Pick-pocket too, for ſome body, 
e ſaid, had try'd to pull her Watch away. 

WHE NT touc'd her Watch, I was doſe to her, 
but when I cry'd out, I ftop'd as it were ſhort; 
and the Crowd bearing her forward a little, ſhe 
made a Noiſe too, but it was at ſome Diſtance from 
me, fo that ſhe did not in the leaſt ſuſpe& me; 
but when ſhe cried out a Pick-pocket, ſome body 
cried Ay, and here has been another, this Gentle- 
woman has been attempted too. | | 

Ar that very inftant, a little farther in the 
Crowd, and very Luckily too, they cried out a Picks 
pocket again, and really ſeiz'd a young Fellow in 
the very Fact. This, tho nnhappy for the Wretch 
was very opportunely for my Cafe, tho I had 
carried 1t off handfomely enough before, but now 
it was out of Doubt, and all the looſe part of the 
S 2 Crowd 
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gare Convicted, is to be Tranſported 
IAIS was a narrow Eſcape to me, and I was 


fo, frighted, that I ventur'd no more at Gold 
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the Throng being ſtil 1a 
between me and her in that time, and then I 
crying out a Pick-pocket, rather ſooner than ſhe, 


or at leaſt as ſoon, ſhe might as well be the 


_ Tab) 
Crowd*xrun that way, and the poor Boy was de- 


v . 
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liver d upto the Rage of the Street, which is a Cru- 
elty I need not deſcribe, and which however they 
are always glad of, rather than to be ſent to New- 
agate, where they lie often a long time, till they 
are} alinoſt periſh'd, and ſometimes they are 
hang'd, and the beſt they can look for, if the 


rted. | 


Watches a great while, there was indeed a great 


many e Circumſtances in this Adven- 
ture, which aſſiſted to my Eſcape , but the chief 
as, that the Woman whoſe Watch I had pull'd 
at was a Fool; that is to ſay, ſhe was Ignorant 
of the nature of the Attempt, which one would 
have thought ſhe ſhould not have been ſeein 


She was wiſe enough to faſten her Watch, ſo, 


that it could not be flipt up; but ſhe was in 

. ſuch a Fright, that ſhe had no thought about her 
Proper for the Diſcovery ,. for ſhe,. when the felt 
the pull ſcream d out, and puſh'd herſelf for- 


ward, and put all the People about her into dif- 


order, but ſaid not a Word of her Watch, or of 
à Pick- packet, for at leaſt two Minutes time; which 
was time enough for me, and to ſpare; for as I 
had cried out behind her, as I have ſaid, and bore 
myſelf back in the Crowd as ſhe bore forward; 


there were ſeveral r at leaſt ſeven or eight, 
moving on, that were got 


Perſon ſuſpected as I, and the People were con- 


fus d in their Enqdiry; whereas, had ſhe with a 
Preſence of Mind needful on ſuch an Occaſion, 


as 
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as bon as ſhe felt the pull, not skream'd out as 
ſhe did, but turn'd immediately round, and ſeiz d 
the next Body that was behind her, ſhe had in- 
fallibly taken me. | 
Tr1s is a Direction not of the kindeſt Sort to 
the Fraternity; but tis certainly a Key to the Clue: 
of a Pick-pockets Motions, and whoever can fol- 
low it, will as certainly catch the Thief as he will 
be ſure to mifs if he does nat. | > Ge 
"I HaD another Adventure, which puts this 
Matter out of doubt, and which may be an In- 
ſtruction for Poſterity in the Caſe of a Pick-pocket, 
my good old Governeſs to give a ſhort touch at her 
Hiſtory, tho' ſhe had left off the Trade, was as I 
may ſay, born a Pic - pocket, and as I underſtood 
afterward had run thro' all the feveral Degrees of 
that Art, and yet had never been taken but once; 
when ſhe was ſo groſsly detected, that ſhe was con- 
victed and orderd to be Tranſported; but be- 
ing a Woman of a rare Tongne, and withal ha- 
ving Money in her Pocket; ſhe found Means, the 
Ship putting into Jreland for Proviſions, . to get 
on Shore there, where ſhe liv'd and practis'd her old 
Trade for ſome Years ; when falling into another 
ſort of bad Company, ſhe turn'd Miawife-and Pro- 
| cureſs, and 71 a Hundred Pranks there, which 
| ſhe gave me a little Hiſtory of in Confidence-be- 
| tween us as we grew more intimate; and it waste 
' this wicked Creature that I ow'd all the Art and 
: Dexterity I arciv'd to, in which there were few 
[ that ever went beyond me, or that practis'd fo 
long without any Misfortune, , 
Ix was after thoſe Adventures in Ireland, and when 
ſhe was pretty well known in that Country, that 
| ſhe left Dublin, and came over to England, where 1 
the time of her Tranſportation being not expir d, 
ihne left her former — for fear of falling in- 
3 to 
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to bad Hands again, for then ſhe was ſure to have col 
one to Wreck: Here ſhe ſet up the ſame Trade ſhe Na 
ad followed in Ireland, in which ſhe ſoon by her E 
admirable Management, and a good Tongue, arriv'd 
to the Height, which I hav already deſcrib'd, and 
indeed began to be Rich tho' her Trade fell off a- 
gain afterwards; as I have binted before. 
1 mention thus much of the Hiſtory of this Wo- 
man here, the better to account for the concern 
ſhe had in the wicked Life Iwas now leading; into 
all the particulars of which ſhe led me as it were b 
the Hand, and gave me ſuch Directions, and I ſo well 
follow'd them, that I grew the greateſt Artiſt of 
my time, and work d myſelf out of every Dan- 
ger with ſuch Dexterity, that when ſeveral more 
of my Comrades run themſelves into Newgate pre- 
Jdently, and by that time they had been Half a 
Year at the Trade, I had now Practis d upwards 
of five Year, and. the People at Newgate, did not 
ſo much as know me; they had heard much of me 
indeed, and often expected me there; but I al- 
ways got off, tho' many times in the extreameſt 
Danger. | 
Ox of the greateſt Dangers I was now in, 
was that I was too well known among the Trade, 
and ſome of them whoſe hatred was owing rather 
to Envy, than any Injury I had done them be- 
gan to be Angry, that I ſhould n= Eſcape 
when they were always catch'd and hurried to 
Newgate. - Theſe were they that gave me the 
Name of Moll Flanders: For it was no more of 
Affinity with my real Name, or with any of the 
Names I had ever gone by than black, is of Kin 
to white, except that once, as before I call'd my 
felf Mrs. Flanders, when I ſheltered myſelf in 
the Mint; but that theſe Rogues never knew, by 
| | | 2 could 


— 
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could I ever learn how they came to give me the 
Name, or what the Occaſion of it was. > 
IWas ſobn inform'd that ſome of theſe who 
were gotten faſt into Newgate, had vowed to Im- 
peach me; and as I knew that two or three of them 
were but too able to doit, I was under a great con- 
cern about it, and kept within Doors for a gcod 
while z but my Governeſs who.I always made 
Partner in my Succeſs, and who now plaid a ſure 
Game with me, for that ihe had a Share of the 
Gain, and no Share in the hazard, I ſay, my Ga- 
verneſs was ſomething impatient of my leading 
ſuch a uſeleſs unprofitable Life, as ſhe call'd it; 
and ſhe laid a new Contrivance for my going A- 
broad, and this was to Preſs me up in Mens Cloths, 
and fo put me into a new kind of Practiſe. | 
I'Was Tall and Perfonable, but a little too 
ſmooth Fac'd for a Man; however as I ſeldom 
went Abroad, but in the Night it did well enough; 
but it was a long time before I could behave in my 
new Cloths: I mean, as to my Craft; it was im- 
poſſible to be fo Nimble, ſo Ready, ſo Dexterous 
at theſe things, in a Dreſs ſo contrary to Nature+z 
and as I did every thing Clumſily, fo I had net- 
ther the ſucceſs, or the eaſineſs of Eſcape that I 
had beſore, and I reſolv'd to leave it off; but that 
Reſolution was confirm'd foon after by the fol- 
lowing Accident. | 


As my Governeſs had diſgvis'd me like a Man, "YN 4b 


ſo ſhe joyn'd me witha Man, a young Fellow that 
was. Nimble enough at his / Buſineſs, and for a- 
bout three Weeks we did very well together. Our 
principal Trade was watching Shop-Keepers 
Compters, and Slipping off any kind of Goods 
we could ſee careleſly laid any where, and we 
Made ſeveral very good * as we call'd them 

) 4 at 
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at this Work : And as we kept always together, 
ſo we grew very intimate, yet he never knew that 
'T was not a Man; nay, tho' I ſeveral times went 
home with him to his Lodgings, according as our 
buſineſs directed, and four or five times lay with 
him all Night: But our Deſign lay another way, 
and it was abſolutely neceſſary to me to conceal 
my Sex from him, as appear'd afterwards: The 


+ - Circumſtances of our Living, coming in late, and 


having ſuch and ſuch Buſineſs to A as requir'd 
that no Body ſhould be truſted with coming into 
our Lodgings, were ſich as made it impoſſible to 
me to refuſe lying with him, unleſs I wonld have 
own d'my Sex, aud as it was I effectually conceal'd 
any ſelf. . MDT: 1936407 En IT ET b 
Bur his ill, and my good Fortune, ſoon pnt 
an end to this Life, which I muſt own I was lick 
of too, on ſeveral other Accounts: We had made 
ſeveral Prizes in this new way of Buſineſs, but 
the laſt would have been extraordinary; there 
was a Shop in a certain Street which had a Ware- 
Houſe behind it that look'd into another Street, the 
Houſe making the corner of the turning. 
- THROUGH the Window of the Warchouſe-we 
ſaw lying on the Counter or Show-board which 
was Juſt before it, Five pieces of Silks, beſides 
other Stuffs, and tho? it was almoſt dark, yet the 


k People being buſie in the fore ſhop with Cuſtomers; 


had not had time to ſhut up thoſe Windows, or 
elſe had forgot it. D 
Tu Is the young Fellow was ſo overjoy'd with, 
that he could not reſtrain himſelf, it lay all with- 
in his reach he ſaid, and he ſwore violently to me 
that he.would have it, if he broke down the Houſe 
for it; I diſſwaded him a little, but ſaw there was 


no remedy, ſo he run raſnly upon it, ſli pt out a 
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Square out of the Saſh Window dexterouſhy enough; 
and without noiſe, and got out four pieces of the 
Silks, and came with them towards me, but was im- 
mediately purſued with a terrible Clutter and 
Noiſe we were ſtanding together indeed, but Thad 
not taken any of the Goods out of his Hand, when J 
ſaid to him haſtily, you are undone, fly for God 
fake, he run like Lightning, and I too, but the 
purſuit was hotter after him becauſe he had the 
Goods, than after me; he dropt two of the Pieces 
which ſtop'd them a little, but the Crowd encreas'd 
and purſued us both; they took him ſoon after 
with the other two pieces upon him, and then the 
reſt followed me; I run for it and got into my 
Governeſſes Houſe, whether ſome quick- eyed Peo- 
ple follow'd me ſo warmly as to fix me there; 
they did not immediately xnock at the Door, by 
which I got time to throw off my Diſguiſe, and 
dreſs me in my own Cloths; beſides, when they 
came there, my Governeſs, who had her Tale rea- 
dy, kept her Door ſhut, and call'd ont to them and 
told them there was no Man came in there; the 
People aftirm'd there did a Man come in there, 
and ſwore they.wonld break open the Door. 

Mx Governeſs, not at all ſurpriz'd, ſpoke 
calmly to them, told them they ſhould very 
freely come and ſearch her Houſe, if they would 
bring a Conſtable, and let in none but ſuch as the 
Conſtable would admit, for it was unreaſonable 
to let in a whole Crowd; this they could not re- 
fuſe, tho' they were a Crowd; ſo a Conſtable was 
fetch'd immediately, and ſhe very freely open'd 
tlie Door, the Conſtable kept the Door, and the 
Men he appointed ſearch'd the Houſe, my Gover- 
neſs going with them from Room to Room; when 
ſhe came to my Room ſhe call'd to me, and ſaid 


aloud , 
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aloud z Couſin, pray open the Door, here's ſome 


— that muſt come and look into your 
Om. 

IHavD alittle Girl with me, which was my 
SGoverneſſes Grand- child, as ſhe call'd her; and I 
bad her open the Door, and there fat T at work 
with a great litter of things about me, as if I had 
been at Work all Day, being my ſelf quite un- 
dreſs d, with only Night-cloaths on my Head, and 
a looſe Morning Gown wrapt about me: My Go- 
verneſs made a kind of excuſe for their diſturbing 
me, telling me partly the occaſion of it, and that 
the had no Remedy but to open the Doors to them, 
and let them ſatisſie themſelves, for all ſhe could 
ſay to them would not ſatisfie them; I ſat ſtill, 
and bid them ſearch the Room if they pleas'd, for 
1 there was any Body in the Houſe, I was ſure 


1 » they was not in my Room; and as for the reſt of 


the Houſe I had nothing to ſay to that, I did not 
underſtand what they look'd for. 

EVERY thing look d ſo innocent and ſo honeſt 
about me, that they treated me civiller than I ex- 
pected, but it was not t ill they had ſearch d the Room 
to a nicety, even under the Red, in the Bed, and 
every where elſe, where it was poſſible any thing 
cow be hid; when they had done this, and cou d 
find nothing, they ask d my Pardon for troubling 
me, and went down. 

-/'WHEN they had thus ſearched the Houſe from 
Bottom to Top, and then from Top to Bottom, 
and cou d find nothing, they appeas d the Mob 
pretty well; but they carried my Governeſs be- 
fore the Juſtice: Two Men ſwore that they ſee 
the Man, who they purſued, go into her Houſe : 
My Governeſs rattled and made a great noiſe that 
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„ber Houſe ſhould be inſulted, and that ſhe ſhould 
be uſed thus for nothing; that if a Man did come 


in, he might go out again preſently for ought ſhe 
knew, for ſhe was ready to make Oath that nd 


2 


4 Man had been within her Doors all that Day as ſhe 
knew of, and that was very true indeed; that it 
might be indeed that as ſhe was above Stairs, any 
Fellow in a Fright might find the Door open, ang. 
dnnn in for ſhelter when he was purſued, but that 
* ſne knew nothing of it; and if it had been ſo, he 
g | certainly went out again, perhaps at the other 
t Door, for ſhe had another Door into an Alley, 
1, ad fo had made his eſcape and cheated them all. 
4 THx1s was indeed probable enough, and the 
1, Þ Juſtice ſatisfied himſelf with giving her an Oath, 
xx I that ſhe had not receiv'd or admitted any Man in- 
re to her Houſe to conceal him, or protect or hide 
of him frpm Juſtice: This Oath ſhe might juſtly take, 
»t and did ſo, and ſo ſhe was diſmiſs'd. - 


Ir is caſte to judge what a fright I was in up- 
ſt on this occaſion, and it was impoſſible for my Go- 
x- verneſs ever to bring me to Dreſs in that Difzuiſs 
m again; for, as I told her, I ſhould certainly betray 
ad my ſelf, | 


18 My oor Partner in this Miſchief was now in a 
bd ; bad Caſe, for he was carried away before my Lord 


7 Mayor, and by- his Worſhip committed to New- 
5 a : 
gate, and the People that took him were fo wil- 
ling, as well as able, to Proſecute him, that they 
offer d themſelves to enter into Recogniſances to 
appear at the Seſſions, and perſue the Charge a- 
gainſt them. 

HOWE VER, be got his Indictment deferr'd, 
upon promiſe to diſcover his Accomplices, and 
particularly, the Man that was concern'd * 


(6268) 
him in this Robbery, ande fail'd not to do his 
endeavour, for he gave in my Name who he call'd 
Gabriel Spencer, which was the Name I went by 
to him, and here appear'd the Wiſdom of my con- 
cealing my Name and Sex from him, which if he 
had ever known I had been undone. * 

H did all he cou'd to diſcover this Gabriel 
Spencer; he deſcrib'd me, he diſcover'd the place 
where he ſaid I Lodg'd, and in a word; all the 
Particulars that he cou'd of my Dwelling ; but 
having conceaFd the main Circumſtances of my 
Sex from him, I had a vaſt Advantage, and he 


never cou'd hear of me; he brought two or three 


Families into Trouble by his endeavouring to find 
me out, but they knew nothing of me, any more 
than that Thad a Fellow with me that they had 
ſeen, but knew nothing of; and as for my Gover- 
neſs, tho' ſhe was the means of his coming to me, 
yet it was done at ſecond hand, and he knew no- 
thing of her. 6 | | 1 
- Tx1s turn'd to his Diſadvantage, for having 
promis'd Diſcoveries, but not being able to make 
it good, it was look'd upon as a trifling with the 
Juſtice of the City, and he was the more fiercely 
perſued by the Shopkeepers who took him. 
I Was however terribly uneaſie all this while, 
and that I might be quite out of the way, I went 
away from my Governeſſes for a while; but not 
knowing whether to wander, I took a Maid Ser- 
vant with me, and took the Stage Coach to Dun- 
fable to m old Landlord and Landlady, where J 
had liv'd ſo handſomly with my Lancaſhire Huſ- 
band: Here F told her a formal Story, that I ex- 
pected my Husband every Day from Ireland, and 
that I had ſent a Letter to him that I would 1555 
1 Him 


bim: 
certal 


per ſw 


e 5 
him at Dunſtable at her Houſe, and that he would 
certainly Land, if the Wind was fair, in a few 
Days, fo that I was come to ſpend a few Days 
with them till he ſhould come, for he would either 
come Poſt, or in the Weſt-Cheſter Coach, I knew 
not which, but which ſoever it was, he would be 
ſure to come to that Houſe to meet me. 

My Landlady was mighty glad to ſee me, and 
my Landlord made ſuch a ſtir with me; that if I 
had been a Princeſs I cou'd not have been better 
uſed, and hereI might have been welcome a Month 
or two if I had thought fit. | i 

Bu r my Buſineſs was of another Nature, I was 

very uneaſie (tho' ſo well Diſguis d that it was 
ſcarce poſlible to Dete& me) leaſt this Fellow 
ſhould ſome how or other find me out; and tho 
he cou'd not charge me with this Robbery, having 
perſwaded him not to venture, and having alſo done 
nothing in it my ſelf but run away, yet he mighbk 
have charg'd me with other things, and have 
bought his own Life at the Expence of mine. 
Tris fill'd me with horrible Apprehenſions: 
T had no Recourſe, no Friend, no Confident 
but my old Governeſs, and I knew no Remedy 
but to put my Life in her Hands, and fo I did, for 
I let her know where to ſend to me, and had ſeveral 
Letters from her while I ſtayed here, ſome of them 
almoſt ſcar'd me out of my Wits; but at laſt ſhe 
ſent me the Joyful News that he was hang'd, which 
27 beſt News to me that I had heard a great 
while. 

LH a Þ ſtay'd here five Weeks, and liv'd very 
comfortably indeed, (the ſecret Anxiety of m 
Mind excepted) but when I receiv'd this Letter I 
look d pleaſantly again, and told my Lande 
| taat 


nr 
Der 
r 


would not 


ed, and 1 came merry enough to 


SP. ee 
that 1 had receiv'd a Letter from my Spouſe in 
Ireland, that I had the good News of his being 
very well, but had the bad News that his bulineß 


permit him to come away fo ſoon as he 
expected, and ſo I was like to go back again with. 
out him. 4 * 
Mx Landlady complemented me upon the 
News however, that T had heard he was 
well, for I have obſery'd, Madam, ſays ſbe, you 
han't been fo pleaſant as you us'd to be; you 
have been over Head and Ears in Care for him, 
I dare lay, ſays the good Woman ; "tis eaſie to be 
ſeen there's an alteration in you for the better, 
ſays ſhe : Well, I am forry the Eſquire can't come 
et, ſays my Landlord, T ſhould have been hearti- 
y glad to have ſeen him, but Thope, when you 


have certain News of his ore, you'll take a 


ſtep hither again, Madam, ſays be, you ſhall be 
yo welcome whenever you pleaſe to come. 
WIT E all theſe fine Complements we part- 
London, and 
found my Governeſs as well pleas'd as I was; and 
now ſhe told me ſhe would never recommend an 


Partner to me again, for ſhe always found, fb: 


ſaid, that I had the beſt luck when I ventur'd 
y my ſelf; and ſo indeed I had, for I was fſel- 
dom in any Danger when I was by my ſelf, or if I 
was, I got out of it with more Dexterity than 
when I was entangled with the dull Meaſures of 
other People, wo had perhaps leſs forecaft, and 
were more raſh and impatient than I; for tho'! 
had as much Courage to venture as any of them, 
yet I uſed more caution before I nndertook 
thing, and had more Preſence of Mind when I was 
to bringmy ſelf off. a” 


| 
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1 Have often wondered even at my own hardis 


neſs another way, that when all my Companions 


were ſurpriz d, and fell ſo ſuddainly into the Hand 
of Juſtice, and that I ſonarrowly eſcap'd, yet I could 
not all that while enter into one ſerious Reſolution 
to leave off this Trade, and eſpecially Conſidering 
that I was now very far from being poor, that the 
Temptation of Neceſſity, which is generally the 
Introduction of all ſuch Wickedneſs was now re- 
mov'd , for I had near 5ool. 1 me in ready Mo- 
ney, on which I might have liv'd very well, if 
I had thought fit to have retir d; but I ſay, I had 
not ſo much as the leaſt inclination to leave 
off; no not ſo much as I had before when I had 
but 2001. before-hand, and when I had no ſuch 
frightful Examples before my Eyes as theſe were 
From hence tis Evident to me, that when once we 
are harden'd in Crime, no Fear can affect us, no 
Example give us any warning. VI 
IHA p indeed one Comrade, whoſe Fate went 
very near me for a good while, tho I wore it off 
too in time, that Caſe was indeed very unhappy; 
T had made a Prize of a Piece of very good Da- 
mask in a Mercers Shop, and went clear off myſelf, 
but had convey'd the Peice to this Companion of 
mine, when we went out of the Shop, and ſhe went 
one way, and I went another: We had not been 
long out of the Shop, but the Mercer miſt his 
Peice of Stuff, and ſent his Meſſengers, one, one 
way, and one another, and they preſently ſeiz'd 
her that had the Peice, with the Damask upon 
her; as for me, I had very Luckily ſtep'd into a 
Houſe where there was a Lace Chamber, up one 
Pair of Stairs, and had the Satisfaction, or the 
Terror indeed of looking out of the Window upon. 
the Noiſe they made, and ſeeing the poor Crea- 
* ture 


3 1 
ture drag'd away in Triumph tb the Juſtice, who 

Immediately committed her to Newgate, 
7 I'Was careful to attempt nothing in the Lace- 
Chamber, but tumbl'd their Goods pretty much 
to ſpend time; then bought a few Tards of Eds: 
ing, and paid for it; and came away very ſad 
Hearted indeed; for the poor Woman, who was 
in Tribulation for what I only had ſtolen: 
HERE again my old Caution ſtood me in good 
ſtead; Namely, that tho I often robb'd with 
theſe People, yet I never let them know who I 
was, or where I Lodg'd , nor could they ever find 
out my Lodging, +tho* they often endeavour'd to 
Watch me to it. They all knew me bythe Name of 
Moll Flanders, tho even - ſome of them rather be- 
liev'd I was ſhe, than knew me to be ſo; my Name 
was publick among them indeed; but how to find me 
out they knew not, nor ſo much as how to gueſs at 
my Quarters, whether they were at the Eaſt-End 
of the Town, or the Weſt; and this warineſs 
was my ſafety upon all theſe Occaſions. 
IKE T cloſe. a great while upon the Occa- 
fon of this Womans diſaſter ; I knew that if 
I ſhould do any thing that ſhould Miſcarry, 
and ſhould be carried to Priſon ſhe would be 
there, and ready to Witneſs againſt me, and per: 
haps ſave her Life at my Expence; I conſider d 
that I began to be very well known by Name at 
the: Old Baily; tho* they did not know my Face; 
and that if I thould fall into their Hands, I ſhould 
be treated as an old Offender z and for this:Rea- 
fon, I was reſolv'd to ſee what this poor Creatures 
Fate ſhould be before I ſtirrd Abroad, tho“ ſeve: 
ral times in her Diſtreſs I convey d Money to het 
for her Relief, eo 0 


Ar 


, * 
” ad * 
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Ar length ſhe came to her Tryal, ſhe plead- 


ed ſhe did not ſteal the Things; but that one Mrs. 

landers, as ſhe heard her call'd, (for ſhe did not 
know her) gave the Bundle to her after they 
came out of the Shop, and bad her carry it Home 
to'her Lodging. They ask'd her where this Mrs, 
Flanders Was? but ihe could not produce her, neither 
could ſhe give the leaſt Account of me; and the 
Mercers Men {wearing poſitively that ſhe was in 
the Shop when the Goods were ſtolen ; that they 
immediately miſs'd them, and purſu'd her, and 
found them upon her; Thereupon the Jury brought 
her in Guilty; but the Court conſidering that the 
really was not the Perſon that ſtole the Goods, 
an inferiour Aſſiſtant, and that it was very poſſi- 
ble ſhe could not find out this Mrs. Flanders, 


meaning me, tho it would ſave her Life, which in- 


deed was true; I ſay conſidering all this, they 
allow'd her to be be Tranſported, which was the 
utmoſt Favour ſhe could obtain, only that the 


Court told her, that if ſhe could in the mean 


time produce the ſaid Mrs. Flanders, they would 
intercede for her Pardon, that is to ſay, if ſhe 
could find me out, and hang me, ſhe ſeuld not 
be Tranſported: This I took care to make im- 
poſſible to her, and ſo ſhe was Shipp'd off in 
purſuance of her Sentence a little while after. 

I Musr repeat it again, that the Fate of this 
poor Woman troubl'd me exceedingly ; and I be- 


pan to be very penſive, knowing that I was real- 


ly the Inftrument of her diſaſter , but the Pre- 


ſervation of my own Life, which was fo evident- 
7 in Danger, took off all my tenderneſs ; and 
ceing ſhe was not put to Death, I was very eaſie 


at her Tranſportaion, becauſe ſhe was then 
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6 
out of the way of doing me any Miſchief what- 
ever ſhould happen. | 

Tre Diſaſter of this Woman was fome Months 
before that of the laſt recited Story, and was in- 
. deed partly the Occaſion of my Governeſs pro- 

poſing to Dreſs)me up in Mens Cloths, that I might 


go abont unobſerv'd, as indeed I did; but I was 


ſoon tir'd of that Diſguiſe, as I have ſaid, for in- 
deed it expos'd me to too many Difficulties. 


I Was now ealie, as to all Fear of Witneſles 


aganſt me, for all thoſe, that had either been con- 
cern'd with me, or that knew me by the Name of 
Moll Flanders, were either hang'd or Tranſported ; 
and if I ſhould have had the Misfortune to be taken, 
I might call myſelf any thing elſe, as well as Moll 
Flanders, and no old Sins could be plac'd to my 
Account}; fo I began to run a Tick again, wit 
the more freedom, and ſeveral ſncccfsful Adven- 
turers I made, tio” not ſuch as IJ had made before. 
WE had at that time another Fire happen'd 
not a great way off from the Place where my 
Governeſs liv'd, and T made an attempt there, as 
before, but as I was not ſoon enough before the 
Crowd of People came in, and conld not get to 
the Houſe I aim'd at, inſtead of a Prize, I got a 
miſchief, which had almoſt put a Period to my 
Life, and all my wicked doings together; for the 
Fi e being very furious, and the People in a great 
Fright in removing their Goods, and throwing 


tem out of Window; a Wench from out of a 


Window threw a Featherbed juſt upon me; it is 
true, the Bed being ſoft it broke no Bones; but 
as the weight was great, and made greater by the 
Fall, it beat me down, and laid me dead for 
while; nor did the People concern themſelves much 
to deliver me from it, or to recover me at all; but! 
lay like one Dead and neglected a good ves till 

ome 
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ſome body going to remove the Bed out of the 
way, helped me up ; it was indeed a wonder the 
People in the Houſe had not thrown other Goods 
out after it, and which might have fallen upon 
it, and then I had been inevitably kill'd; but I 
was reſerved for further Afflictions. 


for that time, and I came Home tomy Governeſs 
very much hurt, and Bruiſed, and Frighted to the 
laſt degree, and it was a gcod while before ſhe 
could ſet me upon my Feet again. 

Ir was now a Merry time of the Year, and- Bar- 


3 tholomew Fair was begun; I had never made any 
, Walks that Way, nor was the common Part of the 
[ Fair of much Ac vantage to me; but I took a turn 


this Lear into the Cloiſters, and among the reſt, I fell 
into one of the Raffling Shops: It was a thing of 


' no great Conſequence to me, nor did J expect to 
make much of it; but there came a Gentleman 
d extreamly well Dreſs'd, and very Rich, and as tis 
7 frequent to talk to every Body in thoſe Shops he 
48 ſingl'd me out, and was very particular with me; 
1e firſt told he me he would put in for me to Raffle, and 
to did ſo; and ſome ſmall matter coming to his Lot, 
'A he preſented it to me, I think it was a Feather 
y Muff: Then he continu'd to keep talking to me with 
he a more than common Appearance of Reſpect ; but 
at ſtill very civil and much like a Gentleman. * 
vg HE held me in talk fo long till at laſt he drew 
a me out of the Raffling Place to the Shop-Door, 
is and then to take a walk in the Cloiſter, ſtill talk- 
put ing of a Thouſand things Curſorily without any 
he thing to the purpoſe ; at laſt he told me that 


withont Complement he was charin'd/with my 
Company, and ask'd me if I durſt truſt myſelf 


= T 2 honour 


Tx1s Accident however ſpcil'd my Market 


in a Coach with him; he told me he was a Maw of 
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BESS oe, 
Fonour, and would not offer any thing to me un- 
becoming him as ſuch: I ſeem'd to decline it a 
while, but ſuffer'd myſelf to be importun'd a 
little, and then yielded. * 

I Was at a loſs in my Thoughts to conclude at 
firſt what this Gentleman defign'd , but I found af- 
terward he had had ſome drink in his Head}; and that 
he was not very unwilling to have ſome more : 
He carried me in the Coach to the Spring-Garden, 
at Auight's-Bridge, where we walk'd in the Gar- 
dens, and he Treated me very handſomely , but 
I found be drank very freely, he preſs'd me alſo to 
drink, but I declin'd it. 

HiTHERTo he kept his Word with me, and of- 
fer'd me nothing amiſs ; wexame away in the 
Coach again, and he brought me into the Streets 
and by this time it was near Ten a- Clock at Night, 
and he ſtop'd the Coach at a Houſe, where it 
ſeems he was acquainted and where they made 
no ſcruple to ſhow us up Stairs into a Room with 
a Bed in it; at firſt I ſeem'd to be unwilling 
go up, but after a few Words, I yielded to that 
too, being indeed willing to fee the End of it, and 
in Hopes to make ſomething of it at laſt ; as for 


the Bed, c. I was not much concern'd about 


that Part. | W * N 
Hex he began to be a little freer with me than 
he had promis'd , and J by little and little yielded 
to every thing, ſo that in aWord, he did what he 
pleas'd with me; I need ſay no more; all this 
while he drank freely too, and about One in the 
Morning we went into the Coach again; the Air, 
and the ſhaking of the Coach made the Drink he 
had get more up in his Head than it was before, 
and * grewuneaſy in the Coach, and was for acting 
over again, whathe had been doing before; but as 


wo 
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T thovght my Game now ſecure, Ireſiſted him, and 
brought him to be a little ſtill, which had not 
laſted five Minutes, but he fell faſt aſleep. 
I Tock this opportunity to ſearch him to a Ni- 
cety; I took a gold Watch, with a ſilk Purſe of 
Gold, his fine full bottom Perrewig, and ſilver 
fring'd Gloves, his Sword, and fine Snuff-box, and“ 
gently opening the Coach-door, ſtood ready to jump 
out while the Coach was going on; but the Coach 
ſtopping in the narrow Street beyond Temple- Bar 
to let another Coach paſs, I got ſoftly out, faſten'd 
the Door again, and gave my Gentleman and the 
Coach the ſlip both together, and never hcard- 
more of them. | | 
TxH1s was an Adventure indeed unlook'd for, and 
perfectly undeſign'd by me; tho* I was not ſo paſt 
the Merry part of Life, as to forget how to be- 
have, when a Fop ſo blinded by his Appetite 
ſhonld not know an old Woman from a young: 
I did not indeed look ſo old as I was by ten or 
twelve Year; yet I was not a young Wench of 
Seventcen, and it was eaſie enough to be diſtin- 
gnſh'd : There is nothing ſo abſurd, ſo ſur- 
| feiting, fo ridiculous as a Man heated by Wine in 
, his Head, and a wicked Guſt in his Inclination 
together; he is in the poſſeſſion of two Devils 
at once, and can no more govern himſelf by his 
Reaſon than a Mill can Grind without Water; Hig 
Vice tramples upon all that was in him that had 
any good in it, if any ſuch thing there was; nay, 
his very Senſe is blinded by its own Rage, and 
he acts Abſurdities even in his View; ſuch is 
Drinking more, when he is Drunk already; pick- 
ing up a common Woman, without regard to 
what the is, or who ſhe is; whether Sound or 
rotten, Clean or Unclean; whether Ugly or 
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Handſome, whether Old or Young, and ſo blind - to 

ed, as not really to diſtinguiſh ; ſuch a Man is he 

worſe than Lunatick; prompted by his vicious cor- W. 

rupted Head he no more knows what, he is do- gl 

ing, than this Wretch of mine knew when I ca 

4 pick'd his Pocket of his Watch and his Purſe of th 

Gold, 5 26 ba 

Tursk are the Men of whom Solomon ſays, ſel 

they go like an Ox to the ſlaughter, till a Dart ſtrikes up 

through their Liver; an admirable Deſcription, by the the 

way, ef the foul Diſeaſe, which is a poiſonous deadly he 

Contagion mingling with the Blood, whoſe Cen- fe: 

ter or Fountain is in the Liver; from whence, by hat 

the ſwift Circulation of the whole Maſs, that ne. 

iq dreadful nauceous Plague ſtrikes immediately thro' he, 
«4 his Liver, and his Spirits are infected, his Vitals | 

ſtab'd thro' as with a Daxt. the 

4 II is true this poor unguarded Wretch' was in ha 

1 ro Danger from, me, tho' I was greatly apprehen- de! 

ſtve at firſt, of what Danger J might be in from Co 

0 him; but he was really to be pityed in one re- | 

ſpect, that he ſeem'd to be a good ſort of a Man ten 

in himſelf; a Gentleman that had no harm in his are 

Deſign; a Man of Senſe, and of a fine Behaviour; the 

a comely handſome Perſon, a ſober ſolid Counte- the 

nance, a charming beautiful Face, and every thing Inc 

that cou'd be agreeable ; only had unhappily had no 

ſome Drink the Night before, had not been in we! 

Bed, as he told me when we were together, was her 

hot, and his Blood fird with Wine, and in that ſhe 

Condition his Reaſon as it were afleep, had given be 

him up. 5 ̃ 2 for 

As for me, my Buſineſs was his Money, and 92 

what I could mike of him, and after that if I aF 

could have fonnd out any way to have done it, I Wh. 

would have ſent him ſafe home to his Houſe, and vey 


to 


| % 
to his Family, for twas ten to one but he had an 
honeſt virtuous Wife, and innocent Children, that 
were anxious for his Safety, and would have been 
glad to have gotten him Home, and have taken 
care of him, till he was reſtor'd to himſelf; and 
then with what Shame and Regret would he look 
back upon himſelf? how would he reproach him- 
{elf with aſſociating himſelf with a Whore ? pick'd 
up in the worſt of all Holes, the Cloiſter, amon 
the Dirt and Filth of all the Town ? how woul 
he be trembling for fear he had got the Pox, for 
fear a Dart had ſtruck throngh his Liver, and hate 
himſelf every time he look'd back upon the Mad- 
neſs and Brutality of his Debauch ? how would 
he, if he had any Principles of Honour, as I vert- 
ly believe he had, I ſay how would he abhor 
the Thought of giving any ill Diſtemper, if he 
had it, as for ought he knew he might, to his Mo- 
deſt and Virtuous Wife, and thereby ſowing the 
Contagion in the Life-· blood of his Poſterity? 
Vo v LD ſuch Gentlemen but conſider the con- 
temprible Thoughts which the very Women they 


are concern'd with, in ſuch Caſes as theſe, have of 


them, it wou'd be a ſirfeit to them: As I ſaid above, 
they value not the Pleaſure, they are rais'd by no 
Inclination to the Man, the paſſive Jade thinks of 
no Pleaſure but the Money; and when he is as it 
were drunk in the Extaſies of his wicked Pleaſure, 
her Hands are in his Pockets ſearching for what 
ſhe can find there; and of which he can no more 
be ſenſible in the Moment of his Folly, than he can 
fore-think of it when he goes about it. 

I KNEw a Woman that was ſo dexterous with 


a Fellow, who indeed deſerv'd no better uſage, that | 


while he was buſie with her. another way, con- 


vey d his Purſe with twenty Guineas in it out of 


T4 his 
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his Fob Pocket, where he had put it for fear of 


her, and put another Purſe with guilded Counters 
in it into the room of it: After he had done, he 
fays to her, now han't yon pick'd my Pocket? 
ſhe jeſted with him, and told him ſhe ſuppos'd he 
had not much to looſe , he put his Hand to his 


Fob, and with his Fingers felt that his Purſe was 


there, which fully ſatisfy'd him, and fo ſhe brought 
off his Money; and this was a Trade with her, the 
kept a ſham Gold Watch, that is a Watch of Silver 
Guilt, and a Purſe of Counters in her Pocket to 
be ready on all ſuch Occaſions; and I doubt not 
practis'd it with Succeſs. 

ICaMeE home with this laſt Booty to my.Go- 
verneſs, and really when I told her the Story it 
H affected her, that ſhe was hardly able to forbear 
Tears, to think how ſuch a Gentleman run a daily 
Riſque of being undoiſe, every time a Glaſs of 
Wine got into his Head. 

Bo r as to the Purchaſe I got, and how entire- 
ly I ſtript him, ſhe told me it pleas'd her wonder- 
fully; nay, Child, ſays fbe, the uſage may, for 

. ought I know, do more to reform him, than all the 

.Sermons that ever he will hear in his Life, and if 

the remainder of the Story be true, ſo it did. 

I Fou p the next Day ſhe was wonderful in- 
quifitive about this Gentleman; the deſcription I 
had given her of him, his Dreſs, his Perſon. his 
Face, every thing concur'd to make her think of 
a Gentleman whoſe Character ihe knew, and Fa- 
mily too; ſhe mus'd a while, and I going ſtill on 
with the Particulars, ſhe ſtarts up, ſays ſbe, I'll 
lay a Hundred Pound I know the Gentleman. 
IA ſorry you do, ſays J, for I would not have 
him expos'd on any account in the World; he has 

had Injury enough already by me, and I would 
7 | | not 
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not be inſtrumental to do him any more: No, no 
ſays ſbe, T will do him no Injury, I aſſure you, 
but you may let me ſatisfie my Curioſity a little, 
for if it is he, I warrant you I find it out: I was 
a little ſtartled at that, and told her with an ap: 

arent concern in my Face, that by the ſame Rule 

e might find me out, and then I was undone : 
ſhe return'd warmly, why, do you think I will be- 
tray you, Child? No, no, ſays ſhe, not for all he 
is worth in the World; I have kept your Counſel 
in worſe things than theſe, ſure you may truſt me 
in this: So Ifaid no more at that time. 

SHE laid her Scheme another way, and with- 
out acquainting me of it, but ſhe was reſolv'd to 
find it out, if poſſible; ſo ihe goes to a certain 
Friend of hers who was acquainted in the Family, 
that ſhe gueſs'd at, and told her Friend ihe had 
{ome extraordinary buſineſs with ſuch a Gentle- 
man (who by the way was no leſs than a Baronet, 
and of a very good Family) and that ſhe knew not 
how to come at him without ſomebody to intro- 
duce her : Her Friend promis'd her very readily 
to do it, and accordingly goes to the Houſe to ſee 
if the Gentleman was in Town, 

IA E next Day ſhe comes to my Governeſs and 
tells her, that Sir was at Home, but that 


he had met with a Diſaſter and was very ill, and 


there was no ſpeaking with him ; what Diſaſter, 
ſays my Governeſs baſtily, as if ſhe was ſurpriz d at 
it? Why, ſays ber Friend, he had been at Hamp- 
ſtead to Viſit a Gentleman of his Acquaintance, 
and as he came back again he was ſet upon and 
Robb'd; and having got a little Drink too, as 
they ſuppoſe, the Rogues abus'd him, and he is 


very ill: Robb'd, ſays my Governeſs, and what did 
they take from him; why, ſays ber Friend, wy 
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much: Ay, ſays my Governeſs, nay. then 


his Head „  fays 
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took his Gold Watch, and his Gold Snuff-borx, 
his fine Perriwig, and what Money he had in his 
Pocket, which was conſiderable to be ſure, for 
Sir —— — never goes without a Purſe of Guineas 
about him. 

PS raw! ſays my old Governeſs jeering, I. 


Warrant you he has got drunk now and got a 


Whore, and ſhe has pick'd his Pocket, and fo he 


comes home to his Wife and tells her he has been 


Robb'd; that's an old ſham, a thouſand ſuch tricks 


are put upon the poor Women every Day. 


Fx E, ſays ber Friend, I find you don't know 
Sir ——,, why he is as Civil a Gentleman, there 
3s not a finer Man, nor a ſoberer grave modeſter 
Perſon in the whole City; he abhors ſuch things, 
there's no Body that knows him will think ſuch a 
thing of him: Well, well, ſays myGoverneſs, that's 
none of my Buſineſs, if it wag, I warrant I ſhould 


find there was ſomething of that kind in it; your 


Modeſt Men in common Opinion are ſometimes 
no better than other People, only they keep a 
better Character, or if you pleaſe, are the better 
Hypocrites. is 
No, no, ſays ber Friend, I can aſſure you Sir 
'—— 1s no Hy pocrite, he is really an honeſt ſober 
Gentleman, and he has certainly been Robb'd : 
Nay, ſays my e it may he he has, it is no 
Buſineſs of mine I tell you; I only want to ſpeak 
with him, my Buſineſs is of another Nature; but, 
ſays ber Friend, let your Buſineſs be of what na- 
ture it will, you cannot ſee him yet, for he is not 
t to be ſeen, for he is very ill, and mee 


N 


fallen into bad Hands to be Wen thes Me 
ask d gravely, pray where is he bruiſed? in 
5 5 oy Friend, and one of ue 
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and his Face, for they us'd him barbarouſly. Poor 
Gentleman, ſays my Governeſs, T muſt wait then 
till he recovers, and adds, I hope it will not be 
long, for I want very much to ſpeak with him. 

AWAY ſhe comes to me and tells me this Sto- 
ry, I have found out your fine Gentleman, and a 
"Af Gentleman he was, ſays ſh?, but Mercy on 
him, he is in a ſad pickle now, I wonder what the 
D— 1 you have done to him; why you have al- 
moſt kill'd him: I look'd at her with diſorder 
enough; L kill'd him! ſays I, you muſt miſtake the 


Perſon, T am ſure I did nothing to him, he was 


very well when J left him, ſaid I, only drunk and 
Faſt aſleep; I know nothing of that, ſays ſhe, but 
he is in a ſad pickle now, and ſo ſhe told me all 
that her Friend had ſaid to her : Well then, ſays 


I, he fell into bad Hands after I left him, for I 
am ſure I left him ſafe enough. "A 


* 
a 


ABoUT ten Days after, or a little more, my Go- 
verneſs goes again to her Friend, to introduce her 
to this Gentleman; ſhe had enquir'd other ways 
in the mean time, and found that he was about 
again, if not abroad again, ſo ſhe got leave to 
ſpeak with him. 

SRE was a Woman of an admirable Addreſs, 
and wanted no Body to introduce her; ſhe told 
her Tale much better than I ſhall be able to tell 
it for her, for ſhe was a Miſtreſs of her Tongue, 
as I have ſaid already: She told him that ſhe 
came, tho' a Stranger, with a ſingle deſign of do- 
ing him a gervice, and he ſhould find ſhe had no 
other ud in it; that as ſhe came purely on ſo 
Feta an account, ſhe beg'd a promiſe from him, 


tit ek hedid not accept what ſhe ſhould officionſly 
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propoſe, he would not take ill, that ſhe meets 
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with what was not her Buſineſs, ſhe aſſur'd him that 
yy what ſhe had to ſay was a Secret that belong'd to 
him only, ſo whether he accepted her offer or not, 
it ſhould remain a Secret to-all the World, unlefs 
he expos'd it himſelf ; nor ſhould his refuſi - 
Service in it, make her ſo little ſhow her Rel ct, 
as to do him the leaſt Injury, ſo that he ſhould be 
entirely at liberty to act as he thought fit. 

He look'd very ſhy at firſt, and ſaid he knew 
nothing that related to him that requir'd much 
ſecreſie; that he had never done any Man any 
wrong, and card not what any Body might ſay 


of him; that it was no part of his Character to be 


unjuſt to any Body, nor could he imagine in what 
any Man cou'd render him any Service; but that 
if it was ſo diſintereſted a Service as ſhe ſaid; he 
could not take it ill from any one that they ſhou]d 
endeavour to ſerve him; ang ſo, as it were, left 


her at liberty either to tell him, or not to tell 


him, as ſhe thought fit. | 

SRE found him ſo perfectly indifferent, that 
Me was almoſt afraid to enter into the point with 
him; but however, after ſome other Circumlocu- 
tions, ſhe told him, that by a ſtrange and unac- 
countable Accident ſhe came to have a particular 
knowledge of the late unhappy Adventure he had 
fallen into; and that in ſuch a manner, that there 
was no Body in the World but herſelf and him 
that were acquainted with it, no not the very Per- 
ſon that was with him. od 
He look'd a little angrily at firſt, what Ad- 
venture? . ſaid he; why, Sir, ſaid ſhe, of your be 
ing Robb'd coming from Knightsh#—— , Hampſtead, 
Sir, I ſhould ſay, ſays ſhe, be not dene Sir, 
ſays foe, that I am able to tell you every ſtep you 
took that Day from the Cloyſter im "Smuthjield, 5 
F — 


you t 


— 
the Spring-Garden at Knightsbridge, and therice to 
the —— in the Strand, and how you were left 


aſleep in the Coach afterwards ; I ſay let not this 
ſurprize you, for Sir I do not come to make a 


Booty of you, I ask nothing of you, and I aſſure 


you the Woman that was with you knows nothing 


- who you are, and never ſhall ; and yet perhaps I 


may ſerve you farther ſtill, for I did not come 
barely to let you know, that I was inform'd of 
theſe things, as if I wanted a Bribe to conceal 
them; aſſure your ſelf, Sir, ſaid ſhe, that whatever 
you think fit to do or ſay to me, it ſhall be all a 


ſecret as it is, as much as if I were in my Grave. 


HE was aſtoniſh'd at her Diſcourſe, and ſaid 
raed to her, Madam, you are a Stranger to me, 
ut it is very unfortunate, that you ſhould be let 


into the Secret of the worſt action of my Life, 
and a thing that Iam ſo juſtly aſham'd of, that the 


only ſatisfaction of it to me was, that I thought 
it was known only to God and my own Conlci- 
ence: Pray, Sir, ſays ſhe, do not reckon the Diſ- 
covery of it to me, to be any part of your Misfor- 
tune; it was a thing, I believe, you were ſur- 
priſed into, and perhaps the Woman us'd ſome 
Art to prompt you to it; however, you will ne- 
ver find any juſt Cauſe, ſaid ſhe, to repent that T 
came to hear of it; nor can your own Mouth be 
more ſilent in it than I have been, and ever 
ſhall be. 

WELL, ſays he, but let me do ſome Juſtice to 
the Woman too, whoever ſhe is, I do aſſure you 
ſhe prompted me to nothing, ſhe rather dechn'd 
me, it was my own Folly and Madneſs that 
brought me into it all, ay and brought her into it 


too; I muſt give her her due ſo far, as to what 
ſhe took fron me, I cou'd expect no leſs from her 


in 
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in the condition I was in, and to this Hour I know 
not whether ſhe Robb'd me or the Coachman ; if 
the: did it I forgive her, and I think all Gentle: 
men that do ſo, ſhould-be us'd in the ſame manner; 
but I am more concern'd for ſome other things 
than J am for all that ſhe took from me. | 
Mx Governeſs now began to come into the 
whole matter, and he open'd himſelf freely to her; 
firſt, ihe ſaid to him, in anſwer to what he had 
faid about me, Iam glad Sir you are ſo juſt to the 
Perſon that you were with; I aſſure you ſhe is a 
Gentlewoman, and no Woman of the Town; and 
however you prevail'd with her ſo far as you did, 
I am ſure tis not her Practiſe , you run a great 
venture indeed, Sir, but if that be any part of 
your Care, I am: perſwaded you may be perfectly 
eaſie, for I dare aſſure you no Man has touched her, 
before you, ſince her Husband, and he has been 
dead now almoſt eight Year: _ —_ 
IT appear'd that this was his Grievance, and 
that he was in a very great fright about it; how- 
ever, when my Governeſs ſaid this to him he ap- 
peared very well pleaſed; and ſaid, well, Madam, to 
be plain with you, if I was fatisfy'd of that, I 
ſhould not fo,much value what I loſt, for as to 
that, the Temptation was great, and perhaps ſhe 
was poor and wanted it : If the had not been poor 
Sir — , ſays my Governeſs, T aſſure you ſhe would 
never have yielded to you, and as her Poverty 
firſt prevailed with her to let you do as you did, 
ſo the ſame Poverty prevail'd with her to pay her 
ſelf at laſt, when ſhe ſaw you was in ſuch a Conditi- 
on, that if ſhe had not done it, perhaps the next 
Coach-man or Chair- man might have done it. 
WELL, ſays be, much . may it do her; I ſay 
again, all tie Gentlemen that do ſo, ought to ho 
N us 
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us'd in the ſame manner, and then they would be 
cautious of themſelves; I have no more concern a- 
bout it, but on the ſcore which you hinted at before, 
Madam: Here he entred into ſome freedoms with 
her on the Subject of what paſs'd between us, 
which are not ſo proper for a Woman to write, 
and the great Terror that was upon his Mind 
with relation to his Wife, for fear he ſhould have 
receiv'd any Injury from me, and ſhould commu- 
nicate it farther; and ask'd her at laſt if ſhe cou'd 
not procure him an opportunity to ſpeak with me; 
my Governeſs gave him farther aſſurances of my 
being a Woman clear from any ſuch thing, and 
that he Was as entirely ſafe in that -reſpe&, as he 


Was with his own Lady; but as for ſeeing me, 


ſhe ſaid it might be of dangerous conſequence; but 
however, that ſhe would talk with me, and let 


uin now my Anſwer ; uſing at the ſame time 
Tome Arguments to perſwade him not to deſire it, 


and that it cou'd be of no Service to him; ſeeing 
ſh&hop'd he had no deſire to renew a Correſpon- 
dence with me, and that on my account. it was a 
kind of putting my Life in his Hands. 

HE told her, he had a great deſire to fee me, 
that he would give her any aſſurances that were in 
his Power, not to take any Advantages of me, 
and that in the firſt place he would give me a ge- 
neral releaſe from all Demands of any kind; ſhe 
infiſted how it might tend to a farther divulging 
the Secret, and might in the end be injurious to 
him, entreating him not to preſs for it, ſo at length - 


he deſiſted. | 


THE had ſome Diſcourſe upon the Subject of 
the things he had loſt, and he ſeem'd to be very 


deſirous of his Gold Watch, and told her if ſhe cou'd 


procure that for him, he would willingly give as 
5 much 
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much for it as, it was worth, ſhe told him ſhe 
would 9 to procure it for him and leave 
the valuing it to himſelf. ö 1 

ACCORDINGLY the next Day ſhe carried the 
Watch, and he gave her 30 Guineas for it, which 
was more than I ſhould have been able to make of 
it, tho” it ſeems it coſt much more; he ſpoke 
ſomething of his Perriwig, which it ſeems coſt him 
threeſcore Guineas, and his Snuff/box, and in a 
few Days more, ſhe carried them too; which 
oblig d him very much, and he gave her Thirty 
more, the next Day I ſent him his fine Sword, 
and Cane Gratis, and demanded nothing of him, 
but I had no mind to ſee him, unleſs it had been 
fo, that he might be ſatisfy d I knew who he was, 
which he was not willing to. 

Tux x he entered into along Talejwith her of the 
manner how ſhe came to know all this matter; ſhe 
_ form'd a long Talk of that part; how ſhe had it 
from one, that I had told the whole Story to; and 


that was to help me diſpoſe of the Goods, and 


this Confident brought the Things to her, the 
being by Profeſſion a Pawn-Brokerg and ſhe hear- 
ing of his Worſhip's diſſaſter, gueſs'd at the 
thing in general; that having gotten the Things 
into her Hands, ſhe had reſolv'd to come and try as 
ſhe had done: She then gave Kim repeated Aſſu- 
rances that it ſhould never go out of her Mouth, 
and tho ſhe knew the Woman very well, yet 
the had not let her know, meaning me, any 
thing of it; that 7s to ſay, who the Perſon was, 
which by the way was falſe ; but however it was 
not to his Damage, for I never open'd my Mouth 
of it to any Body, | 
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1 H 4D a great many Thoughts i in my Head a a. 
ut my ſeeing him again, and was often ſorry 


that I had refus'd it; I was perſwaded that if 1 
had ſeen him, and let him know that I knew 
him, I ſhould have made ſome Advantage of him, 
and perhaps have had ſome Maintenance from 
him ; and tho* it was a Life wicked enough, yet 


it was not ſo full of Danger as this I was engag d 
in. - However thoſe Thoughts. wore off, and I de- 
clin'd ſeeing him again, for that time; but my Go- 
verneſs ſaw him often, and he was very kind to her, 
giving | her, ſomething almoſt every time he ſaw 
er ; one time in particular ſhe found m very 
Merry ; And as ſhe thought he had ſome Wine in 
his Head „and he preſs d her again very earneſtly 
o let him ſee te Woman, that as be ſaid, had 
witch'd him ſo that Night z my Governeſs, 
who was from the beginning for my ſeeing him, 
told him, he was ſo deſirous of it, thatſhe could al- 
moſt yield to it, if ſhe cou d prevail upon me; ad- 


ding that if he would pleaſe to come to her Houſe in 


the. Evening ſhe would endeavour it, upon his re- 
peated Aſſurances of forgetting what was paſs d. 

ACCoRDINGLY ſhe came to me and told me 
all the Diſcourſe, in Hort, ſhe ſoon byaſs d me 
to conſent, in a Caſe which I had ſome regret in 
my mind for declining before : ſo J prepar d to 
ſee him ; I dreſsꝰd me to all the Advantage ſſij- 
ble I affure you, and for the firſt time us d a little 


Art; I ſay for the firſt time, for I had never 


yielded to. the baſeneſs of Paint before, having 

always had vanity — to believe I had no 
need 4 | —_— 

A x the Hour appointed he came; and as ſhe 

e d before, ſo it was plain ftill, that he had 

1 drink ing, tho very far from what we * 
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being in drink: He appear'd exceeding pleas'd to 
ſee me, and enter'd into a long Dif-ourſe with 
me, upon the old Affair, I beg'd his pardon ve 
often, for my fhare of it; protefted I had not any 
ſuch deſign when firſt I met him; that I had 
not gone out with him, but that- I took him for 
aà very civil Gentleman; and that he made me ſo 
- many: promiſes of offering no uncivility to me. 


HE alledg'd the - Wine he drank, and that he 


ſcarce knew what che did, and that if it had not 
been ſo, I ſhould never have let him take the free- 
dom with me that he had done: He proteſted to 
me that he never touch'd any Woman but me 
ſince he was married to his Wife, and it was a 
ſurpriſe upon him; Complimented me upon be- 
ing fo. particularly agreeable to him, and the 
Uke, andtalk'd fo much of that kind, till T found 
he had talk'd himſelf almoſt into a temper to do 
the ſame thing over again: But I took him up 


' ſhort; I proteſted I had never ſuffer d any Man to 


touch me ſince my Husband died, which was near 
eight Near; he ſaid he believed it to be ſo truly; and 
- added that Madam, had intimated as much to him, 
and that it was his Opinion of that part which 
made him deſire to ſee me again; and that ſince 
he had once broke in upon his Vertue with me, 
and found no ill Confequences, he cou'd be ſafe in 
venturing there again; and fo in ſhort it went on 
to what I expected, and to what will not bear 
relating. HL 85 
M old Governeſs had forefeen it, as well as J. 
and therefore led him into a Room which had not 
a Bed in it, and yet had a Chamber within it, 
which had a Bed, whether we withdrew for the reſt 
-. of the Night, and in ſhort, after ſome time being 
together; he went to Bed, and lay there all 
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I withdrew, but came again undreſs'd in the 
Morning before it was Day, and lay with him the 
reſt of the time. A hk 
Tus you ſee having committed a Crime once, 
is a {ad Handle to the committing of it again; 
whereas all the Regret, and Reflections wear off 
when the Temptation renews it ſelf; had I not 
yielded to ſee him again, the Corrupt deſire in 
him had worn off, and tis very probable he had 
never fallen into it, with any Body, elſe as Lreally 
believe he had not done hefore. 

WHEN he went away, I told him I hop'd he was 
ſatisfy'd he had not been robb'd again; he told me 
he was fatisfy'd in that Point, and cou'd truſt me 
again; and putting his Hand in his Pocket gave me 
five Guineas, which was the firſt Money I had 

gain'd that way for many Years. Tot 

I Hap ſeveral Viſits of the like kind from him; 
but he never came into'a ſettled way of Mainte- 
nance, which was what I would have been beſt %.4] 
pleas'd with : Once indeed he ask'd me how I did 1350 
to live, I anſwer'd him pretty quick, that I aflar'd *:Y 
him I had never taken that Courſe that I took with 1, 
him; but that indeed I work'd at my Needle, and 
could juſt Maintain myſelf, that ſometimes it was 
as much as I was able to do, and I ſhifted hard 
enough. | 

HE ſeemd to reflect upon himſelf, that he 
ſhould be the firſt Perſon to lead me into that, 
which he aſſur d me he never intended to do him- 
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ſelf; and ĩt touch'd hima little, he ſaid, that he ſhould i 

s I, be the Cauſe of his own Sin, and mine too: He would " 
mY often make juſt Reflections alſo upon the Crime 1 
Jo itſelf, and upon the particular Circumftances of [ 
* it, with reſpect to himſelf; how Wine introduc'd a 
Is the Inclinations, how the Devil led him to the } 
1 * U 2 Place, KS q 
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Place, and found out an Object to tempt him, and 


he made the Moral always himſelf. 


We N theſe thoughts were upon him he would 
30 away, and perhaps not come again in a 


Months time or longer; but then as the ſerious 
part wore off, theJewd Part would wear in, and 


then he came prepar'd for the wick'd Part; thus 
we liv'd for ſometime; tho he did not Kee, 
-as they call it, yet he never fail'd doing things 


that were Handſome, and ſufficient to Maintain 


me without working, and which was better; with- 

out following my old Trade. 

Bir this Affair had its End too; for after 

about a Year, I found that he did not come ſo of- 
ten as uſual, and at laſt he left it off altogether 


without any dilike, or bidding adieu; and ſo 


there was an End of that ſhort Scene of Life, 


which added no great Store to me, only to make 


more Work for Repentance. 


HoweveR during this interval, T confin'd my 
ſelf pretty much at Home; at leaſt being thus 


provided for, Imade no Adventures, no not for a 
Quarter of a Year after he left me; but then finding 


the Fund fail, and being loth to ſpend upon 
the main Stock, I began to thinkof my old Trade, 


and to look Abroad into the Street again; and my 
- - Hirſt Step was lucky enough. | 1 
''T Hap dreſsd myſelf up in a very mean 


Habit, for as I had ſeveral Shapes to appear in 


I 'was now in an ordinary Stuff-Gown, a blue A- 
pron and a Straw-Hat; and I plac'd myſelf at 


the Door of the three Cups-Inn in St. John Street: 
There were ſeveral Carriers us'd the Inn, and the 


Stage Coaches for Barnet, for Ioteridge, and other 


Towns that way, ſtood always in the Street, in the 


Evening, when they prepar d to ſet out; ſo that I 
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rr 
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was ready for any thing that off-r'd for either one 
or other: The meaning was this People come fre- 
quently with Bundles and ſmall Paxcels to thoſe 
Inns, and call for ſuch Carriers or Coaches as they 
want; to carry them into the Country; and there 
generally attends Women, Porters Wives, or 
Daughters, ready to take in ſuch things for their 
reſpective People that employ them. 

Ir happen'd very odly that I was ſtanding at 
the Inn- Gate, and a Woman that had ſtood there 
before, and wich was the Porter's Wife belonging 
to the Barnet Stage Coach, having obſerv'd me, 
ask d if I waited for any of the Coaches; I told her 
yes, I waited for my Miſtreſs, that was coming to 

to Barnet; ſhe ask'd me who was my Miſtreſs, 
and I told her any Madam's Name that came next 
me; but as it ſeem'd I happen'd upon a Name, 
a Family of which Name liv'd at Hadly juſt be- 
yond Barnet, 3 

I SA1D no more to her, or ſhe to me a good 
while, but by and by, ſome body calling her at a 
Door a little way off, ſhe deſir'd me that if any 
body call'd for the Barnet Coach, I would ſtep 
and call her at the Houſe, which it ſeems was an 
Ale-houſe ; I ſaid yes very readily, and away 
ſhe went. 

SHE was no ſooner gone; but comes a Wench 
and a Child, puffing and ſweating, and asks for 
the Barnet Coach, I anſwer' d preſently Here, do 

ou belong to the Barnet Coach, ſays ſhe? yes Sweet- 
5 ſaid I, what do ye want? I want Room, 
for two Paſlengers ſays be, Where are they Sweet- 
heart, ſaid I ? Here's this Girl, pray let her go 
into the Coach, ſays ſhe, and I'll go and fetch my 
Mifixeſs, make haſt then Sweetheart, ſays TI, for 
we may be full elſe; the Maid had a great 
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Bundle under Arm; fo ſhe put the Child into the 
Coach, and I ſaid, you had beſt put your Bundle in- 
to the Coach too; No, ſays ſhe, I am afraid ſome bo- 
dy ſhould flip it away from the Child, give it me 
then, ſaid I and I'll take care of it; do then, ſays 


ſhe, and be ſure you take care of it, j'll anſwer for 


it, ſaid I, if it were for Twenty Pound value. There 


take it then, ſays e, and away ſhe goes. 


As ſoon as I had got the Bundle, and the Maid was 
out of Sight, Igoeson towards the Ale-houſe, where 
the Porter's Wife was, fo thatlif I had met her, I had 
then only been going to give her the Bundle, and to 
call her to her Buſineſs, as if I was going away, 
and cou'd ſtay no longer; but as I did not meet 
her I walk'd away, and turning into Charter-houſe- 
Lane, made off thro* Charter-bouſe-Tard, into Long- 
Lane, then croſs'd into Bartbolomew-Cloſe, ſo into 


 Little- Britain, and thro' the Blue-Coat-Aoſpital in- 


to Newgate-Street, C157 EI 

_ To prevent my being known, I pull'd off my 
blue Apron, and wrapt the Bundle in it, which 
befare was made up in a Piece of painted Callico, 
and very Remarkble; I alſo wrapt up my Straw- 
Hat in it, and ſo put the Bundle upon my Head; 
and it was very well, that I did thus, for coming 
thro' the Blue-Coat- Hoſpital, who ſhould I meet 
but the Wench, that had given me the Bundle to 
hold; it ſeems ſhe was going with her Miſtreſs, who 
The had been gone to fetch to the Barnet Coaches. 
I Saw ſhe was in haſt, and I had no Buſineſs to 


ſtop her, fo away ſhe went, and I brought my 
Bundle ſafe Home to my Governeſs; there was 


no Money, nor Plate, or Jewels in the Bundle; 
but a very good Suit of Indian Damask, a Gown 
and Petticoat, a lac'd Head and Ruffles of very 
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good Flanders-Lace, and ſome Linnen, and other 

things, ſuch as I knew very well the value of. 

- Tris was not indeed my own Invention, but 

was given me by one that had pradtis'd it with 

Succeſs, and my Governeſs lik d it extreamly and 

indeed I try'd it again ſeveral times, tho* never 

twice near the ſame Place; for the next time I try'd 
it in White-Chappel juſt by the Corner of Petty- 

Coat-Lane, where the Coaches ſtand that go out to 

Stratford and Bow, and that Side of the Country, 

and another time at the Flying-Hoxſe, without 

Biſhopſ-gate, where the Cheſton Coaches then lay, 

and I had always the good Luck to come off with 

{ome Booty. | 
ANoTHER time I plac'd myſelf at a Warehouſe 

by the Waterſide, where the Coaſting Veſſels 

from the North come, ſuch as from New-Caftle upon 

Tyne, Sunderland, and other Places; here the Ware- 

houſe, being ſhut, comes a young Fellow with a 

Letter; and he wanted a Box, and a Hamper that 

was come from New-Caſtle upon Tyne, IT ask*'d him 

if he had the Marks of it, fo he ſhows me the Let- 
ter, by Vertue of which he was to ask for it, and 
which gave an Account of the Contents, the Box 
being full of Linnen, and the Hamper full of 

Glaſs:Ware ; I read the Letter, and took care to 

ſee the Name, and the Marks, the Name of the 

Perſon that ſent the Goods, the Name of the Per- 

fon that they were ſent to, then I bad the 

Meſſenger come in the Morning, for that the 

Warehouſe Keeper, would not be there any more 

that Night. 1 
Away went I, and getting Materials in a pub- 

lick Houſe, I wrote a Letter from Mr. John Rich- 

ard ſun of New-Caſtle to his Dear Couſin Femey 

Cole, in London, with an Account that he had ſent 
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by ſuch a Veſſel, (for I remember'd all the Parti - 
culars to a tittle,) ſo many pieces of Huckaback 


Linnen, ſo many Ells of Dutch Holland and the 


like, in a Box, and a Hamper of Flint Glaſſes from 


Mr. HenzilPs Glaſs-houſe, and that the Box was 
mark d I C. No I. and the Hamper was directed by 
Label on the Cording, '- ' © © 
- ABOUT an Hour after I came to the Ware- 
houſe, found the Warehouſe-keeper, and had the 
Goods deliver'd me without any ſcruple; the va- 
lue of the Linnen being about 22 Pound. 

I Cov L n fill up this whole Diſcourſe with the 
variety of ſuch Adventures which daily Invention 


directed to, and which I manag'd with the utmoſt 


Dexterity, -and always with Succeſs. 

Ar length, as when does the Pitcher come ſafe 
home that goes ſo very often to the Well, I fell 
into ſome {mall Broils, which tho* they con'd not 


affect me fatally, yet made me known, which was 


the worſt thing next to being found Guilty, that 
cou'd befall me. 8 
I Hap taken up the Diſguife of a Widow's 


Dreſs, it was without any real deſign in view, but 
only waiting for any thing that might offer, as I 


often did: It happen'd that while I was going along 
the Street in Covent Garden, there was a great Cr 

of ſtop Thief, ſtop Thief; ſome Artiſts had it 
ſeems put a trick upon a Shop-keeper,' and being 
purſued, ſome of them fled one way, and ſome 
another; and one of them was, they ſaid, dreſs'd 
up in Widow's Weeds, upon which the Mob ga- 
thered about me, and ſome {aid I was the Perſon, 
others ſaid no, immediately came the Mercer's 
FJourneman, and he ſwore aloud I was the Perſon,and 
ſo ſeiz d on me; however, when I was brought back 


by the Mob to the Mercer's Shop, the Maſter of the 
[ 1 —s IE EIS 7 „ | Houſe 
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Houſe ſaid freely that I was not the Woman that 
was in his Shop, and would have let me go imme- 
diately; but another Fellow ſaid gravely, pray ſtay 
till Mr. —, meaning the Journeyman comes back, for 
he knows her; ſo they kept me by force near half an 
Hour; they had call'd a Conſtable, and he ſtood 
in the Shop as my Jayler; and in talking with 
the Conſtable I enquir d where he liy'd, and what 
Trade he was; the Man not apprehending in the 
leaſt what happened afterwards, readily told me 
his Name, and Trade, and where he liv'd; and told 
me as a Jeſt, that I might be ſure to hear of his 
Name when I came to the Old Bayley, | 
SoME of the Seryants likewiſe us'd me ſaucily, 
and had much ado to keep their Hands off of me, 
the Maſter indeed was civiler to me than they; 
but he would not yet let me go, tho' he owned he 
could not ſay I was in his Shop before. 1 
IBEGAN to be a little ſurly with him, and 
told him I hop'd he would not take it ill, if I made 
my ſelf amends upon him in a more legal way a- 


nother time; and defir'd I might ſend for Friends 


to ſee me have right done me: No, be ſaid, he 
could give no ſuch liberty, I might ask it when 1 
came before the Juſtice of Peace, and ſeeing 1 
threaten'd him, he would take care of me in the 
mean time, and would lodge me ſafe in Newgate - 
I told him it was his time now, but it would be 


mine by and by, and govern'd my Paſſion as well 


as I was able; however, I ſpoke to the Conſtable 
to call me a Porter, which he did, and then I calFd 
for Pen, Ink, and Paper, but they would let me 
have none; I askd the Porter his Name, and 
where he liv'd, and the poor Man told it me very 
willingly ; I bad him obſerve and remember how 
I was treated there; that he ſaw I was wee 
. a | h SOR there 
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cently, told him that he did not know what he 


6. 


there by Force; I told him 1 ſhould want his 


Evidence in another place; and it ſhould not be 


the worſe for him to ſpeak, the Porter ſaid he 
would ſerve me with all his Heart; but, Madam, 
fays be, let me hear them refuſe to let you go, then 
I may be able to ſpeak the plainer. 
WIr that I ſpoke aloud to the Maſter of the 
Shop, and ſaid, Sir, you know in your own Con- 
{cience that I am not the Perſon you look for, and 
that I was not in your Shop before, therefore I de- 


mand that you detain me here no longer, or tell 


me the reaſon of your ſtopping me; the Fellow 
grew ſurlier upon this than before, and ſaid he 
would do neither till he thought fit; very well, 
ſaid I to the Conſtable and to the Porter, you will 
be pleas d to remember this, Gentlemen, another 
time; the Porter ſaid, yes, Madam, and the Con- 


ſtable began not to like it, and would have per- 


ſwaded the Mercer to diſmiſs him, and let me go, 
ſince, as he ſaid, he own'd I was not the Perſon ; 
Good Sir, ſays the. Mercer to him Tanntingly, 
are you a Juſtice of Peace, or a Conſtable? I 
charg'd you with her, pray do you do your Duty: 
The Conſtable told him a little mov'd, but very 
handſomely, I know my Duty, and what J am, Sir, 
T doubt yon hardly know what you are doing; they 
had ſome other hard words, and in the mean time 
the Journey-men, impudent and unmanly to the 
laſt degree, uſed me barbarouſly, and one of them, 
the ſame that firſt ſeized upon me, pretended he 
would ſearch me, and began to lay Hands on me: 
J ſpit in his Face, call'd out to the Conſtable, and 
bad him take notice of my uſage; and pray, Mr. 
Conſtable, ſaid I, ask that Villain's Name, point - 
ing to the Man; the Conſtable reprov'd him de- 


did, 


(2999 0 


daäd, for he Knew that his Mafter acknowledg'd I 


was not the Perſon that was in his Shop; and, 


ſays the Conſtable, I am afraid your Maſter is 


bringing himſelf and me too into Trouble, if this 
Gentlewoman comes to prove who ſhe is, and where 
ſhe was, and it appears that ſhe 1s not the Woman 
you pretend to; Dam her, ſays the Fellow again, 
with an impudent harden'd Face, ſhe is the Lady 


you may depend upon it, I'll ſwear ſhe is the ſame - 


Body that was in the Shop, and that I gave the 
pieces of Satin that is loſt into her own hand, you 
ſhall hear more of it when Mr. Villiam and An- 
thony, thoſe were other Fourneymen, come back, they 
will know her again as well as I. 

JusT as the infolent Rogue was talking 
thus to the Conſtable, comes back Mr. Villiam and 
Mr. Anthony, as he call'd them, and a great Rab- 
ble with them, bringing along with them the true 


Widow that I was pretended to be; and they came 


ſweating aud blowing into the Shop, and with a 
great deal of Triumph dragging the poor Creature 
in a moſt butcherly. manner up towards their Ma- 
ſter, who wasin the back Shop, and cryed out aloud, 
here's the Widow, Sir, we have catch'd her at1aſt, 
what do ye mean by that, ſays the Maſter, why 
we have her already, there ſhe ſits, ſays be, and 
Mr. - ſays he, can ſwear this is ſhe : The 0- 
ther Man who they call'd Mr. Anthony replyed, 
Mr. may {ay what he will, and fwear what 
he will, but this is the Woman, and there's the 
Remnant of Sattin ſhe ſtole, I took it ont of her 
Cloaths with my own Hand. 

I SaT ſtill now, and began to take a better 
Heart, but fmil'd and ſaid nothing; the Maſter 
look'd Pale; the Conſtable turn'd about and 
look d at me; let em alone Mr. Conſtable, _— 
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let em go on; the Caſe was plain and could nat be 
denied, To the Conſtable. was charg'd with the | 
right Thief, and the Mercer told me very civily tis a 
he was ſorry for the miſtake, and hoped I would ſtice 
nat take it ill; that they had ſo many things of The 
thigz nature put upon them eyery Day, that they firſt 
cou d not be blam'd for being very ſharp in doin hir'd 
themfelves. Juſtice : Not take it ill, Sir! ſaid 4 1 th: 


0 


7 = 
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| how can I take it well? if you had diſmifs'd me good 
when your inſolent Fellow ſeiz d on me in the char; 
= Street, and brought me to you; and when you and 
* your {elf acknowledg'd I was not the Perſon, I that 
i would have put it by, and not taken it ill, becauſe her 
= of the many ill things I believe you have put up- her; 
; on you 7 but your Treatment of me ſince has us, ] 
4 been unſufferable, and efpecially that of your Ser- no 
| vant, I muſt and will have Reparation for that. thin 
» _ Txt y he began to parly with me, ſaid he would ftabl 
1 make me any reaſonable Satisfaction, and would uſt 
4 fain have had me told him what it was I expect- PE 
= <4; I told him I mould not be my own Judge, the tell 
| Law ſhould decide it for me, and as I was to be man 
ö * carried before a Magiſtrate, I ſhonld let him hear her 
4 there what I had to ſay ; he told me there was no wha 
5 occaſion to go before the Janis now, I was at li- obli 
* berty to go where I pleaſed, and fo calling to the ou 
* Conſtable told him, he might let me go, for I was bir, 
be diſcharg d; the Conſtable 51d calmly to him, Sir, brol 
3 you ask d me juſt now, if I knew whether I was a out 
WY Conſtable or a Juſtice, and bad me do my Duty, Occ 
3 and charg'd me with this Gentlewoman as a Pri- her 
4 ſoner; now, Sir, I find you do not underftand I ar 
I | what is my Duty, for you would make me à Ju- not 
" ſtice indeed; but I muſt tell you it is not in my Nar 
4 1 Power: I may keep a Priſoner when I am charg'd ſee, 
4 with ham, but 'tis the Law and the Magiſtrate a- Cart 
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lone that can diſcharge that Priſoner; therefofe 


tis a miſtake, Sir, I muſt carry her before a Ju- 


ſtice now, whether you think well of it or not: 


The Mercer was very high with the Conſtable at 
firſt ; but the Conſtable happening to be not a 
hir'd Officer, but a good Subſtantial kind of Man, 
I think he was a Corn-chandler, and a Man of 
good Senſe, ſtood to his Buſineſs, would not dif- 
charge me without going to a Juſtice of the Peace; 
and I inſiſted upon it too: When the Mercer Tee 
that; well, ſays be to the Conſtable, you may carry 
her where you pleaſe, I ave Bothe to ſay to 
her; but Sir, ſays the Conſtable, you will go with 
us, I hope, for tis you that charg'd me with her; 
no not I, ſays the Mercer, I tell you I have no- 
thing to 5 her: But pray Sir do, ſays the Con- 
ire it of you for your own ſake, for the 

* can do nothing without you: Prithee Fel- 
ow, ſays the Mercer, go about your Buſineſs, I 
tell you I have nothing to ſay to the Gentlewo- 
man, I charge you in the King's Name to diſmiſs 
her: Sir, ſays the Conſtable, I find you don't know 
what 1t 1s to be a Conſtable, I beg of you don't 
oblige me to be rude to yon, I think T need not, 
you are rude enough already, ſays the Mercer: No, 
ir, ſays the Conſtable, Tam not rude, you haye 
broken the Peace in bringing an honeſt Woman 
out of the Street, when ſhe was about her lawful 
Occaſion, confining her in your Shop, and ill uſing 
her here by your Servants, and now can you ſay 


I am rude to you? I think I am civil to you in. 


not commanding or charging you in the King's 
Name to go with me, and charging every Man I 
ſee, that paſlgs your Door, to aid and aſſiſt me in 
carrying you by Force; this you cannot but know 
T have power to do, and yet I forbear it, and once 
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( 392 
more entreat you to go with me: Well, he would 
not for all this, and gave the Conſtable ill Lan- 
Suage: However, the Conſtable kept his Temper, 
and would not be provoked; and then I put in 
and faid, come, Mr. Conſtable, let him alone, 1 
mall find ways enough to fetch him before a Ma. 
giſtrate, I don't fear that; but there's the Fellow, 
-fays. J, he was the Man that ſeized on me, as I was 
innocently going along the Street, and you are a 


. 


. Witneſs of his Violence with me ſince, give me 
leave to charge you with him, and carry him be- 
fare the Juſtice ; yes, Madam, ſays the Conſtable; 
and turning to the Fellow, come young Gentle- 
man, . ſays he to the Fourney-man, you muſt go along 
with us, I hope you are not above the Conſtable's 
Power, tho your Maſter is. 84 
. Tae Fellow look d like a condemn'd Thief, 
and hung back, then look'd at his Maſter, as if 
he cou'd ep en he, like a Fool, encou- 
rag d the Fellow to be rude, and he truly reſiſted 
the Conſtable, and puſh'd him back with a good 
Force when he went to lay hold on him, at which 
the Conſtable knock d him down, and call'd out 
for help, and immediately the Shop was fill'd with 
People, and the Conſtable ſeiz d the Maſter and 
Man, and all his Servants.. 

TEE firſt ill Conſequence of this Fray was, 
that the Woman they had taken, who was really 
the Thief, made off, and got clear away in the 
Crowd ; and two others that they had ſtop'd allo, 
whether they were really Guilty or not, that I can 
ſay nothing to. EY Ss. | 
Bu this time ſome of his Neighbours having 
come in, and, upon aug ſeeing how things 
went, had endeavour'd to bring the hot-brain d 

Mercer to his Senſes; and he began to be con- 


vinc'd 


ud - vine'd that he was in the wrong , and ſo at length 
an: we went all very quietly before the Juſtice, with 
421 a Mob of about 500 People at our Heels; and all 
m the way I went I could hear the People ask what 
> 1 was the matter? and others reply and ſay, a Mer- 
Ha. cer had ſtop'd a Gentlewoman inſtead of a Thief, 
OWs and had afterwards taken the Thief, and now the 
35 } © Gentlewoman had taken the Mercer, and was car- | 
©1Y rying him before the Juſtice ; this pleas'd the Peo- 
— ple ſtrangely, and made the Crowd encreaſe, and 
7 they cry'd out as they went, which is the Rogue? 
* which is the Mercer? and OP the Women, 
20 then when they ſaw him they cryed out, that's he, 
Ra that's he; and every now and then came a good 
dab of Dirt at him; and thus we march'd a good 
; while, till the Mercer thought fit to deſire the 


g my Husband's Effects lay, and that I was going k 
5 that Day to buy ſome Cloaths to put my ſelf into 14 
4 ſecond Mourning, but had not yet been in an | 
c'd 


Conſtable to call a Coach to 


( 393 ) 


protect himſelf from 
the Rabble, ſo we Rode the reſt of the way, the 
Conſtable and I, and the Mercer and his Man. 
WHEN we came to the Juſtice, which was an 
ancient Gentleman in Bloomsbury, the Conſtable 
giving firſt a ſummary. account of the Matter 


the Juſtice bad me ſpeak, and tell what I had 
to fay; and firſt he asked my Name, which I 


was very loath to give, but there was no reme- 
dy, ſo I told him my Name was Flanders, 
that' I was a Widow, my Husband being a Sea 
Captain, dyed on a Voyage to Virginia; and ſome 
other Circumſtances I told, which he cou'd never 
contradict, and that I lodg'd at preſent in Town 
with ſuch a Perſon, naming my Governeſs; but 
that I was preparing to go over to America, where 


Shop, when-that Fellow, pointing to the Mercer's 
1 ö Journey- 
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Journeyman came ruſhing upon me with ſuch tu: 
ry, as very much frighted me, and carried me back 
to his Maſters Shop; where tho' his Maſter ac- 
knowledg'd I was not the Perſon; yet he would 
not diſmiſs me, but charg'd a Conſtable with me. 
TRAREN I proceeded. to tell how the Jo go urney- 
man treated me; how they would not ſuffer me 
to ſend for any of my. ende 5 howafterwards 
they found the real Thief, and took the ver 
Goods they had Loſt upon her, and all the party 
culars as before. 
+ Trex the Conſtable related TR Caſe; his Dis., 
logue with the Mercer about Diſcharging me, and” 
at laſt his Servants refuſing to go with him, when 
he had Charg'd him with him, and his Maſter 
encouraging him to do ſo; and at laſt his ſtrik- 
Aug the Conſtable, and the like, ooh as J have told 
It ready: 4 PE: 
JRE Juſtice then heard, thie-Mercer and his 
Man; the Nlercer indeed made a long Harangue * 
of the great loſs they have daily by Lifters and Fr 
Thieves; that it was. eaſy for. them to Miſtake, and 6 
that when he found i it, "be would have diſmiſs'd 
— c. as above, as to the Journeyman he had the 
very little to ſay, but that he pretended other; of 
© the Servants told him, that I was really the Perſon. 
Uyo the whole, the Juſtice firſt of all told 
me very courteouſiy I was Diſcharg d; that he 
was very ſorry that the Mercers, Man ſhould in 
his eager purſuit have ſo, little Diſcretion, 
as to take up an innocent :Perfbn; fon a. guilty 
Perſon ; that if he had not Heen ſo unjuſt as to, de- 
tain me afterward ; he behev'41 would haveforgi- 
ven the firſt Affront; that however it was not in his 
Power to award me any Reparation for any thing, 
other, than by openly reproving them, which 1 
ou 


'N 
_—_ 


would give much ls for the Reputation of 


K | 


* ; f < 305 ) | 
ſhould do; buf he ſuppos'd I world apply to ſuch 
Methods as the Law directed; in the mean time 
he would bind him over. 3 
Bor as to the Breach of the Peace committed by 
the Journeyman, he told me he ſnould give me ſome 
ſatis faction for that, for he ſhould commit him 
to Newgate for Aſſaulting the Conſtable, and for 
Aſfaulting of me alſo. Den ; 
ActoRDI1NGLY he ſent the Fellow to New-- 

gate, for that Aſſault, and his Maſter gave Bail, 
and ſo we came away; but I had the ſatisfaction 


* 


J. of ſeeing the Mob wait upon them both, as they 


came out Holooing, and throwing Stones and 
Dirt at the Coaches they rod in, and fo I came 
Home to my Governeſs. 1 
Ax rx this huſtle, coming home, and telling 
my Governeſs the Story, ſhe falls a Laughing at 
me; Why are you merry, ſays 1? the Story has 
not ſo much Laughing room in it, as you imagine; 
I am ſure I have had a great deal of Hurry and 
Fright too, with a Pack of ugly Rogues. Laugh, 
ſays my Governeſs, I laugh Child to fee what a 
ye you are; why this Jobb will be 
the Bargain to you, that ever you made in 
your Life, if you manage it well: I warrant you, 


Jays ſbe, you ſhall make the Mercer pay you 500 l. 


for Damages, beſides what you ſhall get of the 
Journeyman. | 12% 
I Ha Þ other Thoughts of the Matter than ſhe 


bad; and eſpecially, becauſe I had given in my 


Name to the Juſtice of Peace; and I knew that 
my Name was fo well known among the People 
at Hicks's-Hall, the Old Baily, and ſuch Places, 
that if this Cauſe came, to be tryed openly, and 
my Name came to be enquir'd into, no Court 
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| ( 306 ) 
a Perſon of ſach a Character; however, I was 
oblig'd to begin a Proſecution in Form, and ac- 
cordingly my Governeſs found me out a very cre- 
ditable fort of a Man to manage it, being an At- 
torney of very good Buſineſs, and of good Reputa- 


tion, and ſhe was certainly in the 9 of this; for 
had ſhe employ d a petty Fogging 


edge Soliciter, 
or a Man not known, and not in good Reputation, 
I ſhould have brought it to but little. 

T this Attorney, and gave him all the 
rs at large, as they are recited above and 
he aſſur'd me, it was a Caſe, as be ſaid, that would 
very © well ſupport itſelf, and that he did not 
Queſtion, but that a Jury would give very conſi- 
derable Damages on ſuch an Occaſion ; fo taking 
his full Inſtructions, he began the Proſecution, 


and the Mercer being Arreſted, gave Bail; a few 


Days after his giving Bail, he Comes with his 


Attorney to my Attorney, to let him know, that 
he deſir d to Accommodate the matter; that it was 
all carried on in the Heat of an unhappy Paſſi- 
on; that his Client, meaning me, had a ſharp pro» 
voking Tongue, that I us'd them ill, gibbing at 
them, and jeering them, even while they belived 
me to be the very Perſon, and that I hadprovok'd 
them, and the like. Lites u Nie 

Mx Attorney manag'd as well on my: Side; 
made them believe I was a Widow of Fortune, 
that I was able to do myſelf Juſtice,” and had 
great Friends to ſtand by me too, who had all 
made me promiſe to Sue to the utmoſt, and that 
if it coſt me a Thouſand Pound, I would be fure 


to have ſatisfaction, for that the Affronts I had re- 


ceivd were unſufferable. 3 
How EVER they 2 my Attorney to this 
that he promis'd he wou 2 

' 2 that 


d not blow the Cbals; 


7 r £5 4 ah ont nll. co 


* 


that if I enclin'd to an Accommodation, he 
would not hinder me, and that he would rather per- 


ſwade me to Peace than to War; for which they told 


him he ſhould be no looſer all which he told'me 
very honeſtly, and told me that if they offer'd him 
any Bribe, I ſhould certainly know it ; but upon 
the whole he told me very honeſtly that if 1 
would take his Opinion, he would Adviſe me to 
make it up with them; for that as they were in 
a great Fright, and were defirous above all things 
to make it up, and knew that let it be hat it 
would, they would be alotted to bear all the 
Cofts of the Suit; he believ'd they would give 
me freely more than any Jury or Court of Juſtice 
would give upon 3 Trial: I ask'd him what he 
thought they would be brought to ; he told me 
he could not tell, as to that ; but he would tell 
me more when I ſaw him again. 

Som time after this, they came again to know 
if he had talk'd with me: He told them he had, 
that he found me not ſo Averſe to an Accommoda- 
tion as ſome of my Friends were, who reſented 


the Diſgrace offer d me, and ſet me on; that they 


blow'd the Coals in ſecret, prompting me to 
Revenge, or to do myſelf Juſtice, as they 
call'd it; ſo that he could not tell what to ſay 


to it; he told them he would do his endea- 


vour to perſuade me, but he ought to be able to 
tell me what Propoſal they made: They pretend- 


ed they could not make any Propoſal, becaufe 


it might be made uſe of againſt them; and he 


told them, that by the fame Rule he could not 
make any offers, for that might be pleaded in A- 
batement of what Damages a Jury might be in- 


clin'd to give : However after ſome Diſcourſe 
ap and 
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and mutual Promiſes that no Advantage ſhowld 
be taken on either Side, by what was tranſacted 
then, or at any other of thoſe Mettings, they came 
72 a kind of a Treaty; but ſo remote, and ſo wide 
rom one another, that nothing could be expected 
from it; for my Attorney demmanded 300. and 
Charges, and they offer d 50 I. without Charges; 
{ſo they broke off, and the Mercer propos'd to have 
a Meeting with me myſelf; and my Attorney a- 
,, 
Mx Attorney gave me Notice to come to this 
Meeting in good Cloaths, and with ſome State, 


that the Mercer might ſee I was ſomething more 
than I ſeem'd to be that time they had me; Ac- 


cordingly I came m a new Suit of ſecond Mourn- 
ing, according to what I had ſaid at the Juſtices; 
I ſet myſelf out too, as well as a Widows dreſs in 


ſecond Mourning would admit; my Governeſs, alſo 


furniſh'd me with a good Pearl Neck-lace, that 
Mut in behind with a Locket of Diamonds, which 
mne had in Pawn; and I had a very good gold 
Watch by my Side; ſo that in a Word, I made a 
very good Figure, and as 1 ſtay d, till I was ſure 
they were come; I came in a Cath to the Door 
with my Maid with me. Fo ys, 
Ware nlJI came into the Room, the Mercer was 
ſurpriz d, he ſtood up and made his Bow, which I 
took a little Notice of, and but a little, aud went 
and Sat down, where my own Attorney had point- 
ed to me to ſit, for it was his Houſe, after a little 
while, the Mercer ſaid, he did not know me again, 
and began to make ſome Compliments his way; 
1 told him, I believe he did not know me at firſt, 
and that if he had, I beliey'd he would not have 
nnn | 
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(309 
HE told me was very ſorry for what had 
happen'd, and that it was to teſtifie the willing 
neſs he had to make all poſſible Reparation, that 
he had appointed this Meeting; that he hop'd I 
would not carry things to extremity, which might 


be not only too great a Loſa to him, but might be 


the ruin of his Buſineſt and Shop, in which Caſe I 
might have the ſatis faction of repay ing an Injury 
with an Injury ten times greater; but that T would 
then get nothing, where as he was willing to do me 
any Juſtice that was in his Power, without putting 
himſelf, or me to the Trouble or Charge of a Suit 
at Law. 1 5 Ar 
I ToL D him I was glad to hear him talk ſo 
much more like a Man of Senſe than he did before; 
that it was true, acknowledgement in moſt Caſes 
of Affronts was counted Reparation ſufficient ;but 
this had gone too far to be made up fo, that I was 
not Revengeful, nor did I ſeek his Ruin, or any 
Mans elſe, but that all my Friends were unani- 
mous not to let me fo far neglect my Character, 
as to adjuſt a thing of this kind without a ſuffici- 
ent Reparation of Honour: That to be taken up 
for a Thief was ſuch an Indignity as could not be 
put up, that my Character was above being treated 
ſo by any that knew me; but becauſe in my Condi- 
tion of a Widow, I had been for ſometime Careleſs 
of myſelf, and Negligent of myſelf, I might be 
taken for ſuch a Creature, but that for the parti- 
cular uſage I had from him afterward ; and then E 
repeated all as before, it was ſo provoking I had 
ſcarce Patience to repeat it. Dy 
WELL he acknowledg'd all, and was might 
humble indeed; he made. Propoſals very hand- 
ſome ; he came up to a Hundred Pounds, and to 
pay all the Law Charges, and added that he would 
make me a Preſent of a very good Suit of Cloths 
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J came down to three Hundred Pounds, and I de- 
manded that I ſhould; publiſh an Advertiſement 
of the particulars in the common News Papers. 
IRIS was a Clauſe he never could comply with; 
however at laſt he came up by good Management 
of my Attorney to 150 l. and a Suit of black filk 
Cloaths and there, T'agreed and as it were at my 
Attornies requeſt complied with it; he paying my 
Attornies Bill and Charges, and gave us a good 
Supper into the Bargain. An 38415 oi. 
Wu I came to receive the Money, I brought 
my Governeſs with me, dreſs'd like an old 
Dutcheſs, and a Gentleman very well dreſs'd, who 
we pretended Courted me, but I call'd him Cou- 
ſin, and the Lawyer was only to hint privately to 
him; that this Gentleman Courted the Widow. 
Hx treated us handfomely indeed, and paid the 
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Money chearfully enough ſo that it coſt him 200 l. 


in all, or rather more: At our laſt Meeting when 
all was agreed, the Caſe of the Journeyman came 
up, and the Mercer beg d very hard for him, told 
me he was a Man that had kept à Shop of his 
- own, and been in good Buſineſs, had a Wife and 
ſeveral Children, and was very poor that he had 
nothing to make ſatisfuction with, but he ſhould 
come to beg my pardon on his Knees; if I defir'd 
it as openly as I pleas'd: I had no Spleen at the 
fawey Rogue, nor were his Submiſſions any thing 
lo mies ſince there was nothing to be got by him; 
fo thought it was as good to throw that in gene- 
rouſly as not, ſo I told him I did not deſire the 
Ruin of any Man, and therefore at his Requeſt I 


would forgive the Wretch, it was below me to 


ſcek any Revenge. de 

LUWAEN we were at Supper he brought the poor 

Fellow) in to make acknowledgement, which he 
1 X > would 


(3119 


would have done with as much mean Humility, as 
his Offence was with inſulting Haughtineſs and 


Pride, in which he was an Inſtance of a compleat 


baſeneſs of Spirit, impious, cruelter, and relentleſs 


when Uppermoſt, and in Proſperity; abject and 
low Spirited when Down in Affliction: However 
T abated his Cringes, told him I forgave him, and 
defir'd he might withdraw, as if I did not care for 
the ſight of him, tho' I had forgiven him. | 
I'WAaAs now in good Circumſtances indeed, if 


J could have known my time for leaving off, and 


my Governeſs often ſaid I was the richeſt of the 
Trade in England, and ſo I believe I was; for T 
had 700 l. by me in Money, beſides Cloaths, 


Rings, ſome Plate, and two gold Watches, and 


all of them ſtol'n, for Ihad innumerable Jobbs, be- 
tides theſe I have mention'd; O! had I even now 
had the Grace of Repentance, I had ftill leiſure to 


have look'd back upon my Follies, and have made 
ſome Reparation; but the ſatisfaction I was to 1 


make for the publick Miſchiefs I had done, was 
yet left behind; and I could not forbear going A- 
road again, as T call 'd it now, than any more Iconld 


when my Extremity really drove me out for Bread, 


I T was not long after the Affair with the Mer- 


cer was made up, that I went out in an Equipage 


quite difterent from any I had ever appear'd 
in before; I dreſs'd myſelf like a Beggar Woman, 


in the courſeſt and moſt deſpicable Rags I could 
get, and I walk'd about peering, and peeping in- 


to every Door and Window I came near; and in- 
deed I was in ſuch a Plight now, that I knew as ill 
how to behave in as ever I did in any; I natural- 
Iy abhorr'd Dirt and Rags; I had been bred up 
Tite and Cleanly, and conld be no other, what- 
ever Condition I was in; ſo that this was the moſt 

| X 4 un- 


| 
bs 
4 
43 
1 
. 
* 
ſ- 
oY = 
7 
2 
2 


uneaſie N to me that ever I put on: I 
aid preſently to myſelf that this would not do, 
for this was a Dreſs that every body was ſhy, and 
afraid of; and I thought every body look'd at 
me, as if they were afraid I ſhould come near 
them, leaſt I thould take ſomething from them, 
or afraid to come near me, leaſt they ſhould get 
ſomething from me: I wandered about all the E- 
vening the firſt time I went out, and made no- 
thing of it, but came home again wet, draggl'd 
and tired; However I went out again, the next 
Night, and then I met with a little Adventure, 
which had like to have coſt me dear; as I was 
ſtanding near a Tavern Door, there comes a 
Gentleman on Horſe back, and lights at the Door, 
and wanting to go into the Tavern, he calls one 
of the Drawers to hold his Horſe ; he ftay'd pre- 
ty long in the Tavern, and the Drawer heard his 
_ Maſter call, and thought he would be angry with 
him; ſeeing me ſtand by him, when he call'd tome, 
here Woman, ſays be, hold this Horſe a while, till I 
go in, if the Gentleman comes, he'll give you fome- 
thing; yes ſays I, and takes the Horſe, and walks 
off with him very ſoberly, and carri d him to my 
Governeſs. EFF 
IIS had been a Booty to thoſe that had un- 
derſtood it ; but never was poor Thief more at a 
loſs to know what to do with any thing that was 
ſtolen, for when I came home, my Governeſs. was 
quite confounded, and what to do with the Crea- 
ture, we neither of us knew; to ſend him to a'Sta- 
ble was doing nothing, for it was certain that 
publick Notice would be given in the Gazette, and 
the Horſe deſcrib'd, fo that we durſt not go to 
fetch it again, 1 e 
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ALL the remedy we had for this unlucky A: 
venture was to go and, ſet up the Horſe at an Ini, 
and ſend a Note by a Porter to the Tavern, that 


the Gentleman's Horſe that was loſt ſuch a time, 
was left at ſuch an Inn, and that he might be had 
there; that the poor Woman that held him, ha- 
ving led him about the Street, not being able to 
lead him back again, had left him there, we might 
have waited till the owner had publiſh'd, and of- 


fer'd a Reward , but we did not care. to.venture 


the receiving the Reward. 9 0 

59 this was a Robbery and no Robbery, for little 
was loſt by it, and nothing was got by it, and I was 
quite Sick of going out in a Beggar's dreſs, it did 
not anſwer at all, and beſides I thought it was O- 
minous and Threatning. CES . 
WIILEI was in bis Diſguiſe, I fell in with a 


rcel of Folks of a worſe kind than any I ever 


orted with, and I ſaw a little into their ways too, 
theſe were Coiners of Money, and they made 


ſome very good offers to me, as to profit; but the 


part they would have had me have embark'd in, 
was the moſt dangerous Part; I mean that of the 
very working the Dye, as they call it, which had I 
been taken, had been certain Death, and that at a 
Stake, I ſay, to be burnt to Death at a Stake; ſo that 
tho'I was to Appearance, but a Begga 
promis d Mountains of Gold and Silver to me, to 
engage; yet it would not do; it is True if I had 
been really a Beggar, or had been deſperate as 
when I began, I might perhaps have clos d with it, 
for what care they to Die, that can't tell how to 
Live? But at preſent this was not my Condition, 
at leaſt I was for no ſuch terrible Riſques as thoſe, 
beſides the very Thoughts of being burnt at a 


Stake, ſtruck terror into my very Soul, chill'd my 
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Blood, Aid gaye me the Vapours to ſuch a degree 
as'F conlkt bon of 1t without tremblin We 
Inis put an End to my Diſguiſe too, for as I 
did not like the Propoſal, To I did not tell them 
fo; but ſeem d to reliſh it, and promis'd to meet 
again'(; but I durſt ſee them no more , for if 
had ſeen them, and not complied, tho? I had 
declin'd it with the greateſt aſſurances of Secreſy 
in the World, they would have gone near to have 
murkher'd me to make ſure Work, and make them- 
{clves eaſy, as 8 it; what kind of eaſineſs that 
3s, they may beſt Judge that underſtand how eaſy 
Pan are, that can Murcher People to prevent 
nn . 1 | 
: 11 1s- and Horſe ftealing were things quite 
out of my wax, and I might eaſily reſolve I would 
have no more to ſay to them; my buſineſs 
Teem'l to lye another way, and tho it had hazard 
enough in it too, yet it was more ſuitable to me, 
and what had more of Art in it, more room to 
Eſcape, and more Chances for a coming off, if a 
a Sur prize fhould happen. | 
I Hp ſeveral Propoſals made alſo to me about 
that time, to come into a Gang of Houſe- Breakers; 
put that was a thing I had no mind to venture at 
neither, any more than 1 had at the Coining 
Trade; Toffer' d to go along with two Men, and 
a Woman, that made it their Buſineſs to get in- 
10 Houſes by Stratagem, and with them I was 
Willing enough to venture; but there was three 
of them Aided, and they did not care to part, 
wor I to ave 30g many in a Gang, ſo I did not 
<loſe with them, but declin'd them, and they paid 


ar for ther next Attempt. 
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Bur at length I met with a Womah that had 
ofen told me what Adventures ſhe had made, and 
with Succeſs at the Water - ſide, and 1 clos'd with 


her, and we droye on our Buſineſs pretty well: 


One Day we came among ſome Dutch People at 
St. Catherines, where we went on pretence to buy 
Goods that were privately got on Shore: I was 
two or three times in a Houſe, where we ſaw a 
good Quantity of prohibited Goods, and my 
Companion .once brought away three Peices of 
Dutch black Silk that turn'd to good Account, and 


I had my Share of it; but in all the Journeys 1 


made by myſelf, I could noi get an Opportunity 
to do any thing, fo I laid it aſide; foriT had been 
ſo often, that they began to ſuſpe& ſomething; 
and were ſo ſhy, that Iſaw nothing was to be done. 
_ Ta1s baulk d me a little, and I reſolv'd to puſh 
at ſomething or other, for I was not ug'd to come 
back ſo often without Purchaſe ; fo the next 
Day I dreſs'd myſelf up fine, and took a Walk to 
the other End of the Town, I paſs'd thro the Ex- 
change in the Strand, but had no Notion of find- 
ing any thing to do there, when on a ſudden 1 
ſaw a great Clutter in the Place, and all the Peo- 
ple, Shop-keepers as well as others, ſtanding up, 
and ſtaring, and what ſhould it be? but ſome great 
Dutcheſs come into the Exchange; and they faid 
the Queen was coming; I ſet myſelf clofe up to 
a Shop-ſide with my back to the Compter, as if 
to let the Crowd paſs by, when keeping my Eye 
upon a parcel of Lace, which the Shop-keeper 
was ſhowing to ſome Ladies that ſtood by me; the 
Shop-keeper and her Maid were ſo taken up with 
looking to ſee who was a coming, and what Shop 
they would go to, that I found means to flip a Pa- 
per of Lace into * Vt. and come clear off 
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with it, ſo the- Lady Millener paid dear enough 
for ber gaping after the Queen,* n 
I WEN off from the Shop, as if driven along 
 by:.the Throng, and mingling myſelf with the 
Crowd, went out at the other Door of the Ex- 
<bage, and {9 got Away beldre they mige their 
Lace; and becauſe. I would not be follow*d, 1 
call'd a Coach and ſhut myſelf up in it; had 
ſcarſe ſhut the Coach Doors up, but I ſaw the 
Milleners Maid, and five or ſix more come running 
out into the Street, and crying out as if they 
were frighted.;, they did not cry ſtop Thief, be- 


* 
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ſy; and Itock the Packet of Lace and laid it rea- 
dy to have dropt it out at the Flap of the Coach, 


had not 0 move, 
t 
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ſt o f the Siſters ſpoke to him, which I perceiv d 

Wren T heard her diſmiſs the Footman, I 
ſtep'd up to him, and ask'd him, what little Lady 
that was? and held a little Chat with him, abont 
what. a pretty Child it was with her, and how 
Genteel, and well Carriag'd the Lady, the eldeſt 
would be ; how Womanith, and how Grave; and 
the Fool of a Fellow told me preſently who ſhe 
was, that ſhe was Sir Thomas ——*s eldeſt Daugh- 
ter of Eſſex, and that ſhe was a great Fortune, 
that her Mother was not come to Town yet; but 
ſhe was with Sir William —— —'s Lady of Suffolk, 
at her Lodgings in Suffolk Street, and a great deal 
more; that they had a Maid and a Woman to 
wait on them, beſides, Sir Thomas's Coach, the 
Coachman and himſelf and that young Lady 
was Governeſs to the whole Family as well here, 


as at Home too; and in ſhort, told me abundance 
4 


of things enough for my buſineſs. 
TI Was very well dreſs'd, and had my gold 
Watch, as well as ſhe; ſo I left the Footman, and 
I puts myſelf in a Rank with this young Lady, 
having ſtay'd till ſhe had taken one double Turn 
in the Mall, and was going forward again, by and 
by, I ſaluted her by her Name, with the Title of 
Lady Betty : I ask'd her when ſhe heard from her 
Father? when my Lady her Mother would be in 
Town and how ſhe did al 
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my d at their going into the Mall, and the big- 
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ITAL R' ſo familiarly to her of her whole Fa- 
mily that ſhe cou d not uſpect, but that I knew 
them all intimately : Lask d her why ſhe would 
come Abroad without Mrs. Chime with her (that 
was the Name of her Woman) to take care of Mrs. 
Fudith that was her Siſter. Then I enter'd into 
a long Chat with, her about her Siſter, what a fine 
little Lady ſhe was, and ask d her if ſhe had learn'd 
French, and a Thouſand ſuch little things to en- 
tertain her, when on a ſudden we ſee the Guards 
come, and the Crowd run to ſee the King go by to 


k * 


the Parliament-Houſe. . 
THe Ladies run all to the Side of the Mall, and I 
help d my Lady to ſtand upon the edge of the Boards 
on the ſide of the Mall, that ſhe might be high e- 
nough to ſees, and took the little one and lifted her 
quite up; during which, I took care to convey the 
gold Watch ſo clean away from the Lady Betty, 
that ſhe never felt it, nor miſs'd it, till all the 
Crowd wa one, and ſhe was gotten into the mid- 
dle of the Mall among the other Ladies. 
-T Took my leave of her in the very Crowd, 
and faid to her, as if in haſt, dear Lady Betty take 
- care of your little Siſter, and ſo the Crowd did, as 
it were Thruſt me away from her, and that I was 
oblig'd unwillingly to take my leave, 
TRE hurry in ſuch Caſes is immediately over, 
and the Place clear as ſoon as the King is gone by; 
but as there is always a great running and clutter 
155 as the King paſles ; fo having drop'd the two 
ittle Ladies, and done my Bulineſs with them, 
without any Miſcarriage, I kept hurring on a- 
mong the Crowd, as if I run to ſee the King, and 
ſo I got before the Crowd and kept ſo, till I came 
to the End of the Mall; when the King going on 
toward the Horſe-Guards; I went forward to = 
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Paſſage, which went then thro' againſt the lower 
End off the Hay- Market, and there I beſtow'd a 
Coach upon myſelf, and made off; and I confeſs I 
have not yet been ſo — as my werd (viz.) to 
go and viſit my Lady Betty. ö 

I Was once of the mind to venture laying 
with Lady Betty, till ſhe miſt the Watch, and 15 


bave made a great Out- ery about it with her, and 


have got her into her Coach, and put myſelf in 
the Coach with her, and have gone Home with 
her; for ſhe appear'd ſo fond of me, and fo per- 
ſectly deceiv'd by my ſo readily talking to her of 
all her Relations and Family, that I thought it 
was very eaſy to puſh the thing farther, and to 
have got at leaſt the Neck-lace of Pearl; but 
when J conſider'd that tho the Child would not 
perhaps have ſuſpected me, other People might, 
and that if I was ſearch'd I ſhould be diſcover d; 
I thought it was beſt to go off with what I had got, 
and be ſatisfy d. | | 
I Came accidentally afterwards to hear, that 
when the young Lady miſs'd her Watch,ſhe made a 
great Out-cry in the Fark, and ſent her Footmanup 
and down, to ſee if he could find me ont, ſhe having 
deſcnb'd me ſo perfectly, that he knew preſently 
that it was the {ame Perſon that had ſtood andtalk- 
ed ſo long with him, and ask'd him ſo many Que- 
ſtions about them; but I was gone far enough out 
of their reach before ſhe could come at her Foot- 
man to tell him the Story. f 
IMapx another Adventure eafter this, of a Na- 
ture different from all I had been concern'd in yet, 
and this was at a Gaming - Houſe near Convent- 
Garden. 7 6 
I Saw ſeveral People go in and out; and I food 
in the Paſſage a good while with another Woman 
"£4 5 | with 
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with” me, and ſeeing a Gentleman go up that 
ſeem ' d to be of more than ordinary Faſhion, I ſaid 
to him, Sir, pray don't they give Women leave to 
go up? hes Madam, ſays he, and to play too if they 
leaſe ; I mean fo Sir, ſaid I; and with that, he 
4aid he would-antroduce me if I had a mind; ſo 
TI follow'd him to*the Door, and he looking in, 
there, Madam, ſays he, are the Gamefters, if you 
have a mind to venture; I look d in and ſaid to my 
Comrade, aloud, here's nothing but Men, I won't 
venture among them; at which one of the Gentle- 
men cryd out, you need not be afraid Madam, 
here's none but fair Gamefters, you are very 
welcome to come and Set what you pleaſe; fo I 
went a little nearer and look'd on, and fome of 
them brought me a Chair, and I fat down and ſee 
the Box and Dice go round a pace; then ] ſaid to 
my Comrade, the Gentlemen play too high for 
us, come let us go. DS ©3359 1 $3) 2757000 
| Txt People were all very civil, and one 
Gentleman in particular encourag'd me, and ſaid, 
come Madam, if you pleaſe to Venture, if yon 
dare Truſt me I'll anſwer for it; you ſhall have 
nothing put upon you here; no Sir, ſaid 1, ſmil- 
ing, I hope the Gentlemen wou'd not Cheat a Wo- 
man; but {till I declin'd venturing, tho' I pull'd 
out a Purſe with Money in it, that they might ſee 
I did not want Money. od dne 
ArrER I had fat a while, one Gentleman {aid 
to me ſeering, come Madam, I ſee you are a- 
fraid to venture for yourſelf; I always had good 
luck with the Ladies, you ſhall Set for me, if 
vou won't Set for yourſelf; Ltold him, Sir I fhould 
+ very loth to looſe your Money, tho' I added, I 
am pretty lucky too; but the Gentlemen play fo 
high, that I dare not indeed venture my own. 
= W ELL, 
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Well well, ſays be, there's ten Guineas Ma- 


. 
— 


dam, Set them for me; ſo I took his Money and ſet, 
d himſelf looking on; I run out Nine the of Guineas 
0 by One and Two at a Time, and then the Box 
y coming to the next Man to me, my Gentleman 
e = me Ten Guineas more, and made me Set 
0 ive of them at once, and the Gentleman who 
, had at the Box threw out, ſo there was Five Gui- 
u neas of his Money again; he was encourag'd at 

this, and made me take the Box, which was a bold 
t Venture : However, I held the Box ſo long that 
e- I had gain'd him his whole Money, and had a 
n, handful of Guineas in my Lap, and which was 
* the better Luck, when I threw out, I threw but 
I at One or Two of thoſe that had Set me, and ſo 
f | went off eaſie. 
- WREN I was come this length, I offer'd the 
to Gentleman all the Gold, for it was his own; and 
Jr 5 would have had him play for himſelf, pretend- 

ing I did not underſtand the Game well enough : 
1e He laugh'd, and faid if I had but good Luck, it 
d, was no matter whether I underſtood the Game or 
Jil no; but I ſhould not leave off: However he took 
ve out the 15 Guineas that he had put in at firſt, and 
1- bad me play with the reſt: I would have told 
O- them to ſee how much J had got, but he ſaid no, 
'd no, don't tell them, I believe you are very honeſt, 
ee and *tis bad Luck to tell them, ſo I play'd on. 


I Underſtood the Game well enough, tho' I pre- 
id tended I did not, and play d cautioufly; it was to 
- keep a good Stock in my Lap, out of which I eve- 
d ry now and then convey'd ſome into my Pocket 
f but in ſuch a manner, and at ſuch convenient 
i times, as I was ſure he cou'd not fee it, 
0 


Y 4 


1 
1 Play*p a great while, and had very good 
Luck for him, * laſt time -I geld che Bor, 
they Set me high, and I threw boldly at all; I held 
e Box till I gain'd near Fourſcore Guineas, but 
oft above half of it back at the laſt throw; ſo I 
got up, for J was afraid I ſhould loſe it all back 
Again, and ſaid to him, pray come Sir now and 
and take it and play for your ſelf, I think 1 
ave done pretty well for you; he would have 
ad me play d on, but it grew late, and I defir'd 
+ be excus d. When I gave it up to him, I told 
im Thop'd he would give me leave to tell it now, 
hat I might ſee what I had gain'd, and how lucky 
had been for him; when I told them, there was 
Threeſcore, and Three Guineas. Ay, ſays I, if 
had not been for that unlucky Throw I had got 
o,. Hundred Guineas; fo I gave him all the Mo- 
cy, but he would not take it till Il had put my 
Hand into it, and taken ſome for myſelf, and bid 
212 pleafe myſelf; I refus'd it, and was poſit ive I 
would not take it myſelf, if he had a mind to 
1 N thing of that kind it ſhould be all his own 
11 ONES, — 7 
Ta E reſt of the Gentlemen ſeeing us ſtriving, 
7d give it her all; but I abſolutely refus'd that; 
eu one of them faid, D—n ye Fack, half it 
ih her, don't you know you ſhould'be always 
on even Terms with the Ladies; ſo in ſhort, Ne 
; ivided it with me, and I brought away 30 Gui- 
+ £48, beſides about 43, which I had ſtole private- 
+, which I was forry for afterwards, becauſe he 
us ſo generous. 
Inos brought Home 73 Guineas, and let 
„eld Governefs fee what good Luck I had at 
„lay: However, it was her Advice that I ſhould 
yot 
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dot venture again, and I took her Council, fd 


I never went there any more; for I knew as well 
as ſhe, if the Itch of Play came in, I might ſoon 
loſe that, and all the reſt of what I had got. 

Fox ru vt had ſmil'd upon me to that degree, 
and I had Thriven ſo much, and my Governeſs 
too, for ſhe always had a Share with me, that 
really the old Gentlewoman began to talk of lea- 
ving off while we were well, and being ſatisfy d 
with what we had got; but, I know not what 
Fate guided me, I was as backward to it now as 
ſhe was when I propos'd it to her before, and ſo 
in an ill Hour we gave over the Thoughts of it 
for the preſent, and in a Word, I grew more 
hardn'd and audacious than ever, and the Succeſs 
I had, made my Name as famous as any Thief of 
my fort ever had been at Aewgate, and in the 
Old- Bayly. 7 | 

I Hap ſometimes taken the liberty to Play the 
Tame Game over again, which is not according to 
Practice, which however ſucceeded not amiſs ; but 
generally I took up new Figures, and contriv'd to 
appear in new Shapes every time Iwent abroad. 
. IT was nowa rumbling time of the Year, and 
the Gentlemen being moſt of them gone out of 
Town, Iunbridge, and Epſum, and ſuch Places 
were full of People, but the City was Thin, and I 


thought our Trade felt it a little, as well as others; 


ſo that at the latter End of the Year I joyn'd 
myſelf with a Gang, who uſually go every Year 
to Sturbridge Fair, aud from thence toPury Fair, in 
Suffolk: We promis'd our ſelves great things 
here, but when I came ro ſee how things were, I 
was weary of it preſently ; for except meer Pick- 
ing of Pockets, there was little worth meddling 
with; neither if a Booty had been made, was it 

| 22 . 19 


( 324) 
ſo eaſy carrying it off, nor was their ſuch a vari- 
ety of occaſion for Buſineſs in our way, as in Loi- I 1; in 
don; all that I made of the erage ta was a Fudd 
gold Watch at Bury Fair, and a ſmall. parcel of 11 
Linnen at Cambridge, which gave me an occaſion to and f 
take leave of the Place: It was an old Bite, and 2n In 
I thought might do with a Country Shop keeper, not d 
tho'ꝰ in London it would not. i amon 
I BeouGHT at a Linnen Draper's Shop, not in but J 
the Fair, but in the Town of Cambridge, as much value 
fine Holland and other things as came to about Dytc} 
ſeven Pound; when J had done, I bad them be ſent by Fc 
to ſuch an Inn, where I had purpoſely taken up portn 
my being the ſame Morning, as if I was to Lodge where 
there that Night. 8 Ae 
I OrDER'D the Draper to fend them Home to T x 
me, about ſuch an Hour to the Inn where I lay, Dutch 
and I would pay him his Money; at the time ap- with! 
pointed the Draper ſends the Goods, and I plac'd 
one of our Gang at the Chamber Door, and when 
the Innkeeper's Maid brought the Meſſenger to 
the Door, who was a young Fellow, an Appren- 
..tice, almoſt a Man; ſhe tells him her Miſtreſs was 
aſleep, but if he would leave the thinge, and call 
in about an Hour, I ſhould be awake, and he 
might have the Money; he left the Parcel very 
readily, and goes his way, and in about half an 
Hour my Maid and T walk'd off, and that very 
Evening I hired a Horſe, and a Man to ride before 
me, and went to Newmarket, and from thence got 
my Paſlage in a Coach that was not quite full to 
St. Edmund s Fury; Where as I told you I could 
make but little of my Trade, only at a little 
Conntry Opera-Houſe, made a ſhift to carry off 
a gold Watch from a Ladies fide, who was not by 
| i 
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ly intollerably Merry, but as I thought a little 
Fuddled, which made my Work much eafter. 

I Mavpe off with this little Booty to Ipſwich, 
and from thence to Harwich; where I went into 
an Inn, as if I had newly arriv'd from Holland, 
not doubting but I ſhould make ſome Purchaſe 
among the Foreigners that came on ſhore there ; 
but T found them generally empty of things of 


value, except what was in their Portmanteuas, and 


Dutch Hampers, which were generally guarded 
by Footmen ; however, I fairly got one of their 
Portmanteuas one Evening out of the Chamber 
where the Gentleman lay, the Footman being faſt 
a ſleep on the Bed, and I ſuppoſe very Drunk. 

T x e Room in which I Lodg'd, lay next to the 


Dutchman's, and having dragg'd the heavy thing 


with much a- do out of the Chamber into mine; I 
went out into the Street, to ſee if I could find a- 
ny poſſibility of carrying it off, I walk'd about 
a great while but could ſee no probability, either 
of getting out the thing, or of conveying away 
the Goods that was in it if I had open'd it, he 
Town being ſo ſmall, and I a perfe& Stranger in 
it; ſo I was returning with a reſolution to carry it 
back again, and leave it where I found it: Juſt 
in that very Moment I heard a Man make a Noiſe 
to ſome People to make haſt, for the Boat was 
going to put off, and the Tide would be ſpent ; 
I call 'd to the Fellow, What Boat is it Friend, 
ſays IJ, that you belong to? the Ipſwich Wherry, 
Madam, ſays he: When do you go off, ſays I? this 
Moment Madam, ſays be, do you want to go thi- 
ther? yes, ſaid I, if you can ſtay till I fetch my 
77 Where are your things Madam, ſays be £ 
At ſuch an | 5; J: Well Tl go with you Ma- 
ER þ 9 25 0G dam, 
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dam, ſays be, very civilly, and rügen, for you; 
come away then, ſays J, and takes him with me. 
Tu R People of the Inn were in great hurry, 
the Packet- Boat from Holland, being juſt come 
in, and two Coaches juſt come alſo with Paſſen- 
gers from London, for another Packet-Boat that was 
going off for Holland, which Coaches were to go 
Pack next Day with the Paſſengers that were juſt 
Landed : In this hurry it was not much mind- 
ed, that I came to the Bar, and paid my Reck- 
oning, telling my Landlady I had gotten my Paſ- 
ſage by Sea in a Wherry. nr cake 
-TxesE Wherries are large Veſſels, with good 
Accommodation for carrying Paſſengers from Har- 
wich to Zoudon; and tho' they are call'd Wherries, 
which is a word us ' d in the Thames for a ſmall Boat, 
Row d with one ar two Men; yet theſe are Veſſels 
able to carry twenty Paſſengers, and ten or fifteen 
Ton of Goods, and fitted to bear the Sea; all this 
T had found out by enquiring the Night before in- 
to the ſeveral ways of going to London, 
Mx Landlady wag very Courteous, took my 
Money for my Reckoning, but was call'd away, 
all the Hoyſe being in a hurry ; ſo I left her, took 
the Fellow up to my Chamber, gave him the 
Trunk, or Portmanteua, for it was like a Trunk, 
and wrapt it about with an old Apron, and he 
went directly to his Boat with it, and I after him, 
no Body asking us the leaſt Queſtion about it; 
for as the drunken Dutch Footman he was ſtill 
a ſleep, and his Mafter with other Foreign Gentle- 
men at Supper, and very Merry below; ſo I went 
clean oft with it to Ipſwich, and going in the 
Night, the People of the Houſe knew nothing, 
but that I was gone to London, by the Harwich 
Wherry as Thad told my Landlad rx. 


' thon 
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IWa4CS plagu'd at Ipſwich wich the Cuſtom 


Houſe Officers, who ſtopt my Trunk, as T calP4 it, 


and would open, and ſearch it; I was willing I 


told them, they ſhould ſearch it, but my Husband 


had the Key, and he was not yet come from Har- 
wich; this I ſaid, that if upon ſearching it, they 

Ia find all the things be ſuch, as properly be- 
long'd to a Man rather than a Woman, it ſhould 
not ſeem ſtrange to them; however, they being 


offitive to open the Trunk, I conſented to have 


t be broken open, that is to ſay, to have the Lock 
taken off, which was not difficult. | 

Tukur found nothing for their turn, for the 
Trunk had been ſearch'd before, but they diſco- 
ver'd ſeveral things very much to my ſatisfaction, 
as ny a parcel of Money in French Pi- 
ſtoles, and ſome Dutch Ducatoons, or Rix Dollars, 
and tie reſt was chiefly two Perriwigs, wearing 
Linnen, and Razors, Waſh-balls, Perfumes and 
other uſeful things Neceſſaries for a Gentleman; 
which all paſs'd for my Husband's, and fo I was 
quit of them. "pa 

IT was now very early in the Morning, and 
not Light, and I knew not well what Courſe to 
take; for I made no doubt but I ſhould be pur- 
ſued in the Morning, and perhaps be taken with 
the things about me; ſo I reſolv'd upon taking 


new Meaſures; I went publickly to an Inn in 


the Town with my Trunk, as I call'd it, and ha- 
ving taken the Subſtance ont, I did not think the 
Lumber of it worth my concern; however, I gave 
it the Landlady of the Houſe with a Charge to 
take great Care of it, and lay it up fafe till I 
ſhould come again, and away I walk'd into the 
vtgeet, ; IJ | 
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WRHE NI was got into the Town a great way 
from the Inn, I met with an antient Woman who 
had juſt open'd her Door, I and fell into Chat 
with her, and ask'd her a great many wild Queſtions 
of things all remote to my Purpoſe and Deſign, 
but in my Diſcourſe I found by her how the Town 

 wasſituated, that I was in a Street which went out 
towards Hadly , but that ſuch a Street went to- 
wards the Water-ſide, ſuch a Street went into the 
Heart of the Town , and at laſt ſuch a Street went 
28 Colcheſter, and ſa the London Road lay 
there. 

I Hav ſoon my Ends of this old Woman; for 
I only wanted to know which was London Road, 
and away I walk'd as faſt as I could; not that I 
intended to go on Foot, either to London cr to 
Colcheſter, but I wanted to get quietly away from 
Ipſwich, 8 

I WALx'D about two or three Mile, and then 
I met a plain Countryman, who was buſy about 
ſome Husbandry work I did not know what; 
and I ask'd him a great many Queſtions firſt, not 
much to the purpoſe ; but at laſt told him I was 
going for London, and the Coach was full, and I 
cou'd not get a Paſſage, and ask'd him if he cou'd 
not tell me where to hire a Horſe that would car- 
ry double, and an honeſt Man to ride before me to 
Colcheſter, that ſo I might get a Place there in the 
Coaches; the honeſt Clown look'd earneſtly at me, 
and ſaid nothing for above half a Minute; when 
ſcratching his Pole, a Horſe ſay you, and to Cal - 
cheſter to carry double; why yes Miſtreſs, alack-a- 
day, you may have Horſes enough fer Money; 
well Friend, ſays I, that I take for granted, I 
don't expect 1t without Money : Why but Mi- 
ſtreſs, ſays be, how' much are you willing to give ; 

; 2 8 
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DAY- faysTIagain, Friend, I don't know what your 
es are in the Country here, for I am a Strang- 
er; but if you can get one for me, get it as Cheap 
5 you can, and Il give you ſomewhat for your 
ains. 5 ö 
Wer that's honeſtly ſaid too, ſays the Country- 
man; not ſo boneft neither, ſaid I, to myſelf, if thou 
kneweſt all; why Miſtreſs, ſays be, I kive a Horſe 
that will carry Double, and I don't much care if 
I go my ſelf with you; and the like: Will you, 
ſays T? well I believe you are an honeſt Man, if 
ou will, I ſhall be glad of it, Ill pay you in 
eaſon ; why look ye Miſtreſs, ſays be, I won't 
be out of Reaſon with you then, if TI carry you to 
Colecbefter, it will be worth five Shillings for my- 
_ 8 my Horſe, for I ſhall hardly come back 

to Night, 

I u bert. I hir'd the honeſt Man and his Horſe 
but when we came to a Town upon the Road, 
do not remember the Name of it, but it ſtands up- 
on a River, I pretended myſelf very ill, and I 
could go no farther that Night, but if he would 
ſtay there with me, becauſe I was a Stranger I 
would pay him for himſelf, and his Horſe with all 
my Heart. i 

THxX1sT did becauſe I knew the Dutch Gentle- 
men and their Servants would be upon the Road 
that Day, either in the Stage Coaches, or riding 
Poſt, and I did not know but the drunken Follow, 
or {ome body elſe that might have ſeen me at Har- 
wich, might ſee me again, and fo I thought that 
in ones Days ſtop they would be all gone by. 

Wx lay all that Night there, and the next 
Morning it was not very early when I ſet out, fo 
that it was near Ten a-Clock by that time I got 
to Colecheſfer : It was no little Pleaſure that I 
| TOS | aw 
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3G 
fu the Town, where I had ſo many pleafiint Days, 
and I made many Enquires after the good 014 
Friends, I had once had thexe,. but conld make 
little out, they were all dead or remov'd: The 
young Ladies had been all. married or gone to 
; $042 the old Gentleman and the ol TAY, 
% 


that had been my early Benefactreſs all dea 
and which troubled me moſt the young Gentle. 
man my firſt Lover, and afterwards my Brother- 
in-Law was dead; but two Sons Men grown, were 
15 3 him, but they too were Tranſplanted to 
Ono gx. 5 6 II Xa 
I Di8M188'n my old Man here, and ſtay d in- 
cognito for three or four Days in Colechefter, and 
then took a Paſſage in a Waggon, becauſe I would 
not venture being ſeen in the Harwich Coaches; 
but I needed not have uſed ſo much Caution, for 
there was no Body in Harwich but the Woman of 
the Houſe, could have known; me nor was it ra- 
tional to think that ſhe, conſidering the hurry ſhe 
was in, and that ſhe never faw me but once, and 
that by Candle light, ſhould haveever diſcover'd 


Dy - > 
I Was now return'd to London, and tho? by the 
Accident of the laſt Adventure, I. got. ſomething 
conſiderable, yet I was not fond of any moreCoun- 


try rabies, nor ſhould T haye ventur'd Abroad IV 
again if I had carried the Trade on to the End of wh 
my Days; I gave my Governeſs.a Hiſtory of 'my tan 
Travels, ihe Rik d the Harwich Journey well e- rei 
nough, and in Di ſcourſing of theſe things between Hat 
our {elves ſhe obſerv'd, that a Theif being a Crea- of 
ture that Watches the Advantages of other Peo- of 
ples miſtakes, tis impoſſible but that to one that one 
1s vigilant and induſtrious many Opportunities I 
muſt happen, and therefore ſhe” thought that my 


One 3 


r 


one {> exquiſitely keen in the Trade as I was, 


would ſcarce fail of ſomething extraordinary 
where ever I went. 6 CORBETT. 
Or che other hand, every Branch of my Story, 
if duly confider'd, may be uſeful to honeft P᷑b- 
ple, and afford a due Caution to People of ſome 
ſort, or other to Guard againft the like Surprizes, 
and to have their Eyes about them when the 


-/ 


have to do with Strangers of any kind, for tis very. 


ſeldom that ſome Snare or other is not in their 
way. The Moral indeed of all my Hiftorys 
left to be gather'd by the Senſes and Judgment of 
the Reader; I am not Qualified topreach to them, 
let the Experience of one Creature compleatly 
Wicked, and compleatly Miferable be a Store - 
houſe of nſeful warning to thoſe that read. © © 
IA drawing now towards a new Variety of 
the Scenes of Life: Upon my return, being harden- 
ed by a long Race of Crime, and Succeſs, unpa- 
ralell'd, at leaſt in the reach of my own Know- 
ledge, I had, às J have ſaid, no thoughts of laying 
down a Trade, which if I was to judge by the 
Example of others, muſt however End at laſt in 
Miſery and Sorrow, F 
I was on the Chriſtmas- day following in the Es. 
vening, that to finiſh a long Train of Wickedneſs, 
Iwent Abroad to ſee what might offer in my way; 
when going by a Working Sil ver-Smiths in Fofter- 
lane, I faw a tempting Bait indeed, and not to be 
reſiſted by one of my Occupation; for the Sho 

had no Body in it, as I could fee, and a great dea 

of looſe Plate lay in the Window, and at the Seat 
of the Man, who: uſually as I ſuppoſe Work'd at 
one ſide of the Shop. Gd it. 
INT boldly in and was juft going to lay 
my Hand upon a peice of Plate, and might 9 
SN] | one 
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done it, and carried it clear off, for any care that 
the Men who belong'd to the Shop had taken of it; 
but an oſficious Fellow in a thats. not a Shop, on 
the other ſide of the Way, ſeeing me go in, and ob- 
ſerving that there was no Body in the Shop, comes 


running over the Street, and into the Shop, and an 

without asking me what I was, or who, ſeizes up- hi, 

on me, and cries out for the People of the Houſe. th: 
I H a p not as I faid above, touch'd any thing of 

in the Shop, and ſeeing a glimpſe of ſome Body I « 


running over to the Shop, I had ſo much preſence 
of Mind, as to knock very hard with my Foot on 
the Floor of the Houſe, and was juſt calling out 
too, when the Fellow laid Hands on me. 
_ HowEvER as I had always moſt Courage, when 
I was in moſt danger; fo when the Fellow laid 
Hands on me, I ſtood very high upon it, that 
I came in, to buy half a Dozen of filver Spoons, 
and to my good Fortune, it was a Silver-ſmith's_ 
that fold Plate, as well as work'd Plate, for other 
Shops : The Fellow laugh'd at that Part, and put 
ſuch a value upon the Service that he had done his 
Neighbour, that he would have it be that I came 
not to buy, but toſteal, and raiſing a great Crowd, 
I ſaid to the Maſter of the Shop, who by this 
time was fetch'd Home from ſome Neighbouring 
Place, that it was in vain to make Noiſe, and en- 
ter into Talk there of the Caſe ; the Fellow had 
inſiſted, that I came to ſteal, and he muſt prove 
it, and I defir'd we might go before a Magiſtrate 
without any more Words; for I began to ſee I 
ſhould be too hard for the Man that had ſeiz'd me. 
ITE Maſter and Miſtreſs of the Shop were really 
not ſo violent, as the Man from tother fide of the 
Way, and the Man ſaid, Miſtreſs-you might come 
into the Shop with a good Deſign for 8 


4 


wo 


1333) 
but it ſeem'd a dangerous thing for you to come 
into ſuch a Shop as mine is, when you ſee no Bo- 
dy there, and I cannot do Juſtice to my Neigh- 
bour, who was ſo kind to me, as not to acknow- 
ledge he had reaſon on his Side; tho the whole 
I do not find you atttemp'd to take any thing, 
and I really know not what to do in it: I preſs d 
him to go before a Magiſtrate with me, and if any 
thing cou'd be prov'd on me, that was like a deſign 


of Robbery, I ſhould willingly ſubmit, but if not 


I expected reparation, EO 

Jus while we were in this Debate, and a 
Crowd of People gather'd about the Door came 
by Sir T. B. an Alderman of the Guy; and Ju- 
ſtice of the Peace, and the Goldſmith hearing of 
it goes out, and entreated his Worſhip to come in 


and decide the Caſe. | 
Grve the Goldſmith his due, he told his Story 


with a great deal of Juſtice and Moderation, and the 


Fellow that had come over, and ſeiz d upon me, 
told his with as much Heat, and foolliſh Paſſ- 
on, which did me good ftill, rather than Harm : It 
came then to my turn to ſpeak, and I told his 


Worihip that I was a Stranger in London, being. 


newly come out of the North, that I Lodg'd in 
ſuch a Place, that I was pailing this Street, and 
went into the Goldſmiths Shop to buy half a Do- 
zen of Spoons, by great good Luck I had an old 
ſilver Spoon in my Pocket, whichT pull'd out, and 
told him I had carried that Spoon to match it with 
half a Dozen of new ones, that it might match ſome 
I had in the Country. 

TH a T ſeeing no Body in the Shop, I knock'd 
with my Foot very hard to make the People hear, 
and had alſo call d aloud with my Voice: Tis 


true, there was looſe Plate in the Shop, but that 
no 
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be EG Wor true, ſays Mr. Alderman, and turning to the 


- IE. 
0 Body cod ſay 1 had touch'd any of it; 
or gone near it; that a Fellow came running 
anto-the;Shoptout:;of the Street, and laid Hands 
onum in a furious manner, in the very Moments, 
While n for the People of the Houſe; 
that if he had really had a mind to have done his 
Neighbour any Service, he ſhould have ſtood at 
a di ſtante, arid ſilently watch'd to ſee whether I 
had to lan thing, or no, and then have clap*d 
in upon met and taken me in the Fact: That is 


Fellow. that ſtopt me, he ask'd him if it was true 
that I knock d with my Foot, he ſaid yes I had 
knock d, but that might be becauſe of his coming; 
Nay, ſays the Alderman, taking him ſhort, now 
N 20 yourſelf, for juſt now you ſaid, ſhe 

yas in the Shop with her back to you, and did not 
ſee you e er upon her; now it was true, 
that my back was partly to the Street, but yet as 
my Buſineſs was of a kind that requir'd me to 
have my Eyes every way, fo I really had a 
glance of him running over, as I ſaid before, tho? 
he did not perceive 1t. ; 
Ar TE& a full Hearing, the Alderman gave it 
as his Opinion, that his. Neighbour was under a 
miſtake, and that I was Innocent, and the Gold- 
fmith acquiſc'd in it too, and his Wife, and ſo I 
was diſmiſs'd ; but as I was going to depart, Mr. 
Alderman ſaid, but hold Madam, if yon were 
deſigning to buy Spoons I hope you will not let 
my Friend here loſe his Cuſtomer by the Miſtake: 
I readily anſwer'd, no Sir, I'll buy the Spoons ſtill 
if he can Match my odd Spoon, which I brought 
for a Pattern, and the Goldfinith ſhew'd me 
ſome of the very ſame Faſhion; ſo he weigh'd the 
Spoons, and they came to five and thirty Ay 
04 x Q 
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f 1 pulls out my Purſe to pay him, in which 1 Had 
near 20 Guineas, for I never went without ſuch a: | 
Sum about me, what ever might happen, and I. 1 
found it of uſe at other times as well as now. 2 iy 
Wr Mr. Alderman ſaw my Money, be ſaid, 1 
well Madam, now IamAatisfy'd you were wrong'd, 
and it was for this Reaſon, that I mov'd:yow 
ſhould buy the Spoons, and ftaid till you had 
bought them, for if you had not had Money to 
pay for them, I ſhould have ſuſpected that you a 
did not come into the Shop with an intent to buy, 'Y 
for indeed the ſort of People who come upon 4 
thoſe Deſigns, that you have been Charg'd with, 1 
are ſeldom troubl'd with much Gold in their 
Pockets, as I ſee you are. "<7 10 
TSmirl'p, and told his Worſhip, that then T 
o d ſomething of his Favour to my Money, butT 
hop'd he ſaw reaſon alſo in the Juſtice he had done 
me bel ore; he ſaid, yes he had, but this had con- , 
firm'd his Opinion, and he was fully ſatisfy'd 
now of my having been injur'd; fo I came off 
with flying Colours, tho' from an Affair, in which 


I was at the very brink of Deſtruction. 
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it Ir was but three Daysafter this, that not at all 
a made Cautious by my former Danger as I us'd to 
- be, and ſtill purſuing the Art which I had fo long 

1 been employ'd in, I ventur d into a Houſe where 
r. 1 ſaw the Doors open, and furniſh*d myſelf 
re as I thought verily without being perceiv'd, with 
et two Peices of flower'd Silks, ſuch as they call 
2: Brocaded Silk, very rich; it was not a Mercers 
Il Shop, nor a Warehouſe of a Mercer, but look'd 

t like a private Dwelling-Houſe, and was it ſeems 


Inhabited by a Man that ſold Goods for the Wea- 
vers to the Mercers, like a Broker or Factor. 
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THAT I may make ſhort” of this black Part of 
this Story, I was attack d by two Wenches that 
came open Mouth'd at me juſt as I was going out 
at the Door, and one of them pull'd me back in- 
to the Room, while the other ſhut the Door er 
me; I would have given them good Words, but 
there was no room for it; two firery Dragons 
cou'd not have been more furious then they were; 
they tore my Cloths, bully'd and foar'd as if 
they would have murtherd me; the Miſtreſs 
of the Houſe came next, and then the Maſter, and 
all outrageous, for a while eſpecially. ah 
I Gave the Maſter very good Words, told him 
the Door was open, and things were a Temptati- 
on to me, that I was poor, and diſtreſs'd, and Po- 
verty was what many could not reſiſt, and beg d 
him with Tears to have pity on me; the Miſtreſs 
of the Houſe was mov'd with Compaſſion, and 
enclin'd to have let me 
ſwaded her Husband to it alfo, but {the ſawcy 
Wenches were run even before they were ſent, and 
had fetch'd a Conſtable, and then the Maſter ſaid, 
he could not go back, I muſt go before a Juſtice, 
and anſwer'd his Wife that he might come into 
Trouble himſelf if he ſhould let me go. 
Tu E fight of the Conftable indeed ſtruck me 
me with terror, and I thought I ſhould have funk 
into the Ground; I fell into faintings, and in- 


- deed the People themſelves thought I would have 


died, when the Woman argued again for me, and 
entreated her Husband, feeing they had loſt no- 
thing to let me go: I offer'd him to pay for the 
two Peices whatever the value was, tho' I had not 
got them, and argued that ache had his Goods, 
and had really loſt nothing , would be cruel to 
purſue me to Death, and hade m Blood * 

AR . are 


go, and had almoſt per- 


ſtances, and of tf 
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bare Attempt of taking them, I put the Conſta- 
ble in mind that I had broke no Dcors, nor car- 
ried any thing away; and when I came to the ju- 
ſtice, and pleaded there that I had neither broken 
any thing to get in, nor carried any thing out, the 
Juſtice was enclin'd to have releas'd me; but the 
firſt ſawcy Jade that ſtop'd me, affirming that I 
was going out with the Goods, but that ſhe ſtop'd 
me and pull'd me back as I was upon the Threſhold, 


the Juſtice upon that point committed me, and 1 


was carried to Newgate; that horrid Place! my 
very Blood chills at the mention of its Name; 
the Place, where ſo many of my Comrades had 


been lock'd up, and from whence they went 


to the fatal Tree; the Place were my Mother ſuf- 
fered ſo deeply, where I was brought into the 
World, and from whence I expected no Redempti- 
on, but by an infamous Death : To conclude, the 
Place that had fo long expected me, and which with 
ſo much Art and Succeſs I had ſo long avoided, .. 
I Was now fix'd indeed; tis impoſſible to 
deſcribe the terror of my mind, when I was firſt 
brought in, and when I look'd round upon all the 
horrors of that diſmal Place: I look d on my- 
ſelf as loſt, and that I had nothing to think of, 
but of going out of the World, and that with the 
utmoſt Infamy ; the helliſh Noiſe, the Roaring; 
Swearing and Clamour, the Stench and Naſtineſs, 
and all the dreadful croud of Afflicting things that 
I faw there; joyn'd together to make the Place 
ſeem an Emblem of Hell itſelf, and a kind ot an 
Entrance into it, 


0 "+ 


No I reproach'd myſelf with the many hints 1 
T had had, as I bave mentioned above, from my 


own Reaſon, fri 1 Senſe of my good Circum- 
many Dangers I had cſcap'd to, 
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leave off while I was well, and how I had with- 
ſtood them all, and hardened my Thoughts a- 
gainſt all Fear; it ſeem'd to me that I was hur- 
ried on by an invitable and unſeen Fate to this 
Day of Miſery, and that now I was to Expiate 
all my Offences at the Gallows, that I was now 
to give ſatisfaction to Juſtice with my Blood, and 
that I was come to the laſt Hour of my Life, and 
of my Wickedneſs together: Theſe things pour'd 
themſelves in upon my Thoughts in a confus'd 
manner, and left me overwhelm'd with Melan- 
cholly and Deſpair. 

_ THEN I repented heartily of all my Life paſt, 
but that Repentance yielded me no Satisfaction, 
no Peace, no not in the leaſt, becauſe, as I ſaid to 
myſelf, it was repenting after the Power of farther 
Sinning was taken away: I ſeem'd not to Mourn 
that I had committed ſuch Crimes, and for the 
Fact, as it was an Offence againſt God and my 
Neighbour ; but I mourn'd that J was to be pu- 
niſh'd for it; I was a Penitent as I thought, not 
that I had ſinn'd, but that IT was to ſuffer, and this 
took away all the Comfort, and even the hope of 

my Repentance in my own Thoughts. 

I GorT no ſleep for ſeveral Nights or Days after 
I came into that wretch'd Place, and glad I wou'd 
have been for ſome time to have died there, tho 
I did not conſider dying as it ought to be con- 
ſider'd neither, indeed nothing could be fill'd 
with more horror to my Imagination than the 
very Place, nothing was more odious to me than 
the Company that was there: Ol if F had but 
been ſent to any Place in the World, and not to 
Newgate, I ſhould have thonghaumyſelf happy. 


IN 
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Ix the next Place, how did the harden'd 
Wretches that were there before me Triumph o- 
ver me? what! Mrs. Flarders come to Newgate at 
laſt ? what Mrs. Mary, Mrs, Molly, and after that 
lain Moll Flanders? They thought the Devil had 
elp'd me they ſaid, that J had reign'd fo long, 
they expected me there many Years ago, and was 
I come at laſt? then they flouted me with my De- 
jections, welcom'd me to the Place, wiſh'd me 
Joy, bid me have a good Heart, not to be caſt 
down, things might not be ſo bad as I fear d, and 
the like, then call'd for Brandy, and drank to me 
but put it all up to my Score, for they told me I 
was but juſt come to the College, as they call 'd it, 
and ſure I had Money in my Pocket, tho' they had 

none. 

I Asx'D one of this Crew how long ſhe had 
been there? ſhe ſaid four Months; I ask*d her, how 
the Place look'd to her when ſhe firſt came intoit? 
Juſt as it did now to me, {9 ſhe, dreadful and 
frightful, that ſhe thought ſhe was in Hell, and 
lieve fo ſtill, adds He, but it is natural to me now, 
T don't diſturb myſelf about it : I ſuppoſe ſays I, you 
are in no danger of what is to follow: Nay, ſays 


4 ſhe, for you are miſtaken there Jaſſure you, for 1 
d am under Sentence, only I pleaded my Belly, 
1 but I am no more, with Child, than the Judge 
q that try'd me, and I expect to be call'd down next 
Seſſions , this CALL1NnG DOWN, is calling down to 
c | their (Rs Judgement, hen a Woman has been re- 
5 ſpited for her Belly, but proves not to be with Child, 
8 or if ſhe has been with Child, and has been brought to 
y Bed, Well fays I, and are you thus eaſy ?. ay, 


ſays ſhe, I can't hel myſelf, what ſignifyes being 
fad? If I am hang'd there's and End of me, ſays fe, 
12 and 
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and away ſhe turns Dancing, and Sings as ſhe goes, 


the following Peice of Newgate Wit, 


anal n anch Tolls If IH wing by the String, 
C ! 2 
aden Exccurion Dh. I. ſhall bear the * Bell ring. 


And then there's an End of poor Fenny. 


I MExnTIoN this, becauſe it would be worth 
the Obſervation of any Priſoner, who ſhall hereaf- 
ter fall into the ſame Misfortune and come to that 
dreadful Place of Newgate , how Time, Neceſlity, 
and Converſing with the Wretches that are there 
Familiarizes the Place to them; how at laſt 
they become reconcil d to that which at firſt was 
the greateſt Dread upon their Spirits in the World, 
and are as impudently Chearful and Merry in 
their Miſery, as they were when out of it. 

I Can not ſay, as ſome do, this Devil is not 
ſo black, as he is painted; for indeed no Colours 
can repreſent the Place to the Life; nor any Soul 
conceive aright of it, but thoſe who have been 
Sufferers there: But how Hell ſhould become by 
degrees fo natural, and not only tollerable, but 
even agreeable, is a thing Unintelligible, but b 
thoſe who have Experienc'd it, as I have. 

THe ſame Night that TI was ſent to Newgate, I 
ſent the News of it to my old Governeſs, who 
was ſurpriz'd at it you may be ſure, and ſpent 
the Night almoſt as ill out of Newgate, as I did 
211 1f. | 

TRE next Morning, ſhe came to ſee me, ſhe did 
what ſhe con'd to Comfort me, but ſhe ſaw that 


under the Weight, was but to encreaſe the Weight, 
the immediately 


— Y * _ ” 
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fear d]; and firſt ſhe found out the two fiery Jades 
that had ſurpriz'd me; ſhe tamper'd with them, 

perſuad'd them, offer d them Money, and in a 
Word, try'd all imaginable ways to prevent a 
Proſecution; ſhe offer'd one of the Wenches 100 I. 
to go away from her Miſtreſs, and not to appear a- 
gainſt me; but ſhe was ſo reſolute, that tho* the was 
but a Servant-Maid, at 30. a Year Weges or there- 
abouts, ihe refus'd it, and wonld have refus'd it, 
as my Governeſs ſaid ſhe believ'd, if the had of- 
fer d her 500 I. Then ſhe attack'd the tother 
Maid, ſhe was not ſo hard Hearted in appearance 
as the other; and ſometimes ſeem'd inclin'd to be 
merciful; but the firſt Wench kept her up, and 
chang'd her Mind, and would not ſo much as let 
my Governeſs talk with her, but threatn'd to have 
her up for Tampering with the Evidence. 

THEN ſhe apply'd to the Maſter, that is to 
ſay, the Man whoſe Goods had been ſtol'n, and 
particularly to his Wife, who as I told you was 
enclin'd at firſt to have ſome Compaſſion for me 
ſhe found the Woman the fame ſtill; but the 
Man alledg'd he was bound by the Juſtice that 
committed me, to Proſecute, and that he ſhould 
forfeit his Recognizance. | 
Mx Governeſs offer'd to find Friends that thould 
get his Recognizances off of the File, as tiep call 
it, and that he ſhonld not ſuffer; but it was not 
poſſible to Convince him, that could be done, or 
that he could be ſafe any way in the World, but by 
appearing againſt me; fo I was to have three 
Witneflics of Fact, againſt me, the Mafter and his 
two Maids, that is to ſay, I was as certain to be 
caſt for my Life, as T was certain that F was a- 
live, and I nag Needs to do, but to think of dy- 
ing, and prepal fbr it: I had but a fad founda- 
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tion to build upon, as I ſaid before, for all my 
Repentance appear'd to me to be only the Effect 
of my fear of Death, not a ſincere regret for the 
wicked Life that I had liv'd, and which had 
brought this Miſery upon me, or for the offending 
my Creator, who was now ſuddenly to be my 
udge. i a 
0 I Liv 'Þ many Days here under the utmoſt 


horror of Soul; I had Death as it were inview, and 


thought of nothing Night and Day, but of Gib- 
bets and Halters, evil Spirits and Devils; it is not 
to be expreſs'd by Words how I was harraſs d, be- 
tween 'the dreadful Apprehenſions of Death, and 
the Terror of my Conſcience reproaching me wath 
my paſt horrible Life. 

THE Ordinary of Newgate came to me, and 
talk'd a little in his way, but all his Divinity run 


upon Confeſſing my Crime, as he call'd it, (tho he 


knew not what I was in for) making a full Diſco- 
very, and the like, without which he told me God 
would never forgive me; and he ſaid ſo little to 
the purpoſe, that I had no manner of Conſolati- 
on from him; and then to obſerve the poor Crea- 
ture preaching Confeſſion and Repentance to me 
in the Morning, and find him drunk with Bran- 
dy and Spirits by Noon; this had ſomething in it 
ſo ſhocking, that I began to Nauſeate the Man 
more, than his Work, and his Work too by de- 


grees ſor the ſake of the Man; ſo that I deſir d 


him to trouble me no more. 

- I 'KENow not how it was, but by the in- 
defatigable Apphcation of .my diligent Go- 
no Bill preferr'd againſt me 


Cuild-Hall; ſo I had another Month, or five 


Weeks before me, and Without doubt this ought 
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to have been accepted by me, as ſo much time 
given me for Reflection upon what was paſt, and 
preparation for what was to come, or in a Word, I 
ought to have eſteem'd it, as a ſpace given me 
for Repentance, and have employ'd it as ſuch, 
but it was not in me, I was ſorry (as before) for 
being in Newgate, but had very few Signs of Re- 
pentance about me. 
\ On the contrary, like the Waters in the Cave- 
ties, and Hollows of Mountains, which putrifies and 
turns into Stone whatever they are ſuffer'd to 
drop upon; fo the continual Converſing with ſuch 
a Crew of Hell-Hounds as I was, which had the 
ſam? common Operation upon me, as upon other 
Peoqle, I degenerated into Stone; I turn'd firſt 
Stupid and Senſeleſs, then Brutiſh and thoughtleſs, 
and at laſt raving Mad as any of them were, and 
in ſhort, I became as naturally pleas'd and eaſie 
with the Place, as if indeed I had been Born there. 
Ir is ſcarce poſſible to imagine that our Na- 
tures ſhould be capable of ſo much Degeneracy, 
as to make that pleaſant and agreeable that in it 
ſelf is the moſt compleat Miſery. Here was a Cir- 
cumſtance, that I think it is ſcarce poſſible to men- 


tion. a worſe; I was as exquiſitely miſerable as 


ſpeaking of common Cafes, it was poſhble for 
any one to be that had Life and Health, and Mo- 
ney to help them as I had. 

I HAp a weight of Guilt upon me enough to 
fink any Creature who had the leaſt power of Re- 
flection left, and had any Senſe upon them of the 
Happineſs of this Life, or the Miſery of another 
then; I had at firſt remorſe indeed, but no Re- 
pentance; I had now neither Remorſe or Repen- 
tance : I had a Crime charg'd on me, the Pu- 


niſhments of which was Death by our Law; the 
| 24 | Proof 
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Proof ſo evident, that there was no room for 
ie ſo much as to plead not Guilty; TI had the Name 


bf old Offender, fo that I had nothing to expect 


0 
— 


but Death in a few Weeks time, neither had I my- 
ſelf any thoughts of Efcaping, and yet a cer- 
tain ſtrange Lethargy of Soul poſſeſs'd me, I had 
no Trouble, no Apprehenſions, no Sorrow about 
me, the firſt Surprize was gone; I was, I may 
well fay I know not how my Senſes, my Reaſon, 


nay, my Conſcience were all a-ſleep, my Courſe 


of Life for forty Years had been a horrid Compli- 
cation of Wickedneſs, Whoredom, Adultery, In- 
ceſt, Lying, Theft, and in a Word, every thing 
but Murther, and Treaſon had been my Practice 
from the Age of Eighteen, or thereabouts tol 
Threeſcore; and now I was ingulph'd in the mi- 
ſery of Puniſhment, and had an infamous Death 
juſt at the Door, and yet I had no Senſe of my 
Condition, no Thought of Heaven or Hell at 
Leaſt, that went any farther than a bare flying 
- - Touch, like the Stich or Pain that gives a Hint 
aud goes off; I neither had a Heart to ask God's 
Mercy, or indeed to think of it, and in this I 
think I have given a brief Deſcription of the com; 
pleateſt Miſery on Earth 
ALL my terrifying Thoughts were paſt the 
Horrors of the Place, were become Familiar, and 
I felt no more uneaſineſſes at the Noife and Cla- 
. mours of the Priſon, then they did who made that 
. Noiſe ; in a Word, I was became meer a Newgate- 
Bird, as Wicked and as Outragious as any of them; 
nay, I ſcarce. retain'd the Habit and Cuſtom of 
good Breeding, and Manners, which all along till 
now run thro my Converſation , ſo thro' a De- 
generacy had poſſeſs d me, that I was no more! the 
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ſame thing that 1 had been, than if I had never 
been otherwiſe than what I was now. : 

Ix the middle of this harden'd Part of my Life, 

I had another ſudden Surprize, which calPd me 

back a little to that thing calF'd Sorrow, which in- 

deed I began to be paſt the Senſe of, before they 
told me one Night, that there was brought into 
the Priſon late the Night before three Highway- 

Men, who had committed a Robbery ſomewhere 

on the to Road Vindſor, Hounſlow-Heath, I think it 

was, and were purſud to Uxbridge by the Country, 
and were taken there after a gallant Reſiſtance, 
in which I know not how many of the Country 

People were wounded, and ſome killd. 

I.rx is not to be wonder'd that we were Prifoners, 
were all defirous enough to ſee theſe brave topping 
Gentlemen that were talk'd up to be ſuch, as their 
Fellows had not been known, and eſpecially becauſe 
it was ſaid they would in the Morning be remov*d 
into the Preſs-Yard, having given Money to the 
Head-Maſter of the Priſon, to be allow'd the li- 
berty of that better Part of the Priſon : So we 
that were Women plac'd ourſelves in the way that 
we would be ſure to ſee them; but nothing cou'd 
expreſs the Amazement and Surprize I wasin, 
© when the very firſt Man that came out I knew to 
be my Lancaſhire Husband, the fame who liv'd 
fo well at Dunſtable, and the ſame who I after- 
wards ſaw at Brickill, when I was married to my 
laſt Husband, as has been related. 

Il I Was ſtruck Dumb at the Sight, and knew nei- 
ther what to ſay, or what to do; he did not know me, 
and that was all the preſent Relief I had, I quitted 
my Company, and retir'd a much as that dreadful 
Place ſuffers any Body to retire, and I cry'd vehe- 
mently for 4 great while, dreadful Creature, that I 
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xm, ſaid I. How many poor People have I made Mi- 

Tots le? How Pang deſperate Wretches have I ſent 
o-the Devil; This Gentleman'sMisfortunes Tplac'd 

All to my own Account: He ad told me at efter, 
Ke was ruin'd by that Match, and that bis Fortunes 


_ were made Deſperate that on my Account; for that 


thinking I had been a Fortune he was run into 
Debt more then he was able to pay, and that he 
knew not what Courſe to take; Tu hewould go in- 
.fa;the Army, and carry a Musquet, or buy a Horſe 
and take a Tour, as he call'd it; and tho” I never 
fold him that T was a Fortune, and ſo did not a&u- 
Ally Deceive him myſelf, yet I did encourage the 
having it thought that I was ſo, and by that means 
I was the occaſion originally of his Miſchief, , * 

Tux Surprize of this thing only, ſtruck deeper 
into my Thovghts, and gave me ſtronger Reflecti- 
ons than all that had befallen me before; I griev/d 
'Day and Night for him, and the more, for that 


they told he was the Captain of the Gang, and 


that he had committed ſo many Robberies, that 
F ind, or Whitney, or the Golden Farmer were Fools 
to him; that he would ſurely be hang'd if there 
were no more Men left in the Country he was 
born in; and that there would abnndance of Peo- 
ple come in againft him. 705 

I WA. s overwhelm'd with grief for him; my 
on Caſe gave me no diſturbance compar'd to 
this, and. I loaded my ſelf with Reproaches on 
His Account ; I bewail'd his Misfortunes, and the 
ruin he was now, come to, at ſuch a Rate, that 1 
reliſh'd nothing now, as I. did before, and the 
Hrſt Reflections made upon the horrid deteſtable 
Life I had liy'd, began to return upon me, and as 
_ theſe things return'd my abhorrance of the Place 
I was in, and of the way of hving in if, return d 
1 


alſo; 
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alſo, in a word, I was perfectly chang'd, and be- 
come another Body. W 

WHriLE I was under theſe influences of ſorrow 
for him, came Notice to me that the next Seſſions 
approaching, there would be a Bill preferr'd to the 
Grand Jury againſt me,and that I ſhould be certain- 
lytry'd for my Life at the Old-Baily: My Temper 
was touch'd before, the harden'd wretch'd boldneſs 
of Spirit, which I had acquir'd, abated, and Con- 
ſcious in the Priſon Guilt began to flow in 
upon my Mind: In ſhort, I bggan to think, and 
to think is one real Advance Trom Hell to Hea- 
ven; all that Helliſh harden'd ſtate and temper 
of Soul, which I have ſaid ſo much of before, is 
but a deprivation of Thought; he that is reſtor'd 
to his Power of thinking, 1s reſtor'd to himſelf. 

As ſoon as I began, I ſay to Think, the firſt 
thing that occurr'd to me broke out thus; Lord! 
what will become of me, I ſhall ovtaial die ! 
I ſhall be caſt to be ſure, and there is nothing be- 


yond that but Death! Thave no Friends, what hall 


I do? I ſhall be certainly caſt; Lord, have Mercy up- 
on me, what will become of me? This was a fad 
Thought, you will ſay, to be the firſt after fo unt | 


- time that had ſtarted into my Soul of that kin 


and yet even this was nothing but fright, at 
what was to come; there was not a Word of ſin- 
cere Repentance in it all: However, I was in- 
deed dreadfully dejected, and diſconſolate to the 
laſt degree; and as I had no Friend in the World 
to communicate my diſtreſs'd Thoughts to, it lay 
ſo heavy upon me, that it threw me into Fits, 
and Swoonings ſeveral times a-Day : I ſent for 


my. old Governeſs, and ſhe, give her ber due, 


acted the Part of a true Friend, ſhe left me no 
Stone untunr'd to prevent the Grand Jury finding 
3 _ out 
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ont one or two of the Jury Men, talk'd with them, 
and endeavour'd to poſſeſs them with favourable 


Diſpoſitions, on Account that nothing was taken 
Away, and no Houſe broken, Ic. but all would 
not do, they were over- ruled by the reſt, the two 
Wenches ſwore home to the Fact, and the Jury 
found the Bill againſt me for Robbery and Houſe» 
breaking, that is for Felony and Burglary. 

I SUxk down when they brought me News of 
it, and after I came to myſelf again, I thought I 
ſhould have diedWith the weight of it: My Go- 
verneſs ated a true Mother to me, ſhe pittied me, 
The cryed with me, and for me; but {he cou'd not 
help me; and to add to the Terror of it, twas 
the Diſcourfe all over the Houſe, that I ſhould 
die for it; I cou'd hear them talk it among them- 
ſelves very often; and ſee them ſhake their Heads, 


_ and ſay they were ſorry for it, and the like, as is 


uſual in the Place; bur ſtill no Body came to tell 
me their Thonglits, till at laſt one of the Keepers 
came to me privately, and faid with a Sigh, well 
Mrs. Flanders, you will be tried a Friday, (this was 


but a Wedneſday,) what do you intend to do? I 


turn'd as white as a Clont, and ſaid, God knows 
what I ſhall do, for my part I know not what to 
du ; why, ſays be, I won't ftatter' you, I would 
have you prepare for Death, for T doubt you will 
de Caft, and as they ſay, you are an old Offender , 

doubt you will find but little Mercy; They ſay, 
added he, your Caſe is very plain, and that the 
Witneſſe wear ſo home againſt you, there will be 
mo ſtanding it. 1 vil Of 
-Fn1s was a ſtab into the very Vitals of one 


under ſuch a Burthen as I was oppreſs'd with be- 


fore, and I cou'd not ſpeak to him a Word good or 
«bad, for a great while, but at laſt I burſt out into 
hh Tears, 


Tears, 
muſt 1 
ſend fon 
Mrs. F. 
you are 
01 
ry har 


SLE, 


my Pra 
my laſt 
after „ 
Prayers 
ſuch ho 
repeate 
of, Lore 
ſelf to 
as indee 
and beg 
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tion, be 
be Cond 
cuted, 2 
Lord l v 
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Tears, and ſaid to him, Lord! Mr. —— What 
muſt T do? Do, ſays he, ſend for the Ordinary 
ſend for a Miniſter, and talk with him, for indeed 
Mrs. Flanders, unleſs you have vey good Friends, 
you are no Woman for this World. : 
' Tr1s was plain dealing indeed, but it was ve- 
ry harſh to me, at leaſt I thought it ſo: He left 
me in the greateſt Confuſion imaginable, and att 
that Night Ilay awake ; and now I began to ſay 
my Prayers, which I had ſcarce done before ſince 
my laſt Husband's Death, or from a little while 
after; and truly I may well call it, ſaying my 
Prayers; for I was in ſuch a Confuſion, and had 
ſuch horrour upon my Mind, that tho*I cry'd, and 
repeated ſeveral times the Ordinary Expreſſion. 
of, Lord bave Mercy upon me , I never brovght my 
ſelf to any Senſe of my being a miſerable Sinner, 
as indeed I was, and of Confeiſing my Sins to God, 
and begging Pardon for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt; 
I was overwhelm'd with the Senſe of my Condi- 
tion, being try'd for my Life, and being ſure to 
be Condemn'd, and then I was as ſure to be Exe- 
cuted, and on this Account, I cry'd out all Night, 
Lord ! what will become of me? Lord! what ſhalt 
I do? Lord! I ſhall be hang'd, Lerd have mercy 
upon me, and the like. > . 

Mx poor afflicted Governeſs was now as much 
concern'd as I, and a great deal more truly Penitent; 
tho ſhe had no 3 of being brought to Try - 
al and Sentence, not but that ſhe deſerv'd it as 
much as I, and ſo ſhe ſaid herſelf, but ſhe had not 
done any thing herſelf for many Years, other than 
receiving what I, and others ſtole, and encourag- 
ing us to ſteal it: But ſhecry'd and took on, like 4 
ifcracted Body, wringing her Hands, and crying 
put that ſhe was undone, that ſhe believ'd there 

; | was 
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was a Curſe, from Heaven r her, that ſhe 
ſhould be damn'd, that ſhe had been the Deſtru- 
Eion of all Her Friends, that ſhe had brought 
ſuch a one, and ſuch a one, and ſich one to the 
Gallows ; and there ſhe reckon d up ten or eleven 
People, ſome of which I have given an Account of 
that came to untimely Ends, and that now ſhe was 
the occaſion of my Ruin, for ſhe had perſuaded me 
to go on, when I would have left off: I interrupt- 
ed her there; no Mother, no, ſaid I, don't ſpeak 
of that; for you would have had me left off when 1 
got the Mercer's Money again, and when I came 

ome froni Harwich, and I would not hearken to 

ou, therefore you have not been to blame, it is 
only have ruin'd myſelf, I have brought myſelf 
to Hay Miſery, and thus we fpent many Hours to- 

n : 

5 WELL three was no Remedy, the Proſecution 
went on, and on. the Thurſday I was carried down to 
the Seſſions-Honſe, where I was arraign'd, as they 
call'd it, and the next Day 1 was appointed to be 
Try'd. At the Arraigment I pleaded not Guilty, 
and well I might, for I was indicted for Felony 
and Burglary , that is for feloniouſly ſtealing two 
Pieces of Brocaded Silk, value 461. the Goods of 
Ant hony Fohnſon, and, for breaking open his Doors; 
whereas I knew very well they could not pretend 
to prove I had broken up the Doors, or ſo much as 
lifted up a Latch. 

ON the FridayT was brought to ny Tryal, I 
- had exhauſted my Spirits with Crying for two or 
three Days before, that Iflept better the Thurſday 
Night than I expected, and had more Courage for 
8 than indeed I thought poſſible for me 
to ve. ' 


"3 


U 
WHen 


had not been taken. 
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Wu e x the Tryal began, and the Indictment 
was read, I would have ſpoke, but they told me 
the Witneſſes muſt be heard firft, auc then Þ ſhould 
have time to be heard. The Witneſſes were the 
two Wenches, a Couple of hard Mouth'd Jades 
indeed, for tho' the thing was Truth in ie main, 
yet they aggravated it to the utmoſt extremity; 
and ſwore Thad the Goods wholly in my poſſeſſion, 
that I had hid them among my-Cleaths, that: I 
was going off with them, that I had one Foot 
over the Threſhold when they diſcovered, them- 
ſelves. and then I put tother over, ſo that I. was 
quite out of the Houſe in the Street with the 
ods before they took hold of me, and then they 
ſeiz'd me, and brought me back again, and they 
took the Goods upon me: The Fact in generaPwas 
all true, but I believe, and inſiſted upon it, that 
they ſtop'd-before I had ſet my Foot clear of the 
Threſhold of the Houſe z but that did not argue 
much, for certain it was, that I had taken the 
Goods, and that I was bringing them away, if I 


OY 


Bur I pleaded that I had ſtole nothing, they had 
loſt nothing, that the Door was cpen, and I went in 
ſeeing! the Goods lye there, and with Deſign to 
buy, if ſeeing no Body in the Houſe, I had-ta- 
ken any of them up in my Hand, it cou d not be 
concluded that I intended to ſteal them, for that I 
never carried them farther then the Door to look 
on them with the better Light. | | 

THE Court would not allow that by any means, 
and made a kind of a Jeſt of my intending to buy 
the Goods, that being no Shop for the Selling of 


any thing, and as to carrying them to the Door to 


look: at them, the Maids made their impudent 
Mocks upon that, and ſpent their Wit upon it ve- 
ry much; told the Court I had look'd at 4 
| um- 


* 
* 


ſufficiently, and approv'd them very well,” for 
T had pack d them up under my Cloaths, and was 
@ going with em 
I ſhort, T was found Guilty of Felony, but ac- 
gut of e {6 which was but ſinall Com- 
ort to ge, the firſt bringing me tb à Sentence of 
Death, Ad the laſt would have done no more: The 
next Day, I was carried down to receive the dread- 
ful Sentence, and when they came to ask me what I 
had to ſay, why Sentence ſhould not paſs, I ſtood 
mute a while, but ſome Body that ſtood behind 
me, prompted me aloud to ſpeak to the Judges, 
for that they cou'd repreſent: things favourably 
for me: This encourag'd me to ſpeak; and I told 
them I had nothing to ſay to ſtop the Sentence; 
but that I had much to ſay, to beſpeak the Mercy 
of the Court, i that I hop'd they would allow ſome- 
thing in ſuch a Caſe, for the Circumſtances of it, 
that I had broken no Doors, had carried nothing 
off, that no Body had loſt any thing; that the 
Perſon whoſe Goods they were was pleas'd to fay, 
He deſir d Mercy might be ſhown, which indeed 


he very honeſtly did, that at the worſt it was the 


firſt Offence, and that I had never been before 
any Court of Juſtice before: And in a Word, I 
ſpoke with more Courage than I thought I cou'd 
have done, and in ſuch a moving Tone, and tho 
with Tears, yet not ſo many Tears as to obſtruct 
my Speech, that I cou'd fee it mioy'd others to 
Tears that heard me. e, TM 

T x x Judges ſat Grave and Mute, gave me aw 
' eaſy Hearing, and time to ſay all that I would, but 
{aying neither Yes, or No to it, Pronounc'd the Sen- 
tence of Death upon me; a Sentence that was to 
me like Death itſelf, which after it was read con- 
founded me; I had no more Spirit left in wie, & 
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infor! 
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had no Tongue to ſpeak; of Eyes to look up ei- 
ther to God or Man. 6.9475 „ 2100 3385 M 
Mx poor Governeſs was utterly Difconſolate; - 
and ſhe that was my Comforter before, wanted 
Comfort now herſelf, and ſometimes Mourning; 
ſometimes Raging, was as much out of herſelf (as 
to all outward Appearance) as any mat Woman 
in Bedlam : Nor was ſhe only Diſconfolate as to 
me, but ſhe was ſtruck with Horror at the Senſe 
of her own wicked Life, and began to look bark 
upon it with a Taſte quite different from mine; 
for ſne was Penitent to the higheſt Degree for 
her Sins, as well as Sortowful for the Mis- | 
fortune: She ſent for a Miniſter too, a ſerious pi- 
ous good Man, and apply'd herſelf with ſuch 
earneſtneſs by his aſſiſtance to the Work of a ſin- 
cere Repentance, that I believe, and ſo did the 
Miniſter too, that ſhe was a true Penitent, and 
which is ſtill more, ſhe was not only fo for the Oc- 
caſion, and at that Junct ure, but ſhe continu'd ſo, 
as I was inform'd to the Day of her Death, _ . 
I T is rather to be thought of, than expreſs'd 


what was now my Condition; I had nothing be- 


fore me but preſent Death; and asI had no Friends 
to aſſiſt me, or to ſtir for me, I expected nothing 
but to find my Name in the Dead Warrant, which 
was. to come down for the Execution the Friday 
afterward, of five more and myſelf;  _ 

Ix the mean time my poor diſtreſs'd Governeſg 
ſent me a Miniſter, who at her requeſt firſt, and 
at my own afterwards came to viſit. me : He ex- 


horted me ſeriouſly to repent of all my Sins, and 


to. dally no longer with my Soul; not flattering 
myſelf with hopes of Life, which he faid, he was 
inform'd there was no room to expect, but un- 
feignedly to look up to God with my whole Soul, 
Ws: | A 2 an 


bs 
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and to cry ſor Pardon in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt. 
He back d his Diſcourſes with proper Quotations 
of Scripture, encouraging the greateſt Sinner to 
Repent, and turn from their Evil way, and when 
he had done, he kneel'd down and pray'd with me. 
II "ys now, that for the firſt time I felt an 
real ſignFof Repentance; I now began to 

back upon my paſt Life with abhorrence, and ha- 
ving a kind of view into the other Side of time, 
the things of Life, as I believe they do with every 
Body at ſuch a time, began to look with a different 
Aſpect. and quite another Shape, than they did be- 
fore; the greateſt and beſt things, the views of fe- 
licity, the joy, the griefs of Lite were quite other 
things; and I had nothing in my Thoughts, but 
what was ſo infinitely Superior to what I had 
known in Life, that it appear'd to me to be the 
greateſt ſtupidity in Nature to lay any weight 


uV pon any thing tho the moſt valuable in this World. 


Tux Word Eternity repreſented itſelf with all 
its incomprehenſible Additions, and I had ſuch ex- 
tended Notions of it, that I know not how to ex- 

reſs them: Among the reſt, how vile, how groſs, 
w abſurd did every pleaſant thing look? I mean, 
that we had counted pleaſant before, eſpecially 
when I reflected that theſe fordid Trifies were the 
things for which we forfeited eternal Felicity. 

WII theſe Reflections came in, of meer Courſe, 
ſevere Reproaches of my own Mind for my wretched 
Behaviour in my paſt Life; that I had forfeited 
all hope- of any Happineſs in the Eternity that 
J was juſt gaing to enter into, and on the contra- 
ry was entitul'd to all that was miſerable, or had 
been conceiv'd of Miſery , and -all this with the 
 frightful Addition of its being alſo Eternal. 


1 


. © T AM not capable of reading Lectureg of Inſtru- 
ction to any Body, but I relate this in the very man- 
ner in which things then appear'd to me, as far asI am 
able; but infinitely ſhort of the lively impreſſions 
which they made on my Soul at that time; indeed 
thoſe Impreſſions are not to be explainꝰd by words, 
or if they are, I am not Miſtreſs of Words enough 
to expreſs them ; It muſt be the Work of every 
ſober Reader to make juſt Reflections on them, as 
their own Circumſtances may direct; and without 
Queſtion, this is what every one at ſometime or 
other may feel ſomething of; I mean a clearer 
Sight into things to come, than they had here, and 
a dark view of their own Concern in them. 

BU TI go back to my own Caſe, the Miniſter 
preſs'd me to tell him, as far as I thought conve- 
nent, in what State I found myſelf as to the Sight, 
1 had of things beyond Life; he told me he did 
not come as Ordinary of the Place, whoſe buſi- 
neſs it is to extort Confeſhons from Priſoners, for 

rivate Ends, or for the farther detecting of other 


4 enders; that his buſineſs was to move me to ſuch 
, freedom of Diſcourſe as might ſerve to digburthen 
, my own Mind, and furnyh him to adminiſter - 
4 Comfort to me as far as was in his Power; and aſ- 
e ſur'd me, that whatever I ſaid to him ſhould. re- 
| main with him, and be as much a Secret as if it 
2) was known only to God and myſelf; and that he 
d deſir d to know nothing of me, but as above, to 
d ualiſie him to apply proper Advice and Aſſt» 
it — to me, and to pray to God for me. 
hb” T x 1 8 honeſt friendly way of treating me, un- 
n lock'd all the Sluces of my Paſſions : He broke into 


my very Soul by it; and I unravell'd all the Wick- 

edneſs of my Life to him: In a word, I gave him 

| an Abridgement of this whole Hiſtory , 1 gave 
1 A a 2 him 


juſt an Obje 


| "A 


him the Picture of my Conduct for 50 Tears in 
Miniature. | DIA 7 
I Hip nothing from him, and he in return ex- 
horted me to a ſincere Repentance, explain'd to 
me what he meant by Repentance, and then drew 
out ſuch-aScheme of infinite Mercy, proclainrd- 
from Heaven to Sinners of the greateſt Magnitude, 
that he left me nothing to ſay, that look'd like de- 
ſpair or doubting of being accepted, and in this 
Condition he left me the firſt Night. 10 75 
He viſited me again the next Morning, and 
went on with his Method of explaining the Terms 
of Divine Mercy, which according to him conſiſted 
of nothing more, or more Difficult than that of 
being ſincerely deſirous of it, and willing to ac- 
cept it; only a ſincere Regret for, and hatred 
of thoſe e I had done, which render'd me fo 
| ; of divine Vengeance: I am not 
able to repeat the excellent Diſcourſes of this ex- 
. traordinary Man; tis all that I am able to do to 
ſay, that he reviv'd my Heart, and brought me in- 
to ſuch a Condition, that I never knew any thing 
of in my Life before: I was cover'd with Shame and 
Tears for things paſt, and yet had at the ſame time 
a ſecret ſurprizing Joy at the Proſpect of being a 


true Penitent, and obtaining the Comfort of a 


Penitent, I mean the hope of being forgiven; 
and ſo ſwift did Thoughts circulate, and fo high 
did the impreſſions they had made upon me run, 
that I thought I cou'd freely have gone out that 
Minute to Execution, without any uneaſineſsat all, 
caſting my Soul entirely into the Arms of infinite 
Mercy as a Penitent, 

I x E good Gentleman was ſo mov'd alſo in my 
behalf. wich a view of the influence, which he ſaw 
theſe things had on me, that he bleſſed God he had 
come to viſit me, and reſolv'd not to leave me _ 
the 


* 
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the laſt Moment, that is not to leave viſiting me. 
IT was noleſs than 12 Days after our receiving 
Sentence, before any were order'd for Execution, 
and then upon a Wedneſday the Dead Warrant, 
as they call it, came down, and I found my Name 
was among them ; a terrible blow this was to my new 
Reſolutions, indeed my Heart funk within me, and 
IT ſwoon'd away twice, one after another, but 
ſpoke not a word: The good Miniſter was ſore ly 
Afflicted for me, and did what he conld to com- 
fort me with the ſame Arguments, and the ſame 
moving Eloquence that he did before, and left me 
not that Evening ſo long as the Prifon-keepers 
would ſifter him to ſtay in the Prifon, unleſs he 
wou'd be lock'd up with me ail Niglit, which he 
was not willing to be. þ 
I wonder'd much that I did not ſce him all the 
next Day, it being but the Day before the time ap- 
pointed for Execution; and I was greatly diſcon- 
raged, and dejected in my Mind, and indeed al- 
moſt ſunk for want of that Comfort, which he had 
{0 often, and with ſuch Succeſs yeilded me on his 
former Viſits, I waited with great impatience, and 
under the greateſt oppreſſions of Spirits imagina- 
ble; till about four a-Clock he came tomy A- 
partment, for I had obtain'd the Favour by the 
help of Money, nothing being to be done in that 
Place without it, not to be kept in the Condemn'd 
Hole, as they call it, among the reſt of the Priſo- 
ners, who were to die, but to have a little dirty 
Chamber to my ſelf. ER And 
Mu Heart leap'd within me for Joy, when 1 
heard his Voice at the Door even before I ſaw him; 
but let any one Judge what kind of Motion I found 
in my Soul, when after having made a ſhort ex- 
cuſe for his not coming, he thew'd me that bis 
time had been employ'd on my Account; that he 
| - "4: = had 
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had obtain d a favourable Report from the Recor- 


der to the Secretary of State in my particular Caſe, 


and in ſhort that he had brought me a Reprieve. 
He us'd all the Caution that he was able in let- 

ting me know a thing, which it would have been 

a double Cruelty to have conceal'd; and yet it was 


too much for me; for as Grief had overſet me be- 


fore, ſo did Joy overſet now, and I fell into a much 


more dangerous Swooning than I did at firſt, and 
it was not without a great Difficulty that I was 


recover'd at all. 5 
THE good Man having made a very Chriſtian 
Exhortation to me, not to let the Joy of my Re- 
prieve, put the Remembrance of my paſt Sorrow 
ont of my Mind, and having told me that he 
muſt leave me, to go andenter the Reprieve in the 


Books, and ſhow it to the Sheriffs, ſtood up juſt 
before his going away, and in a very earn 


Manner pray'd to God for me, that my Repen- 
tance might be made Unfeign'd and Sincere z 
and that my coming back as it were into Life a- 
gain, might not be a returning to the Follies of 


Life, which I had made ſuch ſolemn Reſolutions 


to forſake, and to repent of them ; I joyn'd 
heartily in the Petition, and muſt needs ſay, I 
had deeper Impreſſions upon my Mind all that 
Night, of the Mercy of God in ſparing my Life; and 
a greater Deteſtation of my paſt Sins, from a Senſe 
of the goodneſs which I bad taſted in this Caſe, 


than T had in all my Sorrow before. 


Tu is may be thought inconſiſtent in it ſelf, and 
wide from the Buſineſs of this Book; Parti- 


cCularly, I reflect that many of thoſe who may 
de pleas d and diverted with the Relation of the 


wild and wicked part of my Story, may not re- 


Tiſh this, which is really the beſt part of my Life, 


the moſt Advantageous to myfelf, and the moſt 
in- 
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inſtructive to others ſuch however will Ihope allow 
me — — make my Story — would 
be a ſevere Satyr on ſuch, to ſay they do not re- 
Iiſh the Repentance as much as they do the Crime; 
and that they had rather the Hiſtory were a com- 
pleat Tragedy, as it was very likely to have been. 

Bur Igo on with my Relation, the next Morning 
there was a ſad Scene indeed in the Priſon; the 
firſt thing I was ſaluted with in the Morning, was 


the Tolling of the great Bell at St. Sepulchres, 


as they call it, which uſher'd in the Day: As ſoon 
as it began to Toll, a diſmal groaning and crying 
was heard from the Condemn'd Hole, where there 
lay fix poor Souls, who were to be Executed that 
Day, ſome for one Crime, ſome for another, and 
two of them for Murther. | 
T 118 was follow'd by a confus'd Clamonr in 
the Houſe , among the ſeveral ſorts of Priſoners, 
expreſſing their awkward Sorrows for the poor 
Creatures that were to die, but m a manner ex- 
treamly differing one from another; ſome cried 
for them; ſome huzza'd, and wiſh'd them a good 
— ſome damn'd and curft thoſe that had 
rought them to it, that is meaning the Evidence, 
or Proſecutors; many pittying them; and ſome 
few, but very few praying for them. 
THERE was hardly room for ſo much Compo- 
fure of Mind, as was requir'd for me to bleſs the 
merciful Providence that had as it were ſnatch'd 
me out of the Jaws of this Deſtruction: I remain- 


, ed as it were Dumb and Silent, overcome with 
the Senſe of it, and not able to expreſs what I had 
in my Heart; for the Paſſions on fuck Occaſions as 


theſe, are certainly ſo agitated as not to be able 


preſently to regulate their own Motions. 


ALL the while the poor condemn'd Crea- 
tures were preparing to their Death, and the 
| ꝗA 2 4 Ordi- 
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( 36 ) 
Ordinary 'a they call bim, was buſy with them, 
diſpoſing them to ſubmit to their Sentence: I ſay 
all this while I was ſeiz'd with a fit of trembling, 
ag much as I cou'd have been, if I had been in the 
ſame Condition, as to be ſnare the Day before I 
expected to be; I was ſo violently agitated by 
this Surpriſing Fit, that I ſhook as if it had been 
in the cold Fit of an Ague; ſo that I could not 


ſpeak or look, but like one Diſtracted: As ſoon as 
they were all put into the Carts and gone, which 


howeyer T had not Courage enough to ſee, I 
;ſay, as ſoon as they were gone, I fell into a fit 
of crying involuntarily, and without Deſign, but 
as a meer Diſtemper, and yet ſo violent, and it held 
me ſo long, that I knew not what Courſe to take, 
nor could I ſtop, or put a Checque to. it, no not 
with all the Strength and Courage I had. © 

_ THy1s fit off crying held me near two Hours 
and as I belieye held me till they were all out 
of the World, and than a moſt humble Penitent 
ſerious kind of Joy ſucceeded ; a real tranſport it 
was, or Paſſion of Joy, and Thankfulneſs, but ſtall 
unable to give vent to it by Words, and in this I 
continued moſt part of the Day. ES 

IX the Evening the Good Miniſter viſiſted me 
again, and then fell to his uſual good Diſcourſes, he 


. Congratulated my having a ſpace yet allow'd me 
for Repentance, whereas the ſtate of thoſe ſix 
poor Creatures was determin'd, and they were now. 
paſs' d the offers of Salvation; he earneſtly preſs'd_ 

me to retain the ſame Sentiments of the things of 
Life, that J had when I had a view of Eternity; 


and at the End of all, told me I ſhould not con- 
clude that all was over, that a Reprieve was not a 
Pardon, that he could not yet anf{wer for the Ef- 


fects of it; however, I had this Mercy, that I had 


more time given me, and that it was my buſineſs 
to improve that time. 1 


2 . 9 
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- Tx18 Diſcourſe, tho? very ſeaſonable, left a kind 
of ſadneſs on my Heart, as if I might expect the 
Affair would have a tragical Iſſue ſtill, which how- 
ever he had no certainty of, and I did not indeed 
at that time queſtion him about it, he having ſaid 
that he would do his utmoſt to bring it to a good 
End, and that he hoped he might, but he would 
not have me ſecure z and the Conſequence prov'd 
that he had Reaſon for what he ſaid. 
I x was about a Fortnight after this, that I had 
ſome juſt Apprehenſions that I ſhould be included 
in the next deag Warrant at the enſuing Seſſions ; 
and it was not without great difficulty, and at 
laſt an humble Petition for Tranſportation, that I 
avoided it, ſo ill was Ibeholding to Fame, and ſo pre- 
vailing was the fatal Report of being an old Of- 
fender, tho? in that they did not do me ſtrict Juſtice, 
for I was not in the Senſe of the Law an old Of- 
fender, whatever I was in the Eye of the Judge; 
for I had never been before them in a judicial 
way before, ſo the Judges could not Charge me with 
being an old Offender, but the Recorder was 
pleas'd to repreſent my Caſe as he thought fit. 
IHA Þ now a certainty of Life indeed, but 
with the hard Conditions of being order'd for 
Tranſportation, which indeed was a hard Condi- 
tion in it ſelf, but not when comparatively 
conſidered ; and therefore I ſhall make no Com- 
ments upon the Sentence, nor upon the Choice 
I was put to; we ſhall all chooſe any thing ra- 
ther than Death, eſpecially when *tis attended 
with an — proſpect beyond it, which 
was my Caſe. SINE.» 
TH good Miniſter whoſe intereſt, tho* a 


Stranger to me, had obtain'd me the Reprieve, 


mourn d 1incerely for this part; he was in hopes, 
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he ſaid, that I ſhould have ended my Days under 
the Influence of good Inſtruction, that I might 
not have forgot my former Diſtreſſes, and that 
1 ſhould not have been turned looſe again a- 
mong ſuch a wretched a Crew as they generally 
are, who are thus ſent Abroad where, as be ſaid, 
I muſt have more than ordinary ſecret Aſſiſtance 
from the Grace of God, if I did not turn as wick- 
ed again as ever. 

- I Have not for a good while mentioned my 
Governeſs, who had during moſt, if not all of this 
part been dangerouſly Sick, and being in as near 
a view of Death, by her Diſeaſe, as I was by my 
Sentence, was a very great Penitent; I ſay, I have 
not mention'd her, nor indeed did I ſee her in all 
this time, but being now recovering, and juſt a- 
ble to come Abroad, ſhe came to ſee me. 

_ TI ToL vÞ her my Condition, and what a diffe- 
rent flux and reflux of Fears, and Hopes I had 
been agitated with; I told her, what I had dap, 
and upon what Terms, and ſlie was preſent, when 
the Miniſter expreſs'd his fears of my relapſing in- 
to wickedneſs upon my falling into the wretch'd 
Companies, that are generally Tranſported: Indeed 
I had a me lancholly Reflection upon it in my own 
Mind, for I knew what a dreadful Gang was al- 
ways ſent away together, and I faid to my Go- 
verneſs, that the good Miniſter's fears were not 
withont Cauſe ; Well, well, ſays ſhe, but I hope 
you will not be tempted with ſuch a horrid Ex- 
ample as that, and as ſoon as the Miniſter was 
gone, ſhe told me, ſhe would not have me diſ- 
courag'd, for perhaps ways and means might be 
found out to diſpoſe of me in a particular way, by my 
ſelf, of which the would talk farther to me after- 


* 


ward. 
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I Loox'p earneſtly at her, and I thought ſhe 
look d more cheaful than ſhe uſually had done, 
and I entertain'd immediately a Thouſand Noti- 
ons of being deliver'd, but could not for my Life 
imagin the Methods, or think of one that was in 
the feaſt feizible; but I was too much concern- 
edin it, to let her go from me without 7 

Ing herſelf, which tho' ſhe was very loth to do, 
yet my importunity prevail'd, and while I was 
ill preſſing, ſhe anſwer'd me in few Words, thus, 
Why, you have Money, have you nat ? did you ever 
know one in your Life that was Tranſported, and 
had a Hundred Pound in his Pocket, I'Il warrant 

you Child, ſays ſhe. | 
— I UnDExsToop her preſently, but told her I 
would leave all that to her, but I ſaw no room to 
hope for any thing, but a ſtrict Execution of the 
order, and as it was a ſeverity that was eſteem'd a 
| Mercy, there was no doubt but it would be ſtrictly 
; obſerv'd ; ſhe ſaid no more, but this, we will try 
, what can be done, and ſo we parted for that Night. 
F I Lay in the Priſon near fifteen Weeks after 
| this order for Tranſportation was ſign d; what the 
1 
a 


Reaſon of it was, I know not, but at the end of 

this time I was put on Board of a Ship in the 
N Thames, and with me a Gang of Thirteen, as 
- harden'd vile Creatures as ever Newgate produc'd 
t in my time; and it would really well take up a 
e Hiſtory longer than mine to deſcribe the degrees 
- of Impudence, and audacious Villany that thoſe 
18 Thirteen were arriv'd to; and the manner of their 
.* behaviour in the Voyage; of which I have a very 
5e diverting Account by me, which the Captain of 
y the Ship, who carried them over gave me the Mi- 
r- nutes of, and which he caus'd his Mate to write 
. down at large. 
13 | IT 


. 
Ir may perhaps be thought Trifling to en- 
ter here into a Relation of all the little incidents 
which attended me in this interval of my Cir- 
cumſtances; I mean between the final order for 
my Tranſportation, and the time of my going on 
board the Ship, and I am too near the End of my 
Story, to allow room for it, but ſomething relating 
to me, and my Lancaſhire Husband, T muſt not omit. | 
Hx had, as I have obſerv'd already been carried ſport 


from the Maſter's ſide of the ordinary Priſon, in- 11 
to the Preſs- Tard, with three of his Comrades, for band 
they found another to add to them after ſome him { 
time; here for what-Reaſon I knew not, they were and a 
kept in Cuſtody without being brought to Tryal J drei 
almoſt three Months, it ſeems they found means to J ſuff 
Bribe or buy off ſomeof thoſe who were expected to allow 
come in againſt them, and they wanted Evidence for ſo 
ſome time to Convict them: After ſome puzzle on tle to 
for this Account, at firſt they made a ſhift to get told h 
proof enough againſt two of them, to carry them Face, 
off ; but the other two, of which my Lancaſhire not th 
Husband was one, lay ſtill in Suſpence: They had where 
T think one poſitive Evidence againſt each of ble an 
them ; but the Law ſtrictly obliging them ſtood 
to have two Witneſſes, they cou'd make nothing talk 
of it; yet it ſeems they were refolv'd not to part as I p 
with the Men neither, not doubting but a farther '. AT 


Evidence would at laſt come in; and in order to Door. 
this, I think Publication was made, that ſuch Priſo- Tears 
ners being taken, any one that had been robb'd by turn'd 
them might come to the Priſon and ſee them. der ſtr 
I Teo this opportunity to ſatisfy my Curioſi- ſaid nc 
ty, pretending that I had been robb'd in the down 
Dunſtable Coach, and that I would ge to fee the Table, 
two Highway-Men z but when I came into the his Ey. 
Preſs-Yard, I fo diſguis'd myſelf, and muffled F vehem 
1 ; | my 1 
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my Face up ſo, that he cou'd ſee litile of me, and 
conſequently knew nothing of who J was, and 
when I came back, I ſaid publickly that I knew 
them very well. " 

IMMEDIATELY it was Rumour'd all over the 
Prifon, that Mull Flanders would turn Evidence 
againſt one of the Highway Men, and that L 
was, to come off by it from the Sentence of Tran- 
ſportation. | 
THe y heard of it, and immediately my Huſ- 
band deſir'd to ſee this Mrs. Flanders that knew 
him ſo well, and was to be an Evidence againſt him, 
and accordingly, I had leave given to go to him. 
I dreſs'd myſelf up as well as the beſt Cloths that 
I ſuffer'd myſelf ever to appear in there, would 
allow me, and went to the Preſs-yard, but had 
for ſome time a Hood over my Face; he ſaid lit- 
tle to me at firſt, but ask'd me if I knew him; I 
told him, yes, very well; but as I conceal'd my 
Face, ſo I Counterfeited my Voice, that he had 
not the leaſt gueſs at who I was: He ask'd me 
where I had ſeen him, I told him between Dunſta- 
ble and Brickhill, but turning to the Keeper that 
ſtood by, Lask d if I might not be admitted to 
talk -with him alone, he Fd, yes, yes, as much 
as I pleas'd, and ſo very civilly withdrew. 

A'S ſoon as he was gone, and I had ſhut the 


Door, I threw off my Hood, and burſting out into 
Tears, my Dear, ſays I, do you not know me ? He 


turn'd pale and ſtood Speechleſs, like one Thun- 
der ſtruck, and not-able to conquer the Surprize, 
{aid no more but this, let me fit down; and fitting 
down by a Table, he laid his Elbow upon the 
Table, and leaning his Head on his Hand, fix'd 
his Eyes on the Ground as one ſtupid : I cry'd fo 


vehemently on the other Hand, that it was a good 
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while ee'r I could ſpeak any more; but after I 
had given ſome vent to my Paſſion by Tears, I re- 
ated the ſame Words: My DrAR, do you not 
ow me ? at which he anſwer'd Yes, and ſaid no 
more a good while. 
© AyFTeR ſome time continuing in the Surprize, 
s above, he caſt up his Eyes towards me and ſaid, 

How. could you be fo cruel © I did not readily un- 
derſtand what he meant; and I anſwer'd, How 
can you call me Cruel? What have I been Cruel 
to you in? To come to me, ſays he, in ſuch a Place 
as this, is it not to inſult me? I have not robb'd 
Fou? at leaſ not on the Highway? pa 

I PERCErv'D by this, that he knew nothing of 
the miſerable Circumſtances I was in, and thought 
that having got ſome Intelligence of his being 
there, I had come to upbraid him with his lea; 
ving me; but I had too much to fay to him to 
be affronted, and told him in few Words, that 'T 
was far from coming to Inſult him, but at beſt 
I came to Condole mutually, that he would be 
eaſily ſatisfy*d, that T had no ſuch View, when I 
ſhould tell him that my Condition was worſe than 
bis, and that many ways : He look da little con- 
cern'd at the general Exprefſion of my Condition 
being worſe than his; but with a kind of a ſmile, 
look'd a little wildly, and ſaid, How can that be? 
when you ſee me Feter'd, and in Newgate, and 
two of my Companions Executed already; can 
you ſay your Condition is worle than Mine? 
Con E my Dear, ſays I, we have a long peice 
of Work to do, if I ſhould be to relate, or vou 
to hear my unfortunate Hiſtory , but if you are 
diſpos'd to hear it, you will ſoon conclude with 
me that my Condition is worſe than yours: How 
is that poſſible, ſays he again, when I expect * 


1 

caſt for my Life the very next Seſſions? Tes ſayi 
J tis very poſſible when 1 ſhall tell you that 1 
have been caſt for my Life three Seſſions ago, and 
am under Sentence of Death, is not my Caſe 
worſe than yours? 

THe N indeed he ſtood ſilent again, like one 
ſtruck Dumb, and after a little while he ſtarts up, 
unhappy Couple ! ſays he, How can this be poſ- 
ſible? I took him by the Hand, come My Dear, 
ſaid I, fit down, and let us compare our Sorrows : 
I am a Priſoner in this very Houſe, and in a 
much worſe Circumſtance than you, and you will 
be ſatisfy'd I do not come to Inſult you, when I 
tell you the particulars; and with this we ſat 
down together, and I told him ſo much of my 

as I thought was convenient, bringing it 
at laſt tomy being reduc'd to great Poverty, and 
reprefenting myſelf as fallen into ſome Compa- 
ny that led me to relieve my Diſtreſſes by a 
way that I had been utterly unacquainted with, 
that they making an attempt at a Tradeſ- 
man's Houſe I was ſeiz d upon, for having been. 
but juſt at the Door, the Maid-Servant pulling. 
me in; that I neither had broke any Lock, or ta- 
ken any thing away, and that notwithſtanding 
that I Was brought in Guilty, and Sentenc'd to 
Die; but that the Judges having been made ſenſi- 
ble of the Hardſhip of my Circumſtances, had ob- 
tain'd leave to remit the Sentence upon my con- 
fenting to be tranſported. 

I Tor v him Ifar'd the worſe for being taken in 
the Priſon for one Moll Flanders, who was a famous 
facceſsful Thief, that all of them had heard of, but 
none of them had ever ſeen, but that as be knew 


well: was none of my Name; but I plac'd all to 


the account of my ill Fortune, and that 1 
* * 9 
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this Name I was dealt with as an old Offender, 
tho” this was the firſt thing they had ever 
known of me. I gave him a long particular of 
things that had befallen me, ſince I ſaw him; 
but 1 told him if I had ſeen him ſince, he might 

think I had, and then gave him an Account how 
I had ſeen him at Brickbill; how furiouſly he was 
urſue d, and how by giving an Account that I 
knew him, and that he was a very honeſt Gentle- 
man, one Mr. —-= the Hen and Cry was ſtopp'd, 
and the High Conſtable went back again. 

H liſten'd moſt attentively to all my Story, 
and ſmil'd at moſt of the particulars, being all 
of them petty Matters, and infinitely below 
what he had been at the Head of; but when I 
came to the Story of little Brickill, he was ſur- 
priz'd, and was it you my Dear, ſaid he, that gave 
the Check to the Mob that was at our Heels there, at 
Brickill: Yes ſaid I, it was 'I indeed, and then 
F told him the particulars which I had obſerv'd 
of him there. WF by then, ſaid he, it was you that 
ſav'd my Life at that time, and I am glad I owe my 
Life to you, for I will pay the Debt to you now, 
and I'll deliver you from the preſent Conditio 
you are in, or I will die in the attempt. 

I Tor p him by no means; it was a Riſque too 
great, not worth his running the hazard of, and for 
a Life not worth his ſaving ; twas no matter for 
that he ſaid, it was a Life worth all the World to 
him; a Life that had given him a new Life; for 
ſays he, T was never in real Danger of being taken, 
but that time; till the laſt Minute when I was ta- 


ken: Indeed be told me his Danger then lay in 


his believing he had not been purſueſl that way; 
for they had gone off from Aockly quite another 
way, and had come over the enclos d Country 
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into Brickill, not by the Road and were fure they 
had not been ſeen 4 r 
HER E he gave a long Hiſtory of his Life, 
which indeed would make a very ſtrange Hiſto- 
ry, and be infinitely diverting. He told me he 
took to the Road about twelve Year before he 
marry'd me; that the Woman which call'd him 


Brother, was not really his Siſter, or any Kin to 


him; but one that belong'd to their Gang, and who 
keeping Correſpondence with them, liv'd always in 


Town, having good ſtore of Acquaintance, that ſhe 


gave them a perfe& Intelligence of Perſons going 
out of Town, and that the Fad made ſeveral good 
Booties by her Correſpondence , that ſhe thought 
ſhe had fix'd a Fortune for him, when the 
brought me to him, but happen'd to be Diſap- 
pointed, which he really could not blame her for : 
That, if it had been his good Luck, that I had 
had the Eſtate, which ſhe was inform'd I had, he 
had reſolv'd to leave off the Road, and live a re- 
tired ſober Life, but never to appear in publick 
till ſome general Pardon had been paſs'd, or till 
he could, for Money have got his Name into ſome 
particularlar Pardon, that ſo he might have beeti 
Pere eaſy, but that asit had proved otherwiſe 


e was oblig d to put off his Equipage, and take 


up the old Trade again. 5 
HE gave me a long Account of ſome of his 
Adventures, and particularly one, when he 
robb'd the Weſt Cheſter Coaches, near Lichfield, 
when he got a very great Booty; and after that, 
how he robb'd five Graſiers, in the Feſt, going to 
Burford Fair in Wiltſhire to buy Sheep; he told 
me he got ſo much Money on thoſe two Occaſions, 
that if he had known where to have found me, he 
would certainly have embeac'd my Propoſal of 
B b | going 
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going with me to Virgina; or to have ſettled. in 
a Plantation, on ſome other Parts of the Engliſh 
Colonies inf America. | 
Hx told me he wrote two or three Letters to me, 
directed according to my Order, but heard no- 
thing from me: This I indeed knew to be true, 
but the Letters coming to my Hand in the time 
of my latter Husband, I could do nothing in it, 
and therefore choſe to give no anſwer, that ſo he 
might rather believe they had. miſcarried. 

BE1NG thus Diſappointed, be ſaid, he car- 
ried on the old Trade ever ſince, tho' when he 
had gotten fo much Money, be ſaid, he did not 
run ſuch deſperate Riſques as he did before; then 
he gave me ſome Account of ſeveral hard and 
. deſperate Encounters which he had with Gentle- 
men on the Road, who parted toochardly with their 
Money; and ſhew'd me ſome Wounds he had re- 
ceiv'd, and he had one or two very terrible Wounds 
indeed, as particularly one by. a Piſtol Bullet 
which broke his Arm; and another with a Sword, 
which ran him quite thro' the Body, but that 
milling his Vitals he was cur'd again; one of his 
Comrades having kept with him fo faithfully, and 
ſo Friendly, as that he aſſiſted him in riding near 
80 Miles before his Arm was Set, and then got a 
Surgeon) in a conſiderable City, remote from that 
Place where it was done, pretending they were 
Gentlemen Traveling towards Carliſle, and that 
they had been attack'd on the Road by Highway- 
Men, and that one of them had ſhot him into the 
Arm, and broke the Bone. . 

Tuts be ſaid, his Frien d manag d fo well, that 
they were not ſuſpected at all, but lay ſtill till 
he was perfectly cur d: He gave me ſo many di- 
ſtinct Accounts of his Adventures, that it is with 
great 


ct 
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preat reluctance, that I decline the relating thein; 


ut I conſider that this is my own Story, not his. 


I THEN enquir'd into the Circumſtances of his 
preſent Caſe at that time, and what it was he ex- 
pected when he came to be try'd; he told me 
that they had no Evidence againſt him, or but 
very little; for that of three Roberries, which 
they were all Charg'd with, it was his good For- 
tune, that he was but in one of them, and that 
there was but one Witneſs to be had for that F ct, 
which was not ſufficient ; but that it was expect- 
ed ſome others would come in againſt bim; 
that he thought indeed, when he firſt ſee me, that 
T had been one that came of that Errand; but that 
if no Body came in againſt him, he hop'd he 
ſhould be clear'd , that he had had ſome intimati- 
on, that if he would ſubmit to Tranſport himſelf, 
he might be admitted to it without a Tryal, but 
that he could not think of it with any Temper, 
2 8 he could much eaſier ſubmit to be 

ang'd. | WE > 

I BLaw'D him for that, and told him Iblam'd 
him on two Accounts; firſt becauſe, if he was 
Tranſported, there might be an Hundred ways 
for him that was a Gentleman, and a bold enter- 
prizing Man to find his way back again, and per- 
haps ſome Ways and Means to come back before 
hefwent. He ſmil'd at that Part, and ſaid he ſhould 
like the laſt the beſt of the two, for he had a kind 


of Horror upon his Mind at his being ſent over to 


the Plantations as Romans ſent condemn'd Slaves to 
Work in the Mines; that he thought the Paſlage 
Into another State, let it be what it would, much 
more tolerable at the Gallows, and tiat this was 


the general Notion of all the Gentlemen, who were 
B b 2 driven 
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driven by the Exigence of their Fortunes to take 
the Road; that at the Place of Execution there 
was at leaſt an End of all the Miſeries of the 
preſent State, and as for what was to follow, a 
Man was in his Opinion, as likely to Repent 

cerely in che laſt Fortnight of his Life under 
the Preſſures and Agonies of a Jayl, and the 
condemn'd Hole, as he would ever be in the Woods 
and Wilderneſſes of America; that Servitude 
and hard Labour were things Gentlemen could 
never ſtoop to, that it was but the way to force 
them to be their own Executioners afterwards, 
which was much worſe, and that therefore he 
could not have any Patience when he did but 

think of being Tranſported. 

I Usꝝp the utmoſt of my endeavour to per- 
ſwade him, and joyn'd that known Womans 
Rhetorick to it, I mean that of Tears: I told him 
the Infamy of a pubhck Execution was certainly 

a greater preſſure upon the Spirits of a Gentle- 
man, than any of the Mortifications that he could 
meet with Abroad could be; that he bad at leaſt 
in the other a Chance for his Life, whereas here he 
had none at all; that it was the eaſieſt thing in 
the World for him to manage the Captain of the 
Ship, who were generally ſpeaking, Men of good 
Humour, and ſome Gallantry; and a ſmall mat- 
ter of Conduct; eſpecially if there was any Mo- 
ney to be had, would make way for him to buy 
himſelf off, when he came to Virgina. 

NE look'd wilhfully at me, and I thought I 
gueſs'd at what he meant, that is to ſay, that he 
had no Money, but I was miſtaken, his mean- 
ing was another way; you binted juſt now, my 
Dear ſaid he, that there might be a way of com- 
ing back before I went, by which I underſtood 

you, 
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you, that it might be poſible to buy it off here; I had ra- 
ther give 200 l. to prevent going, than Io l. to be ſet 
at Liberty when I came there. That is my Dear, ſaid 
I, becauſe you do not know the Place ſo well as I do: 
that may be, ſaid he, and yet I believe as well as 
you know it, you would do the ſame unleſs it is, becauſe 
as you told me, you have a Motheyt here. 

I ToLD him, as to my Mother, it was next to 
impoſſible, but that ſhe muſt be dead many Years 
before; and as for any other Relations that I might 
have there, I knew them not now:That ſince theMis- 


fortunes I had been under, had rednc'd me to the 


Condition I had been in for ſome Years, I had not 
kept up any Correſpondence with them, and that 
he would eaſily believe, I ſhonld find but a cold 
Reception from "them, if I ſhould be put to make 
my firſt viſit in the Condition of a Tranſported 
Felon , that therefore if I went thither, I reſolv'd 
not to ſee them; But that I had many Views in 
going there, if it ſhould be my Fate, which took off 
all the uneaſy Part of it; and if he found himſelf 
oblig'd to go alſo, I ſhonld eaſily Inſtruct him 
how to manage himſelf, ſo as never to go a Ser- 
vant at all, eſpecially ſince I found he was not 
deſtitute of Money, which was the only Friend 
in ſuch a Condition. 

He ſmil'd, and ſaid, he did not tell me he had 
Money; I took him up ſhort, and told him I 
hop'd he d1d not underſtand by my ſpeaking, that 
I ſhould expect any ſupply from him if he had 
Money; that on the other Hand, tho' I had not a 
great deal, yet I did not want, and while I had 
any I would rather add to him, than weaken him 
in that Article, ſeeing what ever he had, I knew 
in the Caſe of Tranſportation he would have Oc- 
caſion of it all, 5 

B b 3 HE 
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HE expreſs'd himſelf in a moſt tender manner 
npon that Head: he told me what Money he had 
was not a great deal, but that he would never hide 
any of it from me if I wanted it; and that he aſ- 
ſur'd me he did not ſpeak with any ſuch' Apprehen- 
ſions; that he was only intent upon what I had 
hinted to him before he went; that here he knew 
what to do with himſelf, but there he ſhould be the 

moſt ignorant helpleſs Wretch alive. 
I Tor p him he frighted and terify'd himſelf 
with that which had no Terror in it; that if he had 
Money, as I was glad to hear he had, he might not 
only avoid the Servitude, ſuppos'd to be the Con- 
ſequence of Tranſportation , but begin the World 
upon a new Foundation, and that ſuch a one as 
he cou'd not fail of Succeſs in, with but the 
the common Application uſual in ſuch Caſes that 
he could not but call to Mind, that it was what I 
had recommended to him many Years before, and 
had propos'd it for our mutual Subſiſtence, and re- 
ſtoring our Fortunes in the World; and I would 
tell him now, that to convince him both of the 
certainty of it, and of my being fully acquaint- 


ed with the Method, and alſo fully fatis- 
fy in the probability of Succeſs, he ſhould 


firſt ſee me deliver myſelf from the Neceſſi- 
ty of going over at all, and then that I would 
go with him freely, and off my own Choice, and 
perhaps carry enough with me to ſatisfy him 
that I did not offer it, for want of being able to 
live without Afliſtance from him; but that I 
thought our mutual Misfortunes had been ſuch, as 
were ſufficient to Reconcile us both to quitting 
this part of the World. and living where no Bo- 
dy could upbraid us with what was paſt, or we be 
in any dread of a Priſon ; and without the Agonies 
of a condemn'd Hole to drive us to it, this where 


— 7 


4990 


we ſhonld look back on all our paſt Diſaſters 
with infinite Satisfaction, when we ſhould conſi- 
der that our Enemies ſhould entirely ſorget us, 
and that we ſhould live as new People in a new 
World, no Body having any thing to ſay to us, or 
we to them. 2 

IPRESS'D this Home to him with fo many 
Arguments, and anſwer'd all his own paſſionate 
Objections ſo effectually, that he embrac'd me, 
and told me, I treated him with ſuch a Sincerity, 
and Affection as overcame him; that he would 
take my Advice, and would ftrive to ſubmir to 
his Fate, in hope of having the comfort of m 
Aſſiſtance, and of ſo faithful a Counſellor, and 
ſuch a Companion in his Miſery ; but ſtill he 
put me in mind of w'at I had ment1ion'd before; 
Namely, that there might be ſome way to get off, 
before he went, and that it might be pojlible to 
avoid going at all, which he ſaid would be much 
better. I told him he ſhould fee, and be fully 
fatisfy'd that I would do my utmoſt in that Part 
too, and if it did not ſucceed, yet that I would 
make good the reſt, _ 

We parted after this long Conference, with 
ſuch Teſtimonies of Kindneſs and Affection as I 
thought were Equal. if not Superior to that at 
our parting at Dunſtable; and now I ſaw more 
plainly than before, the Reaſon why he declin'd 

coming at that time any farther with me toward 
London than Dunſtable , and why waen we parted 
there, he told me it was not convenient for him 
to come part of the way to London to bring me 
going, as he would otherwiſe have done : I have 
obſerv'd that the Account of his Life, would have 
made a much more pleaſing Hiſtory, than this of 
mine; and indeed nothing in it, was more ſtrange 
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than this Part, (viz.) that he had carried on that 
defperate Trade full five and Twenty Year, and 
had never been taken, the Succeſs he had met with, 
had been ſo very uncommon, and ſuch, that ſome- 
times he had hiv'd handſomely and retir'd, in one 
Place for a Year or two at a time, keeping him- 
ſelf and a Man-Servant to wait on him, and has 


often ſat in the Coffee-Houſes, and heard the ve- 


ry People who he had robb'd give Accounts of 
their being robb'd, and of the Places and Cir- 
cumſtances, ſo that he cou'd eaſily remember that 
it was the ſame. 

Ly this manner it ſeems he liv'd near Leverpool 
at the time, heunluckily married me for a Fortune: 
Had I been the Fortune he expected, I verily be- 
lieve, as he ſaid, that he would have taken up 
and liy'd honeftly all his Days. 

He had with the reſt of his Misfortunes the 
Juck not to be actually upon the ſpot, when the 
Robbery was done, which the was committed for; 
and fo none of the Perſons robb'd cou'd ſwear to 
him, or had any thing to Charge upon him; but it 
ſeems as he was taken, with the Gang, one hard- 
mouth'd Countryman {wore home to him; and 
they were like to have others come in according to 
the Publication they had made, ſo that they ex- 
pected more Evidence againſt him, and for that 
Reaſon he was kept in hold. 

HowEvER, the offer which was made to him of 
admitting him to Tranſportation was made, as I 


underſtood upon the interceſhon of ſome great 


Perſon who preſs'd him hard to accept of it be- 
fore a Tryal ; and indeed as he knew there were 
ſeveral that might come in againft him, I thought 
his Friend was in the Right, and I lay at him 
Night and Day to delay it no longer, 4 
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Ar laſt, with much difficulty he gave his con- 


ſent, and as he was not therefore admitted to 
Tranſportation in Court, and on his Petition as I 
was, ſo he found himſelf under a difficulty to a- 
void embarking himſelf as I had ſaid he might 
have done his great Friend, who was his Inter- 
rceſſor for the Favour of that Grant, having gi- 
ven Security for him that he ſhould Tranſport 
himſelf, and not return within the Term. 

TH 1s hharſhip broke all my Meaſurers, for 
the ſteps I took afterwards for my own deliver- 
_ ance, were hereby render'd wholly ineffectual, 
unlels I would abandon him, _ leave him to go 
to America by himſelf; than wich he proteſted he 
would much rather venture, altho' he were cer- 
tain to-go directly to the Gallows. | 

I muſtnow return to my own Caſe, the time of 
my being Tranſporred according to my Sentence 
was near at Hand; my Governeſs who continu'd 
my faſt Friend, had try'd to obtain a Pardon, but it 
could not be done unleſs with an Expence too 
heavy for my Purſe, conſidering that to be left 
naked and empty, unleſs I had reſolv'd to re- 
turn to my old Trade again, had been worſe than 
my Tranſportation, becauſe there I knew I could 
hve, here I could not. The good Miniſter ſtood 
very hard on another Account to prevent my be- 


ing Tranſported alſo; but he was anſwer'd, that 


indeed my Life had been given me at his firſt So- 
licitations, and therefore he ought to ask no more 
he was ſenſibly griev'd at my going, becauſe, as 
be ſaid, he fear'd I ſhould loſe the good impreſſi- 
ons, which a proſpect of Death had at ſirſt made 
on me, and which were ſince encreas'd by his In- 
ſtructions, and the pious Gentleman was exceed- 
ingly concern'd about me on that Account, 5 
the 
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O the other Hand, 1 really was not ſo ſollici- Deck, 


tous about it, as I was before, but I induſtriouſly we ha 
conceal'd my Reaſons for it from the Miniſter, AL1 
and to the laſt he did not know, but that I went the De 
with the utmoſt reluctance and affliction. | afterw 

I T was in the Month of February that T was of us 
with ſeven other Convicts, as they call'd us, de- room | 
Iiver'd to a Merchant that Traded to Virginia, Linne 
on board a Ship, riding, as they call'd it, in in) fe 
Deptford Reach: The Officer of the Priſon de- Shift, 
liver'd, us on board, and the Maſter of the Veſ- was or 
ſel gave a Diſcharge for us. help t 


Wx were for that Night clapt under Hatches, far'd \ 
and kept fo cloſe, that I thought I ſhould have men, 
been ſuffocated for want of Air, and the next their 
Morning the Ship weigh'd, and fell down the things 


River to a Place they call Bagby's Hole, which WI 
was done, as they told us by the agreement of to con 
the Merchant, het: all opportunity of Eſcape cers o 
mould be taken from us: However when the berty 
Ship came thither, and caſt Anchor, we were al- know 
low'd more Liberty, and particularly were per- ſary t 
mitted to come upou the Deck, but not upon the Boatſi 


Quarter-Deck, that being kept particularly for who t. 
the Captain, and for Paſſengers. 0 

_ __ WHEN by the Noiſe of the Men over my Safety 
Head, and the Motion of the Ship, I perceiv'd: that {wer'd 
they were under Sail, I was at firſt greatly ſur-" don th 

_.priz'd, fearing we ſhould go away directly, and to be 


that our Friends would not be admitted to ſee us Ac 

any more; but I was eaſy ſoon after when I Boatſ; 
found they had come to an Anchor again, and going 
ſoon after that we had Notice given by ſome me if 
of the Men where we were, that the next Morn- of it 

| ing we ſhould have the Liberty to come upon I Pen, 


Deck, a Let 


F 
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Deck, and to have our Friends come and ſee us if 
we had any. | 

ALL that Night I lay upon the hard Boards of 
the Deck, as the other Priſoners did, but we had 
afterwards the Liberty of little Cabins for ſuch 
of us as had any Bedding to lay in them; and 
room to ſtow any Box or Trunk for Cloths, and 
Linnen, if we had it, (which might well be put 
in) for ſome of them had neither Shirt or 
Shift, or a Rag of Linnen or Woollen, but what 
was on their Backs, or a Farthing of Money to 
help themſelves, and yet I did not find but they 
far'd well enough in the Ship, eſpecially the Wo- 
men, who got Money of the Seamen for waſhing 
their Cloths ſufficient to purchaſe any common 
things that they wanted. 

WHEN the next Morning we had the liberty 
to come upon the Deck, I ask'd one of the Ofh- 
cers of the Ship, whether I might not have the li- 
berty to ſend a Letter on Shore to let my Friends 
know where the Ship lay, and to get ſome neceſ- 
ſary things ſent to me. This was it ſeems the 
Boatſwain, a very civil courteous ſort of Man, 
who told me I ſhould have that, or anv other li- 
berty that I deſir'd, that he could allow me with 
Safety; I told him I deſir'd no other; and he an- 
ſwer' d that the Ships Boat would go up to Lon- 
don the next Tide, and he would order my Letter 
to be carried. | 
— ACCORDINGLY when the Boat went off, the 
Boatſwain came to me, and told me the Boat was 
going off, and that he went in it himſelf, and ask'd 
me if my Letter was ready, he would take care 
of 1t ; I had prepared myſelf you may be ſure, 
Pen, Ink and Paper beforehand, and I had gotten 
a Letter ready directed to my Governeld, and 
l en- 
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enclosd another for my fellow Priſoner, which 


however I did not let her kgow was my 


Huſ- 


band, not to the laſt; in that to my Governeſs, 
let her know where the Ship lay, and preſs'd 
her earneſtly to ſend me what things I knew ſhe 


had got ready for me* for my Voyage. 


Wren I gave the Boatſwain the Letter, I 
gave him a Shilling with it, which I told him was 
for the Charge of a Meſſenger or Porter, which I 
entreated him to ſend with the Letter, as ſoon as 


he came on Shore, that if poſſible I might 
an Anſwer brought back by the ſame Hand, 


have 
that 


I might know what was become of my things, for 
SIR, ſays J, if the Ship ſhould go away before I 


have them on Board I am undone, 


I Took. care when I gave him the Shilling, to 
let him him ſee that I had a little better Furni- 
ture about me, than the ordinary Priſoners, for 
he ſaw that I had a Purſe, and in it a pretty 
'deal of Money, and I found that the very ſight 
of it, immediately furniſh'd me with very diffe- 
rent Treatment from what 1 ſhould otherwiſe 
have met with in the Ship; for tho' he was very 
Courteous indeed before, in a kind of natural 
Compaſſion to me, as a Woman in diſtreſs, yet 
he was more than ordinarily fo, afterwards, and 
Procur'd me to be better treated in the Ship, 


appear 1n its Place. 


5 4 than, I ſay, I might otherwiſe have been as ſhall 


H very honeſtly had my Letter deliver'd 
to my Governeſs own Hands, and brought me back 
an Anſwer from her ii writing; and when hegave 
me the Anſwer, gave me the Shilling again, there, 


Jays he, there's your Shilling again too, for 


I de- 


liver'd the Letter my ſelf; I conld not tell what 


to ſay, I was fo ſurpris d at the thing; but 


after 
{ome 


Once 
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ſome Panſe, I ſaid, Sir you are too kind, it had 
been but Reaſonable that you had paid yourſelf 
Coach hare then. | 155 
No, no, ſays he, Tam over paid: What is the 
Gentlewoman your Siſter ? 8 1 
No, S1R, [ai I, ſhe is no Relation tome, but 
ſhe is a dear Friend, and all the Friends T have 
in the World: well, 40. he, there are few ſuch 
Friends in the World: why ſhe cryes after you 
like a Child, Ay, ſays T again, ſhe would give a 
Hundred Pound, I believe, to deliver me from this 
dreadful Condition I am in. 
WovLD ſhe ſo? ſays he, for half the Money I 
believe, I cou'd put you in a way how to deli- 
ver yourſelf, but this he ſpoke ſoftly that no Bo- 
dy cou'd hear 
Alas! Six, ſaid I, but then that muſt be ſuch 
a Deliverance as if I ſhould be taken again, would 


coſt me my Life; Nay, ſaid be, if you were 
once out o 


the Ship you mult look to yourſelf 
afterwards, that I can ſay nothing to; ſo we 
drop'd the Diſcourſe for that time. 

IN the mean time my Governeſs faithful to 
the laſt Moment, convey'd my Letter to the Pri- 
ſon to my Husband, and got an Anſwer to it, and 
the next Day came down herſelf to the Ship, © 
bringing me in the firſt Place a Sea-Bed as they 
call it, and all its Furniture, ſuch as was conve- 
nient, but not to let the People think it was ex- 
traordinary ; ſhe brought with her a Sea-Cheft, that 
is a Cheſt, ſuch as are made for Seamen with all 
the Conveniencies in it, and fill'd with every 
thing almoſt that I could want; and in one of the 
corners of the Cheſt, where there was a private 
Drawer was my Bank of Money, that is to ſay, 
ſo much of it as I had reſolv'd to carry with me; 
for I order'd a part of my Stock to be left behind 

me 


* 


n 

me, to be ſent afterwards in ſuch Goods as T ſhould 

want when I came to ſettle; for Money in that 

| Country is not of much uſe where all things are 

bought for Tobacco, much more is it a great loſs 

1 to carry it from Hence. 

ö Bu Tt my Caſe was particular; it was by no 

| Means proper to me to go thither without Money or 

Goods, and for a poor Convict that was to be ſold as 

ſoon as I came on Shore, to carry with me a Cargo 

of Goods would be to have Notice taken of it, 

and perhaps to have them ſeiz'd by the Publick 

DOI took pot of my Stock with me thus, and 
left the other part with my Governeſs. » 

Mx Governeſs brought me a great many other 
things, but it was not proper for me to look too 
well provided in the Ship, at leaſt, till T knew 
what kind of a Captain we ſhould have, When 

me came intg the Ship, I thought ſhe would have 
died indeed; her Heart ſunk at the ſight of me, 
and at the thopghts of parting with me in that 
Condition, and the cry'd ſo intolerably, I cou'd 
not for a long time have any talk with ae. 
1 Toox that time to read my fellow Priſoners 
Letter, which however greatly perplex'd me; he 
old me he was determin'd to go, but found it 
would be impoſſible for him to be Diſcharg d time 
enough for going in the ſame Ship, and which 
was more than all, he began to queſtion whether 
they would givethim leave to go in what Ship he 
pleas'd, tho' he did voluntarily Tranſport him- 
{elf ; but that they would ſee him put on Board 
ſuch a Ship as they ſhould direct, and that he 
would be charg'd upon the Captain as other con- 
vid Priſoners were; ſo that he began to be in 
diſpair-ot ſeeing me till he came to Virgina, which 
made him almoſt deſperate z ſeeing that vn the o 
„ ther 


. 


ther Hand, if I ſhould not be there, if any Acci> 


dent of the Sea, or of Mortality ſhould take me a- 
way,he ſhould be the moſt undone Creature there 
in the World, ROBES 
_ Tx 1 s was very perplexing, and I knew not 
what Courſe to take; I told my Governeſs the 
Story of the Boatſwain, and ſhe was mighty ea- 
ger with me to treat with him; but I had no 
mind to it, till I heard whether my Husband, or 
fellow Priſoner, ſo ſhe call'd him, cou'd be at li- 
og 4 to go with ine or no; at 1a{ I was forc'd to 
let her into the whole matter, except only, that 
of his being my Husband; I told her I had made 


a poſitive Bargain or Agreement with him to go, 


if he could get the liberty of going in the ſame 
Ship, and that I found he had Money. 

FHeNlI read a long Lecture to her of what J 
propos to do when we came there, how we could 


nt, Settle; and in ſhort, grow Rich without 
any more Adventures, and as atgreat Secret, 1 


told her that we were to Marry as ſoon as he came 
on Board. 


Sn E ſoon agreed chearfully to my going, Ben, 


ſhe heard this, and jhe made it her buſineſs from 
that time to get him out of the Priſon in time, ſa 


that he might go in the ſame Ship with 
which at laſt was brought to paſs tho' with 
difficulty, and not without all» the Forms of a. 
Tranſported Priſoner Convi&, which he really was 
not yet, for he had not been try'd, and which 
was a great Mortification to him. As our Fate was 
now determin'd, and we were both on Board, 
actually bound to Virginia, in the deſpicable Qua- 
lity of Tranſported Convicts deſtin'd to be fold 
for Slaves, I for five Year, and he under Bonds 
and Security not to return to England any more, 
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as long as he liv'd ; he was very much dejected 
and caſt down; the Mortification of being brought 


on Board, as he was like a Priſoner, piqu'd him 


very much, ſince it was firſt told him he ſhould 
Tranſport himſelf, and fo that he might go as a 
Gentleman at liberty; it is true he was not or- 
der'd to be ſold when he came there, as we were, 
and for that Reaſon he was oblig'd to pay for his 
Paſſage to the Captain, which we were not; as to 


the reſt, he was as much at a loſs as a Child what 
to do with himſelf, or with what he had, but by 


Directions. 

Ov firſt buſineſs was to compare our Stock: 
He was very honeſt to me, and told me his Stock 
was pretty good when he eame into the Priſon, 
but the living there as he did in a Figure like a 
Gentleman, and which vas ten times as nuch, the 
making of Friends, and ſoliciting his Caſe, had 
been very Expenſive; and in a Word, all his 
Stock that he had left was an Hundred and Eight 
Pounds, which he had about him all in Gold. 

I Gave him an Account of my Stock as fairh- 
fully, that is to ſay of what I had taken to carry 
with me, for I was reſolv'd what ever ſhould hay 

8, 


% Fenz to keep what I had left with my Governe 
Nin R 


eſerve; that in Caſe I ſhould die, what I had 


-with me was enough to give him, and that which 


was left in my Governeſs Hands would be her own, 


which ſhe had well deſerv'd of me indeed, 


Mx Stock which I had with me was two 
Hundred forty ſix Pounds, ſome odd Shillings , ſo 
that we nad three Hundred and fifty four Pound 
between us, but a worſe gotten Eſtate was ſcarce 
ever put together to begin the World with. 


— Ov 
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OUR greateſt Misfortune as to our Stock, was 


that it was all in Money, which every one knows 


is an unprofitable Cargoe to be carryed to the 
Plantations ; I believe his was really all he had 
left in the World, as he told me it was; but T 
who had between ſeven and eight Hundred Pounds 
in Bank when this Diſaſter befel me, and who had 
one of the faithfuleſt Friends in the World to 


manage it for me, conſidering ſhe was a Woman 


of no manner of Religious Principles, had ftill 
Three Hundred Pounds left in her Hand, which I 
reſery*d, as above, beſides ſome very valuable 
things, as particularly two gold Watches, ſome 
ſmall Peices of Plate, and ſome Rings ; all ſtolen 


Goods ; the Plate, Rings and Watches were put 


up in my Cheſt with the Money, and with this 
Fortune, and in the Sixty firſt Year of my Ape, 
I launch'd out into a new World, as I may call 
it in the Condition (as to what 'appear'd) only of 
a poor nak'd Convict, order'd to be Traſported in 
reſpite from the Gallows , my Cloaths were poor 
and mean, but not ragged or dirty, and none knew 
in the whole Ship that I had any thing of value 
about me. 

HowEVER, as I had a great many very good 
Cloaths, and Linnen in abundance, which I had 
order'd to be pack'd up in two great Boxes, I had 
them Shipp'd on Board, not as my Goods, but as 
conſign'd to my real Name in Virginia; and had 
the Bills of Loading ſign'd bya Captain in my 
Pocket; and in theſe Boxes was my Plate and 


Watches, and every thing of value except my 


Money, which I kept by itſelf in a private 
Drawer in my Cheſt, which cou'd not be found, 


or open'd if found, without ſplitting the Cheft to 
Cc IN 


peices. 
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In this Condition I lay for three Weeks in the 


Ship, not knowing whether I ſhould have my 

Husband with me or no; and therefore not reſol- 

ving how, or in what manner to receive the ho- 
neſt Boatſwain's propoſal, which indeed he thought 
a little ſtrange at firſt. 

Ar the End of this time, behold my Hus- 
band came on Board; he look'd with a dejected 
angry Countenance, his great Heart was ſwell'd 
with Rage and Disdain; to be drag'd along with 
three Keepers of Newgate, and put on Board like a 
Convict, when he had not ſo much as been brought 
to a Tryal; he made loud complaints of it by 
his Friends, for it ſeems he had ſome intereſt ; 
but his Friends got ſome, Checque in their Appli- 
cation, and were told he had had Favonr enough, 
and that they had receiv'd ſuch an Account of 
him ſince the laſt Grant of his Tranſportation, 
that he ought to think himſelf very well treated 
that he was not proſecuted a new. Ihis anſwer 
quieted him at once, for he knew too much what 
might have happen'd, and what he had room to 
expect , and now he ſaw the goodneſs of the Ad- 
vice to him, which prevail'd with him to accept of 
the offer of a voluntary Tranſportation, and after 
his chagrine at theſe Hell Hounds, as be call d them, 
was a little over; he look'd alittle compos'd, began 
to be chearful, and as I was telling him how glad 
I was to have him once more out of their Hands, 
took me in his Arms, and acknowledg'd with great 


Tenderneſs, that I had given him the beſt Ad- 


vice poſſible, My Dear, ſays he, Thou haſt twice 


ſav'd my Life, from hence forward it ſhall be all 


employ'd for you, and I'll always take your Advice, 


FRE 
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TRE Ship began now to fill, ſeveral Paſſen- 
gers came on Board, who- were embark'd on no 


Criminal account, and theſe had Accommodati- . 


ons aſſign'd them in the great Cabbin, and other 
Parts of the Slip, whereas we as Convicts were 
thruſt down below, I know not where; but when 
my Husband came on Board, I ſpoke to the Boat- 
ſwain, who had ſo early given me Hints of his 
Friendſhip in carrying my Letter; I told him 
he had befriended me in many things, and I 
had not made any ſuitable Return to him, and 
with that I put a Guinea into his Hands; I told 
him that my Husband was now come on Board, 
that tho' we were both under the preſent Misfor- 
tunes, yet we had been Perſons of a differing 
Character from the wretched Crew that we came 
with, and deſir'd to know of him, whether the 
Captain might not be mov'd, to admit us to ſome 
Conveniences in the Ship, for which we would 
make him what Satisfaction he pleas'd, and that 
we would gratifie him for his Pains in procuring 
this for us. He took the Guinea as I cou'd fee 
with great Satisfaction, and aſſur'd me of his Aſ- 
ſiſtance. 
THEN he told us, he did not doubt but that 
the Captain who was one of the beſt humour' d 
Gentlemen in the World, would be eaſily brought 
to Accommodate us, as well as we cou'd deſire, 
and to make me eaſie, told me he would go up the 
next Tide on purpoſe to ſpeak to the Captam a- 
bout it. The next Morning happening to ſleep 
a little longer than ordinary, when I got up, and 
began to look Abroad, I ſaw the Boatſwain a- 
mong the Men in his ordinary Buſineſs, I was a 
little melancholly at feeing him there, and go- 
ing forwards to ſpeak to him, he ſaw me, and 


. came 
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came towards me, but not giving him time to ſpeak 
firſt, I ſaid ſmiling, I doubt, Sir, you have for- 
got us, for I fee you are very buſy; he return'd 
preſently, come a long with me, and you ſhall ſee, 
ſo he took me into the great Cabbin, and there ſat 
a good ſort of a Gentlemanly Man for a Seaman 
3 and with a great many Papers before 
HERE ſays the Boatſwain to him that was a 
writing, is the Gentlewoman that the Captain 


ſpoke to you of, and turning to me, he ſaid, I have 


been ſo far from forgetting your Buſineſs, that 
have been up at the Captain's Houſe, and have 
re pre ſented faithfully to the Captain what you 
ſaid, relating to your being furniſhed with better 
Conveniences for your ſelf, and your Husband ; 
and the Captain has ſent this Gentleman, who is 
Mate of the Ship down with me, on purpoſe to 
. ſhow you every thing, and to Accommodate you 
fully to your Content, and bid me aſſure you 
that you ſhall not be treated like what you were 
at firſt expected to be, but with the ſame reſpect 
as other Paſſengers are treated. 

THE Mate then ſpoke to me, and not givin 
me time to thank the Boatſwain for his kindneſs 
confirmd what the Boatſwain had ſaid, and ad- 
ded that it was the Captain's delight to ſhow him- 
ſelf Kind, and Charitable, eſpecially, to thoſe 
that were under any Misfortunes, and with that 
he ſhew'd me ſeveral] Cabbins built up, ſome in 


the Great Cabbin, and ſ me partition'd off, out of 
the $tcerage, but opening into the great Cabbin on 


purpole for the Acccmmodation of Paſſengers, 
and gave me leave to choſe where I would; how- 
- ever I cloſe a Cabbin, which open'd into the 
| | * Steerage 
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Steerage, in which was very good Conveniencies 
to ſet our Cheſt, and Boxes, and a Table to eat on. 

Tur Mate then told me, that the Boatſwain 
had given ſo good a Character of me, and of my 
Husband, as to our civil Behaviour, that he had 
orders to tell me, we ſhould eat with him, if we 
thought fit, during the whole Voyage on the 
common Terms of Paſſengers; that we might lay 
in ſome freſh Proviſions, if we pleas'd ; or if not, 
he ſhould lay in his uſual Store, and we ſhould 


have Share with him: This was very reviving. 


News to me, after fo many Hardſhips, and!AjHlicti- 
ons as I had gone thro” of late; I thank'd him, and 
told him, the Captain ſhould make his own Terms 
with us, and ask'd him leave to go and tell my 
Husband of it who was not very well, and was 
not yet out of his Cabbin : Accordingly I wert, 
and my Husband whoſe Spirics were ſtill fo much 
ſunk with the (Indignity as he underſtood it) offer- 
ed him, that he. was ſcarce yet himſelf, was ſo re- 
viv dwith the Account I gave him of the Recepti- 
on we were like to have 1n the Ship, that he was 
quite another Man, and new vigour and Courage 
appear'd. in his very Countenance; ſo true is it, 
that the greateſt of Spirits, when overwhelm'd 
by their Afflictions, are ſubject to the greateſt De- 


jections, and are the moſt apt to Deſpair and 


give themſelves up. | 
AFTER ſome little Pauſe to recover himſcIf, 
my Husband come up with me, and gave the 
Mate thanks for the kindneſs, which he had ex- 
reſs d to us, and ſent ſuitable acknowledgement 
him to the Captain, offering to py For by 
Adv ance, what ever the demanded for our Pal- 
ſage, and for the Conveniences he had hely'd us to; 
the Mate told him, that the Captain would be on 
| | + % Board 
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Board in the Afternoon, and that he would leave 
all that till he came; accordingly in the Afternoon 
the Captain came, and we found him the ſame 
courteous obliging Man, that the Boatſwain had 
repreſentd him to be; and he was fo well pleas'd 
with my Husband's Converſation, that in ſhort, 
he would not let us keep the Cabbin we had cho- 
ſen, but gave us one, that as I ſaid before, open'd 
into the great Cabbin. 

Nox were his Conditions exorbitant, or the 
Man craving and eager to make a Prey of us, but 
for fifteen Guineas we had our whole Paſſage and 
Proviſions, and Cabbin, eat at the Captain's Ta- 
ble, and where very handſomely Entertain'd. 

TRE Captain Jay himſelf in the other part of 
the Great Cabbin, having let his round Houſe, as 
they call it, to a rich Planter, who went over, 
with his Wife, and three Children, who eat by 
themſelves , he had ſame other ordinary Paſſen- 
gers, who Quarter'd in the Steerage, and as for 
our old Fraternity, they were kept under the 
Hatches while the Ship lay there, and came very 
little on the Deck. 

I CouLD not refrain acquainting my Gover- 
neſs with what had happen'd, it was but juſt that 
ſhe, who was ſo really concern'd for me, ſhould 
have part in my good Fortune; beſides I want- 
ed her Aſſiſtance to ſupply me with ſeveral Ne- 
ceſſaries, which before I was ſhy of letting any 
Body ſee me have; that it might not be publick, 
but now I had a Cabbin and room to ſet things 
in; I order'd abundance of gnod things for our 
Comfort in the Voyage, as Brandy, Sugar, Le- 
mons, Fc. to make Punch, and Treat our Bene- 
factor, the Captain; and abundance of things for 

eating and drinking in the Voyage alſo a get 
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Bed, and Bedding proportion'd to it; ſo that in a 
Word, we red to want for nothing in the 
Voyage. 

AL tkis while I kad provided nothing for our 
Aſſiſtance, when we ſhould come to the Place, and 
begin to call ourſelves Planters ; and I was far 
from being ignorant of what was needful on that 
Occaſion; particularly all forts of Tools for the 

Planters- Work, and for building; and all kinds of 
Furniture for our Dwelling, which if to be bought 
Nig Country, muſt neceſſarily coſt double the 

rice, 
So I diſcours'd that Point with my Governeſs, and 
ſne went and waited upon the Captain, and told 
him, that ſhe hop'd ways might be found cut, for 
her two unfortunate Couſins, as fbe call'd us, to 
obtain our Freedom when we came into the Coun- 
try, and ſo enter'd into a Diſcourſe with him a- 
bout the Means and Terms alſo, of which I ſhall 
ſay more in its Place; and after thus ſounding 
the Captain, ſhe let him know, tho' we were 
unhappy in the Circumſtance that occaſion'd our 
going, yet that we were not unfurniſh'd to ſet 
' our ſelves to Work in the Country; and were re- 
ſolv'd to ſettle, and live there as Planters; if we 
might be pot in a way how to do it: The Captain 
readily offer'd his Aſſiſtance, told her the Me- 
thod of entering upon ſuch Buſineſs, and how 
eaſy, nay, how vertain it was for induſtrious 
People to recover their Fortunes in ſuch a man- 
ner: Madam, ſays he, tis no Reproach to any 
Man in that Country to have been ſent over in 


worſe Circumſtances than I perceive your Couſins 


are in, provided they do but apply with dili- 
gence and good Judgment to the Buſineſs of that 
Place when they come there, 
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8 Rx then enquir'd of him what things it was 
| Neceſſary we ſhould carry over with us, and he 
like a very honeſt as well as knowing Man, told 
her thus: Madam, your Couſins in the firſt Place 
muſt procure ſome Body to buy them as Servants, 
in Conformity to the Conditions of their Tran- 
ſportation, and then in the Name of that Perſon, 
they may go about what they will; they may 
either Purchaſe ſome Plantations already begun, 
or they may purchaſe Land of the Government of 
the Country, and begin where they pleaſe, and both 
will be done reaſonably; ſhe beſpoke his Favour 
in the firſt Article, which he promis'd to her 
to take upon himſelf; and indeed faithfull per- 
form'd it, and as to the reſt, he promis'd to reco- 
mend us to ſuch as ſhould give us the beſt Advice, 
and not to impoſe upon us, which was as much 
as could be deſir'd. 5 

8 HE then ask'd him, if it would not be Ne- 
ceſſary to furniſh us with a Stock of Tools 
and Materials for the Buſineſs of Planting, and 
he ſaid, yes, by all means, and then ſhe. begg'd 
his Aſſiſtance in it; ſhe told him ſhe would fur- 
niſh us with every thing that was.Convenient 
whatever 1t coſt her , he accordingly gave her a 


long particular of things Neceſſary for a Planter, 


which by his Account came to about fourſcore, or 
an Hundred Pounds; and in ſhort, ſhe. went a- 
bout asdexterouſly to buy them, as if ſhe had been 
an old Virgina Merchant; only that ſhe bought by 
my. Direction above twice as much of every thing 
as he had given her a Liſt of. IHE 
THESE ſhe put on Board in her own Name, took 
his Bills of Loading for them, and Endorſt thoſe 
Bills of Loading to my Husband, Enſuring the 
Cargoafterwars in her own Name, by our . 3 

0 
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ſo that we were provided for all Events, and for 
all Diſaers. : 48 
I SHoVLD have told you that my Husband 
ave her all his whole Stock of 1801. which as 1 
ave ſaid, he had about him in Gold, to lay out 
thus, and I gave her a good Sum beſides , 10 that 
I did not break into the Stock, which I had left 
in her Hands at all, but after we had ſorted out 
our whole Cargo, we had yet near 200 l. in Mo- 
ney, which was more than enough for our purpoſe, 
IN this Condition very chearful, and indeed 
Joyful at being ſo happily Accommodated as we 
were; we ſet Sail from Bugby's- Hole to Graveſend, 
where the Ship lay about ten Days more, and 
where the Captain came on Board for good andall. 
Here the Captain offer'd us a civility, which in- 
deed we had no Reaſon to expect. Namely, to 
let us go on Shore, and refreſh ourſelves, npon gi- 
ving our Words in a folemn manner, that we 
would not go from him, and that we would re- 
turn peaceably on Board again : This was ſuch an 
Evidence of his Confidence in us, that it o- 
vercome my Husband, who in a meer Principle 
of Gratitude, told him as he could not be in any 
Capacity to make a ſutiable return for ſuch a Fa- 
your, ſo he could not think of accepting of it; 
nor could he be eaſy that the Captain ſhould run 
ſuch a Riſque: After ſome mutual Civilities, I * 
gave my Husband a Purſe, in which was 80 Gui- 1 
neas, and he puts it into the Captain's hand: 
There Captain, ſays be, there's part of a Pledge 
for our Fidelity, if we deal diſhoneſtly with you 
on any Account, *tis your own, and on this we 
went on Shore. 8 Woh. 
INDEED the Captain had aſſurance enough of 
our Reſolutions to go, for that having made e 
ro- 
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Proviſion to Settle there; it did not ſeem Ratio- 
nal that we would choſe to' remain here at the 
Expence and Peril of Life, for ſuch it muſt have 
been, if we had been taken again. In a Word, we 
went all on Shore with the Captain, and Supp'd 
together in Graveſend , where we were very 
Merry, ſtaid all Night, lay at the Houſe where we 
„ Supp'd, and came all very honeſtly on Board a- 
gain with him in the Morning. Here we bought 
ten dozen Bottles of good Beer, ſome Wine, ſome 
Fowls, and ſuch things as we thought might be 
acceptable on Board. | 
Mx Governeſs was with us all this while, 
and went with us Round into the Downs, as did 
alſo the Captain's Wife with whom ſhe went 
back; I was never fo ſorrowful at parting with 
my own Mother as 1 was at parting with her, 
and I never ſaw her more: We had a fair Eaſterly 
Wind ſprung up the third Day after we came to 
the Downs, and we ſail'd from thence the 1oth 
of April; nor did we touch any more at any 
Place, till being driven on the Coaſt of Ireland 
by a very hard Galeof Wind, the Ship came 
to an Anchor in a little Bay, near the Mouth 


of a River, whoſe Name I remember not, but they © 


{aid the River came down from Limerick, ang 
that it was the largeſt River in Ireland. as?! 
HERE being detain'd by bad Weather for ſome 
time, the Captain who continu'd the ſame kind good 
humour'd Man as at firſt, took us two on Shore 
with him again: He did it now in kindneſs to my 
Husband indeed, who bore the Sea very ill, and 
was very Sick, eſpecially when it blew ſo hard: 
Here we bought in again, ſtore of freſh Proviſions, 
eſpecially Beef, Pork, Mutton and Fowls, and 
the Captain ſtay'd to Pickle up five or ſix Bar- 
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rels of Beef to lengthen out the Ships Store. We 
were here not above five Days, when the Weather 
turning mild, and a fair Wind; we ſet Sail a- 
gain and in two and Forty Days came ſafe to the 
Coaſt of Virginia. | 

WHEN we drew near to the Shore, the Cap- 
tain call'd me to him, and told me that he found 
by my Diſcourſe, I had ſome Relations in the 
Place, and that IT had been there before, and fo 
he ſuppos'd I underſtood the Cuſtom, in their di- 
ſpoſing the convict Priſoners when they arnv'd 
I told him I did not, and that as to what Relati- 
ons I had in the Place, he might be ſure I would 
make my ſelf known to none of them while I was 
in the Circumſtances of a Priſoner, and that as 
to the reſt, we left ourſelves entirely to him to 
Aſſiſt us, as he was pleas'd to promiſe us he wou'd 
do. He told me I muſt, get ſume Body in the 
Place to come and buy us as Servants, and who 
muſt anſwer for us to the Governor of the Coun- 
try, if he demanded us; I told him we ſhould,do as 
he ſhould direct; fo he brought a Planter to treat 
with him, as it were for the Purchaſe of theſe 
two Servants, my Husband and me, and there Fe 
were formally ſold to him, and went a Shore with 
him : The Captain went with us, and carried us 
to a certain Houſe whether it was to be call'd a 
Tavern or not, I know not, but we had 
a Bowl of Punch there made of Rum, &c. and 
were very Merry. After ſome time the Planter 


gave us a Certificate of Diſcharge, and an Ac- 


© knowledgement of having ſerv'd him faithfully, 
and we were free from him the next Morning, to 

o whether we would. | 
For this Peice of Service the Captain demand- 
ed of us 6000 weight of Tobacco, which he * 
| he 
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he was Actountable for to his Freighter, and which 
we immediately bought for him, and made him 
a preſent of 26 Guineas, beſides, with which he 
was abundanthy ſatisfy d. Jo 

Ir is not proper to Enter here into the parti- 
culars of what Part of the Colony of Virginia; 
we Settled in, for divers Reaſons; it may ſuffice 
to mention that we went into the great River of 
Potomack, the Ship being bound thither; and there 


we intended to have Settled at firſt, tho' after- 


wards we altered our Minds. 
\ THe firſt thing I did of Moment after having 
gotten all our Goods on Shore, and plac'd them 
in a Storehouſe, or Warehouſe, which with a Lodg- 
ing we hir'd at the ſmall Place or Village, where 
we Landed; I ſay the firft thing was to enquire 
after my Mother, and after my Brother,(that fatal 
Perſon who I married as a Husband, as I have re- 
lated at large ;) a little enquiry furniſh'd me with 
Information that Mrs. „that is my Mo- 
ther was Dead; that my Brother or (Husband) was 
alive, which I confeſs J was not very glad to hear; 
but which was worſe, I found he was remov'd from 
che Plantation where he liv'd formerly, and 
where I liv'd with him, and liv'd with one of his 
Sons in a Plantation juſt by the Place where we 
Landed, and where we had hir'd a Warehouſe;  _ 
I Was a little ſurpriz'd at firft, but as I ven- 
tured, to ſatisfy my ſelf, that he could not know 
me, I was not only perfectly eaſy, but had a great 
mind to ſee him, if it was poſſible to do ſo with- 
out his ſeeing me; in order to that I found out by 
enquiry a Plantation, where he liv'd, and with a 
Woman of that Place, who I got to help me, 
Tike what we call a Chairwoman, I rambl'd about 
towards the Place, as if I had only a mind to fee 
the Country, and look about me; at laſt I came 


ſo 


.. 


noug 
told 
This 
Hood 


wretc 
Son, 

flouri 
ſelf k 


(0397) 

ſo near that I ſaw the Dwelling-houſe: T ask'd4 

the Woman whoſe Plantation that was, ſbe ſaid, it 
belong'd to ſuch a Man, and looking out a little 
to our right Hands, there ſays ſhe, is the Gentle- 
man that owns the Plantation, and his Father with 

him: What are their Chriſtian Names? ſaid I, I 
know not faid ſhe, what the old Gentlemans Name 

is, but his Sons Name is Humphry, and I believe, 

ſays ſhe, the Fathers is ſo too; you may gueſs, if 
you can, what a confus'd mixture of Joy and 
Fright poſſeſt my Thoughts upon this Qccaſion, 
for I immediately knew that this was no Body elſe, 
but my own Son, by that Father ſhe ſhewed me, 
who was my own Brother: I had no Mask, but I 
ruſted my Hcods ſo about my Face, that I de- 

pended upon it, that after above 20 Years ab- 
ſence, and withal not expecting any thing of me 
in that part of the World, he would not be able 
to know any thing of me; but I need not have 
us'd all that Caution, forthe old Gentleman was 
grown dim Sighted, by ſome Diſtemper, which had 
fallen upon his Eyes, and could but juſt ſee well 

enough to walk about, and not run againſt a Tre@ 
or into a Ditch. The Woman that was with me, had 
told me that, by a meer Accident, knowing nothing 
of what importance it was to ine: As they drew 
near to ns, I ſaid, does he know you Mrs. Owen? fo 
they call d the Woman, yes, ſaid ſhe, if he hears me 
ſpeak, he will know me ; but he can't ſee well e- 
nough to know me, or any Body elſe; and fo ſhe 
told me the Story of his Sight, as I have related : 
This made me ſecure, and fo I threw open my 
Hoods again, and let them paſs by me: It was a 
wretched thing for a Mother thus to fee her own 
Son, a handſome comely young Gentleman in 
flouriſhing Circumſtances, and durſt not make her- 
ſelf known to him; and durſt not take any ates 
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19 
of him; let any Mother of Children that reads 
this, conſider it, and but think with what anguiſh 
of Mind I reftrain'd myſelf; what yearnings of 
Soul I had in me to embrace him, and weep over 
him; and how I thought all my Entrails turn'd 
within me, that my -very Bowels mov'd, and I 
knew not what to do; as I now know not how to 


4 


expreſs thoſe Agonies: When he went from me I 
. - Kood 


gan and trembling, and looking after 
him as long as I could ſee him; then ſitting down 
on the Graſs, juſt at a Place I had mark'd, I made 
as if I lay down to reſt me, but turn'd from her, 
and lying on my Face wept, and kiſs'd the Ground 
that he had ſet his Foot on | 

I Cov'D not conceal my Diforder ſo much from 
the Woman, but that ſhe perceived it and thought 
I was not well, which 1 was qhlig'd to pretend 
was true; upon which he 1 riſe, the 
Ground being damp Fs getons, Which I did 
accordingly, and wald , 

As I was going back again, and ſtill Talking 
of this Gentleman, and his Son, a new Occaſion 


of melancholy ofter'd itſelf thus: The Woman be- 


gan, as if ſhe would tell me a Story to divert me; 
there goes, ſays ſhe, a very odd Tale among the 
Neighbours where this Gentleman formerly liv'd: 


What was that, ſaid I? why, ſays ſhe, that old 


Gentleman going to England, when he was a 
young Man, fell in Love with a young Lady 
there, one of the fineſt Women that ever was ſeen, 


and Married her, and brought her over hither to 


his Mother, who was then living. He liv'd here 
ſeveral Years with her, continu'd ſbe, and had ſe- 
veral Children by her, of which the young 


Gentleman that was with him now, was one, but 


after ſome time, the old Gentlewoman his oo” 
| ther 


fected with this Story 
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ther talking to her, of ſomething relating to her- 
ſelf, when ſhe was in England, and of her Circum- 
ſtances in England, which were bad enough ; 
the Daughter-in-Law, began to be very mu 
ſurpriz'd, and uneaſy, and in ſhort, examining 
further into things it appear'd paſt all Contra- 
diction, that ſhe the old Gentlewoman was her 
own Mother, and that conſequently, that Son was 
his Wives own Brother, which ſtruck the whole 
Family with Horror, and put them into ſuch 
Confuſion, that it had almoſt ruin'd them all; 
the young Woman would not live with him, the 
Son, her Brother and Husband, for a time went 
Diſtracted, and at laſt, the young Woman went 
away for England, and has never been heard of 
auc. „ 

I T is 


4 


eaſy to believe that I was ſtrangely af- 
but tis impoſſible to de- 
ſcribe the Nature of my*Diſturbance : I ſeem'd a- 
ſtoniſh'd at the Story, and ask'd her a Thouſand 
Queſtions about tie particulars, which I found ſhe 


was thoroughly acquainted with; at laſt I began 


to enquire into the Circumſtances of the Family, 
how the old Gentlewoman, I mean, my Mother 
died, and how ſhe left what ſhe had ; for my Mo- 
ther had. ꝓromis'd me very ſolemnly, that when 
ſhe died, ſhe would do ſomething for me, and 
leave it fo, as that, if I was Living, I ſhould one 
way or other come at it, without its being in the 
Power of her Son, my Brot ber and Husband to 

revent it: She told me ſhe did not know exact · 

y how it was order'd; but ſhe had been told, that 
my Mother had left a Sum of Money, and had tyed 
her Plantation for the Payment of it, to be made 
good to the Daughter, if ever ſhe could be heard 


of, either in England, or elſe where; and that the 


Truſt 
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Truſt was left with this Son, who was the Perſon 
that we ſaw with his Father. | 
THIS was News too good for me to make 
light of, and you may be ſure fill'd my Heart 
with a Thouſand Thoughts, what Courſe I ſhould 
take, how, and when, and in what manner I ſhould 
make myſelf known, or whether I ſhould ever 
make myſelf known, or no, | 
HERE was a Perplexity that I had not indeed 
skill to manage myſelf in, neither knew I what 
Courſe to take: It lay heavy upon my mind 
Night, and Day, I could neither Sleep or Con- 
verſe, ſo that my Husband perceiv'd it, and won- 
der'd what ail'd me, ſtrove to divert me, but it 
was all to no purpoſe he -pref8'd-me to tell him 
what it was troubled me, put I put it off, till at 
at laſt importuning me continüally, I was forc'd 
to form a Story, which yet had a plain Truth 
to lay it upon too; 1 tod him I was troubled 
| becauſe I found we mußt ſhift — Quarters, 
and alter our Scheme of Settling for that I found 
1 ſhould be known, if 1 ny ths in that part of the 
Country, for that my Mother being dead, ſeve- 
ral of my Relations were come into that Part 
where we then was, and that I muſt either diſco - 
ver myſelf to them, which in our preſent Circum- 
ſtauces was not proper on many Accounts, or re- 
move, and which to do I knew not, and that 
this it was that made, me ſo Melancholly, and fo 
Thoughtful. 
HE joyn'd with me in this, that it was by no 
means proper for me to make myſelf known to a- 
ny Body in the Circumſtances, in which we then 
were; and therefore he told me he would be wil- 
ling to remove to any other part of the Coun- 
try, or even to ary other Country if I ur 
| t; 
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Ut; but now Thad another Difficulty, which was; 
that if I remov'd to any other Colony, I put my- 
Telf out of the way of ever making a due Search 
after thoſe Effects, which my Mother had left: A- 
gain, I could never ſo much as think of breaking 
the- Secret of my former Marriage to my new 
Husband ; It was not a Story, as I thought that 
would bear telling, nor could I tell what might 
be the Conſequences of it; and it was impoſſi- 
ble to ſearch into the bottom of the thing without 
making it Publick all over the Country, as well 
who I was, as what I now was alſo. 7 

IN this perplexity I continu'd a great while; 
and this made my Spouſe very uneaſy ; for he 
found me perpicxs and yet thought I was notopen 
with him, and did gt let him into every part of 
my Grievance, and he would often ſay, he won- 
dred what he had done, that I would not Truſt 
him with what ever it was, eſpecially if it was 
Grievons, and Afflicting; the Truth is, he ought to 
have been truſted with every thing; for no Man 
in the World could deſerve better of a Wife; but 
this was a thing I knew not how to open to him, 
and yet having no Body to diſcloſe any part of it 
to, the Burthen was too heavy for my mind; for 
let them ſay what they pleaſe of our Sex not be- 
ing able to keep a Secret; my Life is a plain 
Conviction to me of the contrary; but be it our 
Sex, or the Man's Sex, a Secret of Moment ſhould 
always have a Confident, a boſom Friend, to whom 
we may Communicate the Joy of it, or the Grief 
of it, be it which it will, or it will be a double 
weight upon the Spirits, and perhaps become e- 
ven inſupportable in itſelf ; and this I appeal to 
all human Teſtimony for the Truth of, 
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AND this is the Cauſe why many times Men 


as well as Women, and Men of the greateſt, and 


beſt Qualities other ways, yet have found them- 
ſelves weak in this part, and have not been able 
to bear the weight of a ſecret Joy, or of a ſe- 
cret ſorrow; but have been oblig'd to diſ- 
. cloſe it, even for the meer giving vent to 
themſelves, and to unbend the Mind oppreſt, 
with the Load and Weights, which attend- 
ell it; nor was this any Token of Folly, or 
Thoughtleſsneſs at all, but a natural Conſequence 


of the thing; and ſuch People had they ſtruggl'd 


longer with the Oppreſſion, would certainly have 
told it in their Sleep, and diſclos'd the Secret, let 
it have been of wiat fatal Nature ſoever, without 


regard to the Perſon to bone be ex pos d: 


This Neceſſity of Nature, is a thing which 
Works ſometimes with ſuch vehemence, in the 
Minds of thoſe who are guilty of any atrocious 
Villany ; ſuch as ſecret Murther in particular, 
that they have been obligi@to Diſcover it, tho? 
the Conſequence would neceſlarily be their own 


Deſtruction : Now tho it may be true that the di- 
vine Juſtice ought to have the Glory of all thoſe 


Diſcoveries and Confeſſions, yet *tis as certain 
that Providence which ordinarily Works by the 
Hands of Nature, makes uſe here of the ſame natu- 
ral Cauſes to produce thoſe extraordinary Effects. 

J Coup give ſeveral remarkable Inſtances of 
this in my long Converſation with Crime, and with 
Criminals ; I knew one Fellow, that while I was 


a Priſoner in Newgate, was one of thoſe they cal- 


led then Night- Flyers, I know not what other 


Word they may have underſtood it by ſince; but 
he was one, who by Connivance was admitted 


to go Abroad every Evening, when he play'd his 
4 | | Pranks 
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Pranks, and furniſh'd thoſe honeſt People they 
call Thief-Catchers with buſineſs to find out next 
Day, and reſtore for a Reward, what they had 
ſtolen the Evening before: This Fellow was as 
ſure to tell in his ſleep all that he had done, and 
every Step he had taken, what he had ſtole, and 
where, as ſure as if he had engag'd to tell it wa- 
king, and that there was no Harm or Danger in it 
and therefore he was oblig'd after he had been out 
to lock himſelf up, or be Fock'd up by ſome of the 
Keepers that had him in Fee, that no Body ſhould 
hear him ; but on the other Hand, if he had told 
all the particulars, and given a full account of his 
Rambles and Succeſs to any Comrade, any Bro- 
ther Thief, or to his Employers, as I may juſtly 
call them, then all was well with him, and he 
ſlept as quietly as other People. 

As the publiſhing this Account of my Life, is 
for the ſake of the juſt Moral of every part of 
it, and for Inſtruction, Caution, Warning and 
Improvement to every Reader, fo this will not 
paſs I hope for an unneceſſary Digreſſion concern- 
ing ſome People, being oblig'd to Gifcloſe the 
greateſt Secrets either of their own, or other Peo- 
ples Affairs. E 

UNDER the certain Oppreſſion of this weight 
upon my Mind, I labour'd in the Cafe I have been 
Naming; and the only relief I found for it, was 
to let my Husband into ſo much of it, as I thought 
would convince him of the Neceſſity there was, for 
us to think of Settling, in ſome other Part of the 
World, and the next Conſideration before us, was, 
which part of the Engliſh ſettlements we ſhould 
go to; my Husband was a perfect Stranger to the 
Country, and had not yet fo much às a Geogra- 


phical knowledge of the Situtation of the ſeveral 
| D d 2 Places; 
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Places; and I, that till T wrote this, did not know 
what the word Geographical ſigniky'd, had only a 
general Knowledge from long Converſation with 
People that came from, or went to ſeveral Places; 
but this I knew, that Maryland, Penſilvania, Eaſt 
and Weſt, 7e y, New Tork, and New England, lay all 
North of F7rgina, and that they were conſequent- 
Iy all colder Climates, to which, for that very 
Reaſon, I had an Averſion; for that as IT naturally 
lov'd warm Weather, ſo now I grew into Years, I 
had'a ſtronger Inclination to ſhun a cold Climate; 
T therefore confider'd of going to Carolina, which 
is the only. Sourthern Colony of the Engliſh, on 
the Continent of America, and hither I propos'd 
to go; and the rather, becauſe I might with great 
eaſe come from thence at any time, when it might 
be proper to enquire after my Mothers effects, 
Ws to make myſelf known enough to demand 
them. 

WII x this Reſolution, I propos'd to my Huſ- 
band our going away from where we was, and 
carrying all our Effects with us to Carolina, where 
we reſolv'd to Settle, for my Husband readily a- 
greed to the firſt Part (viz.) that it was not at all 
proper to ſtay where we was, ſince I had aſſur'd 
him we ſhould be known there, and the reſt I 
effectually conceal'd from him. 

B u T now I found a new Difficulty upon me: 
The main Affair grew heavy upon my Mind ſtill, 
and I could not think of going out of the Coun- 
try, without ſome how or other making enquiry 
into the grand Affair of what my Mother had 
done for me; nor cou'd I with any patience bear 
the thought of going away, and not make myſelf 
known to my old Husband, (Brother) or to my 
Child, his Son, only I would fain have had this done 


| without 
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without my new Husband having any knowledge 
of it, or they having any knowledge of him, of 
that I had ſuch a thing as a Husband. 

I CasT about innumerable ways in my Thoughts 
how this might be done : I would gladly have tent 
my Husband away to Carolina, with all our Goods, 
and have come aſter myſelf; but this was impracti- 
cable, he would never ſtir without me, being himſelf 
perfectly unacquainted with the Country, and 
with the Methods of ſettling there, or any where 
elſe : Then I thought we would both go firſt with 
part of onr Goods, and that when we were Settled 


I ſhould come back to Virgima, and fetch the re- 


mainder ; but even then I knew he would never 
part with me, and be left there to go on alone 
the Caſe was plain, he was bred a Gentleman, and 
by Conſequence was not only unacquainted, but 
indolent, and when we did Settle, would much 
rather go out into the Woods with his Gun, 
which they call there Hunting, and which is the 
ordinary Work of the Indian, and which they 
do as Servants; I ſay he would much rather do 
that, than attend the natural Buſineſs of his Plan- 
tat ion. 

TRESE were therefore diſhcultics nnſurmount- 
able, and ſuch as I knew not what to do in, I had 


ſuch ſtrong impreſſions on my Mind about diſco- 


vering myſelf to my Brother, formerly my Huj- 
band, that I could not withſtand them; and the 
rather, becauſe it run conſtantly in my Thoughts, 
that if I did not do it, while he liv'd, I might in 
Vain endeavour to convince my Son afterward, that 
I was really the ſame Perſon, and that I was his 
Mother, and fo might both loſe the aſſiſtance and 
comfort of the Relation, and the benefit of what- 
ever it was my Mother had left me; and yet on the 
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wee ſhould be preſently made publick there, where- 
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other Hand, I cow'd never think it proper to diſca- 
ver myſelf to them in the Circumſtances I was in; 
as well relating to the having a Husband with me, 
as to my being brought over by a legal Tranſpor- 
tation, as a Criminal; on both which Accounts it 
was abſolutely neceſſary to me to remove from 
the Place where T was, and come again to him, as 
rom another Place, and in another Figure. 
 Urox thoſe Conſiderations, went on with tel- 
ling my Husband, the abſolute neceſſity there was 
of our not Settling in Potwmack River,at leaſt that 


as if we went to any other Place in the World, we 
ſhould come in, with as much Reputation, as any 
Family that came to Plant : That as it was al- 
ways agreeable to the Inhabitants to have Fami- 
lies come among them to Plant, who brought 
Subſtance with them, eicher to purchaſe Plantati- 
ons, or begin New ones, fo we ſhould be ſure of 
a kind agreeable Reception, and that without any 
- poſſibility of a Diſcovery of our Circumſtances. 
I Tor p him in general too, that as Thad ſeveral 
Relations in the Place where we was, and that 
I durſt not now let myſelf be known to them, be- 
cauſe they would ſoon come into a knowledge of 
the Occaſion and Reaſon of my coming over, 
which would be to expoſe myſelf to the Laſt de- 
gree ; ſo I had Reaſon to believe that my Mother 
who died here had left me ſomething, and per- 
haps conſiderable, which it might be very well 
worth my while to enquire after ; but that this 
too could not be done without expoſing us publick- 
ly, unleſs we went from hence; and then where 
ever we Settled, I might come as it were to 


viſit and to ſ:e my Brother and Nephews, make 


myſelf known to them, claim and enquire after 


what was my Due, be receiv'd with Reſpect, 


and 
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and at the ſame time have juſtice done me with 
chearfulneſs and good will; whereas if I did it now, 
I could expect nothing but with trouble, ſach as 
exacting it by force, receiving it with Curſes and 
Reluctance, and with all kinds of Affronts; which 
he would not perhaps bear to ſee; that in 
Caſe. of being oblig'd to legal Proofs of being 
really her Daughter, I might be at loſs, be 
oblig'd to have recourſe to England, and it may 
be to fail at laſt, and ſo loſe it, whatever it 
might be: With theſe Arguments, and having 
thus acquainted my Husband with the whole Se- 
cret ſo far as was needful to him, we reſolv'd to 
go and ſeek a Settlement in ſome other Colony,“ 
and at firſt Thoughts, Carolina was the Place we 
pitch'd upon. A 

IN order to this we began to make enquiry for 
Veſſels going to Carolina, and in a very little 
vhile got information, that on the other fide the 
Bay, as they call it, namely, in Maryland there was 
a Ship, which came from Carolina, loaden with 
Rice, and other Goods, and was going back again 
thither, and from thence to Jamaica, with Proviſi- 
ons: On this News we hir'd a Sloop to take in 
our Goods, and taking as it were a final farewel 
of Pot wmack River, we went with all our Cargo 
over to Maryland. | 

Tunis was a long and unpleaſant Voyage, and 
my Spouſe ſaid it was worſe ro him than all the 
Voyage from England, becauſe the Weather was 
but indifferent, the Water rough, and the Veſſel 
ſmall and inconvenient ; in the next Place we 
were full a hundred Miles np Potowmack River, in 
a part which they call FeftmorIand Country, and 
as that River is by far the greateſt in Virginia, 
and I have heard fay, it is the greateſt River in 
. . the 
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fhe World that falls into another River, and not 
eb into the Sea; ſo we had baſe Weather in 
it, and were frequently in great Danger; for tho 
they call it but a River, tis frequently ſo broad, 
that when we were in the middle, we could 
not ſee Land on either Side for many Lea- 
es. together : Then we had the great River, or 
Bay of Cheſapeake to croſs, which is where the Ri- 
ver Potowmack falls into it, near thirty Miles 
broad, and we entered more great vaſt Waters, 
whoſe Names I know not, ſo that our Voyage was 
full two hundred Mile, in a poor ſorry Sloop with 
all our Treaſure, and if any Accident had hap- 
pened to us, we might at laſt have been very mi- 
ferable ; ſuppoſing we had loſt our Goods and ſa- 
ved our Lives only, and had then been left naked 
and deſtitute, and in a wild ſtrange Place, not 
having one Friend or Acquaintance in all that 
part of the World ? The very thoughts of it gives 
me ſome horror, even ſince the Danger is paſt. 
_» WELL, we came to the Place in five Days ſail- 
ing, I think they call it Philips's Point, and be- 


hold when we came thither, the Ship bound to 


Carolina, was loaded and gone away but three 
Days before. This was a Diſappointment, but 


however, I that was to be diſcourag'd with nothing, 


told myHusband that ſince we could not get Paſlage 
to Carolina, and that the Country we was in, was 
very fertile and good; we would if he lik'd 
of it, ſee if we could find out any thing for our 
Turn where we was, and that if he.lik'd things 
we would Settle hermmſeeee. f 

Wr immediately went on Shore, but found no 
Couveniences juſt at that Place, either for our 
being on Shore, or preſerving our Goods on Shore, 


but was directed by a very honeſt Quaker, who we 


found 


it 
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found there to go to a Place,about Op 6a7 map Eaſt 3 


that is to ſay, nearer the Mouth of the Bay, where 
he ſaid he liv'd, and where we ſhould be Accom- 
modated, either to Plant, or to wait for any other 
Place to Plant in, that might be more Conveni- 
ent, and he invited us with ſo much kindnefs and 
ſimple Honeſty that we agreed to go, and the 
Quaker himſelf went with us. | 

HERE we bought us two Servants, (viz.) an 
Engliſh Woman-Seryant juſt come on Shore from 
a Ship of Leverpool, and a Negro Man-Servant , 
things abſolutely neceſſary for all People that 
pretended to Settle in that Country : This honeſt 
Quaker was very helpful to us, and when we came 
to the Place that he propos'd to us, found us out a 
convenient Storehouſe, for our Goods, and Lodg- 
ing for ourſelves,and our Servants; and about two 
Months, or thereabout afterwards, by his Dire&ion 
we took up a large peice of Land from the Go- 
vernor of that Country, in order to form our Plan- 
tation, and ſo we laid the thoughts of going to 
Carolina wholly aſide, having been very well re- 
ceiy'd here, and Accommodated with a conveni- 
ent Lodging, till we could prepare things, and 
have Land enough cur'd, and Timber and Mate- 
rials provid'd for building us a Houſe, all which we 
manag d by the Direction of the Quaker; ſo that 
in one Years time, we had near fifty Acres of 
Land clear'd, part of it enclos'd, and ſome of it 
Planted with Tobacco, tho' not much; beſides, 
we had Garden ground, and Corn ſufficient to 
help ſupply our Servants with Roots, and Herbs, 
and Bread. 

AN D now I perſwaded my Husband to let me 
go over the Bay again, and enquire after my 
Friends; he was the willinger to conſent to it 
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now, becauſe he had buſineſs upon his Hands ſuffi- 
cient to employ him, beſides his Gun to divert him, 
whach they call Hunting there,and which he great - 
Iy delighted in; and indeed we us d to look at one 
another, ſometimes with a great deal of Pleaſure, 
reflecting how much better that was, not than New- 
gate only, but than the moſt proſperous of our Cir- 
cumſtances in the wicked Trade that we had been 
both carrying on. 

.. Our Affair was in a very good poſture, we pur- 
chaſed of the Proprietors of the Colony, as much 
Land for 35 Pound, paid in ready Money, 
as would make a ſufficient Plantation to emplo 
between fifty and ſixty Servants, and which be- 
ing well improv'd, would be ſufficient to us as 
Jong as we could either of us live; and as for Chil- 
2 I was paſt the proſpect of any thing of that 
ind. 
Bur our good Fortune did not End here, I 


went, as] have ſaid, over the Bay, to the Place, 


where my Brother, once a Hnsband liv'd; but I 
did not go to the ſame Village, where I was be- 
fore, but went up another great River, on the Eaft 
Tide of the River Potowmack, call'd Rapabannock 

River, and by this means came on the back of his 
Plantation, which was large, and by the help of a 
Navigable Creek, or little River, that run into the 
Rapahaunocłk, I came very near it. 

I Was now fully refolv'd to go up Foint- blank, 
to my Brother (Husband) and to tell him who 
Twas; but not knowing what Temper I might 
find him in, or how much out of Temper rather, I 
might make him by ſuch a raſh viſit. I refolv'd 
to write a Letter to him, firſt to let him know, who 


I was, and that I was come not to give him any 
trouble upon the old Relation, which Ihop'd was 2 
* N tirely 


that Proviſion, which our Mother at her deceaſe 
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tirely forgot; but that T apply'd to him as a Siſter 
Alt 


to a Brother, deſiring his Aſſiſtance in the Caſe of 
had left for my Support, and which, I did not 
doubt but he would do me Juſtice in, * 
ally conſidering that I was come thus far to look 
after it. 

I ſaid ſome very tender kind things in the Let- 
ter about his Son, which I told him he knew to 
be my own Child, and that as I was guilty of 
nothing in Marrying him any more than he was 
in Marrying me, neither of us having then known 
our being at all related to one another, ſo I hop'd 
he would allow me the moſt Paſſionate deſire 
of once ſeeing my one, and only Child, and of 
ſhowing ſomething of the Infirmities of a Mother 
in preſerving a violent Affection for him, who 
had never been able to retain any thought of me 
one way or other. 

I did believe that having receiv'd this Letter, he 
would immediately give it to his Son to Read; I 
having underſtood his Eyes being ſo dim, that he 
cou'd not ſee to read it; but it fell out better 
than ſo, for as his Sight was dim, ſo he had al- 
low'd his Son to open all Letters that came to 
his Hand for him, and the old Gentleman being 
from Home, or out of the way when my Meſſen- 
ger came, my Letter came directly to my Sons 
Fand, and he open'd and read it. hy 1 

He call'd the Meſſenger in, after ſome little 
ſtay, and ask'd him where the Perſon was who 
gave him the Letter, the Meſſenger told him 
the Place, which was about ſeven Miles off, 
ſo he bid him ſtay, and ordering a Horſe to be 

ot ready, and two Servants, away he came to me 

with the Meſſenger ; Let any one judge the Con- 

ſternation I was in, when my Meſſenger Tos, 
| ac 
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back, and told me the old Gentleman was not at a 
Home, but his Son was come along with him, and was * 
Juſt coming up to me: I was perfectly confound- ſ: 
ed, for I knew not whether it was Peace or War, 25 
nor cou'd I tell how to behave: However, I had P 
but a very few Moments to think, for my Son was tl 
at the Heels of the Meſſenger, and coming up in- hi 
to my Lodgings, ask d the Fellow at the Door, 
ſomething, I ſuppoſe it was, for I did not hear it, ſo m 
as to underſtand it, which was the Gentlewoman that an 
Tent him, for the Meſſenger ſaid, there ſhe is Sir, di 
at which he comes directly up to me, kiſſes me, , Jet 
took me in his Arms, and embrac'd me with ſo be 
much Paſſion, that he could not ſpeak, but I could ba 
feel his Breaſt heave and throb like a Child that CO! 
Cries, but Sobs, and cannot cry it out. Hi 
I'Can neither expreſs or deſcribe the Joy, Th 
that touch'd my very Soul, when I found, ＋ E 
it was eaſy to diſcover that Part, that he came not ud, 
as a Stranger, but as a Son to a Mother,and indeed Th 
as 2 Son, who had never before known what a In 
Mother of his own was; in ſhort, we cryed over one _ 


another a conſiderable while, when at laſt he broke 
out firſt, My Dear Mor RER, ſays he, are you Ha 
Hill alive! I never expected to have ſeen your Face; 


as for me, I cou'd ſay nothing agreat while. hoy 
AFTER we had both recover'd ourſelves a ſhe 

little, and were able to talk, he told me how things Far 
ſtood, as to what I had written to his Father, he told | Tri 

me he had not ſhewed my Letter to his Father, or , N 

told him any thing about it; that what his Grand- ha 

; mother left me, was in his Hands, and that he May 
would do me Juſtice to my full Satisfaction; that | wok 

as to his Father,he wasold andinfirm both in Body Bar 

and Mind, that he was very Fret ful, and Paſſio- ay 


nate, almoſt Blind, and capable of nothing and 

he queſtion'd whether he would know how oo 
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in an Affair, which was of ſo nice a Nature as this, 
and that therefore he had come himſelf, as well to 
ſatisfy himſelf in ſeeing me, which he could not 
reſtrain himſelf from, as alſo to put it into my 
Power, to make a Judgement after J had ſeen how 
things were, whether I would diſcover myſelf to 
his Father, or no. | 

TH1s was really ſo prudently, and wiſely 
manag'd, that I found my Son was a Man of Senſe, 
and needed no Direction from me; I told him, I 
did not wonder that his Father was, as he had de- 
. Terib'd him, for that his Head was a little touch'd 
before I went away; and principally his Diſtur- 
bance was, becauſe I could not be perſwaded to 
conceal our Relation, and to live with him as my 
Husband, after I knew that he was my Brother : 
That as he knew better than I, what his Fathers 
preſent Condition was, I ſhonld readily joyn 
with him in ſuch Meaſures as he would direct: 
That I was indifferent, as to ſeeing his Father, 
ſince I had ſeen him firſt, and he cou'd not have 

told me better News, than to tell me that what 
his Grandmother had left me, was entruſted in his 
Hands, who I doubted not now he knew who J was, 
would as be ſaid, do me Juſtice : I enquir'd then 
how long my Mother had been dead, and where 
ſhe died, and told ſo many particulars of the 
Family, that I left him no room to doubt the 
Truth of my being really and truly his Mother, 
Mx Son then enquir'd where I was. and how 
I had diſpos'd myſelf, I told him I was on the 
Maryland ſide of the Bay, at the Plantation of a 
rticular Friend, who came from England in the 
ame Ship with me, that as for that fide of the 
Bay- where he was, I had no Habitation z he 
told me I ſhould go Home with him, and live * 
1 im, 
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him, if I pleasd, as long as I liv'd : That as 
to his Father he knew no Body, and would 
never ſo much as gueſs at me; I confider'd of 
that .a little, and told him, that tho* it was 
really no concern to me to live at a diſtance 
from him; yet I could not ſay it would be the 
comfortableſs thing in the World to me to live 
in the Houſe with him, and to have that unhappy 
pg always before me, which had been ſuch a 
blow to my Peace before; that tho" I ſhould 
de glad to have his Company (my Son) or to be as 
near him as poſſible while I ſtay d, yet I could not 
think of being in the Houſe where I ſhould be al- 
fo under conftant Reſtraint, for fear of betraying 
myſelf in my Diſcourſe, nor ihould I be able to 
refrain ſome Expreſſions in my Converſing with 
him as my Son, that might diſcover the whole 
Affair, which would by no means be Convenient. 
H x acknowledged that I was right in all this, 
but then Deas MoTHER, ſays he, you Hall be as 
near me as you can; fo he took me with him on 
- Horſeback to a Plantation, next to his own, and 
where I was as well entertain'd as I cou'd 
have been in his own; having left me there he 
went away home, telling me we would talk of the 
main Buſineſs the next Day, and having firſt-cal- 
led me his Aunt, and given a Charge to the Peo- 
ple, who it ſeems were his Tenants, to treat me 
with all poſſible Reſpect ; about two Hours after 
he was gone, he ſent me a Maid - Servant, and a 
Negro Boy to wait on me, and Proviſions ready 
dreſs'd for my Supper; and thus I was as if I 
- had been in a new World, and began ſecretly 
now to wiſh that I had not brought my Lancaſhire 


* 


Husband from Ergland at all. 


How - 


e 
Howeves,that wiſh was not hearty neither, for 
T lov'd my Lancaſhire Husband entirely, as indeed 
T had ever done from the beginning; and he me- 
rited from me as much as it was poſſible for a Man 
to do, but that by the way. 
TR E next Morning my Son came to viſit me a- 


in almoſt as ſoon as I was up; after a little 


4 
Piſcourſe. he firſt of all pull'd out a Deer skin Bag, 


and gave it me, with five and fifty Spaniſb Piſtoles 


in it, and told me that was to ſupply my Ex- 
pences from England, for tho' it was not his Buſi- 
neſs to enquire, yet he ought to think I did not 
bring a great deal Money out with me; it not 
being uſual to bring much Money into that Coun- 
try: Then he pull'd out his Grandmother's Will, 
and read it over to me, whereby it appear'd, that 
ſhe had left a ſmall Plantation, as be call'd it, on 
Tork River, that is, where my Mother liv'd, to me, 
with the Stock of Servants and Cattle upon it, 
and given it in Truſt to this Son of mane for my 
Uſe, when ever he ſhould hear of my being alive, 
and to my Hears, if I had any Children, and in 
default of Heirs, to whomſoever I ſhould by Will 
diſpoſe of it; but gave the Income of it, till I 


ſhonld be heard of, or found, to my ſaid Son; and 


if I ſhould not be living, then it was to him, and 
his Heirs. 


'Tx1s Plantation, tho? remote from him, he ſaid 
he did not let out, but manag'd it by a head Clerk, 


Steward, as he did another that was his Father 


that lay hard by it, and went over himſelf three 


or four times a Year to look after it; I ask d him 


what he thought the Plantation might be worth, be 


ſaid, if T would let it out, he would give me about 
ſixty Pounds a Year for it; but if I would live on 


it, then it would be worth much more, and he 


beliey'd 


a i | 
believ'd would bring me in about 150 l. a Year 4 
but ſeeing T was likely either to Settle on the o- 
ther fide the Bay, or might perhaps have a mind 
to go back to England again, if I would let him 
be my Steward he would manage it for me, as he 
had done for himſelf, and that he believ'd he 


mould be able to ſend me as much Tobacco to 


England from it, as would yeild me about 100 I. a 
Year, ſometimes more. 5 
THIS was all ſtrange News to me, and things 
I had not been us'd to; and really my Heart began 
to look up more ſerionſly, than I think it ever 
did before, and to look with great Thankfulneſs 
to the Hand of Providence, which had done ſuch 
wonders for me, who had been myſelf the greateſt 
wonder of Wickedneſs, perhaps that had been ſuf- 
fered to live in the World; and I muſt again ob- 


ſerve, that not on this Occaſion only, but even on 


all other Occaſions of Thankfulneſs, my paſt wick- 
ed and abominable Life never look d ſo Mon- 
ſtruous to me, and I never ſo compleatly abhorr'd 
it, and reproach'd myſelf with it, as when I had a 
Senſe upon me of Providence doing good to me, 
while I had been making thoſe vile Returns on 
my part. 3 | 


BVT I leave the Reader to improve theſe | 


Thoughts, as no doubt they will ſee Cauſe, and I 
go on to the Fact; my Sons tender Carriage, and 


Kind Offers fetch'd Tears from me, almoſt all the 


while he talk'd with me; indeed I could ſcarce Di- 
ſcourſe with him, butin the intervals of my Paſ- 
ſion ; however, at length I began, and expreſſing 


 myſel© with wonder at my being ſo happy to 


have the Truſt of what I had left, put into the 
Hands of my own Child; I told him, that as to 
the Inheritance of it, I had no Child but him in 


\ 


\ 


the 
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the World, and was now paſt having any, if 1 
ſhould Marry, and therefo:e would defire him to 
get a Writing Drawn, which I was ready to exe- 
cute, by which I would after me give it wholly 
to him, and to his Heirs; and in the mean time 
ſmiling, I ask'd him, what made him continue a 
Batchelor ſo long; his anſwer was kind, and rea- 
dy, that Virginia did not yield any great plent 
of Wives, and that ſince I talk'd of going bac 
* England, I ſhould ſend him a Wife from Lon- 

on. 

TH1s was the Subſtance of our firſt days 
Converſation, the pleaſanteſt Day that ever 
paſt over my Head in my Life, and which gave 
me the trueſt Satisfaction: He came every Day 
after this, and ſpent great part of his time with 
me, and carried me about to ſeveral of his 
Friends Houſes, where I was entcrtain'd with 
great Reſpect; alſo I Dined ſeveral times at his 
own Houſe, when he took care always to ſee his 
half dead Father ſo ont of the way, that I never 
faw him, or he me : I made him one Preſent, and 
it was all I had of value, and that was one of 
the gold Watches, of which I mention'd above, 
that I had two in my Cheſt, and this -I happen'd 
to have with me, and I gave it him at his third 
Viſit.: I told him, I had nothing of any value to 
beſtow but that, and I deſir'd he would now and 
then kiſs it for my ſake , I did not indeed tell him 
that I had ſtole it from a Gentlewomans ſide, at 
a Meeting-Houſe in London, that's by the way. 

He ſtood a little while Heſitating, as if doubt- 
ful whether to take it or no; but I preſs'd it on 
him, and made him accept it, and it was not 
much leſs worth than his Leather-pouch full of 
= E e Spaniſh 
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; Spaniſh Gold; no, tho' it were to be reckon'd, as if 
at London, whereas it was worth twice as much 
there, where I gave it him; at length he took it, 
kiſs'd it, told me the Watch ſhould be a Debt upon 
him, that he would be paying, as long as I liv'd. 
_ A FEw Days after he brought the Writings af 
Gift, and the Scrivener with them, and I ſign'd 
them very freely, and deliver'd them to him with 
a hundr'd Kiſſes; for ſure nothing ever paſs'd be- 
tween a Mother, and a tender dutiful Child, with 
more Affection: The next Day he brings me an 
Obligation under his Hand and Seal, whereby 
he engag'd himſelf to Manage, and Improve the 
Plantation for my account, and with his utmoſt 
Skill, and to remit the Produce tomy order where- 
ever I ſhould be, and withal, tobe oblig'd himſelf 
to make up the Produce a hundred Pound a Yearto 


me: When he had done fo, he told me, that. 


as I came to demand it before the Crop was off, 1 
ada right to the Produce of the current Year, and 
ſ be paid me an hundred Pound in Spaniſh 
Peices of Eight, and deſir d me to give him a 
Receipt for it as in full for that Year, ending at 
Chriſtmas following z this being about the latter 
End of Anguſt. No | 

I STAY'D here above five Weeks, and indeed 
tad much a do to get away then. Nay, he would 
have came over the Bay with me, but I would by 
no means allow him to it; however, he would ſend 
me over in a Sloop of his own, which was built 


like a Yatch, and ſerv'd him as well for Pleaſure 


as Buſineſs : This I accepted of; and fo after the 
utmoſt Expreſſions both of Duty, and Affection, 
he let me come away, and I arriv'd ſafe in two 
Days at my Friends the Quakers. | 
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I BrovenT over with me for the uſe of our 
Plantation, three Horſes with Harneſs, and Sad 


dles; ſome Hogs, two Cows, and a thouſand o- 


ther things, the Gift of the kindeſt and tendereſt 


Child that ever Woman had: I related to my 
Husband all the particulars of this Voyage, ex- 
cept that I called my Son 'my Couſin;) and . firſt 
T told him, that I had loſt my Watch, which he 
ſeem'd to take as a Misfortune; but then I told 
him how kind my Couſin had been, that my Mo- 
ther had left me ſuch a Plantation, and that he had 


E it for me, in hopes ſome time or other 


e ſhoald hear from me; then I told that I had left 
it to his Management, that he would render me 
a faithful Account of its Produce, and then I 
pull'd him out the hundred Pound in Silver, as 
the firſt Years produce, and then pulling out the 


Deer skin Purſe, with the Piſtoles, and here my 


Dear, ſays I, is the gold Watch. My Husband. ſo ts 
Heavens goodneſs ſure to work the ſame Effects, in all 


ſenſible Minds, where Mer cies touch the Heart , lifted 


up both his Hands, and with an extaſy of Joy, / bat 
z5 God a doing ſays he, for ſuch an ungratefu! Dog 
a5 T am ! Then I let him know, what I had brought 
over in the Sloop, beſides all this; I mean the 


_ Horſes Hogs, and Cows, and other Stores for 


our Plantation; all which added to has ſurprize, 
and fill 'd his Heart with thankfulneſs, and from 
this time forward I believe he was as fincere a Pe- 
nitent, and as thoroughly a reform'd Man, as 
ever God's ones brought back from a 


Profligate a Highway-Man, and a Robber. I 
could fill a larger Hiſtory than this, with the E- 
vidences of this Truth, and but that I doubt that 
part of the Story will not be equally divert ing, 

Ee a as 
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as the wicked Part Thave had thoughts of mak- 


ing a Volume of it by itſelf. s 2 
s for myſelf, as this is to be my own Story, = 5 
dt my Husbands, I return to that Part which re- 11 
lates to myſelf; we went on with our Plantati- a 
on, and manag'd 1t with the help and diverſion 4 
of ſuch Friends as we got there, by our obliging | 
Behaviour, and eſpecially the honeſt Quaker, who 5 
prov'd a faithful generous and ſteady Friend to G 
us; and we had very good Succeſs , for having a tc 
flouriſhing Stock to begin with, as I have ſaid; d. 
and this being now encreas'd, by the Addition of v 
a Hundred and fifty Pound Sterling in Money, we tl 
enlarg'd cur Number of Servants, built us a very g. 
good Houſe, and cur'd every Year a great deal B 
of Land. The ſecond Year I wrote to my old | 
Governeſs, giving her part with us of the Joy of f 
our Sucteſs, and order'd her how to lay out the E 
Moncy I had left with her, which was 25c J. as A 
above, and to ind it to us in Goods, which ſhe is 
perforn'd, with'her uſual Kindneſs and Fidelity, us 
and all this arriv'd ſafe to us. m 
Hex we had a ſupply of all ſorts of Cloaths, th 
as well for my Husband, as for myſelf; and I ne 
took, eſpecial care to buy for him all thoſe things ar 
that I knew he delighted to have; as two good | en 
long Wigs, two ſilver hilted Swords, three or 1 
four fine Fowling peices, a fine Saddle with Hol- F: 
ſters and Piſtoles very handſome with a Scarlet ſa 
Cloak; and in a Word, every thing J could think fo 
o to oblige him; and to make him appear, as 
he really was, a very fine Gentleman: I order'd a hi 
good Quantiiy of ſuch Houſeſhould-ftuff, as we H 
et wanted wit! Linnen of all ſorts for us both, an 
as for my {. If, I wanted very little of Cloths, at 
or Linnen, being very well furniſhed before: an 
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The reſt of my Cargo conſiſted in Iron-Work, of 
all ſorts, Harneſs for | 
Servants, and Wollen-Cloth, ſtufts, Serges, Stack- 


ings,Shoes, Hats and the like, ſuch as Servants wear, - 
and to whole peices alſo make up for Servants, - 
all by direction of the Quaker; and all this Car- 


o arriv'd ſafe, and in good Condition, with three 
N Servants, luſty Wenches, which my old 
Governeſs had pick'd up for me, ſuitable enough 
to the Place, and to the Work we had for them to 


do; one of which happen'd to come double, ha- 


ving been got with Child by one of the Seamen in 
the Ship, as ſhe own'd afterwards, before the Ship 
got ſo far as Graveſend ,, ſo ſhe brought us a ſtout 
Boy, about 7 Months after her Landing. 
| My Husband you may ſuppoſe was a little 
ſurpriz d at the arriving of all this Cargo from 
England, and talking with me after he ſaw the 
Account of the particular , my Dear, ſays be, what 
is the meaning of all this? I fear you will un 
us too deep. in Debt : When ſhall we be able to 
make Return for it all? I ſmil'd, and told un 
that it was all paid for, and then I told him, t':ar 
not knowing what might befal us in the Voyage, 
and conſidering what our Circumſtahces might 
expoſe us to; I had not taken my whole Stock 
with me, that I had teſervd ſo much in my 
Friends Hands, which now we were come over 
fafe, and was Settled in a way to live, I had ſens 
for as he might ſee. wy L 
HE was amaz'd, and ſtood a while telling upon 
his Fingers, but {aid nothing, at laſt he began thus, 
Hold lets fee, fays he, telling upon his Fingers ſtill, 


and firſt on his Thumb, there's 246 l. in Money 


at firſt, then two gold Watches, Diamond Rings, 
and Plate, ſays he, upon thefore Finger, then up- 
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mould marry a Gent | 
— nearmine; and the? Twas legally free to marry, 
as to any; Obligation- that was on me before, yet 
that Fwas es of it, leaſt the Blot ſhould ſome 
time or ather” be reviv'd, and it might make a 
Aazband meaſy ; my Son the ſame kind dutiful 
And obliging Creature as ever, treated me now at 


4 
1 


on the next Finger, here's a Plantation on Tor 


| hi: 

River, a 100 l. a Tear, then 350 in Money; 
7 3 a Sloop load of r „ Cows, Ho - ſe; 
Stores, and ſo on tqthe Thimb again; Fe. | 
i ſays be, a Cargo.caft 250 l. in” England, and wi 
Worth here twice thEMoney, well, ſay” I, What 8 
do you make of all that > make of it, *ſays be, why 5 
who ſays I was deceiv'd, when I married a wit ca 
in Lancaſhire? I think I have married a For- 0 
tune, and a very good Fortune too, ſays he. ca 
* 


Circumſtances, and every Year encrea for our 
new Plantation grew upon our Hands inſenſibly; 
and in eight Lear which we lived upon it, 
we brought it to ſuch a pitch, that the Produce 
was, at leaſt, 300 I. Sterling a Lear; I mean, 
worth fo much in England. &.- 


In a Word, we were now in very K 
85 
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+AFTER'T had been a Tear at Home again; I 
went over the Bay to ſee my Son, and to re- 
ceive another Year's Income of my Plantation; 
and I was furpiz'd to hear, juſt at my Landing 
there, that my old Husband was dead, d had not 
been buryd above a Fortnight. Thi 1 confeſs, 
was not diſagreeable News, becatife now I could ap- 


pear as I was in a marry* dition; ſo I told my 


Son before I came fra that I believed I 
= who had a Plantation 
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his own Houſe, pail me my. hundred Pound, and 


'% 
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ſent me Home again loaded with Preſents. 


4 48 

Sour time after this, L let my Son know T 
was marry'd, and invited him over to fee us; and 
my Husband wrote a very obliging Letter to him 
alſo, inviting him to come and fee him; and he 
came accordingly ſome Months after, and happen'd 


to be there juſt when my Cargo from England 


came in, which I tet him believe belong'd all to 
my Husband's Eſtate, not to me. h 


Ii x muſt beobſerv'd, that when the old Wretch, 
my Brother (Husband) was dead, I then freely 
gave my Husband an Account of all that Affair, 
and of this Couſin, as I had call'd him before, be- 
ing my own Son by that miſtaken unhappy Match: 
Ke he ſhould have been as eaſy if the old Man, as 
Te call'd him, had been alive; for, ſaid be, it 
WaSmo Fault of yours, nor of his; it was a Mi- 
— to be prevented; he only re- 
Proaęh & him with deſiring me to conceal it, and 
to live nn bim as a Wife, after I knew that he 
was 41 her, that, he ſaid, was a vile part: 
Thus all theſeſittle Difficulties were made eaſy, 
and we liv to Npith the greateſt Kindneſs 
and Comfort? . 
I am come back being almoſt ſeven 
Years of Age, my bak} y eight, 2 


"A 


He was perfectly eaſy in the Account, and told 


eee are now grown Old ; . 
perform'd much mor than e limited T ”. $5 
= Tran ſportation : And now hf TIES” 
all the Fatigues, and all the Miſerzes we have 
both gone thro”, we are both of in good Heart aud 
Health; my Husband remain there. ſometime f. OY 
— * | ter 2 
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"oe me to ſettle our Affairs, andaffirft I. had in- 
tended ta fer to him, but at his deſire 1 alter'd 
that Refolation, and he i is come over to Exgland 
alſo, where we reſolve to ſpend the ps oe 
of our Years in ſincere Penitence, for the wicked 
Lives we have lived. # | 
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Written in the Year 1683. 
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